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SECT.    XIIL 

Of  the  Executive  Power. 

TH I S  is  indeed  a  copious  fubjeft,  as  compre- 
hending all  the  feveral  parts  of  govern* 
ment^  except  the  legiflature.  Ourconftitu- 
tion  lodges  the  executive  power  originally  in  princes^, 
who  devolve  fuch  functions  of  it  as  they  cannot 
perform  in  their  own  pcrfons,  upon  the  different 
members  that  compofe  a  well-ordered  common* 
wealth,  of  which  the  chief  are  called  minifters  of 
ftate  •,  a  name  given  in  our  records  to  the  prime 
officers  of  the  crown  above  three  hundred  ycars^ 
though  it  has  been  caviled  at  of  late» 
Vol.  V.  B  In 
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In  a  government  of  the  laws,  and  not  of  men, 
princes  are  a  part,  but  at  the  head  of  the  legif- 
lature,  and  either  in  perfon,  or  by  their  minifters, 
execute  what  the  conftitution  requires,  what  the 
kgiflaturc  already  has  ordained,  and  what  it  enafts 
from  time  to  time  upon  new  emcigencie$i  and 
where  all  this  is  fully  done,  the  adminiitration  is 
compleat. 

In  thefe  fort  of  coofticutions,  he  who  receives  a 
great  truft  has  it  committed  to  him  in  a  fair  and 
ample  manner  •,  he  is  free  to  purfue  the  dictates  of 
his  owa  reaJbn  and  underftanding ;  he  is  at  liberty 
to  make  the  laws  the  rule  of  his  aftions ;  and  he  is 
not  bound  to  follow  the  bare  command  and  plea^ 
furc  of  the  Prince,  which  he  cannot  plead  in 
abatement,  if  the  date  be  damaged  by  his  pro* 
ccedings. 

But  all  this  goes  othcrwife  in  an  abfolute  mo* 
narchy,  ynder  which  there  is  no  legiflative  autho- 
rity but  the  Prince's  will  -,  he  may  have  fome 
(laves  whom  he  ftiles  his  mmifters,  but,  as  was 
faid  of  Lewis  the  eleventh,  "  One  mule  carries  him 
and  his  whole  privy-council/'  Such  as  he  employs 
are  not  allowed  to  judge  for  themfelves  wnat  is 
right  or  wrong,  they  xnuft  oftener  do  what  will 
pleafe,  than  what  is  juft  and  fit  •,  and  they  muft  ar-^ 
rive  at  this  knowkdge,  that  blind  obedience  is  the 
beft  flciU  in  courts,  where  the  mafter  is,  or  would 
be,  arbitrary. 

And  yet,  where  all  ftoop  to  the  unbounded  will 
of  a  fingle  perfon,  the  executive  power  often  pro- 
ceeds well,  and  the  goverment  feems  to  flourifh ; 
but  this  happens  when  they  have  fome  Prince  of 
fnore  than  common  abilities  upon  the  throne,  who 
looks  into  all  himfelf,  and  who  is  willing  to  let 
the  weight  of  entire  fie  moft  upon  his  own  IhouU 
8cr3 1  and  if,  at  the  fame  time,  he  chances  to  be  a 

man 
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man  of  virtuous  inclinations,  as  weQ  as  of  (kq^ 
wifdom^  and  is  content,  for  the  good  of  his  peo- 
ple, to  labour  in  the  duties  of  his  kingly  office,  to 
fee  with  his  own  eyes,  hear  with  his  own  ears,  and 
to  perform  in  his  own  peribn  as  much  as  poffible, 
and  takes  care  to  entruft  the  remainder  of  his  bufi* 
neis  to  the  ableft  hands  that  can  be  found,  his  af- 
fairs of  ftate  will  ^o  well  in  general,  and  fuch  a 
Prince  will  make  his  country  profper. 

Whether  the  government  be  abfolute^,  or  li- 
mited, the  happinefs  of  its  people  depends  very 
much  upon  their  care  that  fit  at  helm,  who,  with 
Ibme  colour,  may  throw  off  from  themdelves,  upon 
their  mafter,  male-adminiftration,  when  his  plea- 
iiire  is  die  ftandard  of  good  and  ill ;  but  they  are 
left  without  excufe,  when,  by  the  nature  <»  the 
conftitution,  they  are  not  hurried  into  bad  mea- 
iures  by  fate  and  neceffity  in  politicks,  but  are 
left  to  free-will  and  choice,  are  allowed  the  lights 
of  reafbn,  and  have  full  liberty  to  avoid  the  wrong 
and  take  the  righter  courfcr  If  fuch  err  out  of 
ignorance,  it  is  a  fort  of  plea,  but  not  to  be  al* 
lowed  when  their  miilakes  are  grofs  and  frequent; 
if  wilfully,  chey  have  no  pretence  to  complain 
when  they  are  attacked,  and  fall  under  publick 
cenfure. 

It  has  been  a  queftion  among  fome,  whether  is 
mofl  eligible,  a  tyranny  adminiftered  with  univer- 
fal  care  by  thofe  who  rule,  whereof  diere  have 
been  and  are  examples,  or  a  free  flate  wherein  all 
the  parts  of  government  are  totallv  neglefted,  of 
which  likewife  many  inflances  may  be  given. 

Under  arbitrary  power,  fkilfully  managed,  the 
people,  though  opprefled  at  home,  are  protected 
from  their  enemies  abroad  ^  they  groan  under 
heavy  taxes,  but  are  brought  to  think  they  enjoy 
fomething  for  them ;  fame,  liftories,  and  an  en- 
B  2  largement 
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largcment  of  their  dominions  •,  they  arc  injured  by 
the  excefles  of  tyranny  from  above,  but  below  are 
kept  from  hurting  one  another;  they  are  poor, 
but  contented ;  they  have  no  domeftick  troubles 
and  difientions  ^  they  may  have  foreign  armies  to 
engage  with,  but  are  in  no  great  danger  to  feel  the 
calamities  of  a  civil  war;  and  they  are,  as  the  pa- 
triarch  defcribes  IfTachar,  *'  A  ftrong  afs  couchins 
down  between  two  burthens  :  and  he  faw  that  reft 
was  good,  and  the  land  that  it  was  pleafant,  and 
bowed  his  fhoulder  to  bear,  and  became  a  fervant 
vnto  tribute/* 

In  the  fecond  cafe ;  under  a  good  conftitution 
ill  adminiftered,  that  wealth,  with  which  induftry 
and  trade  feldom  fail  of  bleffing  free  countries, 
can  never  be  accounted  fafe ;  for  their  riches, 
which  Ihould  protcdt  them,  brina  their  ruin  on  the 
fafter,  and  are  a  temptation  for  Sicir  neighbours  to 
invade  them,  when,  through  bad  government, 
they  are  no  longer  in  a  pofture  to  defend  them- 
felves.  They  are  rarely  without  faftions,  by 
which  their  native  ftrength  is  wafted  -,  and  their 
fury  is  fometimes  fo  deaf  and  blind,  as  to  be  ftri- 
ving  with  one  another  for  power  in  the  very  mo- 
ment when  dangers  are  moft  impending  from 
abroad.  They  are  expofed  to  frequent  civil  wars, 
in  which  they  lofe  their  nobleft  blood  and  braveft 
mtn^y  and  becoming  weak,  quite  corrupted,  and 
wearied  out  with  their  own  domeftick  calamities, 
nations  born  to  liberty  are  compelled,  at  laft,  to 
refort  for  refuge  to  fome  fuperior  power :  and  thus 
have  tyrannies  been  introduced. 

But,  notwithftanding  the  milchicfs  to  which  free 
governments,  when  weakly  ruled,  may  be  obnox- 
ious, they  are  ftill  preferable  to  unlimited  authou 
rity,  though  placed  in  the  ableft  and  moft  Ikilful 
bands ;  for  under  the  bdl  of  this  fort  of  Princes, 

the 
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the  generality  of  the  people  are  poor,  oppreiIed» 
and  without  any  profpeft  of  tailing  the  truits  of 
their  own  labour.  Befides,  tyrannies  are  aptaa 
decline  from  fevere  courfes  into  cruelty,  from  wile 
vigilance  into  jealoulies  of  ftate  mad  and  fanguinary^ 
from  oppreflion  into  down-right  plunder ;  and  it  is 
rarely  leen  that  this  kind  of  government  growi 
from  bad  to  better,  its  natural  progrels  is  rather 
from  bad  to  worfe ;  for  high  power  is  always  afraid 
to  let  itfelf  any  bounds,  as  if  it  were  like  thole  in* 
toxicating  drugs  which  lofe  their  operation  if  the 
dole  is  not  increafed  from  time  to  time.  It  is  true> 
ablblute  dominion  controuls  parues,  and  is  not 
often  liable  to  civil  wars,  yet  it  is  not  exempt 
from  mutinies  in  the  camp,  and  defeAion  in  its 
armies  :  but  indeed  the  molt  melancholy  part  of  it 
IS,  that  it  is  a  difeafe  that  leldom  or  never  mends^ 
2nd  conlequently  deprives  men  of  hope,  which, 
even  to  the  happy,  is  an  entertainment  alwavs  new 
and  plealant,  and  to  the  afiUAed^  their  mofl:  folid 
comfort. 

They  whom  their  own  confent  has  once  enflaved, 
arc  fcarce  ever  known  to  break  their  fetters :  if 
they  have  a  fevere  government,  growing  worfe 
every  day,  they  mull  be  contented  with  it  •,  to 
ftruggle  with  their  chains,  fixes  them  on  the  fafter  \ 
to  make  commotions  tends  but  to  render  their  op- 
preflbrs  more  cruel,  vigilant,  and  jealous  j  or  if 
they  can  depofe  one  tyrant,  they  do  but  change 
him  for  another. 

But  in  countries  where  liberty  is  entire,  under 
their  worll  circumllances  hope  is  Hill  left;  what- 
ever mifgovcrnment  they  may  have  had,  and  how- 
ever embroiled  their  affairs  feem  to  be,  while  fcnfc 
of  freedom,  that  principle  of  a  found  conllitution 
in  the  body  politick,  is  yet  remaining,  and  whea 
nature  is  thus  ftrong  within  then^  they  may  throw 
B  3  off 
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off  their  diftempers,  and  in  time  be  reftoitd  to 
perfeft  health. 

The  moft  dangerous  difeafes  with  which  a  free 
country  can  be  infedted,  are  two  faftions,  each 
ftrong  in  numbers,  if  their  heats  and  animolities 
are  come  to  fuch  a  height,  that  any  fide,  in  the 
ftruggle  for  power,  is  willing  to  give  up  liberty^ 
rather  than  their  irregular  appetites  fliould  be  difc 
appointed.  Where  this  happens  to  be  the  cafe, 
the  condition  of  the  publick  is  indeed  very  defpe^ 
rate,  inaiinuch  as  liberty  cannot  fubfiil,  unlefs 
where  it  has  a  great  many  more  friends  than  ene* 
mies,  becaufe  they  who  attack,  fupply  by  craft  and 
diligence  what  they  want  in  other  ftrengths. 

But  where  countries  are  thus  corrupted,  princes 
have  a  noble  field  wherein  to  fhew  the  honefty  and 
virtue  of  their  minds,  by  taking  no  advant^e  of 
the  follies  and  madnefs  into  which  men  may  be  led 
by  their  ambition. 

The  nations  round  about  us  were  infiaved,  not 
by  the  prince's  fword,  but  by  their  own  flattery* 
It  is  notorious  that  the  faftion  of  ttiC  league, 
which  had  rebelled  upon  quite  an  oppofite  foot, 
gave  the  lafl:  ftroke  towards  fubverting  the  liberties 
of  France,  to  make  their  court  the  better  when 
they  were  fubdued.  After  the  reiloration  of  king 
Charles  the  fecond,  to  atone  for  old  faults,  and  to 
vie  with  the  church  who  fliould  be  the  beft  fubjefts, 
fome  were  going  to  play  the  fame  game  here,  and, 
between  the  flatterers  on  both  fides,  the  conftitutioa 
had  probably  been  given  up,  if  the  old  cavaliers 
had  not  then  made  an  unexpected  and  feaibnable 
ftand  againft  thofe  who  began  the  war,  becaufe  they 
thought  (or  pretended  to  think)  that  their  civil 
rights  had  been  invaded. 

Where  faftions  have  been,  and  are  fuffered  to 
be  of  long  continuance  in  a  kingdom,  if  abfolutc 

dominion 
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^minion  is  not  brought  in,  it  is  for  vrvant  of  an 
enterprizing  temper  in  the  Prince,  or  it  is  owing 
to  his  virtue,  wxfdom,  and  moderanon^  for  the 
tools  are  ready,  and  the  fire  being  hot,  has  made 
the  metal  foft  and  malleable,  fo  that  he  may  work 
it  into  what  fhape  he  pleafes* 

That  nation  is  happy,  where  the  Sovereign  givci 
apparent  proofs  of  defiring  no  more  authority  thaa 
what  is  intrufted  to  him  by  the  laws  :  this  pots  a 
ftop  to  the  fchemes  wicked  and  ambitious  men  will 
be  forming  (if  the  leaft  encouraged)  to  introduce 
arbitrary  power  \  which  attempts,  in  a  free  coun«* 
try,  are  perhaps  the  original  of  all  diforder  and 
mifgovernment.  But  none  wH  llrive  to  make  hin^ 
abfolute  who  does  not  wiih  fo  to  be  ^  and  when 
this  ftruggle  is  at  an  end,  there  is  no  fubftandal 
nutriment  for  faction  to  fubfift  on. 

Executive  power  is,  in  plainer  words,  the  ad»» 
miniftration  of  affairs,  wliich  can  never  be  well  ad- 
miniftered  when  fuch  bad  defigns  are  on  the  anvil; 
and  from  thence,  generally  Ipeaking,  have  been 
derived  mofl  of  the  mifchiefs  that  of  late  yeat« 
have  embroiled  and  divided  England.  When  na- 
tional intereft  has  been  neglefted,  was  it  not  in  or- 
der to  court  a  foreign  power,  which  might  awe  tlie 
people  here  at  home  ?  When  the  proteftant  intereft 
was  flruck  at,  might  not  one  of  the  prolpefts  be  to 
make  room  for  a  religion  which  better  prepares  the 
minds  of  men  for  flavery  ?  When  the  pubhck  trea^^ 
fore  was  wafted,  did  we  not  all  fee  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  it  iffued  out  to  reward  bold  mercenaries, 
who  made  open  alTaults  upon  the  conftitudon,  or 
to  pay  pioneers,  who  wrought  in  the  dark  to  un- 
dermine it?  And  thus  fecret  aims  at  arbitrary 
power  have  had  an  influence,  not  only  in  thcfc  par- 
ticulars, but  well  nigh  in  all  the  other  male-admi- 
niftrations  that  have  been  complained  of  in  this 
kingdom.  B  4  But 
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But  when  Princes  have  not  this  working  and  anx- 
ious thought  to  perplex  their  minds,  when  their 
minifters  have  not  this  load  to  bear,  and  when  thev 
are  not  in  this  wrong  bias,  which  muft  always  miJU 
lead  them  in  their  courie,  it  is  not  fo  very  difficult 
to  go  on  in  what  is  already  well  eftablilhed ;  nor,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  recover  a  ftate  from  the  difor« 
ders  pall  conduct  may  have  occafioned :  for  though 
the  cares  of  empire  are  almoft  numberlefs,  yet 
there  is  no  degree  of  comparifon  between  their 
trouble  who  tread  in  the  plain  way,  and  theirs  who 
tread  in  the  crooked  paths  of  government.  The 
principal  difficulties,  tears,  dangers,  and  jealouiies, 
follow  fuch  as  carry  on  an  illegal,  falfe  and  cor- 
rupt, not  thoie  who  have  no  more  to  do  but  to 
fupport  an  adminiftration  that  is  right  and  honeft. 

It  is  not  the  pood,  but  the  bad  bufinefs  of  4 
ftate,  that  is  fo  irkfome  and  unpleafant  ^  the  firft 
takes  up  much  time,  requires  diligence,  labour, 
and  application,  but  the  other  puts  the  mind  on  a 
perpetual  rack;  therefore  an  ambitious,  and  a 
wicked  ftatefman,  is  himlelf  a  more  miferable 
flave,  than  any  of  thofe  whom,  by  the  vicious  arts 
of  policy,  he  would  reduce  to  bondage ;  and  yet, 
both  the  great  and  little  vulgar,  who  look  no  fur- 
ther than  at  his  pomp,  his  nches,  and  his  power, 
are  fo  miflaken  as  to  thmk  him  at  the  top  of  hap- 
pineis;  whereas,  in  truth,  the  beft,  moft  un- 
blameable,  and  withal,  the  moft  fortunate  minifter 
that  ever  fat  at  helm  (all  his  honeft  and  neceffary 
cares  conlidered)  is,  in  the  thoughts  of  a  wife  man, 
more  the  fubjeft  of  compaffion  man  of  envy. 

Nor  is  the  fupreme  condition  of  Princes  fo  re- 
plete with  felicity  as  the  world  is  inclined  to  be- 
lieve. What  pleafures  or  comforts  are  there  in 
life,  which  thofe  in  a  much  lower  fphere  may  not 
enjoy,  as  well  as  they  who  fit  on  thrones  ?  Which 

of 
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of  their  moments  does  not  the  publick  claim  ?  Are 
they  not  compelled  to  beftow  moft  of  their  hours 
upon  the  bulineis  of  the  ftate?  Notwithftanding 
wnat  provilion  the  laws  have  made  to  render  their 
perfons  facred^  are  they  not  in  perpetual  danger 
n-om  the  conlpiracies  and  attem^iis  or  wicked  men  ? 
Did  not  an  enthufiaft  aflaffinate  one  of  the  beft  of 
Kin^»  furrounded  by  his  guards,  and  in  his  capi- 
tal citv  ?  And  will  not  plots  be  fometimes  formed 
agsunft  them  that  are  not  to  be  refifted  by  their 
courage,  nor  avoided  by  their  wifdom  ?  When 
misfortunes  happen  that  reflect  upon  the  honour  of 
a  nation,  the  weight  almoil  fmgly  lies  upon  the 
Prince  \  if  they  are  fuch  as  hurt  a  whole  country 
in  the  point  of  intereit,  as  for  example,  lofles  at 
iea,  by  fire,  plague^  or  famine,  he  bears  the 
largeit  fhare,  as  having  the  largeft  fhare  in  pro- 
perty. The  advcrfities  of  the  commonwealth  af- 
feft  him  in  cliief,  and  he  has  but  his  bare  propor-- 
tion  in  its  profperities :  add  to  this,  that  he  can 
hardly  have  any  private  recedes,  and  is  allowed  no 

1)rivate  inclinations  or  fiiendfhips;  that  he  muib 
ove,  and  hate,  as  moft  confifts  with  the  common 
welfare ;  that  all  he  thinks,  fays,  and  does,  muft 
center  in  the  publick ;  that  if  he  endeavours  to 
pleafe  the  good,  he  muft  of  courfe  incenfe  the  bad» 
who  are  numerous,  aftive,  and  full  of  clamours  j 
and  that  frequently  malice  enlarges  his  faults,  and 
leflens  all  his  virtues. 

When  all  this,  and  what  clfe  may  be  truly  laid 
on  the  fame  fubjeft,  is  well  weighed,  it  will  not 
appear  that  Prmces  fo  abound  in  happinels  as  the 
vulgar  think,  or  that  there  is  much  rcafon  to  re- 
pine at  what  itcofts  apcople  to  maintain  the  kingly 
office  5  for  where  this  truft  is  difchiirged  as  the  laws 
of  God  and  of  the  realm  require,  it  fully  deferves 
whatever  taxes  arc  paid  by  the  iubjeft  under  a  Ic- 
gaL  conftitutioA.  For 
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For  all  the  hazards  whereunto  Sovereigns  are 
expoied,  for  all  thofe  watchful  cares  which  keep 
them  awake,  that  others  may  deep  with  more  ft- 
curity,  they  enjoy  but  one  eflential  advantage  over 
the  reft  of  human  kind,  and  it  is  the  power  they 
have  of  doing  good ;  this  indeed  is  a  noble  prero- 
gative, and  the  only  jewel  which  fliould  make  a 
wife  Prince  think  it  worth  the  while  to  wear  a 
crown. 

Private  men  may  excel  in  courage,  or  in  wif- 
dom,  but  though  placed  much  above  their  fellow 
fubjefts,  yet  ftill  their  power  of  confering  benefits 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  confined  to  certain  limits,  and 
they  are  ftill  fo  low  as  to  have  a  limited  profpeft ; 
but  from  fuch  an  eminence  as  is  the  throne,  they 
who  ftand  upright  upon  it,  and  with  careful  eyes 
look  round  about  them,  may  fee,  pity,  and  relieve 
the  neceffities  of  human  kind,  of  which  mifgo* 
vernment  is  commonly  the  caufe. 

By  extending  their  virtues,  not  at  all  beyond 
human  reach,  they  may  render  millions  of  men 
happy,  and  fo  provide,  that  not  many  (hall  be 
miferable  •,  and  where  this  is  compaffed,  civil  go- 
vernment is  as  perfeft  as  the  narrow  policies  of 
man  can  make  it. 

And  Princes  may  bring  all  this  about  by  that 
power  of  doing  good  which  they  hold  from  the 
nature  of  their  office*,  and  when  the  adminiftration 
of  their  kingdoms  is  fo  ordered,  that  publick  li- 
berty fubfifts,  that  religion  is  maintained  in  its  due 
reverence,  that  vice  is  difcountenanced  and  piety 
is  encouraged,  that  national  intereft  is  purfued^ 
wid  national  honour  is  confulted,  that  the  laws  are 
prcferved  in  their  vigour  and  juftice  in  its  purity, 
that  the  fubjefts  arc  protefted  from  their  enemies 
abroad  and  kept  in  peace  at  home,  that  merit  is 
amply  rccompcnced  and  crimes  arc  Icverely  pu- 
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fiHhed,  that  iciences,  learning,  arts,  track  and 
manufaAures  are  favoured  and  promoted;  ia 
countries  where  all  this  is,  and  which  are  fo  ruled, 
much  the  largcft  (hare  of  the  people  enjoy  plenty^ 
peace  and  wealth;  and  they  profper  ftill  the  moitt 
as  all  theie  parts  of  government  go  on  in  a  higher 
degree  of  perieAion :  fo  that  this  power  of  doing 
good  is  an  unbounded  pleafure,  never  wanting  ofak 
je6ts,  and  is  the  only  folid  recompcnce  God  be- 
ftows,  here  on  earth,  upon  fuch  who,  by  his  pro- 
vidence, are  allotted  to  bear  the  weight  of  empire. 

And  when  Princes  fo  exert  their  courage  wif- 
dom  and  authority,  that  their  people  are  thus  well 
^vemed,  they  dHcharge  their  high  truft,  and  per- 
form their  part  of  that  executive  power  which  ia 
veiled  in  them.  But  in  regard  it  is  impoflible 
they  fliould  tranfa£t,  in  their  own  peribns,  all  that 
appertains  to  right  adminilbration,  they  can  neither 
render  themfelves  nor  their  nation  happy,  unlefs 
they  are  ferved  by  honeft  and  Ikilful  minifters :  fo 
that,  to  procure  the  lafting  fame  of  a  good  and 
profperous  reign,  it  is  incumbent  up(m  them,  not 
only  to  excel  by  their  own  a6tions,  but  likewife  to 
choofe  well,  and  afterwards  to  fee  that  none  of  the 
great  officers  of  ftate  arc  defeftive  in  their  duties, 
which  feldom  happens  when  they  are  overlooked 
with  careful  eyes. 

When  Princes  and  their  minifters  of  ftate  neglc& 
nothing  of  what  belongs  to  them,  the  fubordinate 
and  more  minifterial  parts  of  government  grow 
better  of  their  own  accord,  for  the  mafter-wheels 
going  right  fet  the  lower  in  a  true  motion ;  and 
then  the  whole  executive  power  proceeds  as  it 
ought  to  do  in  a  well-ordered  commonwealth. 

And  when  things  have  gone  amifs  in  a  country, 
generally  fpeaking,  the  fault  lay  in  the  adminiftra- 
tdon  i  either  the  Sovereign  was  himfelf  negligent, 

or 
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or  his  minillers  were  ignorant,  carelefs  or  corrupt : 
and  fo  the  diftempers  taking  firft  the  head,  feized 
the  principal  members,  and  at  iaft  came  to  Ipread 
over  all  the  other  parts.  It  is  true,  they  who  fat  at 
helm  have  been  ftill  wont  to  charge  the  temper  of 
the  Prince,  the  nature  of  the  conftitution,  or  to 
lay  at  the  doors  of  fortune  the  errors  of  their  con- 
duft. 

The  firft  is  indeed  a  plaufible  excufe  -,  for  mi- 
liifters  have  a  very  difficult  game  to  play  when  the 
Prince's  mind  has  an  ill  turn  in  it,  when  he  is  un- 
able to  aft  of  his  own  head,  and  yet  is  unwilling 
to  take  advice  from  thofe  that  can  fet  him  right  •, 
which  made  Rlchlieu  (who  had  fuch  an  one  to  deal 
with)  fay,  that  he  found  it  harder  to  manage  him- 
felf  in  the  Ruelle,  than  to  govern  all  the  reft  of 
France.  However,  it  appears  from  this  inftance, 
that  an  able  ftatefman  could  fo  work,  as,  under 
an  obftinate  and  half-witted  mafter,  to  compafs  a 
wife  adminiftration. 

But  mifmanagement  can  hardly  plead  in  its 
own  defence  the  nature  of  the  conftitution,  of 
which,  though  fome  are  more  perfeft  than  others, 
yet  few  models  are  fo  ill  contrived,  but  that,  as 
long  as  the  rules  prefcribed  by  them  are  well  ob- 
ferved,  they  fuffice  to  carry  on  the  principal  end 
of  fociety,  which  is  protection  •,  and  a  minifter 
gives  the  greater  proof  of  his  flcill,  when  he  can 
under-prop  a  building,  fo  as  to  make  it  ftand, 
though  its  foundations  are  decayed,  and  perhaps 
were  never  found  from  the  beginning. 

As  to  fortune,  it  is  the  refuge  of  none  but 
weak  men  to  blame  her,  who,  as  Machiavel 
fays,  "  Ihews  her  power  where  there  is  no  prc- 
difpofed  virtue  to  refift  her,  and  turns  all  her 
force  and  impetuofity  where  ftie  knows  there  are 
no  banks  and  no  fences  to  rcftrain  her."     True 
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wifdom  fo  provides,  that  her  attacks  are  ineffec- 
tual, or  at  leaft  foon  repairs  any  breaches  flie  has 
made ;  and  to  fay  that  divers  ftates  have  been 
overtlu-own  by  the  violence  of  fortune,  is  fo  far 
from  being  true,  that  no  great  empire  was  evel^ 
yet  deftroyed,  but  the  very  caufes  of  its  ruin  may 
be  traced  out  in  its  hiftory  feveral  years  before  it 
happened. 

And  if  it  is  afked  how  it  came  to  pais,  that  fb 
many  commonwealths  and  monarchies  have  been 
fubverted,  the  anfwer  is  eafy  -,  they  did  not  fink 
under  invafions,  or  perifh  by  foreign  force,  till  the 
way  to  conqueft  had  been  firft  opened  by  their 
own  mifgovernment. 

But  to  come  to  particulars,  and  to  examine 
into  the  original  of  thefe  various  mifchiefs  which 
have  difturbed  government,  whence  is  it  that  there 
have  been  faftions  in  a  ftate  ?  In  commonwealths 
it  was  becaufc  they  did  not  hold  a  ftrift  hand  over 
their  great  ones,  and  took  no  care  to  keep  out 
corruption  :  hereupon  the  manners  of  the  common 
people  were  depraved,  and  they  followed  thofe 
whom  they  thought  moft  willing  and  moft  able  to 
fupport  them  in  their  vices ;  and  this  firft  divided 
Rome.  In  a  monarchy,  parties  thus  took  their  rife ; 
cither  the  prince  was  weak,  unable  to  exert  the 
regal  authority,  and  fo  private  men  grew  upon 
him^  and  not  being  in  a  condition  to  fupprefs 
both,  he  was  compelled  to  court  firft  one  and 
then  the  other  fide,  as  his  neceflities  required, 
himfelf  nourifliing  that  difeafe,  which,  in  the  end, 
wafted  his  power-,  or,  if  he  had  falfe  cunning, 
and  meditated  in  his  mind  to  overthrow  the  laws, 
underhand  he  encouraged  parties,  kept  them 
equally  poifed,  and  fufiered  them  toconfume  their 
ftrength  one  againft  the  other,  in  hopes  they 
fliould  be   both  fo   impaired    by   their  mutual 
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ftrivings,  as  to  be  unable  to  give  him  oppofidoi^ 
and  thus  to  become  mafter  of  the  whole  at  laft. 

Whence  came  it  that  countries  have  been  ruined 
by  not  confulting  national  intereft  ?  Either  the 
Prince  himfelf  had  bad  defigns,  or,  not  being  en- 
dowed with  royal  virtues,  and  deflitute  ot  wif- 
dom>  he  committed  the  admmiftration  of  his  a£^ 
fairs  to  unfkilful  or  corrupt  hands. 

Whence  was  it,  that  afFefting  arbitrary  rule  has 
fo  often  thrown  this  kingdom  into  civil  wars? 
The  fault  lay  in  the  judges,  who  wrefted  law,  and 
made  it  ferve  the  turns  of  power,  and  in  the  mi- 
fliftersi,  who  did  not  perform  their  duty  in  reprc- 
fenting  to  the  Prince  the  danger  of  fuch  meafures. 

For  whence  have  arifen  thofe  fchifms  by  which 
the  church  has  been  fo  often  rent  afunder,  but 
from  ne^lcdt,  or  unfldlfulnefs,  in  the  general  ad- 
miniftration  ?  From  negled,  when  the  temple 
was  fufFered  to  be  profaned  by  the  licentious 
living,  the  pride,  ignorance  and  vices  of  the 
clergy,  which  might  induce  many  to  feparate 
from  fuch  whofe  lives  they  thought  were  a  blemifh 
to  their  doftrine.  From  imfkilfulnels,  when  the 
government  has  believed,  that  difeafes  of  long 
growth  could  admit  of  a  fudden  cure,  that,  to 
Siarp  humours,  it  was  better  to  apply  corroding 
medicines  than  lenitives,  and  that  perfecution  was 
the  only  way  of  reclaiming  nonconformiils  from 
their  errors. 

What  has  moft  frequently  been  the  caule  of 
publick  wants,  but  a  complication  of  mifinanage- 
ments,  as  well  in  the  prince  as  in  his  minifters  ? 
He  omitted  his  part,  which  was  to  overlook  them, 
and  his  negligence  produced  their  corruption; 
they  encouraged  profufion,  as  getting  moft  by  it, 
and  he  neglcfted  oeconomy,  becaufe  it  gave  him 
prcfcnt  trouble^     In  governments  ill  adminlftered, 

publick 
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publick  wants  lead  the  way,  but  private  poverty 
follows  clofe  after  ^  and  wl^n  both  happen  toge-> 
ther,  which  muft  always  be  the  cafe  at  hSt^  then 
is  ruin  near  at  hand. 

Which  way  foeverwe  look,  when  anything  has 
been  out  of  order  in  a  ftate,  generally  fpeaking^ 
the  mifchief  did  proceed  from  iome  omiffion  in  the 
executive  power,  either  from  above,  or  from 
below;  when  vice  abounds,  the  laws  againft  it  arc 
not  put  in  execution ;  when  impiety  and  irreligion 
prevail,  they  have  not  been  fufficiently  difcounte- 
nanced',  wnen  there  is  an  uncommon  decay  of 
trade,  it  is  either  not  encouraged,  or  not  protefiied  ; 
when  the  law  is  tedious  and  expeniive,  Iome  great 
corruption  has  been  fuffered  to  creep  into  the 
courts  of  juftice^  in  naval  matters,  when  good 
conduft  and  courage  are  wanting,  negligence  and 
cowardice  have  met  with  too  much  impunity. 
Thus,  in  thefe  inftances,  and  in  many  others, 
which  have  been  ever  the  fubjefts  of  compl^t, 
as  at  firft  they  were  derived  from  a  bad,  lo  they 
are  to  be  corrected  by  a  better  adminiftration  of 
affairs. 

It  has  been  obferved  long  2^,  that  to  have  but 
few  laws  is  the  mark  of  a  wife  people ;  of  which 
perhaps  the  true  meaning  may  be,  that  a  wife 
people  will  be  wifely  governed,  and  that,  in  a  wife 
government,  the  executive  power  proceeds  fo  well, 
as  not  to  be  compelled,  at  every  turn,  to  call  upon 
the  legiflature  for  affiftance. 

Some  countries  have  profpered  many  years, 
both  in  war  and  peace,  without  any  written  laws  at 
all  \  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  known  world  was 
fo  long  ruled  without  them,  that  the  word  law 
(in  the  fenfe  now  ufed)  is  no  where  to  be  found  in 
Hefiod,  or  in  Homer.  Perhaps  it  may  be  faid, 
chat  in  elder  times  the  nature  of  man  was  not  fo 
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depraved  as  It  is  at  prelent,  and  that,  as  our  vicei 
firft  made  laws  neceffar^,  fo,  as  thefe  vices  in- 
creafe^  law  muft,  from  time  to  time,  be  more  vo* 
luminous. 

This  is  an  uncontefted  truth.  But  the  chief  end 
of  government  is  to  prevent  corruptions,  and  the 
fewer  there  are  there  will  be  need  of  fewer  laws : 
fo  that  to  correft  the  manners  of  men  does  not  fo 
much  depend  upon  the  law-makers,  as  upon  thofe 
who  are  to  execute  the  laws  already  made. 

But  this  will  become  clearer  from  an  inftance^ 
than  by  arguing :   as  for  example,  the  Spartans* 
This  pHCople  fiouriflied  in  courage,  policy,  military 
difcipline,  and  all  other  virtues,  lo  long  as  they 
ftriftly  obferved  the  laws  and  model  ot  govern- 
ment prefcribed    to  them    by  Lycurgus,    from 
which  they  deviated  very  little  for  near  700  years  j 
during  which  time  they  were  the  terror  and  admi- 
ration of  all  Greece.     His  laws  were  no  more  than 
what  every  citizen  could  repeat  and  bear  in  me- 
mory,   and  yet  they  ferved  to  carry  on  a  better 
publick  adminiilration  than  was  ever  known :  nor 
can  it  be  alledged  that  this  model  was  at  firft  fo 
pcrfeft  as  to  want  no  correction  in  after-times,  for 
that  would  be  to  attribute  more  to  him  than  to 
Mofes,    a  law-giver  divinely   infpired;    but  the 
truth  rather  is,  that  a  few  laws,  well  obferved, 
may  be  fufficient  for  the  rule  of  any  country. 

Indeed  this  objeftion  lies,  that  he  baniftied  riches 
from  his  commonwealth  -,  that  from  great  riches 
fprin^  up  luxury,  ftrife,  ambition,  intemperance, 
muriher,  treafons,  and  all  other  vices  and  crimes 
againft  which  laws  are  pointed ;  that  a  fmall  coun- 
try, whofe  manners  plenty  has  not  corrupted,  is 
eafily  kept  to  its  old  conftitutions,  and  feldom 
ftands  in  need  of  new  reftraints  or  curbs  -,  but  that, 
in  large  empires,  and  rich  foils,  ftill  nwre  cnrich'd 
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by  trade  or  other  acquifitions,  and  where  vice  in- 
creafes  as  wealth  augments,  there  new  emergencies 
will  daily  arife,  that,  from  time  to  time,  require 
frefh  exertions  of  the  legiflative  power. 

To  all  which  this  anfwer  may  be  given.  That  it 
is  not  impoflible  to  make  wealth  and  virtue  con- 
fift  togetner :  it  has  been  feen  in  particular  in- 
ttances :  feveral  private  men  have  been  both  rich 
and  virtuous :  a  wife  man  brings  this  about  by 
fupprefling  his  appetites  and  paffions :  if  it  is  to 
be  done  by  a  fingle  perfon,  why,  by  general  wiC- 
dom  in  thofe  who  govern,  is  not  the  fame  to  be 
compaflcd  in  a  whole  commonwealth,  which  is 
but  a  great  body,  compofed  of  many  individuals  ? 
why  cannot  the  publick  do  that  in  the  ftate,  which 
a  fingle  man  may  do  within  himfelf  ?  if  the  laws 
are  an  unequal  match  for  vice,  to  what  purpofe 
are  they  made  ?  But  this  can  never  be  aflerted 
while  a  ftate  fubfifts  •,  therefore,  when  vice  is  not 
fupprefled,  it  is  by  reafon  that  the  laws  are  not 
put  in  execution. 

All  the  great  nations  that  we  read  of,  as  foon  as 
they  perceived  that,  either  by  conqueft,  foreign 
trafficlc,  or  by  means  of  their  own  produft, 
wealth  flowed  in  among  them,  they  made  early 
provifion  to  reftrain,  by  wholefome  laws,  the  two 
oppofite  vices,  avarice  and  luxury,  wherewith 
mighty  empires  labour,  and  which,  as  Porcius 
Cato  faid,  prove  at  laft  their  ruin.  "  Diverfis 
duobus  vitiis,  avaritia  &  luxuria  civitatem  labo- 
rare :  quae  peftes  omnia  magna  imperia  everte- 
runt."  And  while  thofe  conftitutions  remain  in 
force,  the  commonwealth  continues  uncorrupted  5 
but  when  this  adminiftratlon  is  flackened,  the 
people  run  into  thofe  excefles  by  which  their  go- 
vernment is  at  laft  dcftroyed. 

Vol.  V.  C  As 


j8  Feact  at  Homep 

As  well  in  great,  as  in  lefs  dominions,  £>  long 
as  old  laws  are  maintained  in  their  full  force,  vice 
will  get  fo  little  ground,  that  new  ones  will  be 
feldom  wanted.  It  is  certain  when  new  diftempers 
fliow  themfelves,  frefh  remedies  muft  be  appued, 
but  fuch  emergencies  rarely  happen  in  a  ftate  well 

S^vemed ;  for  the  fame  Cato,  in  a  fpeech  before 
e  fenate,  reckons  up  but  three  inftances,  down  to 
his  time,  wherein  recourfe  was  had  to  the  legiOa- 
ture  to  animadvert  upon  the  growii^  avarice  and 
luxuries  of  Rome,  to  wit,  in  the  Licinian,  the 
Cincian  and  Oppian  laws :  with  fo  much  care  and 
wifdom  were  their  affairs  adminiftercd. 

And  this  Oppian  law  is  a  proof  how  flridUy 
their  executive  power  proceeded.  It  was  made 
to  reftrain  the  exccfies  of  their  women  in  jewels 
and  apparel,  but  it  was  not  like  the  fun^tuary 
laws  in  England  and  other  countries,  forgotten  as 
foon  as  enaded ;  for  though  it  had  been  eftablifhed 
in  the  heat  of  the  fecond  Punic  war,  while  the 
flate  was  poor,  and  though  it  almoft  levelled,  in 
their  dreffes,  the  prime  matrons  with  the  vulgar, 
yet  none  prefumed  to  break  it :  but  the  female 
fcx,  not  brooking  this  feverity  when  wealth 
abounded,  were  flill  compelled  to  apply  to  the 
tribunes  of  the  people,  that  the  conftitution 
might  be  abrogated ;  which  was  done  accordingly, 
though  much  againft  the  fenfe  of  Cato,  who  faw 
further  than  the  reft  of  the  fenate,  and  without 
doubt  knew  how  much  the  repealing  of  one  good 
law  impaired  the  authority  of  all  the  reft. 

When  the  publick  is  out  of  order,  ftate  empi- 
ricks  prefcribe  new  laws  j  but,  as  much  phyfick 
deftroys  the  natural,  fo  too  many  of  thefe  remedies 
hurt  the  political  conftitution  *,  and,  as  the  bodies 
of  men  are  beft  maintained  in  health,  by  exercife, 
wholeibme  diet,  and  ^  good  regimen  in  living,  fo 
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ftates  are  preferved  by  aAive  motions  in  the  mini- 
fterial  power,  by  wife  and  honeft  councils,  and 
by  keeping  all  the  diftinA  members  of  the  com- 
monwealth to  a  juft  performance  of  their  duty. 

As  much  phyfick  viciates  the  blood,  fo  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  laws  depraves  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  makes  them  lofe  that  reverence  to  the 
publick,  without  which  government  cannot  long 
nibfift ;  for  they  are  apt  to  believe  their  conftitu- 
tion  itfelf  very  iniperfeft,  when  it  wants  fo  often 
to  be  mended.  It  it  is  faulty,  it  is  a  fecret  with 
which  the  vulgar  ihould  never  be  made  acquainted^ 
leaft  they  take  in  hand  to  give  it  a  better  form, 
who  incline  to  think  they  nave  a  right  to  inter- 
meddle^ when,  above,  all  is  out  of  order.  But 
nothing  can  be  a  plainer  evidence  that  it  has  ma- 
terial raults,  than  when  the  multitude  fee  the  le- 
^llature  fo  frequently  called  upon  to  correft  its 
errors. 

It  is  refpef);  that  fuftains  empire,  and  enables  a 
few  to  rule  the  many;  but  this  rei^peft  is  loft 
when  opinion  ceafes  of  the  few  being  ^'ave,  wife^ 
conftant,  and  almoft  infallible^  for  to,  in  their 
proceedings,  they  fliould  be  thought ;  but  when 
the^  {hew  marks  of  lightnefs,  that  the  refult  of 
their  councils  is  fuch  as  muft  foon  be  altered , 
that  their  wifdom  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  root  out 
any  mifchief  all  at  once,  but  are  forced  to  pull  at 
it  a  fecond,  a  third  time,  and  vet  fail  at  lafl: ;  that 
mifgovemment  increafes  as  fait  as  the  laws  to  pre- 
vent it  are  increafed,  the  people  be^n  to  delpile 
both  the  legiflative  and  the  miniftenal  authority ; 
and  this  contempt  produces  factions,  murmur, 
dilbbedience,  (edition,  and  perhaps,  in  the  end, 
a  total  fubverlion  of  the  ftate. 

Government  is  never  upon  a  right  foot,  but 

when  the  fandions  q£  the  kgiflature  are  fo  facred, 
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that  it  becomes  hard  to  judge  who  are  moft  afraid^ 
the  people  to  break  the  laws,  or  the  minifterial 
power  not  to  put  them  in  execution :  but  to  be 
thus  venerable,  they  muft  not  be  enafted  upon 
every  flight  fuggeftion,  nor  repealed  with  the  fame 
levity ;  they  muft  be  few  and  efFeftual,  efteemed 
from  their  weight,  and  not  their  number. 

It  is  evident  beyond  all  difpute,  that,  in  ftates 
ill  adminiftered,  where  the  feweft  laws  are  ob- 
ferved,  they  abound  moft ;  not  that  their  corrup- 
tions require  more,  but  their  corruptions  are  the 
caufe  that  fo  few  are  put  in  execution.  And  thus 
a  languiftiing  commonwealth,  uneafy  with  its  di- 
ftempers,  applies  to  law-makers  for  relief,  but 
either  quite  throws  away  the  remedies,  or  ufes 
them  fo  ftiort  a  time  th  t  the  peccant  humours 
cannot  be  carried  off,  and  growing  worfe  and 
worfe,  calls  out  ftill  for  frefli  prefcriptions,  which 
are  all  to  no  purpofe,  it  being  impoflible  to  cure 
thofe  who  will  neither  take  the  phyfick  direfted, 
nor  yet  alter  their  courfe  of  diet. 

But  a  government,  conducting  itfelf  with  equity, 
courage  and  wifdom,  will  rarely  ftand  in  need  of 
thefe  phyficians,  and  fo  order  the  whole  bufmefs 
of  the  publick,  as  to  make  it  an  equal  matter  of 
wonder  among  the  people,  to  have  a  new  law 
made,  or  to  fee  an  old  one  broken. 

All  which  a  good  adminiftration  may  bring 
about,  by  giving  an  early  check  to  corruption  and 
abufes,  as  tliey  are  feen  to  rife  within  the  com- 
monwealth i  or  where  they  have  already  a  large  en- 
trance, by  drawing  down  the  laws  with  all  their 
force  upon  them.  It  is  indeed  lefs  difficult  to 
keep  a  right  eftablifhment  from  declining,  than  to 
work  order  out  of  confufion,  to  eradicate  vices 
that  have  been  fixed  many  years,  or  to  make  thofe 
capable  of  a  wife  and  fteady  rule,  who  have  been 

fo 
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(b  long  mlfgoverned,  that  perhaps  the  majority, 
throu^  intereil  or  inclination,  begin  to  like  it. 

In  either  of  thefe  cafes,  be  the  affairs  of  the 
publick  upon  a  good,  or  a  bad  foot,  the  affiilance 
of  the  legiflature  will,  from  time  to  time,  be 
wanting  to  keep  what  Hands  upright  from  warping, 
and  to  llraiten  what  is  crooked.  The  nature  of 
man  leans  more  to  vice  than  virtue ;  to  fupprefs 
one,  and  promote  the  other,  is  the  aim  or  laws, 
and  the  proper  bufinefs  of  the  legiflature,  which, 
when  the  commonwealth  is  diftempered,  muft  pre- 
fcribe  either  purging  or  rcftoring  medicines,  but 
not  fo  frequently  that  the  body  politick  fhall  live 
upon  this  phyfick,  and  that  ftrong  cordials  and 
high  reitoratives  muft  become  its  only  food  and 
nouriflimenL 

But  though  the  conftitution  of  a  ftate  may  be  fo 
impaired,  by  time  and  accidents,  that  it  can  no 
longer  ftand,  unlefs  it  is  often  mended  and  propt 
up,  now  in  one  part  and  then  in  another,  yet  it 
does  not  feem  Lmpofllble  but  that  a  government 
may  at  leaft  be  fo  well  managed,  that  the  legiflature 
Ihall  not  be  neceflitated  to  take  upon  itfelf.  In  a 
manner,  all  the  executive  power,  and  be  compelled 
to  interpole  in  the  whole  adminiftration  of  ^airs. 

No  doubt  there  can  be  nothing  more  dangerous 
than  to  mingle  thefe  two  authorities,  which,  in  a 
well-formed  model,  are  in  their  nature  fo  diftinft, 
and  cannot  be  confounded  together  without  an  en- 
tire change  of  the  conftitution ;  as  for  example, 
that  of  England  is  called  a  limited  monaichy,  but 
if  the  executive  power  affumes  an  authority  to 
make  laws,  it  then  degenerates  into  tyranny :  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  bufmefs  of  the  ftate  is  always 
fo  mifmanaged,  that  there  lies  a  neceffityupon  tne 
l^flature  to  do  what  properly  belongs  to  the  exe- 
cutive power,  the  government  muft  in  time  become 
C  3  ariftocf  atical^ 
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ariftocratical,  though  here  it  would  be  moil  likely 
to  end  in  a  democracy. 

However,  fuppofe  this  confufion  might  be  con- 
tmued  without  hazard  to  the  crown,  which  feems 
in  the  higheft  degree  improbable,  yet  it  brings  fo 
man^  difficulties  upon  princes,  and  their  people, 
that  it  is  with  the  utmoft  care  to  be  avoided. 

In  the  natural  body,  the  head  does  not  walk, 
the  hands  digett,  or  the  ftomach  think,  but  each 
member  has  its  proper  and  feparate  performances. 
It  is  the  fame  in  a  ftate  well  regulated,  whereof  all 
the  parts  that  compofc  it  have  their  diftinft  and 
peculiar  funftions.  Sovereigns,  in  their  legiflative 
capacity,  with  the  other  parts  compofm^  the  le- 
giflature,  ordain  •,  what  has  been,  or  is,  from  time 
to  time,  thus  ordained,  they,  their  mlnifters  and 
officers,  pur  in  execution ;  and  when  to  all  this 
the  people  give  due  obedience,  the  commonwealth 
is  perfeft. 

But  in  a  ftate  whofe  affairs  are  out  of  order,  all 
this  proceeds  quite  otherwife  ;  the  legiflature  can- 
not confult  maturely  for  the  publick  in  making 
laws,  by  reafon  their  time  is  wholly  taken  up  with 
enquiries,  and  in  performing  that  which  fliould  have 
been  done  by  others  \  and  the  minifterial  authority, 
terrified  by  a  fuperior  power,  remains  aftonilhed  and 
unaftive,  and  having  given  offence  by  doing,  or 
by  being  thought  to  do  amifs,  thinks  to  atone  by 
doing  nothing.  In  the  mean  while  good  princes, 
who  defire  to  pleafe  their  people,  are  uncertain 
how  much  of  tne  executive  power  they  fhall  leave 
to  the  legiflature,  how  far  they  fhall  aft  them- 
felves,  and  how  much  may  be  committed  to  their 
minifters :  and  what  does  this  uncertainty  pro- 
duce, but  an  adminiftration  both  impotent  and 
carelcfs  ? 

But 
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But  it  may  be  afked,  are  the  law-makers  to  fit 
Hill  and  fee  a  country  ruined  ?  If  trade  in  general 
is  negledted^  or  if  any  branch  of  it  is  not  national, 
but  deftruftive,  are  not  they  to  take  care  it  may 
be  fet  upon  a  better  foot  ?  Does  it  not  belong  to 
them  to  punifli  abufes  and  corruptions  in  the 
courts  of  juftice  ?  Are  they  not  to  reform  im- 
piety, fupcrftition,  and  vices,  that  creep  into  the 
doftrine  and  praftice  of  the  church  ?  If  the 
publick  treafure  is  wafted  or  embezzled,  are  not 
they  to  examine  into  and  redrefs  this  grievance  ? 
If  the  difcipline  of  the  navy,  by  former  mifma- 
nagement  and  negligence,  has  been  corrupted, 
does  it  not  import  them  to  put  it  in  a  righter  me- 
thod ?  If  the  honor  and  fafety  of  the  realm  has  not 
been  confulted  or  regarded  in  the  adminiftration  at 
home,  or  in  treaties  and  alliances  abroad,  are  not 
they  to  interpofe  with  founder  and  better  counfels  ? 
Laftly,  Are  not  they  to  fee  that  the  minifters  of 
ftate  perform  their  refpeftive  duties,  and,  from 
time  to  time,  to  call  fuch  of  them  to  an  account, 
whofe  conftant  meafures  and  proceedings  denote 
them  to  be  negligent,  unfkilful,  or  corrupt  ? 

No  doubt  all  this,  and  feveral  more  points  here 
omitted,  are  the  proper  objcfts  of  the  legiflativc 
care  and  wifdom,  which  is  to  intervene  with  its 
authority,  as  the  matter  requires,  not  only  with 
reprefentations  and  advices  to  the  throne,  but  by 
offering  new  laws,  when  the  fault  or  mifgovcrn- 
ment  can  be  mended  no  other  way. 

But  the  queftion  will  be,  how  far  frequent  ex- 
ertions of  this  power  are  prudent,  fafe,  and  con- 
fiftent  with  the  nature  ot  the  conftitutionf  and 
whether  moft  of  the  errors  in  a  ftate  may  not  be 
redrefled,  though  the  law-makers  do  no  more  than 
overlook  the  minifterial  officers  ?  and  whether 
fuch  a  general  infpeftion  may  not  be  as  efFeftual 
C  4  towards 
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tx>wards  reftorlng  order  and  good  government,  a5i 
for  the  legiflature  to  take  upon  itlclf  the  endlefs 
trouble  of  doing  that  which  Ihould  be  done  by 
others  ? 

When  the  law-makers  tranfaft  the  whole  bufi- 
nefs  of  a  ftate,  for  what  can  the  minifters  be  ac- 
countable ?  or,  when  the  executive  power  ftands 
divided  between  minifters  and  one  part  of  the 
conftitution,  is  not  the  match  very  unequal? 
What  courage  can  private  men  have  to  aft  in  fuch 
a  partnerfhip  ?  and  muft  they  not  rather  leave  all 
to  their  management,  who,  colleftively  confidered, 
are  fo  much  luperior  to  them  ?  If  all  is  left  to 
them  (as  cautious  ftatefmen  muft  think  it  their  in- 
tereft  to  do,  when  the  legiflature  feems  to  defire  it) 
then,  as  has  been  faid  before,  the  conftitution  is 
in  danger  of  becoming  arittocratical.  But  the 
cafe  moft  commonly  happens  to  be,  that  they  do 
fome  things  themfelves,  leaving  others  to  the  mi- 
nifters of  ftate,  without  declaring  which  fliall  be 
their  part,  and  which  not :  from  whence  follows 
a  making  good  of  the  old  adage,  that  no  body 
minds  what  is  every  body's  bufinels,  and  between 
them  the  general  adminiftration  Is  negleftcd. 

The  great  officers  of  a  kmgdom  are  rewarded 
with  precedence,  honors,  power,  and  the  lawful 
profits  of  their  employments  •,  for  all  which  it  is 
but  fit  tiiey  fhould  proportionably  labour  in  the 
fervice  of  the  publick.  If  they  are  allowed  to 
enjoy  hefe  benefits,  and  the  law-makers  muft  un- 
dtrgo  the  whole  pains  and  trouble  of  government, 
the  condition  of  minifters  would  be  happy,  but 
yet  happier,  if  they  are  not  accountable,  as  in 
reafon  they  ought  not  to  be,  when  others  take  in 
hand  the  bufinefs  which  belongs  to  them. 

But  this  could  never  be  intended  in  any  wife 
conftitution.     That  of  Engl  nd  has  annexed  high 

honours 
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honours  and  lai^  emoluments  to  the  reQ)e&ive 
funftions  of  the  minifterial  power,  and  has  slven 
to  each  diftuiA  authorities,  of  which  doubtl<£  the 
meaning  muft  have  been,  that  the  ftate  might 
know  whom  particularly  to  call  upon,  when  the 
affairs  of  government  were  mifinanaged. 

It  is  a  nmdamental  maxim  here,  that  male-ad* 
miniftration  fliall  not  excufe  itfelf  by  pleading  the 
prince's  direftions,  pleaiure  or  command,  who  can 
do  no  wrong  -,  and  It  is  full  as  reafonable  to  take 
from  minifters  all  occafions  and  pretences  to  throw 
the  blame  of  what  goes  amils  upon  any  other  part 
of  the  conllitution  :  nor  can  it  be  wife  to  let  the 
people  know  that  any  part  of  the  fupreme  power  is 
capable  of  committing  frequent  errors. 

But  great  aflemblles  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
danger  of  often  erring  when  they  go  out  of  their 
legiflative  capacity,  and  engage  m  the  fubtle  and 
minute  intricacies  of  the  executive  power,  where 
all  the  corrupt  members  of  the  ftate  think  it  their 
intereft  to  millead  them,  and  obftruc):  their  endea* 
vours,  that  fuch  good  intendons  for  the  publick 
may  at  laft  be  defeated,  as  generally  they  are  in 
the  conclufion,  after  much  time  has  been  loft, 
which  might  have  been  employed  in  matters  of 
real  ufc  and  fcrvice  to  the  commonwealth. 

However,  the  adminiftration  happens  fometimes 
to  be  fo  neglected,  that  there  lies  upon  them  an 
abfolute  neceflity  to  interpofe,  or  all  muft  go  to 
ruin.  When  this  appears,  and  on  fuch  high  oc- 
cafions, they  refort  to  extraordinary  remedies,  and 
fupply  with  their  own  proceedings  what  is  defec- 
tive in  the  minifterial  power,  as  the  general  of  an 
army  is  now  and  then  to  fi^t  with  his  own  hands 
like  a  common  foldier ;  but  as  to  do  this  in  every 
(kirmifii  would  be  thought  levity  in  a  great  com- 
mander, fo,  perhaps,  it  may  not  become  the  gra- 
vity 
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vity  and  wifdom  of  the  leciflature  to  engage  in 
every  trivial  bufinefs  of  the  ftate. 

When  the  perfons  of  men,  or  their  crimes,  are 
grown  too  big  for  the  laws  in  their  common  courie 
to  deal  with,  or  when  they  to  whom  the  manage- 
ment of  aflfairs  is  conunitted  negleft  their  duty,  or 
betray  their  truil,  then  is  the  proper  feafon  for 
the  legiflature  to  exert  itfelf,  upon  which  the  im- 
putation of  afTuming  the  executive  power  can 
never  be  fixed,  while  it  undertakes  no  more  than 
to  intermeddle  with  what  is  either  omitted,  or  with 
what  is  too  ftrong  to  be  encountered  by  the  fub- 
ordinate  parts  of  government. 

And  the  feldomer  it  is  made  ufc  of,  the  more 
venerable  this  authority  becomes  -,  whereas,  when 
the  people  are  as  much  accuftomed  to  it  as  they 
are  to  the  common  exercife  of  other  powers,  its 
enquiries,  attempts  to  reform,  complaints  and  ac- 
culations,  are  looked  upon  as  things  of  courfe, 
and,  from  their  frequency,  grow  not  to  be  re- 
garded by  thofe  who  would  maintain,  and  not  be 
awful  to  fuch  as  would  invade  the  conllitution. 

The  legiflature  beft  preferves  its  weight  when  it 
attacks  but  one  crime  or  one  mifmanagcment  at 
once :  it  preferves  its  weight,  becaufe,  in  this 
conflift  againft  a  fingle  opponent,  it  may,  and  In- 
deed always  does  prevail ;  whereas  it  runs  the  ha- 
zard of  being  foiled  and  defeated,  when  it  goes 
about  to  contend  with  a  multitude  of  enemies. 

And  in  fuch  fingle  attempts,  of  firft  mending 
one  thing  and  then  another,  it  interferes  lefs  with 
the  executive  power,  of  which  every  part,  either 
through  fear,  or  through  caution,  is  at  a  ftand, 
when  the  whole  adminiftration  is  in  a  manner 
queftioned. 

To  apply  to  the  throne,  and  to  call  upon  the 
miniftry  for  redrefs  of  errors  in  the  ftate,  to  com- 
mit 
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mit  to  the  government's  care  whatever  it  is  abk  to 
compafs,  to  help  its  omiflions  by  advices  or  new 
laws  when  wanted,  to  think  of  mending  by  de- 
grees, and  not  with  fuch  hafte  as  cannot  fucceed  ; 
to  leave  no  fault,  vice  or  crime  unconquered, 
when  once  alTaulted,  and  to  exert  itlelf  but  upon 
great  occafions,  are,  perhaps,  the  true  methods  of 
preferving  to  the  legiflative  authority  that  due  re* 
fpeft  from  the  multitude,  without  which  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  keep  a  free  country  from  running  into 
the  abfolute  dominion  of  a  fingle  perfon. 

Let  minifters  behave  themfclves  vdth  all  ima- 
ginable integrity,  let  them  be  eafy  of  accefs, 
courteous,  willing  to  do  good  offices,  ready  to 
advance  merit,  faithful  to  the  prince,  vigilant  for 
the  ftate,  and  careful  of  the  people,  yet  there  is 
ftiU  fomething  in  eminent  power  fo  hated,  feared  or 
envied,  that  they  can  never  a£t  in  fuch  a  manner 
but  they  muft  have  many  enemies :  if  they  arc 
active,  they  dilpleafe  thofe  who  love  pleafure  more 
than  bufinefs  •,  if  they  are  frugal  for  the  country, 
they  are  not  liked  at  court :  their  care  of  the 
people  is  called  affecting  popularity;  for  their 
good  offices  they  are  fcarce  thanked  by  thofe  that 
tafte  the  benefit,  who  are  apt  to  think  they  deferve 
more,  and  they  are  forced  to  difappoint  far  a 
greater  number  than  it  is  within  their  fpherc  to 
gratify. 

But,  not  to  contemplate  the  diftind  ftations  of 
great  men,  let  us  confider  a  whole  government 
together  in  its  executive  capacity.  It  is  the  duty 
of  fuch  as  fit  at  helm  to  root  out  vice,  to  take  care 
that  furious  zeal  may  commit  no  outrage,  and 
that  fuperftition  may  get  no  entrance ;  to  punifh 
immoralities,  to  fee  that  the  prince  may  not  be  fe- 
cretly  deceived  nor  openly  plundered,  to  rcftrain 
luxury,  to  hinder  panies  from  hurting  one  another 

or 
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or  the  publick,  to  countermine  againft  the  dark 
workings  of  ambition,  and  to  rule  with  fuch  wif- 
dom,  that  neither  plenty  nor  wants  may  beget 
difobedience  in  the  people ;  all  which,  and  much 
more,  is  the  bufinels  of  a  fevere,  fteady,  and  right 
management. 

But  muft  not  the  doing  all  this  contraft  many 
enemies  ?  If  things  are  ill-condufted,  the  good  will 
be  difpleafed ;  if  well,  the  bad  are  difcontented  •, 
fo  that  it  is  impoffible  to  govern  in  fuch  a  manner, 
but  there  muft  be  a  great  number  who  will  cenfure 
the  management  of  affairs :  befides,  the  ftate  is 
never  without  fome  who  may  be  called  wanton  ene- 
mies, who  hurt  it  without  malice,  by  reafon  they 
have  nothing  elfe  to  do,  and  becaufe  to  find  fault 
is  the  moft  pleafant  fubjeft  wit  can  work  upon, 
and  a  never-failing  matter  for  difcourfe. 

That  authority  fhould  be  thus  maligned.  In 
whatever  hands  it  is  lodged,  may  not  one  of  the 
caufes  be,  that  we  retain  fome  thoughts  of  that 
equality  wherein  the  race  of  men  were  placed  in 
the  free  ftate  of  nature  ?  that  by  fubmitting  to 
laws,  and  the  rules  of  fociety,  man  is  inclined  to 
think  he  has  not  fo  diverted  himfelf  of  his  natural 
right,  but  that  there  ftill  remains  a  claim,  which 
he  feems  to  put  in  when  he  finds  fault  with  fuch  as 
are  above  him. 

From  whence  foever  it  proceeds,  it  is  evident 
that,  at  all  times,  the  exercife  of  power  has  been 
accompanied  not  only  with  the  envy,  but  often 
with  the  hatred  of  thofe  whom  fortune  has  placed 
in  a  lower  degree  •,  all  which  they  fhould  bear 
without  repining,  who,  to  enjoy  the  profits  and 
titles  which  follow  power,  are  contented  to  be  the 
flaves  of  bufincfs. 

But  the  legiflature,  whofe  fervice  to  the  publick 
is  voluntary,  and  attended  with  no  recompence, 

except 
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except  the  honour  of  doing  well,  fhould  endeavour 
to  avoid  all  this  envy  and  hatred,  which  feem  {o 
infeparably  joined  to  the  executive  part  of  power, 
and  leave  thofe  burthens  to  fuch  as  are  paid  for 
what  they  fufFer. 

There  is  nothing  more  natural,  than  for  the 
commonalty  to  love  their  own  reprefentatives, 
and  to  refpeft  that  authority,  which,  by  the  con- 
ftitution,  was  eftabliflied  to  proteft  their  civil 
rights  i  and  yet  the  parliament  in  1640  is  an  in- 
ftancc,  that  when  the  Houfe  of  Commons  took 
upon  themfelves  the  whole  adminiftration  of  af- 
fairs, the  people  grew  as  weary  of  them  as  they 
had  formerly  been  of  ftate  minifters,  and,  when 
in  this  executive  capacity,  many  of  the  multitude 
began  to  complain  of  their  proceedings,  queftion 
their  privileges,  and  arraign  their  authority  •,  for 
when  coUeftive  bodies  take  in  hand  fuch  affairs  as 
were  wont  to  be  tranfafted  by  private  men,  man- 
kind is  apt  to  fufpeft  they  may  be  liable  to  thofe 
partialities,  errors,  or  corruptions,  of  which  par- 
ticular perfons  may  be  accufed  in  their  manage- 
ment ;  fo  that  it  is  poffible  for  aflemblies  to  be- 
come unpopular,  as  well  as  minifters  of  ftate. 

But  had  that  parliament  (which  was  indeed 
driven  into  a  variety  of  enquiries,  by  numberlefs 
errors,  corruptions,  and  neglefts  in  the  admini- 
ftration) proceeded  by  degrees,  and  reformed  one 
abufe  after  another,  without  embracing  too  much 
at  once,  they  had  not  overthrown  the  ftate  as  they 
did,  and  they  had  given  diftafte  to  none  but  the 
very  criminals  upon  whom  they  animadverted  in 
their  enquiries  and  complaints ;  and  when  this 
courfe  is  taken,  ambitious  and  defigning  men 
will  never  have  it  in  their  power  to  fhake  the 
people  in  their  afFeftions  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

X  When 
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When  the  executive  power  proceeds  amiis,  not 
only  the  legiflature  may  interpofe,  but  each  parti- 
cular member  of  the  commonwealth  thinks  it  law- 
ful for  him  to  intermeddle.  For  man,  having  firft 
fubjefted  himfelf  to  government,  for  eafe,  plenty 
and  proteftion,  if  he  is  neither  happy  nor  fafe, 
through  their  fault  who  mle,  begins  to  believe  that 
the  contraft  is  broken,  into  which  he  entered  for 
the  benefit  of  fociety  •,  that  they  who,  by  their  con- 
duft,  fhew  themfelves  to  be  no  ftronger  nor  wifer 
than  he  is,  have  no  right  to  command  him ;  that 
he  is  returned  into  the  full  liberty  his  progenitors 
enjoyed  in  the  free  ftate  of  nature,  and  that  he 
may  adt  for  himfelf,  and  take  all  the  ways  of  con- 
fulting  and  compaffing  his  own  fafety. 

And  probably  from  hence  it  is,  that,  under 
loofe  and  weak  adminiftrations,  all  degrees,  from 
the  higheft  to  the  loweft  of  the  people,  will  be 
ftatefmen  ;  and  the  vulgar,  growing  from  time  to 
time  ftill  more  inquifitive,  cenforious  and  turbu- 
lent, it  becomes  at  laft  very  difficult  to  keep  them 
within  the  bounds  of  duty  to  their  rulers. 

In  this  uneafy  condition  they  fufpeft  and  hate 
that  miniftry  whereof  they  have  had  experience, 
which  leads  them  to  fly  for  refuge  to  thofe  whofe 
vices  lie  concealed,  becaufe  they  have  not  yet  ap- 
peared upon  the  ftage  of  bufinels.  But  when  their 
clamours  have  produced  a  change  of  hands,  find- 
ing themfelves  no  better  than  they  were,  they  com- 
plain on,  being  full  of  jealoufies  and  difcontents. 
And  all  this  is  the  matter  out  of  which  wicked  and 
ambitious  men  create  faftions  in  kingdoms  and 
conimonwealths  ;  and  from  hence  parties  are 
formed,  who  become  infignificant  and  unregarded 
when  there  are  few  or  no  faults  in  the  executive 
power,  that  is,  when  the  general  adminiftration  of 
affairs  is  found  and  perfeft. 

SECT. 
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SECT.    XIV. 

Of  Minijiers  of  State. 

IT  was  a  faying  of  Hannibal,  that  many  things, 
which  in  their  own  nature  feem  ahnoft  impof- 
fible,  are  to  be  compafTed  when  taken  in  hand 
with  Ikill :  "  Multa  quae  impedita  natura  funt, 
confilio  expediuntur."     To  reftore  order  in  a  ftate 
where  all  has  been  in  confufion,  vigilance  in  the 
publick  where  its  bufinefs  is  ufed  to  be  neglefted, 
frugality  where  oppofite  courfes  have  been  thought 
moft  politick,  and  probity  among  thofe  who  are 
long  accuftomed  to  corruption ;  or,  to  lead  fuch 
into  the  plain  ways  of  honefty  and  tnith,  whofe 
experience  and  dexterity  is  more  verfed  in  wrong 
than  in  right  meafures ;  to  fupprefs  faction  in  a 
country  where  moft  of  the  great  men,  for  many 
years,  have  known  no  other  road  to  honor  and 
preferments;  to  reconcile  parties,  when  perhaps 
DOth  think  it  their  intereft  to  remain  divided,  one 
fide  aiming  to  engrofs  all,  and  to  exclude  rivals  in 
the  prefcnt  jundturc,  and  the  other  fide  defiring 
Ukewife,   in  their  turn,  to  have  no  competitors, 
conceiving  vaft  hopes  from  the  future  condition 
of  things  •,    to  bring  affairs  fo  embroiled  into  a 
better  pofture,  is,  without  doubt,  very  difficult ; 
but  who  can  pretend  it  is  out  of  the  reach  of  hu- 
man wifdom,  fince  there  are  inftances,  and  not 
remote  ones,  in  hiftory,  that  as  much  as  all  this 
has  been  brought  about  by  a  wife  and  virtuous 
prince,  affifted  with  a  good  and  faithful  council  ? 
As  I  have  noted  before,  parties,  far  more  ex- 
afperated  againft  one  another  than  ours  can  be, 
and  when  the  fword  of  civil  war  had  been  un- 
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Iheathed  for  near  40  years,  were  reconciled  In 
France  by  Henry  the  fourth,  a  king  roughly  bred 
in  camps,  a  ftranger  to  the  flcill  of  courts,  and  who 
had  not  the  natural  parts  which  fliined  in  his  im- 
mediate predeceflbr  Henry  the  third,  and  none  of 
that  dark  cunning  which  lurked  in  the  fubtle  head 
of  Lewis  the  eleventh  -,  but  heaven  had  blefled  him 
with  what  was  much  better,  a  mind  nobly  difpofed, 
full  of  virtuous  thoughts  and  tender  inclinations 
towards  his  people. 

The  deep  reaches  of  policy,  fo  much  applauded 
in  fome  kings,  have  generally  tended  more  to  the 
hurt  than  good  of  human  kind :  in  thofe  dark 
caverns  and  recedes  of  the  brain  are  often  forged 
the  chains  of  bondage ;  and  as,  in  relation  to 
private  men,  honefty  will  in  the  end  be  always 
found  the  beft  policy,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  to 
princes,  true  honefty  ought  to  be  accounted  the 
iublimeft  part  of  wSdom. 

Machiavel  obferves,  that  they  are  very  much 
miftaken  who  are  apt  to  cry,  when  princes  have 
created  in  the  people  an  opinion  of  their  prudence, 
that  the  excellencies  of  their  own  nature  are  not 
to  be  thanked  for  this,  but  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
good  councils  of  thofe  who  are  about  them ; 
whereas,  fays  he,  it  is  an  infallible  rule,  that  a 
prince  who  has  no  wifdom  of  his  own,  can  never  be 
well  advifed,  and  that  good  councils  proceed  ra- 
ther from  the  wifdom  of  the  prince,  than  the 
prince's  wifdom  from  the  goodnefs  of  his  councils. 

This  obfervation  holds  yet  truer  in  Endand 
than  perhaps  in  other  countries.  France  had  a 
fteady  and  wife  management  of  affairs  under  a 
weak  prince,  Lewis  the  thirteenth,  who  at  laft  com- 
mitted the  whole  adminiftration,  fucceffively,  to 
the  cardinals  Richlleu  and  Mazarine,  and  thefe 
indeed  ruled  the  kingdom.     But  among  us,  not 

one 
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one  inftance  can  be  given,  that  things  have  been 
well  adminiftered  in  the  realm,  when  the  Sovereign 
was  defective  in  thofe  abilities  of  the  mind  which 
are  requifite  for  empire. 

The  reafon  whereof  is  obvious  to  any  who  con- 
fider  the  nature  of  our  government,  and  of  its 
people.  A  free  country,  and  men  jealous  of  th-.ir 
iberties,  can  never  brook  that  the  Prince  fhould 
5C  engroffed  by  any  one  perfon.  Whoever  pre- 
tended to  take  upon  himfelf  this  poft,  and  to  be  a 
minifter  without  affociates  in  authority,  has  always 
been  unfortunate.  Wolfey,  as  peradventure  he 
was  the  ableft  man  we  ever  had  for  fuch  a  ftation, 
fo  he  held  it  the  longed,  and  yet  h^  funk  at  laft 
under  the  weight  of  being  a  fingle  minifter. 

Therefore,  fince  the  form  of  this  conftitutlon, 
and  temper  of  the  people,  feem  to  require,  that 
the  council  by  which  the  affairs  of  ftate  are  go- 
verned ihould  confift  of  more  than  arc  confulted 
in  an  abfolute  dominion,  and  fince  many  muft 
here  participate  in  the  derivative  power,  if  Princes 
are  not  endowed  with  faculties  to  ju(%e  amidft 
thefe  numb'^rs,  they  will  be  ever  at  a  lofe. 

Even  where  all  have  the  fame  right  intentions 
to  the  ftate,  and  the  fame  ardour  in  the  Prince's 
fervice,  ftill,  among  feveral  heads,  there  will  be 
variety  of  opinions,  and  it  muft  b^  a  good  judg- 
ment that  can  determine,  which  of  divers  advices 
is  the  belt 

But  fome  of  our  Princes  heretofore  have  been  fb 
unfortunate,  that  their  very  minifters  were  di- 
vided, which  always  happened  to  be  the  cafe 
when  there  were  parties  in  the  kingdom;  and 
then  to  fteer  ^  true  courfe  was  yet  more  difficult, 
and  it  required  a  quick  eye  to  fee  which  councils 
were  fuggefted  by  his  ambition  who  gave  them, 
his  own  intereft,  corruption  or  intemperate  zeal, 
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or  which  were  the  refult  of  long  experience,  per- 
feft  wifdom,  and  real  afFeftion  to  the  publick, 
cfpccially  becaufe  it  is  not  hard  for  great  parts 
and  flowing  eloquence  fo  to  clothe  falfnood,  that 
it  fhall  appear  as  fair  as  truth  itfelf. 

Among  the  great  ones,  to  keep  intemperate  zeal 
within  bounds,  to  curb  their  amoition,  to  fee  that 
their  felfilh  defigns  and  the  corrupt  ends  they 
drive  at,  may  not  prejudice  the  commonwealth, 
fo  to  countenance  the  good,  that  they  may  be  able 
to  over-rule  the  bad  in  all  debates  and  confulta- 
tlons,  and  to  bring  different  intereft  and  oppofitc 
opinions  to  concur  in  promoting  what  is  for  the 
general  advantage  of  the  whole,  is  indeed  not  an 
eafy  talk.  "  And  for  Princes  to  be  ferved  by  a  fet 
of  men  without  faults,  is  (as  Machiavel  obferves) 
impoflible  •,  for  man  will  be  bad,  unlels  he  is  com- 
pelled to  be  good  by  fome  neceffity." 

But  Sovereigns  impofe  this  neceffity  of  being 
good  upon  their  minifters  and  councillors,  when 
they  themfelves  are  fo,  and  this  royal  goodnefs  is 
a  light  that  will  guide  them  through  dl  the  moft 
hard  and  darkeft  parts  of  government,  efpecially 
when  to  it  are  joined  the  help  and  graces  of  God, 
who  never  fails  to  aflift  fuch  of  his  vicegerents, 
here  on  earth,  as  tread  in  the  fteps  of  piety  and 
virtue,  unlefs  at  certain  feafons,  when  his  divine 
providence  thinks  fit  to  fcourge  a  wicked  people, 
by  laying  afRiftions  on  a  virtuous  Prince. 

DifTimulation,  breach  of  faith,  when  it  ferves  a 
turn,  the  arts  of  extorting  treafure  from  the 
wretched  fubjefts,  or  undermining  them  in  their 
liberties,  with  what  elfe  bad  Kings  and  their  flat- 
terers have  called  high  wifdom,  are  far  from  being 
the  right  fupports  of  empire  -,  and  for  the  good 
government  of  a  free  country,  fuch  as  is  this 
kingdom,  no  more  (kill,  no  more  policies  are  rc- 
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quifite,  than  what  may  be  comprehended  by  a 
woman,  as  was  fecn  in  the  inltancc  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

That  great  Princefs  laid  the  foundations  of  her 
happy  reign  in  the  beginning  of  it,  giving  proofs, 
at  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  that  her  chief  en- 
deavours fhould  be  to  promote  the  honour  and 
welfare  of  her  country,  and  to  gain  the  afFeftions 
of  her  people. 

What  efFeft  had  the  fine-fpun  Italian  policies 
fuggefted  to  her  contemporary  neighbour  Henry 
the  third  of  France,  by  his  mother  Catharine  of 
Medicis,  who  perfuaded  her  fon  that  his  power 
would  be  llronger  by  keeping  up  two  fadtions, 
equally  poifed,  within  his  kingdom  ?  Did  not  all 
thefe  arts,  and  all  this  falfe  ikill,  terminate  in  the 
ruin  of  that  Prince  ?  Or  what  effeft  had  the  deep- 
laid  councils  of  her  other  contemporary,  Philip 
the  fecond,  who  impoveriflied  Spain  by  feeding  the 
league,  in  hopes  to  get  France  for  his  daughter  the 
Infanta  ?  Did  not  this  end  in  his  lofing  above  half 
the  Netherlands  ?  Both  Catharine  and  this  Philip 
are  celebrated  foi  great  politicians,  and  yet  the 
one  faw  nothing  but  troubles  and  civil  war  during 
her  time,  and  the  other,  every  thing  confidered^ 
left  his  dominions  in  a  far  worfe  condition  than  he 
found  them. 

Neither  the  French  Henry,  nor  Philip  of  Spain, 
had  entered  into  thofe  deftruftive  meafures,  had 
they  not  preferred  their  own  ambition,  and  immo- 
derate thirft  after  power,  above  the  quiet  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  their  rclpcftive  countries :  and  thefe  in- 
ftances  prove  how  little  there  is  in  thefe  fubtle 
policies  or  king-craft.  Each  had  it  in  a  large  de- 
gree, and  yet  it  miflcad  them  both  •,  from  whence 
may  be  juftly  argued,  that  to  love  their  people, 
and  to  confult  tiieir  v/eifare,    is  in  Princes  the 
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higheft,  and  carries  along  with  it  all  the  other 
parts  of  wifdom. 

And  in  a  free  country,  fuch  as  England  is, 
when  Princes,  in  the  beginnings  of  their  reign, 
give  apparent  proofs  that  the  publick  good  is  the 
chief  objeft  or  their  thoughts,  and  that  their  mea- 
fures  and  defignments  fhall  ftill  center  in  the  eafe 
and  happinefs  of  their  fubjefts,  it  may  be  fafely 
concluded,  that  their  hands  are  ftrong  enough  to 
wield  the  fcepter,  that  their  natural  lights  are  fuf- 
ficient,  that  they  have  attained  to  the  degrees  of 
wifdom  and  knowledge  which  are  rcquifite  for 
empire,  and  **  that  they  are  fit  to  go  out  and 
come  in  before,  and  to  judge  this  people  that  is  fo 
great/' 

As  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  convincing  her  lubjefts, 
in  the  firft  ftep  fhe  made,  that  her  chief  glory 
fhould  confift  in  their  welfare  and  profperity,  got 
fuch  credit  and  power  as  enabled  her  to  accom- 
plilh  one  of  the  greateft  works  that  had  ever  been 
performed  by  any  Prince,  which  was  to  reconcile  a 
kingdom  divided  about  religious  matters,  and 
where  the  ftrength  in  numbers  was  of  both  fides  in 
a  manner  equal;  fo  a  Sovereign,  in  whofe  royal 
mind  and  thoughts  the  love  of  England  is  deeply 
rooted,  and  whofe  own  heart  is  entirely  Enghfli, 
without  doubt  will  be  able,  by  degrees,  to  put  an 
end  to  fa£tion  and  divifions,  and  to  heal  all  our 
prefent  breaches. 

For  they  whofe  fortunes,  birth,  or  abilities, 
give  them  encouragement  to  approach  the  throne, 
and  undertake  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  when 
they  fee  one  placed  upon  it  who  is  refolved  to  pro- 
mote national  honour  and  intereft,  muft  adopt  all 
their  councils  to  this  refolution,  and  it  reduces 
minifters  to  "  that  neceffity  of  being  good,*' 
whereof  Machiavcl  Ipeaks. 
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To  fay  that  men  arc  corrupted  in  an  ill  court,  is 
by  no  means  true ;  but  now  and  then  it  happens 
that  fuch  as  are  but  half  honeft  enter  upon  the 
ftage  of  bufinefs  :  thefe  indeed,  observing  the  ad- 
vantages with  which  compleat  wickedneis  is  at- 
tended in  a  bad  reign,  are  eafily  perfuaded  to  lay 
their  half  honefty  quite  afide,  and  to  become  as 
abandoned  in  their  principles  and  aftions,  as  the 
reft  with  whom  they  have  to  deal.  But  the  vices 
of  the  palace  leave  no  taint  at  all  on  him,  whole 
virtues  are  perfeA  and  confummate ;  he  is  as  found 
when  he  comes  out  as  when  he  went  in,  and  come 
out  at  laft  he  muft,  for  his  fellowlhip  there  cannot 
be  grateful  long. 

It  is  not  that  the  morals  of  the  men  of  bufinefs 
are  altered  in  a  bad  court,  but  the  truth  rather 
fcems  to  be,  that  they  bring  all  their  vices  and 
corruptions  with  them,  and  that  none  repair  thi- 
ther, when  ill  defigns  are  upon  the  anvil,  but  the 
worft  perfons,  who  are  then  moft  acceptable,  and 
indeed  fitteft  to  carry  on  mifgovernment. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  there  is  a  fair  profpedl 
that  things  fhall  be  well  adminiftered,  and  that 
there  is  fuch  a  court  as  is  capable  of  honeft  coun- 
cils, men  of  fortune,  worth  and  probity,  think  it 
proper  to  make  a  tender  of  their  fcrvice.  And 
there  can  be  no  truer  indication,  that  the  time  is 
fcafonable  for  perfons  fo  qualified  to  engage  in  af- 
fairs of  ftate,  than  when  Princes,  by  their  general 
conduft,  Ihew  that  they  are,  in  no  degree,  fo  ftu- 
dious  of  enlarging  their  own  regal  authority  and 
power,  as  they  are  careful  to  promote  the  intereft 
of  their  people,  and  anxious  to  advance  the  honour 
of  their  country. 

As  thefe  meafures  attraft  and  invite  the  beft,  fo 
they  help  to  keep  the  worft  at  a  fit  diftance  from 
the  throne.     They  who  are  matters  of  no  other 
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ikill  than  tx>  flatter  the  prefent  inclinations  of  the 
Prince,  will  fay,  what  fhall  we  do  at  a  court, 
where  the  Sovereign  relifhes  better  what  is  found 
and  wholefome,  than  what  is  falfe  and  pleafing  i 
They  who  build  all  their  merit  in  a  profligate  re- 
flgnation  of  themfelves  to  whatever  is  conunanded» 
will  fay,  there  is  no  need  of  fuch  as  w?  are,  when 
the  Prince  defires  to  be  obeyed  in  nothing  but  what 
is  convenient,  juft  and  honourable.  They  who 
are  tainted  with  arbitrary  principles,  or  who  can- 
not fatiate  their  unbounded  amoition  in  any  legal 
governinent,  will  fay,  this  is  no  tinie  for  us,  our 
tricks  and  fubtle  policies  are  of  no  ufe,  and  out  of 
date ;  the  Sovereign  does  not  like  to  walk  in  our 
dark  and  difficult  meandres,  but  delights  in  the 
plain  road  of  juitice  and  the  laws.  And  fuch  as 
grafp  at  power,  with  no  other  defign  but  to  be  in 
fome  ftation  where  they  may  have  opportunities  to 
rob  the  publick,  may,  perhaps,  not  think  it  worth 
their  wmle  to  thruft  themfelves  into  a  court,  where 
immoderate  gains  are  no  longer  to  be  made,  and 
where  the  Prince  is  frugal,  not  by  natural  temper, 
but  in  compaflion  to  the  people. 

When  they  fee  their  Sovereign's  mind  fully  bent 
upon  reftoring  peace,  order  and  union  in  a  coun- 
try, which  is  the  mofl:  certain  proof  that  can  be 
given  of  beanng  true  aft't6tion  to  it,  they  will  thus 
argue  among  one  another :  the  Prince  is  refolved 
to  root  out  faftion,  our  courfe  of  proceeding  is 
therefore  to  be  changed  •,  let  us  caft  afide  our  pre- 
tended zeal  for  the  publick,  and  learn  to  love  it  in 
good  earneft  ^  we  mult  make  no  more  attempts  to 
inflame  the  multitude,  by  finding  fault  where  there 
is  no  occafion ;  when  we  complain  hereafter,  let  it 
be  in  order  to  mend  things,  and  not  to  remove 
perfons  only  to  bring  ourfelves  into  their  ftations  5 
let  us  not  accufe  miniflers,  and,  when  they  are 

dcpreflcd. 


and  War  Abroad.  3  9 

deprcfled,  be  more  arbitrary,  corrupt  and  rapa- 
cious than  they  were,  when  we  are  in  their  polls, 
and  the  power  is  in  our  hands  ;  it  is  no  longer  the 
feafon  to  think  of  embroiling  the  Prince's  affairs, 
to  render  ourfelves  neceffary ;  the  way  now  muft 
be,  to  endeavour  at  rifing  in  the  ftate  by  real  me- 
rit, and  not  by  popular  arts,  and  by  being  confi- 
derable  in  this  or  that  party  ;  let  us  rather  be  dif- 
engaged  from  the  intricacies,  infincerities,  indif- 
cretions  and  partialities,  with  which  parties  are 
commonly  attended :  the  Prince  defigns  fo  to  rule, 
as  not  to  want  the  help  of  either  fide,  but  will  in- 
vite or  compel  both  to  make  all  their  thoughts, 
proceedings  and  councils,  center  in  the  publick 
mtereft  5  mvite  by  good  government,  and  compel 
by  difcountenancing  all  luch  as  fhall  pretend  to 
advance  themfelves  by  the  numbers,  power,  and 
noife  of  factions ;  let  us  therefore  put  an  end  to 
parties  -,  divifions  muft  ceafe,  that  this  united 
ftrength  may  make  our  Sovereign  great,  powerful, 
and  in  a  condition  to  hold  the  balance  of  Europe, 
and  render  the  people  fafe  and  happy  at  home, 
and  formidable  to  their  enemies  abroad. 

Thefe  will  doubtlefs  be  the  thoughts  of  fuch 
who  intend  to  mount  upon  the  ftage  of  bufinefs 
under  a  good  and  virtuous  Prince.  They  who 
are  confcious  of  their  own  imperfeftlons,  vices 
and  incapacity,  will  cither  be  afraid,  or  think  it 
impoffible  for  them  to  approach  the  throne  -,  and 
fuch  a  court,  inftead  of  corrupting  men,  renders 
them  better  than  they  are  by  nature,  and  becomes 
the  fchool  of  honour  and  true  virtue :  fo  that  an 
early  refolution  of  ruling  well  (which  they  fcldom 
fail  to  take,  and  afterwards  purfue,  who  indeed 
cherifh  their  people,  and  love  their  native  country) 
is  the  certain  way  for  Princes  to  be  ferved  by 
faithful  minifters  and  able  ftatefmen. 
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The  ftrugglcs  of  faftion  are  commonly  for 
power  i  therefore  one  way  of  putting  an  end  to 
them  is,  fo  to  order  affairs,  that  the  offices,  cm* 
ploymcnts  and  dignities  of  the  ftate  may  be  the 
rewards  of  merit,  and  not  the  prize  of  this  or  that 
party,  as  it  chances  to  get  the  upper-hand,  fincc 
the  taking  away  the  matter  contended  for,  is  one 
ftep  towards  quieting  contention  \  and  it  is  in  fome 
degree  removed,  when  they  only  are  advanced  and 
regarded  who  ftrive  to  deferve  well  from  the 
whole,  not  they  who  think  it  defert  fufficient  to 
have  walked  obfequioufly  under  fuch  and  fuch  a 
banner.     To  fee  bad  men  preferred  to  high  trufts 
has  been  frequently  the  caufe  of  fedition,   and 
truly,   in  fome  meafure,    it  renders  forming  of 
parties  unavoidable,  by  reafon  fuch  as  f  ar  injuries 
and  oppreffion  from  wicked  minifters  in  power, 
are  neceffitated  to  join  together  for  their  own  pre- 
fci\''ation  :  but,  generally  fpeaking,  all  degrees  of 
mtn  ihlnk  thtmfclves  fafe,  and  acquiefce  in  the 
reconipcnces  they  fee  bellowed  on  virtue  and  true 
merit. 

And  in  nations  where  there  happens  to  be  a 
court  and  country  party,  there  are  two  forts  of 
men  very  unfit  to  att  in  affairs  of  ftate,  either  for 
the  Prince  or  people ;  and  yet  the  perfons  here 
meant  have,  in  former  times,  been  by  both  moft 
looked  upon  and  trufted ;  that  is,  the  court  liked 
thofe  moft  who  were  fallen  under  the  difpleafure 
of  the  people,  and  the  people  had  the  beft  opinion 
of  thole  who  had  received  the  higheft  affronts  and 
difobligations  from  the  court.  But  there  is  a  vein 
of  paffion  running  through  all  the  aftions  and 
councils  of  fuch  men,  which  is  very  prejudicial  to 
the  publick,  and  commonly  they  are  too  much 
in  anger  themfelves  to  be  good  authors  of  peace 
and  concord  among  others. 

Minifters 
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Minifters  contribute  very  much  to  root  out 
fa£tion,  when  their  own  conduft  is  without  re*- 
proach ;  when  it  manifeftly  appears,  by  all  their 
actions,  that  they  take  more  care  of  the  common 
intereft,  than  to  build  up  their  own  fortunes; 
when  they  are  not  over-greedy  for  themfclves; 
when  they  fliow  no  endeavours  to  engrofs  the 
Prince^  or  to  confine  the  royal  favour  only  to 
their  own  private  followers  and  creatures ;  when 
they  do  not  fo  much  confider  who  are  their  per- 
ibnal  friends,  as  who  bell  love  and  can  bell  ierve 
the  publick ;  when  they  have  difinterefted  minds, 
clean  hands,  and  fuch  undaunted  fpirits  as  con- 
ftantly  to  purfue  what  is  right,  and  to  avoid  what 
is  wrong,  without  regarding  either  to  pleafe  or 
difpleafe  the  great  or  little  vulgar,  which  courage 
arifes  from  true  fenfe  and  folid  virtue  j  when  they 
defire  to  have  power  and  intereft,  rather  by  their 

S roper  merits  and  endowments,  than  from  the 
ation  they  are  in  %  and  laftly,  when  they  are  of 
fuch  a  tem^r  that  they  can,  with  eafe  and  fatif- 
faftion,  quit  thofe  polls  wherein  they  cannot  be 
of  fcrvicc  to  the  publick,  or  which  they  can  no 
longer  hold  with  their  own  honour.  When  all 
this  becomes  vifible,  both  to  thofe  who  wilh  them 
ill  and  wifli  them  well,  they  c^uickly  grow  to  have 
fuch  weight  and  authority  with  the  whole  people, 
that  the  minifterial  part  of  overnment  begins  ioon 
to  be  an  over-match  for  thofe  who  would  difturb 
its  peace :  and  fuch  miniflers  add  flrength  to  the 
Prince,  and  are  a  luflre  to  the  court. 

One  of  the  beft  proofs  men  can  give  of  their 
capacity  for  the  management  of  great  affairs,  is 
when,  by  their  whole  conduft,  they  fliew  that 
they  hate  flattery,  and  can  bear  truth  :  If  they  do 
not  like  the  firft,  the  fecond  will  never  be  ungrate- 
ful to  them  ;  for  what  Machiavel  fays  of  Princes, 
may  full   as  well  be  applied  to  their  miniilers, 
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^  That  they  have  no  other  remedy  againft  flat, 
terers,  than  to  let  every  body  undeiiland  they  arc 
not  offended  when  the  truth  is  told  them.*'  And 
this  fincerity  from  their  true  friends,  is  the  only 
antidote  to  be  made  ufe  of  againft  the  poifon  that 
is  dally  poured  into  their  ears  by  the  fufe  friends 
and  obiequious  followers  of  their  fortune* 

They  who  have  well  weighed  the  point  will  per- 
haps come  to  an  opinion,  that  to  love  flattery  is  of 
worfe  confequence  to  ftatefmen,  than  it  can  be  to 
any  Prince :  for  fuppofe  a  King  fo  unfortunate,  as 
to  hear  the  truth  n-om  none  that  are  about  him, 
and  that  he  is  ibothed  in  every  wrong  meafure  by 
thofe  who  hold  his  good  graces,  by  no  other  te- 
nure than  by  approving  and  putting  in  execution 
all  the  rcfults  or  his  will  and  pleafure ;  yet,  if  he 
reigns  over  a  free  country,  and  confults  a  Parlia- 
ment, he  will,  from  time  to  time,  be  put  in  mind 
of  his  dangers,  either  by  the  houfe  of  lords  or 
houfe  of  commons,  and  through  thefe  organs  will 
be  conveyed  to  him  the  complaints,  the  fenfe,  and 
voices  of  his  people.  Befides  the  hazard,  confu- 
lions,  blood-flied,  and  the  long  train  of  unforefeen 
confequences  with  which  revolutions  are  attended, 
refpedt  and  allegiance  are  all-powerful  motives  to 
keep  fubjefts  within  the  bounds  of  duty,  and  to 
bear  many  things.  How  much  fliall  not  be  here 
aimied?  But  moft  certain  it  is,  that  the  laws 
ot  God  inftrud:  us  to  fuffer  a  great  deal  from 
Princes. 

But  nothing  of  this  holds  as  to  minifters  of  ftate. 
That  faithful  monitor,  the  legiflative  authority,  is 
by  no  means  obliged  to  give  them  warning,  or  to 
take  any  pains  to  hold  them  back,  when  they  are 
running  towards  a  precipice:  in  their  cafe,  the 
law-mdcers  are  to  correft  as  judges,  and  not  to 
advife  as  fathers.  And  though  the  fcriptures  en- 
join obedience  to  government  in  general,  which 

includes 
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includes  all  the  nunifl^rial  officers  of  the  ftate,  yet 
tiiis  cannot  be  fo  conftrued  as  to  imply,  that  in 
free  countries  the  people,  by  their  repreientatives, 
have  not  a  right  to  call  minifters  to  an  account, 
and  to  queftion  their  proceedings,  or,  that  the 
fupreme  judicature  may  not  puniSi  their  offences. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  evident  that  the  laws  were 
as  much  intended  to  preferve  the  commonalty 
againft  the  excefles  of  power,  as  to  keep  them 
from  hurting  one  another. 

If  therefore  great  men  give  way  to  have  their 
adions  fmoothed  over  to  them  by  paralites  with 
their  oily  tongues,  if  they  love  to  be  applauded  in 
all  they  do,  and  are  impatient  of  contradiction, 
theymuft  be  ruined  firft  or  laft;  they  will  not 
hear  of  their  failings,  inadvertencies,  miftakes  and 
wrong  meafures,  till  their  errors  are  paft  redrefs, 
and  till  complaints  and  accufations  come  with  a 
force  which  is  no  longer  to  be  refifted :  and  all  this 
is  the  more  unavoidable,  becaufe  it  is  not  quite 
clear,  whether  or  no  God  allows  the  fubjeft  any 
other  remedy  for  mifgovernmcnt,  but  to  punifh 
minifters  for  what  the  Prince  has  done  amils,  by 
reafon  it  was  their  duty  to  advife  him  betten 

There  never  was  a  man  born,  with  fuch  a  Ihare 
of  natural  wifdom  within  himfelf,  as  could  conduct 
him,  without  the  help  of  others,  through  all  the 
labyrinths  of  publick  bufinefs  \  and  indeed  true 
wifdom  does  ahnoft  as  much  confift  of  the  inven- 
tive, as  of  the  deliberative  faculties.  A  great 
ftatefman  muft  not  only  be  qualified  to  judge 
aright,  but  he  muft  be  likewife  able  to  invent  and 
propofe  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in  the  arduous  af- 
fairs, and  in  the  new,  fudden,  and  difficult  emer- 
gencies of  government.  In  the  firft,  his  own  abi- 
lities, if  they  are  very  ftrong,  may  be  a  fufficient 
guide ;  but  no  fingle  head  is  capable  of  conceiving 
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all  that  is  comprehended  in  the  fecondpart  of 
wifdom,  and  to  furnilh,  from  his  own  proper 
ftock,  all  that  is  wanted  for  the  full  and  perfed): 
execution  of  any  confiderable  poft  or  employment 
in  the  commonwealth. 

And  whither  fhall  he  repair  for  the  intimations^ 
advices,  lights  and  helps  he  muft  certainly  fland 
in  need  of  r  Shall  it  be  to  the  companions  of  his 
£>ft  hours,  the  aflbciates  of  his  plealures,  and  that 
perfidious  band  of  flatterers  which  great  men  are 
leldom  without  ?  They  will  fay  nothing  to  him 
but  what  they  know  pleafes,  and  fuits  with  his 
temper  and  inclination.  If  they  propofe,  it  fhall 
be  what  tends  to  their  own,  and  not  to  his  advan- 
tage :  and  how  can  they  advife  him  whofc  opi- 
nions and  fentimcnts  they  are  never  ufed  to  com- 
bat? 

He  therefore  who  defires  to  preferve  power, 
Ihould  endeavour  to  contraft  fincere  and  folid 
iricndfhips  \  and  becaufe  they  are  not  eafily  to  be 
found  in  courts,  he  fhould  feek  them  elfewherc, 
>urchafe  them  at  any  rate,  and  encourage  fiich  as 
le  has  thus  chofen,  to  tell  him  truth,  and  oppofe 
lis  thoughts  and  notions :  but  they  can  do  him 
no  fervice,  unlcfs  they  are  qualified  themfelves 
with  fuch  judgments  as  to  be  able  to  difcern  all 
his  mofl  hidden  faults  and  imperfedtions. 

He  whofe  fight  goes  no  further  than  to  fee  the 
virtues  of  a  great  man,  will  like  all  he  does,  and 
incline  his  own  opinion  that  way,  and  helps  to 
confirm  him  in  his  errors  \  whereas  he  who  knows 
his  weak  fide  (and  there  arc  none  without  it)  is 
ready  armed  and  prepared  to  affifl  his  friend,  and 
though  much  inferior  to  him  upon  the  whole,  yet, 
not  having  jufl  the  fame  weaknels,  may  hinder 
this  friend  from  running  into  many  miflakes  and 
dangers. 

For 
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For  he  who  has  a  good  head,  and  a  fincerc 
heart,  will  be  apt  thus  to  judge  within  himfelf : 
My  friend's  ambition  will  of  courfe  lead  him  to 
make  fuch  a  falfe  ftep  that  muft  be  fatal  to  him  \ 
the  matter  is  now  in  agitation,  he  is  blind  that 
way,  I  am  not,  and  muft  endeavour  to  diffuade 
him  from  it ;  the  temper  of  my  friend  is  too  phlegm 
matick  and  cautious,  I  am  not  fo  wife  as  he  is» 
but  from  nature  have  more  fpirit  and  warmth. 
Without  being  rafh,  I  fhall  therefore  lay  before 
him,  that  if  he  were  not  quite  fo  cold  and  cir* 
cumfpeft,  it  would  be  better  for  himfelf  and  for 
the  publick :  or,  my  friend's  natural  heat  carries 
him  too  far ;  he  weighs  the  prefent  advantages, 
but  not  the  future  event  of  things  and  councils, 
and  becaufe  he  knows  no  fear,  he  thinks  there  can 
be  no  danger  \  I  have  more  experience  than  he 
has,  though  his  parts  are  above  mine;  I  havefeen 
great  defigns  defeated  by  (inall  accidents,  and 
have  known  fmall  accidents  produce  great  efFefts, 
and  I  will  go  and  try  to  moderate  his  heat  with 
my  flegm. 

They  who  have  friendfhips  with  fuch  as  are  in 
high  pofts,  and  defign  to  do  them  good,  either  out 
of  red  love,  or  in  gratitude  for  kind  oiEces  done 
and  favours  received,  proceed  in  this  manner :  or, 
if  they  fee  them  altered  and  made  worfe  by  power, 
and  become  referved,  pofitive,  prefumptious,  ar* 
rogant,  too  much  elevated  and  giddy  in  the  height 
to  which  they  have  reached,  they  Ihew  them  how 
unpopular  all  this  will  be,  and  that  it  is  impoflible 
for  a  man  to  continue  great  any  lonjg  time,  who 
does  not  ftudy  to  be  agreeable  to  good  men,  fince, 
of  neceflity,  in  doing  well  himfelf  he  muft  di£> 
pleafe  the  bad. 

When  they  have  that  fincerity  which  is  required 
by  the  ftrift  laws  of  friendihip,  they  inform  them 
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which  of  their  mcafures  are  ill-relifhed,  and  which 
applauded  by  the  whole  people,  that  they  may  be 
encouraged  to  perfift  in  what  is  right,  and  be  di« 
verted  from  what  is  wrong.  He  who  believes 
himfelf  to  be  above  thefe  intimations,  and  that  he 
can  always  depend  upon  himfelf,  may  be  faid  to 
live  alone  :  and  as  they  who  retire  from  the  world 
grow  by  degrees  favage  and  fantaltical,  and  at  laft 
to  know  nothing,  fo  they  who  are  too  proud  to 
take  advice  are  fure  to  meet  with  the  fame  ill  ef- 
fects of  folitude,  amidll  all  their  bufinefs,  and  in 
the  throng  of  a  full  court ;  whereas  they  who  fre- 
quently confult  fuch  as  they  know  to  wilh  them 
well,  are  not  only  fortified  with  their  own,  but 
reap  a  benefit  from  the  knowledge  and  experience 
of  others,  and  thereby  they  arrive  at  that  true 
wifdom  which  is  attained,  not  by  reading  books, 
but  men. 

And  thus  a  minifter,  who  is  fo  happy  as  to 
have,  and  who  is  fo  wife  as  to  hear,  faithful  and 
well-chofen  friends,  avoids  mnning  on  thofe  rocks 
(upon  which  they  fcldom  fail  to  fplit)  who,  in  the 
moft  important  afiairs,  where  they  alone,  or 
where  they  with  the  publick  are  concerned,  either 
rely  on  their  own  judgment  (of  what  force  foevcr 
it  be)  or  only  communicate  with  that  fervile  crew 
at  court,  who  fee  no  faults  in  a  great  man  while 
he  preferves  his  poft  of  power  and  favour,  and 
will  allow  him  no  virtues  or  pcrfeftions  when  his 
fortune  changes. 

And  in  matters  fit  to  be  communicated,  they 
will  fiind  information,  eafe,  and  fafety,  by  now  and 
then  conferring  with  fome  of  the  ableft  men  that 
can  be  found  among  thofe  whom  modefty,  or  per- 
haps true  wifdom,  nas  all  along  kept  out  of  bufi- 
nels.  No  country  is  without  fuch  a  fort  of  pcr- 
fons  that  have  no  engagements  with,  or  depen- 
dencies 
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dencies  on  the  court,  but  whole  meer  afieftions  to 
the  publick  lead  them  often  to  meditate  upon  all 
its  great  affairs.  Thefe  lookers  on,  generally 
fpeaking,  are  exempt  from  thofe  partialities,  heats 
and  prepofleflions,  to  which  they  may  be  liable 
who  are  deeply  concerned  in  the  game  themfelves, 
and  whofe  all  lies  at  flake  ;  and  the  cool  and  dif- 
interefted  advices  of  fuch  men  fometimes  prove 
better  helps,  and  truer  lights  to  a  minifter,  than 
he  can  elfewhere  meet  with. 

Nothing  more  conduces  to  the  profperity  of 
Sovereigns,  than  to  be  fortunate  in  the  choice  of 
thofe  who  are  to  fervc  them ;  I  fay  fortunate,  by 
reafon  that  to  choofe  well  is  not  always  within  the 
reach  of  prudence,  becaufe  many  men  have  had 
vices  and  imperfections  which  lay  quite  concealed 
till  they  were  mounted  on  the  ftage-,  fo  that 
Princes  may  thank  their  own  good  luck,  when  fuch 
as  they  call  into  the  adminiftration  of  their  affairs 
grow  better,  and  not  worfe,  in  that  high  power 
with  which  they  are  intrufled. 

Nor  Ihould  they  who  know  they  are  deficient  in 
the  abilities  expefted  from  thofe  who  fit  at  helm 
venture  to  approach  the  throne,  left  their  defefts 
(hould  be  prejudicial  to  the  Prince,  and  hurtful  to 
themfelves;  if  they  have  not  courage  to  face  a 
danger,  nor  pnidence  to  avert  it ;  if  they  have  not 
a  temper  that  can  bear  with  the  heats,  paffions, 
and  follies  of  human  kind  •,  if  they  fhrink  under 
perils,  and  are  too  much  elated  with  profperity ; 
if  their  genius  is  low,  and  their  thoughts  high  •,  if 
they  have  not  forefight,  a  quick  apprehenfion,  to- 
gether with  a  folid  judgment ;  in  fhort,  if  they  are 
not  equal  to  the  greateft  afi^airs,  for  their  own  and 
the  publick  good,  they  fhould  not  prefume  to 
take  upon  them  the  adminiftration  of  a  Prince's 
bufinefs. 

3  For 
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For  their  own,  becaufe,  without  eircellent  en* 
dowments,  it  will  be  impoflible  for  them  long  to 
keep  their  ground  in  a  free  country,  where  the 
people  are  inqviifitive  and  cenforious.  'Tis  true, 
men  of  a  much  lower  form  have  often  got  to  be 
minifters,  however,  they  have  enjoyed  but  a  brief 
authority ;  thev  have  been  fortune's  bubbles  blown 
up,  and  of  a  hidden  blown  down,  and  they  have 
frequently  periftied  under  the  weight  which  they 
were  not  ftrong  enough  to  bear. 

And  for  the  fake  of  their  country  they  fhould 
not  intermeddle,  becaufe  to  the  weaknefs  of  fuch 
men,  moft  commonly,  has  been  owing  all  mifgo- 
vernment  in  a  nation;  either  their  corrupt,  or 
their  unlkilful  conduft,  was  the  caufe  that  national 
intereft  has  been  neglefted,  that  arbitrary  mea- 
fures  were  taken,  that  herefies  have  ftarted  up, 
and  that  feparations  have  been  made  from  the 
body  of  the  church,  that  the  realm  lies  under  the 
preffure  of  fo  many  debts,  that  the  executive 
power  proceeded  no  better,  and  with  no  more 
vigour,  than  to  fufFer  factions  to  grow  up  to  fuch 
a  head,  as  in  time  may,  perhaps,  endanger  the 
publick  peace ;  all  wnich  mifchiefs  had  been 
avoided,  in  a  large  degree,  if  our  ftatefmen  had 
been  equal  to  the  great  affairs  they  undertook 
to  manage.  So  that,  upon  the  choice  Princes 
make  of  their  miniilers,  depends  both  tlieir  own 
and  the  felicity  or  unhappintls  of  their  kingdoms. 

But  admit  their  capacities  of  mind,  and  deep 
reaches  in  policy  to  be  fuch,  that  they  can  carry 
on  illegal  government  with  a  ftrenuous  and  power- 
ful hand,  and  fupport  it  for  a  while ;  of  which 
fort  of  ftatefmen  there  have  been  no  •  and  then 
fome  in  every  age,  who,  to  gratify  their  ambition, 
have  attempted  to  cnllave  their  country,  and 
went  a  great  way  towards  itj  who,  to  preferve 
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theif  poft  of  favour  with  a  Prince  of  arbitrary  in- 
clinations, have-  aAe4  againft  their  own  natural 
lights,  and  excrcifcd  thofc  talents  to  promote  an 
unjuft  and  a  bad,  which  ihould  have  been  em* 
ployed  in  eftablifhing  a  rightful  adminiftration. 
Yet  let  not  thefe  men  rely  too  much  upon  their 
ftrength  of  partSt  which  at  laft  may  fail,  fince  the 
world  has  feen  the  ableft  of  them  want  (kill  to 
prevent  their  own  ruin  for  either  they  fcrve  a 
Prince  who  is  abfolute,  and,  if  fo,  he  is  fometimes 
compelled  to  facriftce  an  ill  minifter  to  the  indig- 
nation or  fury  of  his  people  ;  or  they  live  in  a  free 
country,  and  then,  in  fome  juniSture  or  other,  the 
pec^le  will  be  ftrong  enough  to  force  them  from 
their  mafter. 

None  (hould  prefumc  to  come  very  near  the 
throne,  but  fuch  as  are  confcious  of  their  own 
worth,  who  know  they  have  abilities  to  ferve  the 
publick,  and  who  find  within  themfclves  a  ftock 
of  virtue  liifficient  to  bear  them  out  in  the  rougheft 
ftorms  of  fortune,  and  to  refift  all  the  temptations 
which  eminent  power  may  lay  before  them. 

When  miniftcrs  are  thus  qualified.  Princes  are 
not  compelled  to  that  frequent  change  of  hands, 
for  whicn  weak  ftates  are  defpifed  at  home,  and 
contemptible  in  foreign  countries.  Sagacity  muft 
be  the  refult  of  loni/;  experience.  That  which  has 
ftione  in  fome  young  men  who  had  feen  little,  and 
yet  would  meddle  in  great  affairs,  was  rather  wit 
tlian  wifdom,  and  could  never  bear  them  through 
ajil  the  difficulties  of  publick  bufinefs.  Wit  is  a 
fteed  full  of  mettle,  but  under-limbed,  and  is  by 
no  means  proper  to  travel  in  deep  and  heavy 
roads.  Witty  men  are  pleafant  companions  for 
luch  as  dcfire  to  laugh  at  all  which  the  bufy 
world  is  doing,  but  they  feldom  prove  able  ftatcC- 
men  till  time  has  ripened  their  wit  into  judgment. 

Vol.  V.  E  and 
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and  then  they  arrive  to  the  higheft  perfeftion,  be- 
caufe  wit  gives  them  the  inventive,  and  their  deli- 
berative faculties  are  mended  by  experience. 

But  what  knowledge  can  be  attained  to  in 
courts  where  they  change  their  minifters  as  often 
as  they  do  their  fafhions,  and  where  few  are  con- 
tinued in  a  poft  half  the  time  that  is  neceflary  to 
make  them  underftand  it. 

Where  there  is  this  bad  conduft  and  levity,  the 
people  muft  needs  believe  the  government  itfelf 
to  be  out  of  order,  when  they  fee  it  fo  reftlefs  and 
unquiet,  like  a  perfon  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  who 
toffes  from  place  to  place,  and  can  find  no  eafe  ; 
nor  will  a  ftate  be  thought  in  found  health,  when 
it  is  fo  often  for  removing :  befides,  nothing  can 
be  more  abfurd,  than  to  imagine  governments  can 
fubfift,  where  fuch  as  are  intruded  by  the  Prince 
have  not  their  due  refpeft.  But  how  can  they  be 
refpefted,  whofe  authority  is  known  to  be  fo 
fhort-lived,  precarious  and  uncertain  ? 

What  the  patriarch  faid  of  his  fon  Reuben  holds 
true  as  to  a  whole  nation,  "  Unliable  as  water, 
thou  (halt  not  excel."  It  is  rarely  feen,  that  a 
country  becomes  confiderable  which  is  fubjeft  to 
frequent  alterations  in  its  meafures  -,  but  when 
hands  are  fliifted,  things  muft  often  change,  be- 
caufe  few  commonwealths  are  fo  well  conftituted, 
but  that  things  very  much  depend  on  perfons. 
And  this  being  the  cafe,  what  foreign  ftate  defires 
to  have  engagements  with  a  Prince,  whofe  affairs, 
by  having  at  every  moment  a  new  court,  can  never 
be  long  upon  the  fame  foot :  he  may  indeed  be 
applied  to  by  thofe  of  his  neighbours  who  want 
his  purfe  and  help,  but  he  will  have  few  allies  and 
confederates  contented  to  be  with  him  upon  equal 
terms,  and  as  much  to  his  as  to  their  advantage ; 
for  a  wife  ftate  will  be  as  unwilling  to  enter  into 
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ftrift  and  important  alliances  with  fuch  a  Prince, 
as  a  prudent  man  would  be  to  contraft  a  folemn 
friendfhip  with  one  who  was  always  known  to  be 
of  an  inconftant  temper. 

There  are  two  ranks  of  men  who  may  have  it 
in  their  minds  to  repair  to  courts,  in  order  to  bet- 
ter their  conditions :  tirft,  fuch  as  hope,  by  n:erit, 
to  advance  themfelves  10  high  honours  and  pre- 
ferments: fecondly,  fuch  as  may  come  thither 
with  great  titles  and  fortunes  already  made,  who 
think  their  pretenfions  to  power  juft,  becaufe  their 
virtues,  birch  and  parts  deferve  it. 

Among  the  firft  fort,  what  encouragement  can 
there  be  to  think  of  riling  by  long  and  faithful 
fervice  (and  fo  to  reach  the  top  at  laft)  in  a  court 
accultomed  to  intercept  its  beft  fervants  in  the 
middle  of  their  courfe  ?  Do  not  thele  thoughts 
make  men  of  real  abilities  and  worth  afraid  to 
come  upon  ground  fo  flippery,  and  where  it  is  in 
a  manner  impoffible  for  t  e  moft  wary  feet  to 
Hand  any  time  ?  What  has  been  the  confequence 
of  all  this  for  fcveral  yeai's  ?  The  court  was  fhun- 
ned  by  the  honefteit  and  ableit  men  to  ferve  it, 
and  crowded  with  fuch  as  were  refolvcd  to  grow 
rich  apace,  and  lb  to  be  too  quick  for  any  of  the 
nimbieit  turns  of  fortune.  And  was  not  *'  this 
making  over-much  haite  to  be  rich  '  (which  in 
the  late  reigns  has  been  fo  vifible  in  the  men  of 
burin::is)  the  principal  caufe  of  the  abufes  and 
corrupcions  that  have  been  complained  of,  and 
which  have  coil  England  fo  very  dear  ? 

As  to  the  other  rank,  what  in  riraLion  can  there 
be  tor  men  of  the  firit  quaiity  to  enter  into  the 
management  of  affairs,  when  tiiey  are  to  hold 
their  poits  and  offices  by  fo  (lender  a  tenure,  when 
their  power  is  to  depend  upon  chance,  and  not 
their  ov/n  endowments,  and  when  they  arc:  thus 
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(ct  lap,  like  meteors,  to  be  gazed  on  for  a  Wfailtf) 
and  tken  to  difappear  f 

Without  doubt,  it  is  a  ftrong  fupport  to  the 
throne,  to  have  about  it  men  of  high  birth,  who 
come  into  the  fervice  of  their  Sovereign  with  large 
fortunes  of  their  own,  not  made  at  court,  and  of 
whofe  anceftors  the  people  read  every  day  in  the 
chronicles  of  pait  times.  When  fuch  peribns  have 
courage,  eloquence,  parts,  experience,  and  a 
found  judgment,  their  greatnefs  is  not  invidious 
among  the  vulgar,  who  applaud  the  Prince's 
making  choice  or  fuch  a  man,  and  think  one  fo 
qualified  has  ai  kind  of  right  to  any  of  the  chief 
ftations  in  the  commonwealth.  But,  when  a  mi- 
niJfter  has  thefe  abilities,  it  is  not  worth  his  while 
to  exert  himfelf,  unkfe  it  be  in  a  court  which  he 
fees  is  Heady  and  conftant  in  its  meafures. 

That  cotffage  and  refolution,  without  which  it 
is  impoflible  to  carry  on  a  good  and  wife  govern- 
ment, muft  be  grounded  on  a  belief,  that  he  who 
zQis  well  fhall  be  juftified,  and  that  intrigues, 
falfe  infinuations,  and  malicious  whifpers,  fhall 
never  be  fuffcred  to  bear  him  down,  whofe  inte- 
grity b  perfeft,  and  whofe  conduft  is  without  re- 
proach. 

But  in  a  free  country,  when  it  happens  to  be 
divided  into  parties,  it  is  almofl  as  difficult  for 
Princes  to  fupport  good  minifters,  as  it  is  for  bad 
Princes  to  think  of  defending  a  corrupt  fet  of 
llatefmen  againfl  the  rcfentment  and  voices  of 
their  people  ;  for  as  good  patriots  believe  it  their 
duty  to  attack  an  ill  adminiftration,  fo  wicked  men 
conceive  it  to  be  their  interefl  not  to  give  time  for 
order  and  right  management  to  take  place,  and  be 
eflablifhed  •,  for  whatever  is  well  done,  is  an  effec- 
tual impeachment  of  their  proceedings ;  there- 
fore, where  there  has  been  a  long  feries  of  mif- 

government, 


and  War  AbroaJ.  53 

government,  they  who  come  after,  with  inten- 
tions to  mend  things,  muft  expeA  to  be  aflaulted, 
and  to  have  for  adverfaries  all  fuch  as  think  them- 
felves  arraigned  by  a  better  conduft  in  the  per- 
fons  by  whom  they  are  fucceedcd. 

And  where  corruptions  are  become  fo  extenfiyc, 
that  the  guilty  are  almoft  as  many  as  the  innocent; 
where  they  who  have  robbed  the  publick,  and 
they  who  would  have  given  up  the  conftitution, 
are  aftive,  infolent,  proud  of  their  numbers,  and 
grafping  at  power,  when  they  fhould  think  impu- 
nity much  more  than  they  could  in  reafon  hope 
for;  where  all  this  is,  and  where  the  country 
likewife  is  divided  in  religious  matters,  it  will  not 
be  hard  to  form  fuch  a  faftion  as  may  raife  cla- 
mours, traduce,  and,  under  popular  pretences, 
difturb  and  interrupt  the  meafures  of  the  moft 
faithful  fervants  of  the  crown,  who  are  no  other 
ways  to  be  protefted,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  from  the 
ftrength  and  violence  of  their  ambitious  and  de- 
figning  enemies,  than  by  the  courage  and  rcfolu- 
tion  Oi  the  Prince. 

Ac  it  is  not  confiftent  with  the  fafety  of  Princes 
their  wifdom,  nor  indeed  with  their  duty  to  God, 
whofe  vicegerents  they  are,  to  let  their  perfonal 
kindnefs  to  private  men  go  fo  far,  as  to  defend 
miniiters,  who,  by  their  unflcilfulnefs,  negligence, 
or  perhaps  by  high  crimes,  are  become  obnoxious 
to  the  whole  people  ;  fo,  on  the  other  fide,  it  is  a 
fafe,  wife,  and  a  religious  duty,  for  them  to  take 
into  protection  their  faithful  fervants,  and  to 
(hield  them  againft  fuch  enmities  as,  by  juft  and 
upright  dealing,  they  mull  of  neceflity  contraft  in 
a  corrupt  and  a  divided  country. 

It  is  true,  where  there  are  parties,  it  is  not  fo 
eafy  for  the  Sovereign  to  judge  whether  the  accu- 
fation  is   well   grounded,   or  only  the  refult  of 
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malice ;  peradventure,  the  beft  guide  in  this  cafe^ 
is  not  fo  much  to  coaiider  the  perfon  accufed,  as 
who  are  his  acculcrs,  and  who  take  his  part.  If 
there  are  frequent  complaints  of  his  conduct,  and 
ftill  urged  from  the  beft  men,  though  not  the 
ftiongell  in  numbers,  and  if  he  is  defended, 
though  by  a  majority  that  are  under  his  influence, 
embarked  all  along  in  his  defigns,  and  who  have 
been  partakers  in  his  crimes,  fuch  a  minifter  is  a 
greater  load  than  it  is  fit  a  wife  Prince  fhould  bear. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  accufers  are  known  to 
be  ambitious,  impatient  of  a  good,  and  hankering 
after  a  loofe  and  corrupt  government ;  if  they  give 
figns  of  aiming  at  fuch  a  one,  as  that  under  it 
they  may  rob  die  publick  with  impunity  •,  if  this 
reforming  fpirit  is  in  them  quite  new ;  if,  from 
their  paft  behaviour,  it  appears  that  they  find  fault 
with  the  adminiftration  for  no  other  reafon  but  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  in  ti.eir  own,  or  In  fuch  hands  as  they 
like ;  and  if  the  perlon  accufed  is  jullified  in  his 
proceedings  and  meafures  by  all  fuch  as  are  difin- 
terefted,  lagacious,  without  prejudice  or  paflion, 
and  who  are  known  to  have  no  other  aims,  but 
that  right  government  may  be  promoted,  and  that 
the  ftate  may  flourifh.  In  liich  cafes,  heretofore, 
refolute,  wife  and  virtuous  Princes  have  not  re- 
garded who  were  tixC  majority,  but  w  ere  truth 
lay,  and  how  the  commi.'n  welfare  might  be  beft 
confulted  -,  and  having  duly  weighed  the  merits  of 
their  fervant,  and  confidered  as  well  the  objeftions 
to  him,  as  the  temper  of  his  triends  and  enemies, 
they  have  interpoled  witu  the  regal  power,  to 
preferve  a  juft  and  able  minifter  againfl:  the  rage 
of  miftaken  numbers,  by  whom  the  innocent  may 
fomctimes  be  aflaulted  and  opprefled. 

If  the  majority  had  been  never  known  to  err, 
we  mi^ht  believe  it  not  capable  of  error  in  times 
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to  come ;  bvrt  where  parties  have  long  fubfifted, 
anger  and  prejudice  have  fometimes  hurried  them 
into  councils,  which,  upon  cooler  thoughts  and 
better  recoUeftion,  had  been  avoided.  Princes, 
therefore,  who  prudently  ftem  thefe  fudden  tides, 
and  are  willing,  on  one  hand,  to  refign  offenders 
up  to  juftice,  but,  on  the  other,  are  fteady  and 
firm  to  protecT:  innocence,  give  men  time  to  recoi- 
led themfelves,  and  fo  reafon  grows,  at  laft,  to 
regain  that  dominion  over  their  minds,  which  was 
ufurped  before  by  paflion. 

Sovereigns,  who  have  not  this  firmnefs  of  mind, 
upon  which  the  innocent  may  fecurely  rely  for 
their  proteftion,  muft  never  expeft  to  be  ferved 
by  the  beft  fort  of  men,  who,  careful  of  their 
fame,  and  having  a  great  ftock  of  reputation  in 
the  world  to  lofe,  are  loth  to  ftake  it  on  their 
fide  by  whom  they  are  fifre  to  be  abandoned  in 
every  the  leaft  attack  that  fhall  be  made  upon 
them ;  and  in  a  divided  country,  to  manage  fo  as 
to  be  without  enemies,  is  almoft  in^poffible. 
Who  then  will  engage  in  the  fervice  of  an  un- 
fteady  Prince  ?  Perfons  who  know  themfelves  to 
be  of  fo  little  confequence,  that  it  is  quite  indiffe- 
rent what  becomes  of  them,  a  forlorn  hope,  food 
for  powder,  and  fit  matter  for  any  fudden  fury  of 
the  vulgar  to  fpend  itfelf  upon  j  men  obfcure,  or 
of  delperate  fortunes,  who,  though  greedy  of  ho- 
nours, are  yet  afhamed  of  no  difgraces,  who  are 
pleafed  to  be  journeymen  or  day-labourers  in  a 
court,  glad  to  be  in  fervice,  though  but  for  a 
week,  and  who  fubmit  to  be  taken  in,  or  to  be 
thrown  out,  as  it  beft  ferves  the  prefent  turn. 
But  can  it  be  proper  that  the  palace  fiiould  be 
filled  with  fuch  a  mean  and  fervile  crew  ?  and,  in 
former  ages,  what  has  been  the  cffeft  of  a  miniftry 
fo  compofed?    Have  not  the  people,   by  being 
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accuftomed  to  pull  down  the  weak  fupports  about 
and  near  it,  come  at  lalt  to  afiault  the  very 
throne? 

To  which  may  be  added,  that  the  frequent 
changes  which  had  been  of  oiEcers  in  the  ftate, 
occaUoned  the  fadion  that  was  called  ^^  The 
league  for  the  publick  good/*  which,  in  the  be- 
gpning  of  Lewis  the  eleventh's  reign,  produced  a 
civil  war  in  France. 

They  who  adminifter  well,  of  courfe  will  have 
to  friends,  true  patriots,  all  wife  and  honcft  men  ; 
but  where  there  are  parties,  a  right  adminiftration 
is  not  always  pleafmg,  it  diflailes  the  ambitious 
intriguers  on  both  fides  j  in  feme,  it  may  thwart 
their  avarice  or  over-weening  opinion  of  them- 
fclves,  it  may  not  proceed  fait  enough  for  the  in- 
confiderate  zeal  or  paflion  of  others,  or  it  may  be 
too  feverc  for  thofe  who  have  feen  and  felt  what 
wealth  was  to  be  acquired  in  a  loofe  and  carelefe 
management.  Good  minifters,  therefore,  in  the 
perpetual  conflifts  they  are  certain  to  have  with 
the  heats  and  indifcretions,  or  with  the  vices  and 
corruption  of  the  times,  muft  be  fupported  by  the 
unfhaken  courage  and  well-grounded  rcfolution  of 
their  Prince. 

And  this  magnanimity  in  Sovereigns  emboldens 
fuch  as  are  about  them  to  perfevere  in  jult  mea- 
fures  for  the  publick,  and  to  give  faithful  and 
difinterefted  advices,  not  what  are  plealant  to  the 
tafte,  but  what  will  be  wholefome  in  the  digeftion  •, 
whereas,  in  kingdoms  where  they  are  attacked  on 
flight  occafions,  and  with  the  fame  levity  deferted, 
they  adapt  their  proceedings  to  what  feems  the 
prefent  temper  of  the  prevailing  fide,  let  die  fu- 
ture confequence  be  what  it  will-,  and,  every 
thing  confidered,  peradventure  it  is  not  eafy  to 
determine  who  is  the  moft  pernicious  minifter,  in 
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relation  to  the  whole  government,  he  who  makes 
his  court  by  flattering  the  Prince  in  whatever  he 
does,  and  by  purfuing  all  his  worft  inclinations^ 
or  he  who  looks  no  farther  than  to  afieA  being 
popular,  by  taking  aim,  in  all  his  tranfaftions  for 
the  ftate,  from  what  he  thinks  is  the  immediate 
fenfe  of  the  fuperior  party,  be  it  right  or  wrong. 

This  magnanimity  is  not  Ihewn  in  obftinately 
defending  bad  men  in  a  bad  caufe.  One  of  the 
braveft  of  our  Kings,  Henry  the  fourth,  removed 
from  court  four  of  his  fervants  at  once,  for  no 
other  reafon  but  that  they  were  fo  unfortunate  as 
not  to  be  grateful  to  the  people  •,  [Rot.  Pari.  5 
Hen.  4.  No.  16.]  but  it  was  at  a  time  when  there 
were  no  divifions  in  the  kingdom  -,  and  probably 
the  vices  of  thefe  four  were  vifible  to  others, 
though  concealed  from  him.  Indeed,  where  fac- 
tions reign,  it  is  difficult  for  Princes  to  judge  upon 
whom  they  fliouid  fhine,  and  from  whom  they 
ihould  withdraw  tiieir  favour ;  but  when  this  hap- 
pens to  be  the  cafe,  they  will  feldom  err  in  openly 
joining  with  the  virtuous  to  lupport  truth  and 
virtue. 

Generally  fpeaking,  the  fuggeftions  of  fuch  a 
courage  as  is  governed  by  v/iidom,  are  the  trueft 
lights,  not  only  for  Princes,  but  for  private  men 
in  their  fervice,  to  follow.  The  fearful  dare  not 
fo  much  as  defire  help :  "  Pavor  etiam  auxilia 
formidat."  He  who  finds  within  himfelf  a  heart 
not  capable  of  great  afi^airs,  fhould  avoid  engaging 
in  the  bufinefs  of  a  ftate  ;  the  paffion  of  fear  will 
fo  often  diforder  his  reafon,  as  to  make  him  liable 
to  errors  without  number  ;  and,  as  to  matters  of 
government,  the  fearful  are  direftly  flaves  to  thofe 
who  are  bolder  than  themfelves.  But  this  holds 
yet  more  ftrongly  in  countries  that  are  divided : 
for  can  the  enemies  of  a  great  man  defire  a  fairer 
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game  againft  him,  than  to  know,  that  though 
they  have  not  (kill  enough  to  defeat  the  meafures 
of  his  wifdom,  yet  that  mey  are  able  to  bring  him 
over  to  their  defigns  and  intereft,  by  working  upon 
his  fears  ? 

A  minifter  of  ftate,  fully  qualified  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  Prince,  fhould  be  afraid  of  doing  no- 
thing but  what  is  ill  in  itfelf,  and  againft  the 
rules  of  virtue,  his  own  honour,  and  the  honour, 
intereft,  or  advantage  of  his  country ;  he  Ihould 
not  only  be  a  brave,  but  a  magnanimous  man, 
whom  Ariftotle,  in  his  Ethics  to  Nicomachus 
[lib.  4.]  thus  defcribes :  ''  He  is  one  who  ftrives 
to  do  great  things,  or  what  may  be  for  great  ends, 
and  by  which  he  may  acquire  great  honour  ♦,  he  is 
not  therefore  fo  apt  to  run  into  frequent  dangers, 
as  into  great  ones,  not  prompt  for  every  turn, 
but  rather  flow  and  deliberate  ;  he  will  not  raflily 
undertake  even  great  matters,  but  with  council 
and  good  caution  -,  he  is  not  much  taken  up  with 
the  care  of  worldly  concerns,  as  not  thinking  them 
cither  great  enough,  or  of  much  account-,  but  ho- 
nour is,  in  his  efteem,  as  the  higheft  of  human 
external  benefits,  inafmuch  as  he  obferves,  it  is 
the  higheft  thing  we  have  to  pay,  even  to  the 
gods." 

And  this  philofopher  [ibid.  lib.  2.]  fays,  "  That 
the  true  medium  in  virtue,  and  that  which  is  its 
very  beft,  muft  be  afcertained  with  regard  unto 
time,  and  to  occafions,  and  to  the  perfons  with 
whom,  or  for  whofe  fake  we  aft,  and  to  the  man- 
ner of  afting." 

Andronicus  defines  courage  "  To  be  a  virtue 
by  which  a  man  carries  himiclf  ftoutly,  and  with 
circumfpeftion,  through  all  the  affairs  that  have 
relation  to  tlie  publick." 

Thus 
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Thus  ftood  the  opinions  of  thefe  wife  men,  as 
to  magnanimity,  virtue  and  courage.  But  they 
would  have  their  magnanimous  man,  who  attempts 
great  things,  or  what  may  be  for  great  ends,  to  be 
flow  and  deliberate,  to  proceed  with  council  and 
caution,  to  have  regard  to  time  and  occafions, 
and  to  the  perfons  with  whom  he  has  to  deal,  and 
to  be  ftout,  but  ftill  with  circumfpeftion. 

There  is  courage  in  aftion  and  in  counciL 
The  firft  is  military  virtue,  which  is  a  noble  ar- 
dour, puftiing  men  on  to  perform  great  deeds,  that 
they  may  acquire  much  fame.  He  who  has  it  in 
perteftioh  Ihrinks  at  no  perils  he  is  going  to  en- 
counter, and  is  prefent  to  himfelf  in  the  hotteft 
dangers,  and  when  they  are  come  upon  him. 
This  fort  of  courage  is  what  properly  belongs  to 
fuch  as  are  to  ferve  Princes  in  the  bufinefs  of  their 
wars. 

That  conftancy  of  mind,  which  is  not  furprifed 
at  a  new,  fudden,  and  unexpected  accident,  but 
is  ready,  with  an  undifturbed  judgment,  to  deter- 
mine, in  an  inftant,  what  is  fit  to  be  done  upon 
it  \  that  firm  refolution  which  is  not  to  be  diverted 
from  what  is  right,  by  the  voices  of  the  people  •, 
that  unfhaken  temper  that  can  wait  a  long  time, 
till  the  fruit  of  wiklom  is  grown  ripe,  and,  in  the 
mean  while,  with  patience  bear  the  obloquies  of 
men,  is  what  may  be  called  courage  in  touncil, 
and  is  one  of  the  principal  virtues  neceflfary  to  the 
compofition  of  a  good  ftatefman,  whofe  fervice  the 
Prince  makes  ufe  of  only  in  civil  matters. 

Courage  in  the  field  is  more  popular,  and  fhines 
moft,  and  it  is  the  trueft  courfe  of  obtaining  folid 
and  lading  greatnefs  j  for  power,  which  is  attained 
by  meer  wifdom,  has  feldom  been  feen  ftrong 
enough  to  refift  faftion,  envy,  and  the  intrigues  of 
a  court  i  and  therefore  fuch  as  have  been  minifters 
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for  the  council,  or  execution  of  affairs  meftrly 
civil,  unlefe  under  very  wife  reigns,  have  been 
rarely  long-lived  5  for  none  but  the  wife  fee  what  is 
done  by  wifdom,  and  they  are  not  often  a  nume- 
rous party.  But  the  eftefts  of  valour  make  a 
greater  Ihow,  and  are  vifible  to  the  whole  people, 
tor  which  reafon,  he  who  endeavours  to  eftablifh 
himfelf  by  repeated  proofs  of  his  courage,  and  by 
military  (kill  and  conduct,  forms  a  real  ftrength, 
fuch  as  is  able  to  fupport  him  in  the  conftant 
ftruggles  men  of  eminent  worth,  and  in  high  fta- 
tions,  muft  be  fure  to  meet  with.  Nor  does  this 
hold  any  where  more  truly  than  in  this  kingdom, 
where  the  vulgar  are  more  apt  to  admire  the 
marks  of  great  valour,  than  the  refults  of  deep 
prudence. 

And  yet,  where  there  are  divifions,  valour,  the 
virtue  which  is  of  fuch  ufe  to  a  country  that  has  a 
big  war  upon  its  hands,  can  hardly  defend  itfelf 
againft  detraftion.  At  any  other  time,  fuch  a 
fuccefs  as  the  taking  of  Bonn,  the  5th  of  May, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  would  have 
been  received  with  univerfal  applaufe :  and  though 
it  was  thought  of  fuch  confequencc  by  the  French, 
as  to  be  garrifoned  by  13  old  regiments,  and 
though  it  fecures  all  the  Lower  Rhine,  yet  they 
who  arc  refolved  to  be  angry,  will  always  find 
fomewhat  to  complain  of;  and  if  the  commander 
in  chief  purfues  his  own  natural  inclinations,  and 
pufhes  on  the  war  with  vi^ur,  they  are  apt  to 
fay  he  confumes  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the 
kingdom  in  forming  fieges  and  taking  towns, 
which  muft  be  all  reftored  at  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace ;  that  he  only  regards  to  increafe  his  own 
glory  and  renown,  and  that  therefore  he  has 
preffed  fo  earneftly  for  aftion  in  all  the  councils  of 
war,    and,    by  his  memorials,    has  (hewn   how 

needful 


Mfid  War  Abroad.  tx 

needful  it  was  to  make  fome  bold  and  brave  at- 
tempts, which  n^ht  give  reputation  to  the  confe- 
derate affairs  abroad,  at  a  feafon  when  they  de- 
clined in  other  parts:  at  the  fame  time  others^ 
who  fit  at  home  at  their  eafe,  cry.  Why  were  not 
the  lines  attacked  ?  we  pay  taxes,  and  nothing  is 
done;  never  confidering  the  difficulties  a  general 
lies  imder  who  commands  confederate  troops,  and 
who  muft  aft  in  concert  with  others.  They  never 
aik  the  queftion.  Will  this  be  otherwife  next  year  ? 
or.  Have  the  allies  confented  that  the  captain- 
general,  hereafter,  fiiall  have  a  more  abfolute 
command  over  the  whole  armv  ?  In  the  mean 
while,  they  reckon  for  nothing  the  taking  of  Huy, 
by  which  the  conqueft  of  all  upon  the  Meufe  is 
forwarded,  nor  the  reducing  the  town,  caftle  and 
dutchy  of  Limburg,  with  whatever  elfe  he  may 
have  defigned,  for  the  future  fervicc  of  his  Prince 
and  of  the  common  caufe. 

Thus,  in  a  divided  country,  men  will  cenfure 
whatever  is  done,  either  in  the  cabinet  or  in  the 
field,  againft  which  there  is  no  fuch  fure  defence 
for  great  men,  as  to  do  what  is  right  and  wife, 
without  regarding  which  fide  is  plealed  or  dif- 
pleafed  with  their  aftions  or  councils  ;  and  if  their 
meafures  are  founded  upon  truth  and  virtue,  this 
conftancy  of  mind,  and  this  noble  conteiript  of 
popular  difcourfes,  will  not  only  prevail,  but,  at 
the  long  run,  muft  receive  univerfal  approbation. 

In  all  affairs  whatfoever,  it  is  natural,  both  for 
the  great  and  little  vulgar,  to  defire  more  hafte 
(houTd  be  made,  than  may,  peradventure,  confift 
with  the  rules  of  prudence  •,  but  efpeci.^liy  parties 
never  think  their  friends  move  faft  enough,  not 
reflefting  that  they,  who  make  too  much  ipeed  at 
firft,  may  come  to  want  breath  before  the  race  is 
half  performed. 

And 
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And  when  there  is  a  faftion  in  the  ftatc,  corrupt^ 
ambitious,  implacable,  reftlcfs,  bred  under  a  loofe 
adminiftration,  impatient  of  a  good  one,  and 
grafping  at  power  which  they  fo  much  abufed 
when  they  were  in  pofleflion  of  it,  perhaps  fuch  a 
ftrength  is  beft  reduced  by  obferving  the  condud: 
of  Fabius  Maximus,  who  avoided,  as  much  as 
poffible,  to  engage  in  battle  with  an  enemy,  de- 
jperate,  aftive,  and  full  of  ftratagems  ;  and 
though  his  encamping  upon  the  mountains,  his 
caution  and  flow  courfes  were  derided  for  a  time, 
yet  at  laft  he  was  efteemed  the  only  wife  man 
among  the  Romans,  when  the  temerity,  firft  of 
his  colleague  Minutius,  then  of  Terentius  Varro, 
had  brought  them  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 

Faftions  in  the  ftate,  fefts  in  religion,  and  ar- 
mies reduced  to  ftreights,  are  ever  defirous  to  be 
in  aftion  ;  they  confume  of  themfelves,  and 
dwindle  away  to  nothing,  when  you  are  ftrongly 
intrenched  near  them,  when  you  cut  off  their  pro- 
vifions,  and  watch  their  motions.  What  can  men, 
brought  to  defpair,  wifti  for  more,  than  a  day  for 
the  decifion  of  their  fortune  ?  TJiis  Hannibal  faw, 
and  tried  all  arts  to  provoke  Fabius  to  fight,  but 
Fabius  was  too  wife  to  be  provoked  to  do  what 
was  againft  the  publick  inteiell,  though  infulted 
by  his  enemies  in  the  Carthaginian  army,  and 
though  cenfured  by  his  own  friends,  as  well  in  the 
city  as  in  the  fcnate ;  but,  as  tnnius  obferved, 
his  prudent  cunftation,  or  flow  proceedings,  re- 
ftored  the  commonwealth. 

The  fame  conduft  will  perhaps  fubdue  faftions 
and  religious  fefts,  againft  which  the  publick  is  to 
intrench  itfelf  by  ruling  well,  by  a  management 
without  reproach,  and  by  difcountenancing  fuch 
as  endeavour  to  give  difturbance  to  the  ftate ; 
where  all  this   is   done,    its  adverfaries   moulder 
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away  by  degrees,  ftarve  in  their  camp,  and  muft 
diiband  of  courfe,  whereas  they  grow  conliderable, 
and  begin  to  think  they  are  upon  an  equal  foot 
with  that  government  which  defcends  fo  low  as 
frequently  to  join  in  battle  with  them. 

But  minifters,  who  will  take  this  flow,  but  fore 
method  of  healing  breaches,  and  appeafing  the  di- 
vifions  of  a  kingdom,  muft  arm  themfelves  with 
the  patience  and  courage  of  our  noble  Roman ; 
like  him,  they  muft  not  ftartle  and  give  ground 
upon  rumours  and  calumnies :  and  to  bear  all  this, 
is  one  of  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  Prince  and 
country,  who  cannot  pretend  to  hold  the  balance, 
or  to  be  fafe  and  happy  at  home,  nor  indeed  to 
make  any  fort  of  figure  abroad,  while  civil  difcord 
rages. 

The  Tarentins  once  fent  embafladors  to  inter- 
pofe  in  fome  difterences  that  had  happened  between 
the  Romans  and  the  Samnites,  but  they  were 
laughed  at  by  the  conful  Papirius,  for  pretending 
to  meddle  in  the  affairs  of  other  countries,  when 
tliey  were  rent  afunder  by  their  own  domeftick 
quarrels :  "  Vaniflimam  increpans  gentem,  quae 
luarum  impotens  rerum  prae  domefticis  feditionibus 
difcordiifque,  aliis  modum  pacis  ac  belli  facere 
aequum  cenfcret." 

Whatever  in  the  beginning  we  might  propofe, 
of  going  fo  far  and  no  farther,  of  confining  our- 
felves  to  fuch  a  quota  of  fliips,  nitn  and  money, 
in  all  likelihood  this  war,  aj  ic  is  the  moft  necet 
fary,  moft  honourable,  and  the  jufteit,  fo  it  will 
be  found  the  greateft  that  ever  England  under- 
took. 

For  the  difpute  is  not  the  fame  now  as  it  was 
for  many  years,  when  the  arms  of  Europe  were 
employed  to  prevent  France  and  t!ie  iicufc  of 
Auftria  from  getting  ground  one  upon  the  other, 

and 
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and  to  keep  the  balance  even  between  two  powers 
that  of  themfelves  were  in  a  manner  equal.  To 
do  this  required  but  a  finall  exertion  of  ftrength : 
we  could  then  at  any  time  have  turned  the  Icalu, 
and  with  no  very  great  expence,  which  made  our 
Henry  the  eighth  (when  this  kingdom  made  far  a 
lefs  figure  than  it  does  at  prefent)  take  this  motto : 
*'  He  prevails  whom  I  Join  with,  Cui  adhaeroo 
praeeft/'  But  the  face  of  things  is  now  quite  al- 
tered; that  e(quality  in  dominion,  which  wa$  ib 
eafily  kept  poifed,  is  loft ;  we  are  to  aid  ^  weak 
fide  againft  that  which  is  ftronger  by  many  degrees, 
and  confequently  we  muft  come  into  the  other 
fcale  with  a  much  ^eater  weight  than  ever  we  did^ 
or  it  will  be  ftill  too  light. 

Affairs  are  brought  to  fuch  a  crifis,  that  if  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  is  not  in  a  condition  to  oppofe 
France,  it  cannot  exift  at  all :  if  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  is  not  fo  affifted,  as  to  be  fuperior  in  the  war, 
the  German  ftrength  will  be  fo  broken  zs  hardty 
to  rife  again  in  feme  years,  and  if  that  bulwark  be 
overthrown,  what  i*  there  to  ftand  in  the  way  of 
univerfal  empire  ? 

The  matter  in  controverfy  between  thefe  tviio 
great  powers,  feems  incapable  of  accommodation ; 
both  lay  claim  to  the  whole  fucceffion  of  Spain. 
If  fuch  an  addition  be  made  to  the  French  mo- 
narchy, Europe,  in  all  appearance,  muft  be 
ruined;  it  is  therefore  the  general  intereft,  that 
thofe  dominions  fhouid  be  poffeflcd,  as  heretofore, 
by  a  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria :  but  the  one 
is  in  pofleilion,  and  tlie  other  unable  to  afiert  ics 
rights  without  confiderable  affiftance,  which  is  no 
where  to  be  had  but  from  England,  Portugal,  and 
the  United  Provinces,  upon  whom  the  burthen 
muft  chiefly  lie,  as  in  reafon  it  ought,  becaufe  we 
and  they  iball  be  moft  hurt  by  the  growth  of  France. 


All  diefe  thmgs,  with  our  ancient  enmitf  to 
that  kingdom,  and  the  danger  of  religion  being 
confidered,  it  is  perhaps  evident  enough  that  this 
war  will  be  the  moft  bloody,  and  the  longeft,  that 
has  been  leen  in  Chriftendom  for  many  ages,  unlets 
fuch  vigorous  efforts  and  imprei&ons  are  made  be<* 
times,  as  may  bring  it  to  a  fpeedy  ifllie. 

But  if  we,  upon  whole  courage  and  perfeverancc 
the  reft  of  Europe  muft  fo  much  depend,  are  em- 
broiled at  home,  what  figure  can  we  make  abroad  f 
Where  will  be  that  fecrecy  and  difpatch  in  bufi- 
nefs  that  is  fo  needful  in  the  conduft  of  great  af-^ 
fairs  ?  and  what  vigour  can  there  be  in  divided 
councils  ?  What  luccels  can  they  expeft,  who 
wafte  that  time  in  contending  with  one  another 
for  power  and  dominion,  which  fhould  be  em*' 
ployed  in  confulting  for  their  common  defence  ? 
or  how  can  they,  who  are  broken  among  them« 
fclves,  oppofe  a  well-united  ftrength  ?  Who  can 
rule  well  when  the  wheels  of  government  are 
clogged,  where  each  fide  endeavours  to  put  the 
other  in  the  wrong,  though  with  the  hazard 
of  their  country's  honour  and  fafety,  where  you 
are  not  only  to  oppofe  attacks  from  without,  but 
to  provide  againft  mifchiefs  from  within,  and 
where  nothing  is  thought  wife  that  does  not  fuc-- 
ceed,  becaufe  there  is  a  fide  to  cry  it  down,  and 
where  folly,  ralhnefs,  and  ill-concerted  meafures 
pafs  for  current,  and  are  approved  of,  becaufe 
there  is  a  fide  to  cry  them  up  ? 

Irrefolution,  delays,  treachery,  fruitlefs  con- 
fumption  of  ftrength,  lofs  of  opportunities,  and 
many  more  mifchiefs,  are  the  eftcfts  of  civil  dif- 
fention ;  where  that  prevails,  you  are  often  com- 
pelled to  do  that  which  will  pleafe  the  majority, 
rather  than  what  in  itfelf  is  juft  and  fit :  and  to 
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what  ftreights  is  wifdom  then  reduced,  concerning 
whofe  rcfults  only  the  few  can  judge  aright;,  and  in 
which  the  many  muft  determine  before  they  can 
have  efFeft  ?  Whereas  in  great  aflemblies,  where 
there  are  no  divifions,  and  where  parties  are  not 
concerned  to  form  oppofitions,  folly  is  frequently 
wrought  upon,  and  convinced  by  the  good  fenfe  of 
the  fnialler  number.  So  that  they  who  hope  to  be 
profperous  abroad,  muft  endeavour  to  have  the 
people  at  unity,  and  well  cemented  at  home,  and, 
as  Flaminius  advifed  the  -ffitolians,  lay  afide  tu- 
mults where  confultation  is  needful :  "  Defiftite 
tumultuari  confultandum  eft.** 

When  affairs  in  the  government  are  fo  conducted 
that  particular  men  cannot  find  their  account  in 
keeping  up  faftions,  they  vanilh  of  themfelves : 
when  advances  are  made  to  all  that  fhew  any  real 
deiires  of  returning  into  the  bofom  of  the  com- 
monwealth ;  when  all  fides,  that  have  equal  de- 
ferts,  ftand  upon  an  equal  foot  in  their  preten- 
fions ;  when  old  objeftions  are  forgotten,  in  their 
cafes  who  are  able  and  willing  to  ferve  the  publick 
for  the  future ;  when  partialities  and  animofities 
are  quite  laid  afide ;  when  the  good  of  both  fides 
are  chearfully  embraced  on  all  hands,  and  the  bad 
are  deipifed  and  abandoned,  peace  and  union  come 
in  by  degrees,  and  infenfibly  take  poflelfion  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  the  whole  people ;  all  men 
grow  to  have  one  and  the  fame  intereft,  and  your 
bottom  is  fo  enlarged,  that  you  are  ftrong  at  home 
and  terrible  abroad. 

Now  and  then,  indeed,  it  happens  that  men  are 
compelled  to  join  in  what  is  called  a  party,  for 
their  own  prefervation,  as  the  Romans  did,  fome 
with  Sylla,  and  the  reft  with  Marius,  where  the 
fide  that  got  the  upper-hand  endeavoured  to  fecurc 
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themlelves  by  the  ruin  and  extirpation  of  the 
others,  and,  as  fortune  changed,  both  fides  had 
opportunities  to  exercife  their  mutual  r^e,  from 
whence  followed  murthers,  accufations,  banifh- 
ments,  profcriptions,  and  all  the  other  mifchiefs 
with  which  civil  diflention  is  attended. 

Few  factions  are  at  any  height,  but  at  laft  they 
proceed  to  fome  of  thefe  extremes,  and  if  one  fide 
has  as  much  rancour  as  the  other,  the  common- 
wealth muft  bleed  for  ever  ;  therefore,  if  one 
party  happens  to  have  been  harafled  by  thofe  who 
were  heretofore  fuperior,  but  are  then  reduced^ 
they  that  have  the  better  fliould  lay  afide  their 
anger  and  reientment ;  for  nothing  more  tends  to 
perpetuate  faction,  than  thofe  exertions  of  fiiry 
to  which  revenge  incites  us.  Does  one  fide  pro- 
icribe  your  friend  to-day,  you  attempt  to  profcribe 
him  upon  the  next  occafion.  So,  during  the  civil 
wars  between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter, 
our  noble  families  attainted  one  another,  until 
moft  of  them  were  ruined  or  extinguifhed :  the 
unforgiving  temper  that  then  reigned  made  thofe 
wounds  continue  fo  long  open.  One  inftance  of 
revenge,  though  it  be  juft,  feldom  fails  to  pro- 
duce another,  and  he  always  thinks  his  own  caufe 
right  who  has  received  the  latcft  injury ;  whereas 
you  have  quite  difarmed  that  enemy,  whom  you 
(hall  treat  better  than  he  treated  you,  when  at  his 
mercy.  And  fince,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  peace  muft 
enfue  at  laft,  or  the  publick  will  be  quite  de- 
ftroyed,  they  fliew  the  greateft  generofity,  who, 
having  gained  the  field,  are  the  firft  to  promote 
a  truce,  and  to  propofe  that  afts  of  hoftility  may 
ceafe. 

We  (hould,  in  this  junfturc,  facrifice  all  our 
own  refentments  and  animofities  to  the  general 
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good  of  Europe :  we  have  begun  this  war  iox  the 
{>refervation  oS  its  liberties^  and  to  oppofe  the 
growth  of  France,  than  which  there  cannot  be  a 
jufter  caufe ;  for  it  never  fares  well  with  the  col- 
}edive  body  of  mankind,  when  a  tyranny  is  any 
where  fet  up,  that  is  fupported  by  large  revenues 
and  ^eat  armies.  Such  mighty  monarchs  difturb 
the  peace  of  the  whole  world-,  during  their  times, 
war,  blood-0ied  and  devaftation  ai&i6t  the  univerfc^ 
and  no  confiderable  country  is  fuSered  to  be  at 
quiet :  befides,  their  example  invites  inferior 
Princes  and  dates  to  invade  the  civil  rights  of 
their  own  people. 

When  feveral  free  countries  join  together  In  a 
league  (which  is  our  prefent  cafe)  and  are  entered 
into  a  great  and  expenlive  war,  they  fliould  have  it 
in  their  view  to  do  as  much  good  as  poflibiy  they 
can  to  other  nations,  whofe  condition  they  Ihould 
endeavour  to  meliorate,  by  reftoring  to  them  their 
antient  laws  and  civil  rights,  and  by  helping  them 
to  throw  off  arbitrary  power :  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  if  our  arms  prove  fuccefsful,  we  fhall  imi- 
tate the  conduft  of  the  Romans  in  their  warlike 
expeditions,  who  bettered  every  place  they  con- 
quered, which  appears  from  what  the  fenate  gave 
in  charge  to  thofe  ambaffadors  they  fent  to  fettle 
Macedon  and  lUyria.  "  Omnium  primum  liberos 
efle  placebat  Macedonas  atque  Illyrios  •,  ut  omni- 
bus gentibus  apparcret,  arma  populi  Romani,  non 
liberis  fervitytem,  fed  contra  fervientibus  liberta- 
tem  aflerre  •,  ut  &  in  libertate  gentes  quae  effent, 
tutam  cam  fibi  perpetuamque  fub  tutela  populi 
Romani  cffe :  &  quse  fub  regibus  viverent,  &  in 
pra^fens  tempus  mitiores  eos  juttiorefque  refpeftu 
populi  Romani  habere  fe,  &  fi  quando  bellum 
cum  populo  Romano  regibus  fuiflet  fuis,  exitum 

ejus 


and  War  Abroad.  69 

ejus  viAoriam  Romanis,  fibi  libertatem  allatunun 
crcderent."  Where  they  vanquifhed  common- 
wealths, they  left  them  their  liberties  and  laws ; 
and  where  they  reduced  Kings  to  fubmit,  and  afk 
for  terms  of  peace,  they  rendered  diem  more  mild 
and  cafy  to  their  fubjedts.  And  if  this  be  the  de- 
fign  of  Germany,  England,  and  Holland,  they 
may  expedt  a  happy  iffue  from  the  juftice  of  their 
intentions,  and  goodnefs  of  their  caufe. 


REFLECTIONS 

UPON    THE 

CONSTITUTION 

AND 

MANAGEMENT 

OF    THE 

Trade  to  Africa, 

THROUGH 

The  whole  Courfe  and  Progrefs  thereof,  from 
the  Beginning  of  the  lail  Century,  to  this 
Time. 

WHEREIN 

The  Nature  and  uncommon  Circumftances  of  that 
Trade  are  particularly  confidered,  and  all  the 
Arguments  urged  alternately  by  the  two  con- 
tending Parties  here,  touching  the  different  Me- 
thods now  propofed  by  them,  for  carrying  on 
the  fame  to  a  national  Advantage,  impartially 
ftated  and  confidered. 

BY    ALL    WHICH 

A  clear  View  is  given  of  fuch  a  Conftitution,  as  (if 
eftablifhed  by  AA  of  Parliament)  would,  in  all  Pro- 
bability, render  the  African  Trade  a  permanent, 
creditable  and  advantageous  Trade  to  Britain^ 

Ovid,  de  Remed.  Am. 
Et  qua  mn  profunt  Jmgulaj  jun^a  juvant. 
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TRADE  is  fo  vmiverfally  become  the  cele- 
brated objcft  of  the  defires  and  afFeftions 
of  all  nations,  that  they  court  it  with 
fuch  eager  addrelTes  as  commonly  expofes  many 
of  them  to  the  hazard  of  encountering  violent 
ftorms  and  other  dangers;  yea  frequently,  even 
death  itfelf,  in  all  its  various  and  moil  terrible 
Shapes.  And  fince  it  is  acknowledged  that  Trade 
(fo  difficult  to  be  o  tained,  though  eafily  loft)  has 
been  the  fource  and  chief  foundation  of  the  riches, 
ftrength,  power  and  greatnefs  of  this  kingdom,  it 
is  no  wonder  if  we  look,  with  a  very  jealous  eye, 
on  all  iuch  fteps  of  any  of  our  neighbouring  na- 
tions, or  others,  as  may  fcem  to  have  a  tendency 
towards  the  fupphnting  us  in  the  enjoyment  of 
any  el&ntial  part  thereof. 

And  there  being  no  branch  of  any  foreign  trade 
whatfocvcr,  beyond  the  limits  of  Europe,  fo  na^ 
turally  adapted  to  the  intereft  of  Britain,  and  the 
plantations  thereunto  belonging,  as  the  trade  to 
Africa  is,  I  thought  it  might  be  no  unacceptable 
piece  of  fervice  to  the  publick,  to  beftow  fome  va- 
cant hours  in  collecting  fuch  proper  materials  as 
might  give  a  juft  and  clear  view  of  the  paft  and 
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prefent  ftate  thereof,  when  fo  many  people,  of  all 
fides,  feem  to  be  induftrioufly  hurried  on,  into 
quite  different  and  divided  fentiments,  concerning 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  conftitution  fuitable  to  the 
nature  and  circumftances  of  that  trade ;  and  have 
therefore,  in  the  following  (heets,  adventured  to 
publifti  fuch  matters  of  faft  as  have  occurred  to 
my  obfervation,  with  my  own  private  fentiments 
thereupon. 

I  have,  for  the  reader's  eafe,  endeavoured  to 
obferve  fomething  of  a  regular  method  throughout 
this  treatife,  by  dividing  it  into  feveral  chapters, 
under  different  heads,  and  marking  fome  note  of 
every  feftion  upon  the  margin,  except  in  the  laft 
chapter,  which  is  differently  difpofed ;  yet  the 
reaioning  part  is  fo  chained  together,  in  one  con- 
tinued thread,  that  a  ftranger  to  the  feveral  points 
of  faft  difcuffed  therein,  can  fcarcely  be  mafter  of 
any  one  chapter,  without  referring,  in  feveral  par- 
ticulars, to  fome  of  the  reft. 

I  muft  own  that,  as  in  many  volumes  of  far 
greater  bulk,  fo  in  thefe  few  Iheets,  the  moft  tri- 
fling part  takes  up  the  greateft  room,  for  indeed 
the  moft  material  part  thereof  might  have  been 
cafily  comprehended  in  a  much  narrower  compafs ; 
but  in  obviating  feveral  fallacious  pofitions  and 
fuggeftions  infifted  upon  by  particular  perfons,  I 
was  neceffarily  obliged  to  trace  their  fteps  through 
many  windings  and  turnings,  backward  and  for- 
ward, which  gave  occafion  to  feveral  repetitions 
and  digrefTions,  which  otherways  had  been  alto- 
gether needlefs. 

I  can  eafily  forefee,  that  fome  people  may  be 
apt  to  miftake  me  for  fome  perfon  concerned  in 
the  Royal  African  Company ;  but  I  folemnly  pro- 
fefs,   upon  my  veracity,  and  as  L  would  be  be- 
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licved  in  the  greateft  of  truths,  that  I  have  no  par- 
ticular or  immediate  concern  in  either  the  ftocR  of 
that  company,  or  of  any  of  the  feparate  traders  to 
Africa,  and  may  therefore  reafonably  hope  to  be 
the  lefs  fufpefted  of  partiality  in  what  I  write, 
concerning  both  or  either  of  thefe  contending  par- 
ties ;  yea,  I  can  fafely  aver,  that,  when  firft  I  en- 
tered upon  making  any  particular  enquiry  into 
the  nature  and  ftate  of  the  African  trade,  for  rny 
own  private  fatisfaftion,  no  man  in  this  city  could 
have  had  lefs  biafs  upon  his  inclination,  in  relation 
to  that  matter:  but  when,  in  my  fearch  after 
truth,  I  met  with  what  to  me  feemed  to  be  a  cer- 
tain evidence  (whether  fo  or  not)  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  for  me  to  ftand  proof  againft  conviftion  -, 
and  having  once  fully  convinced  myfelf,  I  could 
not  well  ftand  neuter  any  longer  in  fuch  a  national 
concern.  And  I  hope,  that  my  having  been  at 
fome  pains  to  convince  myfelf  in  the  firft  place, 
may  probably  be  one  good  ftep  towards  the  con- 
vincing of  others. 

If,  in  the  warmth  of  reafoning,  I  may  have 
happened  to  drop  any  word  or  fentence,  at  which 
cither  of  the  parties  may  take  the  leaft  offence,  it 
is  more  than  I  intended  •,  for,  I  am  fo  far  from 
having  any  perfonal  prejudice  againft  any  of  th:*m, 
that,  even  where  I  feem  to  be  hardeft  on  either 
fide,  I  ftiun  pointing  at  any  one  man  in  particular, 
and  indeed,  all  along,  I  mean  no  more  than  barely 
to  overturn  fuch  of  their  arguments  as  feemed  to 
have  no  real  foundation :  but  the  truth  is,  it  was 
almoft  impoflible  to  touch  any  of  the  feparate 
traders  pamphlets,  without  the  hazard  of  being 
infefted  with  fome  part  of  the  fcurrility  of  their 
ftile  and  language,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  to  make  it  re- 
coil upon  the  authors. 

The 
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The  Italians  (who  are  faid  to  be  a  moft  cunning 
and  difcerning  people)  have  a  very  odd,  but 
ihrewd  proverbial  prayer,  "  God  preferve  me 
from  my  friendi;  Til  beware  of  my  enemies/* 
The  moral  of  which  is,  no  doubt,  that  our  friends 
(if  they  take  advantage  thereof)  have  many  more 
opportunities  of  betraying,  deceivbg,  and  over- 
reaching us,  than  our  profefled  enemies  can  ever 
be  fuppofed  to  have.  The  confideration  of  which 
may  fufficiently  juftify  my  being  fo  particular,  in 
feveral  chapters,  concerning  the  proceedings  of 
our  friends,  the  Dutch,  ana  feparate  traders  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa, 
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R  E  FLE  C  T  I  O  N  S 

UPON    THE 

Conflitution  and  Management 

OF    T  HE 

African    Trade,   &^c. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Experience,  that  great  baffler  of  fpeculation, 
makes  it  evident,  by  innumerable  inftances, 
which  may  be  brought  from  the  annals  and 
tranfaftions  of  all  ages,  that  the  wifeft  of  councils, 
even  parliaments,  have  been,  and  ftill  may  be, 
miftaken  in  their  meafures  and  views  of  things, 
whenever  they  proceed  either  upon  mifinformation 
as  to  points  of  raft,  or  upon  bare  fpeculative  fup* 
pofitions. 

Thence  it  is,  that  our  legiflators  have  fo  fre- 
quently, upon  better  information,  found  it  necef- 
lary  to  alter,  amend,  and  fometimes  repeal  feveral 

laws 
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laws  and  afts,  even  of  their  own  making,  and  to 
enadl  new  ones  in  their  ftead. 

When  the  parliament,  ann.  9  and  lo  Gul. 
thought  fit  to  pafs  an  aft  for  fettling  the  trade  to 
Africa,  in  fuch  manner  as  is  particularly  expreffed 
in  the  faid  aft,  beyond  all  peradventure,  they  did 
it  upon  fuch  grounds  and  views  as  feemed  moft 
reafonable  to  them  at  the  time  5  and  I  freely  own, 
that  though  I  had  not  any  particular  concern  in 
that  aft,  yet  I  was  one  of  the  number  of  thofe  who 
could  not  then  forbear  cxprefling  a  fatisfaftion  at 
the  pafling  thereof,  as  giving  implicit  credit  to  the 
plaufible  topick  then  made  ufe  of.  That  the  laying 
of  that  trade  open,  without  any  reftraint  or  limi- 
tation, would  not  only  have  been  more  agreeable 
to  the  common  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  but  be  like- 
wife  a  mean  to  improve  and  carry  it  on,  to  the 
more  general  fatisfaftion  and  advantage  of  the 
whole  nation ;  for  the  truth  is,  I  had  not  then 
examined,  or  fully  confidered,  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  trade,  as  differing  from  that  of 
all  others  in  many  refpefts. 

Yet  when,  in  the  courfe  of  above  i  o  years  try al 
and  experience  of  letting  that  trade  lie  open  to  all 
her  majefty's  fubjefts  indiftinftly,  we  fee  that  the 
fuccefs  thereof  falls  fo  far  (hort  of  our  expefta- 
tions,  that  neither  the  company  alone,  nor  the 
feparate  traders  jointly  confidered,  nor  the  Britifli 
plantations  in  America,  nor  the  nation  in  general, 
are  gainers  thereby ;  yea,  that  on  the  contraiy, 
the  company's  joint  ftock  feems  to  be  daily  de- 
creafing,  the  feparate  traders  are  fome  of  them 
ruined,  and  others  difcouraged  by  confiderable 
lofles,  the  planters  complaining  extremely  of  the 
great  fcarcity  of,  and  extravagant  advance  upon 
the  price  of  negroes,  while  others,   at  the  fame, 
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time,  are  complaining  of  the  low  and  mean  prices 
of  woollen  and  other  Britilh  manufaftures  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea  •,  and  if  fome  few  of  them  happen 
to  be  gainers  by  that  trade,    I  have  too  much 
ground  to  believe,    that  their  fuccefs  is  not  fo 
much  the  effeft  of  the  prefent  conftitution,  as  of 
fome  other  indireft  caufes :    the  confideration  of 
all  which  did  induce  me  to  make  fome  enquiry 
into  what  fliould  be  the  real  caufe  of  this  great 
difappointment  to  the  nation  -,  and  for  obtaining 
fatisfaftion  therein,  I  was  defirous  to  have,  in  the 
firft  place,  converfed  with,  and  procured  infor- 
mation from  fome  of  the  feparate  traders  them- 
felves,   as  to  what  related  more  immediately  to 
their  feveral  and  refpeftive  interefts ,   but  thefe 
gentlemen  not  having  any  particular  fixed  place, 
nor  common  truftees  or  fervants,  that  I  know  of, 
for  keeping  any   general  record  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, correfpondencies,    difcoveries  or  obfer- 
vations,  I  found  It  imprafticable  to  obtain  fuch 
information  or  fatisfaftion  from  them,  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  cafe  feems  to  require  -,  and  fome  few 
of  them,  with  whom  I  had  occafion  to  converfe 
upon  that  head,  infilled  mainly  on  the  bad  fuc- 
cefs of  the  prefent  company,  and  that  with  fuch 
indecent  language  and  defpiteful  refleftions,  as,  I 
own,  gave  me  but  a  very  indifferent  impreflion  of 
either  their  temper  or  veracity,    though,    as  to 
their  own  performances,  they  commonly  fhifted 
treating  of  fuch  particulars  as  could  be  of  any 
material  ufe  for  my  prefent  purpofe,  but  referred 
me  generally  to  thofe  political  computations  and 
accounts  of   things,    which  were  prefented   by 
them,    or  in  their  names,   to  the  commiflioners 
for  trade  and  plantations,   and  to  fuch  printed 
abftrafts   thereof   as  were  difperfed  among  the 

members 
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members  of  parliament  the  h&  year^  on  which  I 
could  truly  lay  but  very  little  ftrefs,  efpecially 
fince  I  faw  the  fuggeftions  therein  contained  fo 
flatly  contradifted,  and  (at  leaft  feemingly)  con* 
futed  by  fome  certain  obfervations  thereupon, 
which  were  foon  thereafter  printed  and  publiftied, 
on  behalf  of  the  Royal  African  Company.  But  I 
Ihall  take  occafion  to  confider  thefe  political  com- 
putations more  particularly  hereafter,  in  their 
proper  place. 

I  had  then  recourfe  to  a  worthy  gentleman  of 
that  company,  who,  gueffing  at  the  defign  of 
my  enquiry,  very  frankly  and  courteoufly  pro- 
cured me  a  fight  of  their  books,  and  ordered  one 
of  their  clerks  to  allow  me,  whenever  I  pleaied, 
the  perufal  of  all  fuch  advices  and  accounts  as 
were,  at  any  time,  fent  home  to  the  company, 
either  from  the  coaft  of  Africa  or  the  Weftern 
Plantations,  which  (notwithftanding  all  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  I  find  they  have  long  ftrug- 
gled)  yielded  me  infinitely  more  fatisfaftion  than 
at  firfl  I  could  have  well  imagined ;  for  whofoever 
would  be  at  the  pains  to  go  through  the  feveral 
vohimes  of  memoirs,  declarations,  affidavits  and 
epiftolatory  accounts  which  they  have  by  them, 
full  of  the  company's  tranfadtions  with  relation  to 
the  Dutch,  French,  Portugueze,  Danes,  Bran- 
denburghers,  natives,  interlopers,  and  feparate 
traders,  upon  that  coafl,  for  many  years  paft, 
may  eafily  fee  that  the  different  interefts  and  de- 
figns  of  our  many  contending  rivals,  for  engrof- 
fing  the  riches  and  trade  of  that  vaft  continent, 
together  with  the  many  new  circumftances  and 
unexpefted  emergencies  which  muft  daily  attend 
fuch  a  rivalfhip  and  emulation  in  trade,  do  nat\>- 
rally  require  a  very  confiderable  joint  ftock,    a 
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coercive  power,  exadt  oeconomy,  intenfe  and  vi- 
gilant application,  and  a  larger  fhare  of  the  royal 
and  parliamentary  countenance  at  home,  and 
protection  abroad,  than  the  prefent  company  has 
ever  had,  for  carrying  on  that  trade,  fo  as  to 
make  it  a  permanent,  creditable  and  advantageous 
trade  to  the  nation. 

To  illufhrate  which  pofition,  I  Ihall  not  amufe  the 
reader  with  long  prefatory  difcourfcs,  concerning 
the  many  advantages  of  foreign  trade  in  general, 
or  of  this  valuable  branch  thereof  in  particular, 
that  being  a  point  fo  univerfally  acknowledged 
already,  that  the  going  about  to  prove  it  would 
be  almofl  as  needlefs  as  to  write  an  elaborate  dif- 
fertation  for  proving  that  the  fun,  without  the 
interpofition  of  a  cloud,  mufl  ihine  in  our  horizon 
by  twelve  o'clock  of  the  day. 

But  taking  it  therefore  as  unqueftionably 
granted,  that  the  trade  to  Africa  is,  and  muft 
always  be,  of  very  great  importance  to  Britain, 
and  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America,  I  (hall 
briefly  ftate  the  main  queflion  in  debate  thus: 
Whether,  as  we  are  now  circumftanced,  with  re- 
lation to  our  many  foreign  competitors  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  it  may  be  thought  more  advile- 
able,  for  the  nation's  intereft  and  advantage,  to 
carry  on  that  trade  by  a  coUeftive  fociety  of  ca- 
pable and  intelligcflt  men,  having  one  and  the 
lame  joint  ftock,  intereft,  defigns,  and  uniform 
rules  of  government  and  management,  with  ex- 
clufive  privileges,  &c.  or  by  all  fuch  perfons, 
indiilindly,  as  have  a  mind  to  trade  thither, 
when  ana  how  they  pleafe,  with  fcparate  ftocks, 
divided  interefts,  and  different  defigns  and  rules 
of  management  ? 

Vol.  V.  G  Truly, 
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Truly,  for  my  part,  I  think  that>  according  to 
fuch  views  as  I  have  now  of  thefe  matters,  the 
very  putting  of  the  queftion  fecms  near  to  refolve 
it ;  yet,  in  order  to  difcufs  it  more  diilin6tly,  and 
to  the  more  general  fatisfaAion  of  all  who  think 
themfelves  any  way  concerned,  and  that  I  may 
not  feem  to  advance  my  own  opinion  too  magi* 
fterially,  without  confidering  the  nature  and  im-» 
portance  of  the  point  controverted,  I  (hall,  with 
as  much  brevity  and  perfpicuity  as  I  can,  make 
fome  retrofpeftion  into  the  progre{s  of  our  trade 
to  Africa,  ever  fince  we  had  any  footing  there, 
confider  the  methods  and  politicks  always  prac- 
tifed  by  our  rivals  on  that  coaft,  and,  by  com- 
paring the  tranfaftions  of  paft  times  with  our  pre-^ 
lent  circumftances,  draw  fuch  natural  inferences 
and  conclufions  from  the  fame,  as  (without  regard 
to  the  private  intereft,  caprice,  humour  or  dc^ns 
of  particular  contending  parties)  may  feem  moft 
^eeable  to  reafon,  and  moft  conducive  to  the 
improvement  and  fecurity  of  the  Britilh  intereft  in 
general,  on  that  coaft,  for  the  future« 
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CHAP.    I. 

An  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  our  trade 
to  Africa^  preceding  the  year  1697. 

ABOUT  the  latter  end  of  Queen  J^  ^  J|J^  f 
Elizabeth's,  and  in  the  begin-  ST^*  EngHOi^ 
ning  of  her  fucceflTor  King  Jameses  for  trading  t<^ 
reign,  fome  London  adventurers  ^^^^^""^^ 
made  feveral  attempts,  feparately, 
for  carrying  on  a  trade  to  the  Coaft  of  Africa ;  yet 
all  that  I  can  find  any  of  them  ever  gained 
thereby,  was  merely  a  bare  difcovery,  and  dear- 
bought  experience,  that  probably  an  advantageous 
trade  might  have  been  carried  on  thither,  pro- 
vided they  had  had  a  flock  and  power  fufficient 
for  that  end,  and  had  known  how  to  prefervc 
their  men  from  the  dangerous  influence  and  effedts 
of  the  peililentious  air  of  that  ftrange  climate, 
and  from  the  barbarous  cruelties  of  the  treache- 
rous natives.  But  thefe  adventurers  wanting  pro- 
per means  for  the  aforefaid  purpofes,  and  meeting 
with  fome  fevere  rebukes  upon  that  account,  did, 
by  degrees,  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  making  any 
farther  attempts  that  way. 

Whereupon  King  James  did,  in  the  King  James  ift 
i6th  year  of  his  reign,  grant  a  char-  f['Xe  charTer 
ter,  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  for  trading  to 
to  Sir  Robert  Rich  and  other  citizens  ^^"'^*' 
of  I^ondon  therein  mentioned,  together  v/ith  fuch 
other  perfons  as  they  ftiould  think  lit,  to  aflume  and 
incorporate  into  one  body  politick,  for  raifing  a  joint 
ftock  to  carry  on  a  trade  to  Africa,  and  that  with 
cxclufive  privileges,  as  to  all  his  Majefty*s  other 
fubjefts,  under  no  lefs  penalty  than  the  torfeiiurc 
G  2  of 
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of  both  fliip  and  cargo,  to  the  ufe  of  theie  joint 
adventurers,  for  their  encouragement. 

But  fcarcely  had  this  infant  com- 
SSf^'^tS  P^y  of  joint  adventurers  made  the 
then  the  trade  experiment  of  two  or  three  feveral 
is  quite  reiiii-  yovages,  when  fomc  other  private 
merchants,  becommg  envious  of  theie 
their  fellow-citizens  apparent  view  of  fuccefs, 
would  needs  try  their  own  fortunes  likewife,  by 
interloping  clandeftinely  iipon  the  fame  coaft; 
upon  difcovery  whereof,  lome  difputes  did  arife 
between  them  and  the  company,  which  breaking 
out  foon  thereafter  into  an  open  rupture,  the 
company  infifted  upon  the  privileges  of  their 
charter,  the  other  on  their  natural  right;  and  both 
parties  growing  wearied  at  laft  with  fuch  debates, 
as  well  as  with  their  mutual  lofles,  withdrew  the 
Ihattered  remains  of  their  feveral  and  refpeftive 
ftocks,  by  which  means  that  trade  happened  to  lie 
again  wholly  neglefted  for  fome  years  tc^ether. 

In  the  mean  time,  fome  other  Eu- 
Thc  Dutch  ve-     jopean  nations,  but  more  efpecially 

ry    intent    on        i  *    tx        i_  r  •  ami      i^  •      j 

that  trade.  the  Dutch,  purfumg  rail  their  de- 

figns  of  fixbg  and  fecuring  to  them- 
felves  the  trade  of  Africa,  by  cultivating  a  friend- 
fhip  with  the  natives,  building  of  forts,  and  fet- 
tling of  faftories  on  that  coaft,  and  by  fupplanting 
the  Portugucze,  who  were  fettled  there  long  be- 
fore them,  fome  of  our  moft  intelligent  merchants 
reprefented  the  fame  to  King  Charles  the  firft,  as 
alfo  the  confequences  which  they  thought  might 
naturally  attend  the  fupine  negleft  of 
K.  Charles  ift    ^j^j^^.  ^.j-ade  •   whercupon  his  Majefty 

grants  an  ex-       ...      .         ,'         ,  *         ^   -  .        <     ' 

Sufiye  charter,  did,  in  the  7th  year  of  his  reign, 
which  was  con-  grant  a  new  charter,  under  the  great 
fears'/  t  teal,  to  Humphrey  Slaney,  Nicholas 
i«5i.  Crifp  and  Co.  with  fuch  ample  pri- 
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vilegcs,  exclufions,  prohibitions  and  penalties,  as 
in  ue  former  charter  were  contained :  which  laft 
charter  was,  in  the  year  1651,  confirmed  and  ex- 
emplified to  Rowland  Wilfon  and  Co.  by  the  go- 
verning power  at  that  time. 

But  confidering  the  many  convulfive  fits  and 
diftraAions  which  in  thofe  days  embroiled  and  con- 
founded the  government  of  both  church  and  ftate 
throughout  this  ifland,  we  need  not  wonder  that 
our  trade  to  Africa  fell,  at  the  fame 
time,  into  very  great  diforders ;  for  bredT^n  rthe 
the  unreflxidned  liberty  which  inter-  trade  it  quite 
lopers  affumed  of  trading  as  they  *^^"' 
pleafed,  without  any  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
company,  fet  them  and  the  company  together  by 
the  ears ;  and  then  the  Dutch  and  Danilh  compa- 
nies, taking  hold  of  the  opportunity  which  our 
domeftick  commotions  and  divifions  did  admi- 
nifter  to  their  defigns,  they  increafed  the  number 
of  their  forts,  faftories  and  Ihips  of  war  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  by  which  they  not  only  encou- 
raged, advanced  and  defended  their  own  trade  and 
navigation,  but  likewife  wholly  obftrufted  that  of 
their  neighbours-,  infomuch  that,  befide  demo- 
liihing  the  forts,  and  quite  ruining 
the  ftock  of  that  company  they  took  JS^jJ/^ 
the  Imps  and  goods  of  other  private  (hips  and  jpods 
Engliih  traders,  10  the  value  of  about    «f  ^s^*^  *^- 

r   ^  J  i^     ^i_   •  ders,    and   tht 

jt.  300,000,  as  appeared  by  their  pe-    ^^^  ruined, 
titions  to  the  parliament  after  the  re- 
lloration  of  King  Charles  the  fecond« 

How  far  thefe  lofles  were  any  way  confidercd  or 
repaired  by  that  parliament,  I  know  not;  but 
upon  a  reprcfentation  made  foon  dicreafter,  to 
King  Charles  the  fecond,  that  the  Britiih  planta- 
tions in  America  were,  by  degrees,  advancing  to 
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K.  Charles  id 
invites  his  Tub- 
|e£^s  to  raife  a 
joint  ftock  for 
carrying  on  the 
African  trade ; 
and  in  the  year 
1662  grants  an 
exclumfc  char- 
ter to  the  fub- 
icribcrs. 


fuch  a  condition  as  ncccffarily  required  a  greater 
yearly  fupply  of  fervants  and  labourers  than  could 
well  be  Ipared  from  hence,  without  the  danger  of 
depopulating  his  Majefty*s  native  do- 
minions, his  Majefty  did  (upon  ac- 
count of  fupplying  thefe  plantations 
with  negroes)  pubUckly  invite  all  his 
fubjefts  to  the  fubfcription  of  a  new 
joint  ftock,  for  recovering  and  car- 
rying on  the  trade  to  Africa;  and 
the  then  defigned  fubfcription  being 
compleated  accordingly,  his  Majefty 
did,  in  the  year  1662,  grant  a  new  charter  to  the 
fubfcribers  of  that  joint  ftock,  by  the  name  of  the 
Company  of  Royal  Adventurers  of  England  for 
carrying  on  a  trade  to  Africa,  with  the  fame  ex- 
clufions,  prohibitions,  penalties,  forfeitures  and 
immunities  which  were  contained  in  the  fcveral 
charters  formerly  mentioned. 

Bui  fcarccly  had  that  new  com- 
pany put  themfelves  into  a  condition 
of  trading,  when  a  war  breaking  out 
with  the  States  of  Holland,  in  the 
year  1664,  the  Dutch  (who  feldom 
or  never  neglefted  the  taking  hold  of 
any  opportunity  for  engroffing  to 
themfelves  as  much  as  they  could  of 
either  that  or  any  other  beneficial  trade)  did,  in 
the  very  beginning  of  that  war,  fend  orders  to 
their  admiral  De  Ruyter,  with  a  fquadron  of  13 
men  of  war,  which  lay  then  at  Gibraltar,  to  make 
fail  for  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  to  fet  upon  the 
Englifti  there  -,  which  he  fo  efFeftually  performed, 
that  in  the  year  1665,  he  not  only  deftroyed  moft 
of  their  faftories,  took  Cormanteen-caftle,  Toco- 
rary-fort,  and  other  places  on  that  coaft,  but  like- 
wife 


The  Dutch  war 
breaking  out  \ 
Adm.  de  Ruy- 
ter deftroys  or 
takes  ths  £n^« 
lifli  forts  m 
Africa^  feizes 
their  (hips  and 
goods. 
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wife  feized  on  feveral  fhips  and  goods  belonging  to 
the  Englifli  company,  infomuch  that  their  lofs 
thereby  was  computed  to  upwards  of  ^.  200,000  5 
by  which  means  that  company's  ftock  was  fb 
much  reduced,  that  they  were  quite  difcouraged, 
as  well  as  difabled,  from  making  any  farther  con- 
fiderable  efforts  for  retrieving  and  carrying  on  that 
trade  to  any  purpofe,  without  fome  new  iielp. 

Whereupon  his  Majefty,  confidering  that  the 
faid  trade  was  in  imminent  danser  of  being  wholly 
loft  to  the  nation,  and  conceiving  that  the  efta- 
bliihing  a  new  company,  with  a  new  ftock,  upon 
furrender  of  the  former  company's  charter,  would 
be  the  moft  effeftual  Means  for  recovering  and 
carrying  on  that  trade,  did,  in  the  year  1671, 
publickly  invite  all  his  fubjefts  refiding  in  foreign 
plantations,  as  well  as  here  at  home,  to  fubfcribe 
what  fums  they  pleafed  towards  carrying  on  the 
aforefaid  trade  -,  and  thereupon  many  of  the  no- 
bility, gentry  and  merchants,  having,  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  nine  months  time  thereafter,  fubfcribed 
for  and  compleated  the  then  defigned 
ftock,  his  Majefty  granted  a  new  ^'^^fS^^^S 
charter,  in  the  year  1672,  to  theie  of  the  former 
new  fubfcribcrs,  diftinguilhed  by  the  ch^yter,  grants 
denomination  of  the  Royal  African  wi^ncourag* 
Company  of  England,  with  the  fame  ing  privileges 
cxclufions  and  privileges  which  the  J^.^^f  aS 
former  company  had,  it  being  pre-  company,  167* 
vioufly  ftipulated,  that  out  of  this 
laft  ftock  latisfaftion  fliould  be  given  to  the  for- 
mer company,  for  the  eftimated  value  of  the  re- 
mains of  fuch  caftles,  forts  and  fettlements,  as 
were  then  in  their  poffeffion  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^ 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

G4  The 
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The  trade  to  Africa  being  thus 
JSe  4f5^  fcttledagain,  and  carried  on,  by  the 
vanugeous  to  Uniform  influence,  dire^on  and  ma* 
ud  ^^n  ^^S^"^*^^  ^f  *  fociety  of  perfons, 
b  genera^  1m!^  who  had  the  countenance  and  pro- 
fore  the  inter-  teftion  of  the  government  at  that 
tehe  w  ^^^  ^y  introduced  and  encou- 
lution.  raged  the  making  of  feveral  forts  of 

woollen  and  other  goods,  proper  for 
the  trade  of  Guinea,  not  formerly  manufadhired  In 
England,  and  reduced  the  making  thereof  to  a 
ftaple  and  fettled  goodnefs  •,  thcv  exported  yearly 
vipwards  of  £.  70,000  worth  or  the  faid  woollen 
and  other  manufaftures,  and  gave  far  better  prices 
for  the  fame  than  what  ufuaUy  is  now  given  for 
the  like  ;    they  furnilhed  the  weftern  plantations 
with  frequent  fupplies  of  confiderable  numbers  of 
negroes,  at  very  moderate  rates,  and  in  fo  encou- 
raging a  manner  too,  that  they  fometimes  trufted 
the  planters  to  the  value  of  £.  100,000  and  up- 
wards, till  they  could  conveniently  pay  the  fame  ; 
they  imported  (bcfide  elephant's  teeth,  red-wood, 
and  other  goods,  fit  for  being  manufaftured  at 
home)  fuch  quantities  of  gold-duft  from  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  that  they  frequently  coined  30,  40,  or 
50,000  guineas  at  a  time,  with  the  elephant  upon 
them  for  a  mark  of  dillinftion  •,  and  in  efFcft  tney 
managed  matters  fo,  as  that,  for  feveral  years  to- 

S ether,  that  trade  did  not  only  produce  an  annual 
ividcnd  of  certain  profits  to  all  the  particular 
adventurers  in  the  joint  flock,  befide  a  multipli- 
cation of  their  capital,  but  likewife  feveral  omer 
publick  and  national  advantages  to  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  the  Britifh  plantations  in  ge- 
neral. 

But 
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But  fome  time  after  the  late  Revolu*    Thelnterlopen 
don,  fcveral  private  traders  (then  com-    ^^  *n  upoa 
monly  called  interlopers)   affuming    prfySn^d 
again  a  liberty  of  trading  feparately    are  guilty  of 
to  Africa,  without  any  regard  to  the    J^^]*"'*''^ 
company's  charter,  few  or  none  of  ^ 
them  had  then  any  other  confideration  in  view, 
than  barely  the  ready  difpofal  of  all  fuch  cargoes 
as  they  carried  alon^  with  them  (no  matter  to 
whom,  or  which  way;  and  the  Ipeedy  procuring  of 
negroes,   or  any  other  commodities  which  they 
could  get  on  that  coaft,  whether  by  purchafe  or 
otherways,  fo  as  not  to  ftay  long  there ;  for  ac* 
complifliing  which  defign,  they  ftuck  at  nothing, 
but  were  too  frequently  guilty  of  fuch  finifter 
praftices,  as  proved  not  only  very  injurious  to  the 
private  intereft  of  the  company,  but  iikewife  dif- 
graceful  and  pernicious  to  the  Britifh  intereft  in 
general,   among  the  natives,    infomuch  that  the 
company's  agents  were  frequently  obliged  to  vin- 
dicate the  company,  by  making  the  natives  fen- 
fible  that  they  were  none  of  the  company's  fhips 
or  fervants  ;  ^nd  as  the  impunity  of  fuch  praftices 
did  encourage  the  authors  to  perfevere,  tor  fome 
time,   in  fuch  like   courfes,   fo    others  Iikewife 
taking  their  views  and  meafures  from  the  fjeming 
fuccels  of  the  former,  without  any  regard  to  the 
confequcnces  of  trading  in  that  manner,  joined  in 
an  outcry  againft  the  privileges  of  the  company, 
as  a  monopoly  inconftitent  with  the  liberty  of  the 
ftibjeft,  and  not  ellablifhed  by  aft  of  parbament ; 
and  that  therefore  they  would  exercife  their  na- 
tural  right  of  trading  to  Africa^  as  well  as  the 
company. 


Thus 
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Thtinteriopert  Thus  they  went  on  for  fome  time ; 
endeavour  to  and  to  givc  the  more  colourable  title 
Jfy^"?^""    to  fuch  their  proceedings,  they  never 

failed  to  magnify  and  improve  any 
cafual  lofs  or  misfortune  which  happened  to  the 
company  during  the  late  war,  as  if  that  had  been 
the  natural  effeft  of  trading  by  a  joint  ftock ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  whofoever  could  contrive  the  moft 
efFeftual  methods  for  leffening  the  company's  cre- 
dit and  intereft,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  whe- 
ther by  detraction  or  otherways,  was  among  them 
accounted  the  braveft  adventurer. 

Nor  were  the  agents  of  other  na- 
cltan?s  a.  tions,  particularly  thofe  of  the  Dutch 
gents  foment  Weft-India  company,  ever  wanting 
STm  »"  cherifhing,  upon  all  occafions  the 
in  Guinea.  authors  and  fomenters  of  any  divi- 

fions  in  the  Britifh  intereft  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  but  endeavoured,  with  all  their 
art  and  flcill,  to  make  fuch  improvements  thereof, 
as  they  thought  might  beft  ferv^c  their  ends,  with 
the  natives  upon  that  coaft. 

Whereupon,  after  long  forbear- 
^rican  com-  ^^^^9  ^^^  Company  at  laft  addreffed 
pany  addrefs*d  the  parliament,  by  petition,  for  re- 
thep^iiament:     ^^f.    ^ut  fomc  Others,  at  the  fame 

t)ut  the  parlia-        .  n     i    •  /•  j        i 

ment,  1697,  is  time,  alledgiHg  very  confidently, 
induced  to  lay  ^hat  if  the  trade  to  Africa  were  laid 
fbrisycars^'*  Open  to  all  fuch  perfons  as  had  a 
mind  to  trade  thither,  the  fame  would 
not  only  be  more  agreeable  to  the  natural  liberty 
of  the  fubjeft,  but  alfo  that  thereby  feveral  new 
difcoveries  would  be  made,  many  places  then  un- 
known traded  into,  much  greater  quantities  of 
the  Engliih  manufaftures  exported  of  courfe,  and 
that  the  plantations  would  be  furniflied  with  ne- 

3  groes 


the  African  Trade, 

groes  in  greater  numbers,  and  at  cheaper  rates, 
than  could  be  expefted  from  the  company  alone  5 
by  which  alluring  fuggeftions  and  plaufible  pre- 
tences the  parliament  was,  in  the  year  1697,  in- 
duced to  make  an  experiment,  by  giving  permif- 
fion  to  all  perfons  whofoever,  as  well  as  the  com- 
pany,  to  trade  to  Africa  for  the  term  and  {pace  of 
13  years,  they  paying  to  the  company  a  duty  of 
10  per  cent,  towards  defraying  the  charges  of  their 
forts  and  callles,  for  the  aefence  and  prefervation 
of  that  trade  to  the  nation. 


CHAP.     II. 

An  account  of  the  progrefs  of  our  trade  to 
Africa  Jince  the  year  1 697,  together  with  a 
clear  view  of  the  prefentjiate  thereof 

THE  trade  to  Africa  being  thus     -,        ,     , 
•   .J  y       r^  \_  The  novelty  of 

laid  open,  not  only  luch  as  Uying  open  the 
were  more  immediately  concerned  in  trade  to  Africa, 
contriving  and  advancing  that  pro-  \l£jl  ^^Jl 
jedl,  but  likewife  a  confiderable  ducedmanyto 
number  of  other  perfons  (who  before  ^^  fj^n^re! 
that  time  had  fcarcely  ever  any  occa-  pented  it. 
fion  to  have  examined,  considered, 
or  tolerably  well  underftood  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  trade)  becoming  it  feems  in- 
toxicated with  fuch  deluding  notions  and  golden 
dreams,  as  the  former  had,  for  obtaining  their 
own  private  ends,  induftrioufly  propagated,  touch- 
ing the  vaft  gains  to  be  had  by  a  ieparate  trade 
to  the  Gold  Coaft,  did,  without  any  farther  confi- 

deration. 
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deration,  plunge  themfelves,  over  head  and  ears^ 
into  an  Atrican  trade,  and  perfevered  therein  for 
fome  time,  until,  by  degrees,  moft  of  them  came 
off,  at  laft,  with  the  weeping-crofs,  repenting 
them  too  late  of  their  credulity  and  ralhnefs,  and 
wifliing,  that  inftead  of  purfging  a  trade  which, 
upon  trial,  they  found  they  did  not  truly  under- 
ftand,  they  had  bellowed  their  time,  credit,  pains 
and  fubftance  in  the  carrying  on  and  improve- 
ment  of  the  feveral  trades,  callings  and  employ- 
ments, to  which  they  were  refpeftively  bred. 

But  as  there  ever  has  been,  and  in 
Sr^  aCe,*  all  probability  ftiU  wiU  be,  fome  fort 
committed  by  of  Dcoplc  in  the  world,  who  make  it 
Jj^P"^*^*"-  their  intereft  to  filh  in  troubled  wa- 
ters ;  fo,  even  as  to  the  laying  open 
this  trade,  there  were  too  many  who  wanted  no 
more  towards  compaffing  their  own  private  de- 
iigns,  than  the  obtaining  a  legal  and  uncontrolable 
pcrmiffion  for  trading  feparately  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea;  under  the  colour  of  which  permiffion 
they  have,  to  the  unfpeakable  detriment  and  dif- 
credit  of  the  Britifh  intereft  in  general,  ufed  fuch 
unaccountable  methods,  and  been  guilty  of  fuch 
intolerable  praftices,  as  I  could  not  have  believed, 
if  I  had  not  feen  feveral  concurring  teftimonies, 
and  undeniable  vouchers,  for  proving  the  truth 
thereof;  fome  of  them  furprizing,  feizing  and 
carrying  away  with  them,  fuch  negroes,  elephants 
teeth,  and  other  goods,  as  happened  to  fall  con- 
veniently within  their  reach,  without  paying  any 
thing  for  the  fame,  and  making  fuch  of  thefe  ne- 
groes, as  they  underftood  to  be  of  any  diftin- 
guifhing  charafter,  redeemable  at  the  rate  of  three 
ior  one;  others,  by  rewards  and  promifes,  en- 
ticing many  of  the  company's  truftees  and  fervants 
to  relinquifti  and  abandon  their  matter's  intereft, 

pro- 
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proclaiming  malicioufly  among  the  natives,  and 
all  others  along  the  coaXt,  that  the  company  was 
entirely  broke,  and  their  managers  here  at  home 
threafened  to  be  put  in  Newgate,  for  begging 
leave  (as  they  alledged)  of  the  parliament,  to  fell 
their  forts  and  faftories  to  the  French,  and  de- 
ducting two-thirds  of  their  fervants  wages,  &c* 
Which  fcandalous  allegations  happened,  never- 
thelefs,  to  have  the  defired  pernicious  effeft,  info- 
much  that,  though  all  the  company's  fervants  are 
bound  by  oath  not  to  trade  direftly  or  indiredly, 
during  their  fervicc,  except  only  for,  and  upon 
account  of  the  company,  yet  feveral  of  them 
were,  by  fuch  means,  induced  forthwith  to  defert 
their  itiafter's  fervice,  others  to  fell  lumping  penny- 
worths of  feme  of  the  company's  negroes,  gold,  ele- 
phants teeth,  and  other  goods,  to  fome  of  the  fcpa- 
rate  traders,  as  alfo  to  fend  home  feveral  parcels  of 
gold,  on  their  own  private  accounts,  by  the  fepa- 
rate  traders  fhips ;  upon  difcovery  of  which,  or 
fuch  like  praftices,  they  commonly  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  the  feparate  traders  :  and  as  the  fe- 
parate  traders  fhips  were  as  fo  many  fanftuaries  to 
luch  of  the  company's  fervants  as  proved  any  way 
treacherous  to  their  matters  intereft,  fo  the  Dutch 
forts  were,  and  ilill  are,  common  fanAuaries  to 
both  the  former. 

Thus  the  Dutch  company's  agents,  /pt,  ^  h 
by  cajoling  and  careffing  the  feparate  comjmy's^a. 
traders,  and  drawing  on  a  fubtle  kind  gents  cajol  tht 
of  fmuggling  trade  with  them,  for  P^r^iS^ 
the  time,  as  they  were  not  wanting,  the  natives  a- 
on  the  one  hand,  in  encouraging  dl  g^ft  theRoy- 
fuch  pradices  as  thefe,  and  foment-  pany/*^*^^^' 
ing  daily  divifions  in  the  Britiih  inte- 
reft, fo,  on  the  other  hand,  they  never  failed, 
with  all  their  ufual  art  and  (kill,  to  make  a  fuitable 

in> 
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improvement  thereof  among  the  natives,  wto 
thereupon  became  fo  infolent  as  not  only  to  break 
many  of  their  former  agreements  with  the  com- 
pany, but  alfo,  on  fome  occafions,  infulted  even 
fome  of  the  company's  forts  and  faftories,  to  the 
great  detriment  and  interruption  of  their  trade, 
until  that,  by  renewed  prefents  and  other  proper 
means  ufed,  thefe  differences  between  them  and 
the  company's  agents  came  to  be  compromifed 
and  accommodated,  from  time  to  time,  according 
as  the  natives  happened  to  be  more  or  lefs  in- 
fluenced by  the  fuggeftions  and  management  of 
either  the  Dutch  agents  or  feparate  traders. 

The  company,  finding  themfelve^ 
SL%ai;  fo  l^ardly  thus  befet  on  aU  fides, 
rsuTe  and  ad-  thought  fit  to  Contribute  and  ad- 
v«ice  «8ooooi.    ^^^.g  f  J  80,000  of  additional  ftock, 

of     aaoitionai      %     n  \         i  1  %  ; 

Hock.  befide  what  money  they  borrowed 

upon  their  bonds,  for  maintaining, 
repairing  and  fupplying  their  forts  and  faftories, 
as  well  as  for  keeping  up  fome  face  of  a  regular 
trade,  and  preferving  the  fame  to  the  nation,  until 
they  could  have  a  feafonable  opportunity  for  lay- 
ing their  cafe  before  the  parliament. 

Yet  ftill  the  natives,  who  are 
The  natives  known  to  be  a  very  cunning,  as  well 
pricw^^of  ne!  ^  dcccitful  people,  never  mifled 
groes,  and  beat  catching  hold  of  the  advantages 
cfTu?S  ^Wch  they  faw  naturaUy  arifing  to 
manufaauKs.  thcmfclvcs,  from  our  feparate  inte- 
refts,  as  well  as  different  methods  of 
man^ement;  yea,  they  afted  their  part  therein 
fo  very  artfully,  that,  without  regard  to  either 
the  company  or  feparate  traders,  they  not  only 
raifed  the  price  of  negroes,  gold,  elephants  teeth, 
and  all  other  African  productions,  to  a  mod  into- 
lerable rate,  far  exceeding  what  the  company  ever 

paid 
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p^d  for  them  before  the  trade  was  laid  open,  but 
have  alfoy  at  the  fame  time,  depreciated  and  beat 
down  the  value  of  all  wooUen  and  other  BrrtUh 
manufa£hires  to  a  meer  drug  upon  that  coaft ;  in- 
fomuch  that,  as  the  trade  is  now  managed,  it  is 
next  to  impoifible  for  either  the  company,    or 
fcarcely  any  of  the  leparate  traders  who  deal  upon 
the  fquare,  or  have  any  regard  to  a  national  inte- 
reft,  to  be  gainers  by  it ;  for  the  feparate  traders 
contending  always,  not  only  with  the  company^ 
but  alfo  one  with  the  other  among  themfelves, 
for  precedency  in  point  of  difpatch,  as  having 
neither  patience  nor  convenience  for  Haying  any 
confiderable  time  upon  the  coaft,  do  commonly 
fubmit  to  fuch  terms  and  conditions  of  barter  as 
the  natives  think  fit  to  impofe  upon  them,  rather 
than  go  away  without  invefting  their  goods,  or 
purchafing  a  competent  number  of  negroes,  at 
any  rate  j  by  which  pernicious  example  the  com- 
pany's agents  were  forced,  by  degrees,  to  lower 
cheir  fales  alfo,  unlefs  they  would  refolve  to  ftand 
by  and  look  on  like  fo  many  idle  fpedlators  :  and 
I  am  convinced  it  had  been  better  for  the  com- 
pany's particular  intereft  that  they  had  done  fo  all 
this  time,  were  it  not  merely  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  forts  and  faftories,  and  for  keeping  up  the 
face  of  a  regular  trade,  which  may  ftill  be  a  foun- 
dation, and  yield  fome  profpeA  of  future  gain,  if 
the  trade  were  once  put  upon  a  right  foot. 

Nor  do  the  evil  confequences  of    ^.  ^^ 

thcfe  feparate  interefts  ftop  here  j  for  impofS^ene. 
the  merchant,  to  fave  his  own  bacon,  groc»  on  the 
as  much  as  he  can,  impofes  thefe  ne-  SrW^t  rat^', 
groes  again  on  the  planters  in  Ame-  and  the  pian^ 
rica,  at  fuch  exorbitant  rates  as  the  ^^  rif^of 
planters  cannot  poffibly  afford  to  fugar^"&^ 
give,  without  a  proportional  advance 

on 


96  Reflections  en 

on  the  prices  of  fugar^  cotton,  indigo,  &c.  From 
all  which  it  may  be  ealily  obferved,  that  (like  a 
virulent  diftemper  alFeding  the  blood)  a  funda- 
mental error  in  the  conftitution  of  fo  eflendal  a 
branch  of  our  foreign  trade,  as  that  to  Africa, 
muft  of  courfe  diffufe  itfelf  through  the  whole 
circle  of  our  trade  in  general. 

The  Royal  African  company, 
^c  Royal  A-  f^Qm  too  convincing  a  ienfe  of  the 
ny^^itionSe  niany  fatal  confequences  thus  at- 
Qjjccn  to  re-  tending  fuch  a  pernicious  and  irre- 
SfTtoThe?£  g^lar  management,  influenced  by  the 
iiament,  1707.  fcveral  interfering  interefts  of  diffe- 
rent contending  parties,  as  well  as 
from  a  due  regard  to  their  own  prefling  circum- 
ftances  at  the  time,  thought  fit,  in  Nov.  1707,  to 
addrefs  the  Queen,  by  petition,  in  a  moft  humble 
aiid  dutiful  manner,  *'  Praying  that  her  Majefty 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  their 
cafe  to  the  parliament/*    Which  pe- 

tS'c^iffi^  titi^^  ^i^g  referred  to  the  previous 
nen  for  trade»  confidcration  of  the  commilfioners 
who  prepared    for.  trade  and  plantations,  it  fo  hap- 

a.  report  diere-  j    ^       •      *        r         j  •  * 

«pon7  pened  (as  it  too  often  does  m  many 

other  cafes,  where  fuch  as  have  the 
worft  caufe  arc  commonly  the  moft  vigilant  and 
induftrious)  that  fome  of  the  feparate  traders,  by 
an  early  and  clofe  application,  with  the  help  of 
fome  political,  or  rather  fallacious  computations, 
as  to  their  own  imaginary  performances,  and  feve- 
ral  groundlefs  fuggeftions  againft  the  company, 
had  prepoffeffed  the  commiffioners  with  fuch  an 
opinion  of  the  fuppofed  advantages  arifing  from  a 
feparate  trade,  compared  with  thcfe  of  a  joint 
ftock,  that  feveral  fcruples  and  queftjons  arifing 
thereupon,  the  commiffioners  were,  it  feems, 
afraid  that  they  could  not  obtain  fuch  proper 

vouchers 
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vouchers  and  adminicles  from  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
or  the  plantations,  in  time^  as  might  enable  them 
to  put  thefe  matters  in  fo  clear  a  light  as  they 
could  have  wifhed,  before  the  end  of  the  laft 
parliament ;  and  therefore,  rather  than  be  thought 
any  way  negligent  of  their  duty,  did,  in  February 
lalt,  prepare  a  report  to  be  laid  before  her  ma- 
jefty,  v/herein  they  repeat  the  feveral  allegations 
and  political  computations  aforefaid,  given  in  to 
them,  in  name  of  the  feparate  traders,  touching 
the  contents  of  the  company's  feid  petition. 

And  though  the  diflblution  of  the 
laft  parliament,  before  the  faid  re-  J^^  commif- 
port  could  have  been  ripely  confi-  /^Sluide?  w 
dered,  gave  occafion,  it  feems,  to  its  copies  thereof 
having  been  laid  afide,  yet  feveral  £fjS 
copies  thereof  having  clandeftmely  made  thereof, 
crept  abroad,  and  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  fome  perfons  who  make  finifter  improve- 
ments thereon,  my  prefent  purpofe  obliges  me  to 
take  fome  notice  of  the  political  computations  and 
imaginary  fuppofitions  therein  mentioned ;  for 
fome  of  the  feparate  traders  (probably  the  very 
fame  who  firft  had  the  confidence  to  obtrude  thefe 
fallacious  computations  upon  the  commiflioncrs) 
are  now,  by  a  new  way  of  reafoning,  endeavour- 
ing to  impofe  the  fame  vain  imaginations,  as  real 
truths,  upon  the  whole  kingdom,  by  their  prints 
and  otherways  5  they  repeat  the  fame  fuggeftions 
and  computations  upon  all  occafions,  and,  with 
an  affurance  as  Angular  as  their  manner  of  reckon- 
ing, quote  fome  certain  paragraphs  out  of  their 
own  original  allegations,  by  way  of  extrafts  out 
of  the  faid  report,  and  then  adduce  them  as 
vouchers,  for  lupporting  the  veiy  fame  allega- 
tions again  in  taverns,    coifee-houfes,    and  elfe- 

VoLv  V*  H  where : 
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where :  which  is  fuch  a  circle  of  fophiftry,  for 
bantering  men  out  of  their  fenfes,  as,  I  own, 
furpafleth  all  the  rules  of  logick  that  ever  I 
heard  of. 


CHAP.     III. 

A  detection  of  the  fallacious  fopicks  infijied  on  by 
the  feparate  traders ^  with  a  continuation  of 
thefiate  of  the  African  trade. 

The  private      T  Think  it  needlefs  here,   to  give 
traders  ixi^^.     ■    ^^  rg^der  or  myfelf  the  trouble 

tioRS  arc  par-      ^  .  1     r     r  j  ^ 

ticularly  con-  ot  tracing  thcic  feparate  traders  (or 
futed  by  cer-  rather  fuch  as  feem  now  to  perfonate 
^''thc'^d',!^!  them)  through  the  wildernefs  of  all 
port,  lately  gi-  their  wild  fuggeftions  and  imagina* 
clm^iffi^n^  tions  efpeciaUy  nnce  I  am  informed, 
for  trade.  that  their  inconuftencies  are  already 

more  than  fufficiently  expofed,  in  a 
certain  paper  lately  given  in,  by  the  Royal  Afri- 
can company,  to  the  lords  commiflioners  for  trade 
and  plantations  ;  yet,  for  a  fample  and  teft  of  the 
feparate  traders  candor  and  ingenuity,  to  the  end 
that  (according  to  the  common  faying)  "  the  lion 
may  be  known  by  his  paw,"  I  Ihall  deteft  the  fal- 
lacies of  two  or  three  of  thefe  general  topicks, 
upon  which  they  feem  to  lay  their  greateft  ftrefs, 
and  which,  in  cfFeft,  may  be  faid  to  include  all 
the  reft, 

I  With 
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With  defign,  no  doubt,  to  make  ^hc  ailedged 
themfelves  and  their  method  of  export  of  th« 
trading  very  popular  and  acceptable  p^^  to^""^ 
to  the  nation,  they  alledge  in  their  fabulous, 
prints,  that  they  have  exported 
£.  ji  2  5,000  worth  of  woollen  and  other  manufac- 
tures yearly,  fince  the  trade  to  Africa  has  been 
laid  open  •,  yea,  by  the  very  accounts  which  they 
had  the  affurance  to  give  in  to  the  aforefaid  com- 
miflioners,  they  make  their  annual  exports  to  be 
about  £.  98,240  -,  and  the  way  they  pretend  to 
prove  both  the  one  and  the  other,  is  thus  :  They 
fay  that  they  fitted  out  a  certain  number  of  fhips 
yearly  from  the  port  of  London,  and  a  fuppoled 
number  of  fhips  yearly  from  the  plantations,  and 
the  ports  of  Briftol,  Liverpool,  and  other  out- 
ports  of  the  kingdom;  then  they  fuppofe  that 
every  one  of  thefe  Ihips,  great  and  fmall,  one  with 
another,  without  any  diftinftion,  carried  out  as 
valuable  a  cargo  as  the  bi^eft  of  thofe  Ihips  em- 
ployed by  the  company;  to  this  taey  add  the 
yearly  amount  of  the  ten  per  cent,  duty  paid  by 
them,  upon  their  real  export,  when  at  the  higheft : 
and  thus,  by  fetting  one  mountain  a-top  of  an- 
other, they  have,  in  their  own.  conceit,  reared  up 
their  imaginary  tower  of  Babylon  to  a  moft  pro- 
digious height  at  lafl. 

I  muft  confefs,  if  there  could  have    ^n  aK>eai  to 
been   no  more   certain   rule    fallen    houfe  books?' 
upon,   for  computing  the  value  of 
their  yearly  exports,  than  this  fallacious  method 
of  theirs,  then  the  introducing  of  what  they  call 

Political  arithmetics,    might,    in  fome  meafure, 
avc  been  allowable;    but  when,  to  their  own 
certain  knowledge,    there  are  ftrift  and  regular 
accounts  of  the  value  of  all  fuch  exports,  as  are 
H  2  made 
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made  by  thefe  feparate  traders,  kept  at  all  the 
ports  of  the  kingdom,  and  confirmed  by  the  en- 
tries and  oaths  of  the  very  exporters  themfelves,  I 
think  it  no  breach  of  charity  to  affirm,  that  their 
not  making  the  Cuftom-houfe  books  the  ftandard 
and  rule  of  their  accounting,  in  computing  the 
value  of  thefe  exports,  does  tacitly  imply  lome- 
what  more  than  a  bare  fufpicion,  that  the  framers 
of  thefe  political  accounts  had  a  (hrewd  defign  of 
impofing  upon  the  nation  to  amoft  infufFcrable 
degree. 

.     __.  But  to  come  clofcr  to  the  point ; 

A  certain  •  •  i       i        i  i    • 

dilemma,     to  It  appears  evidently,  by  their  own 

which  the  fe-  Qaths  and  entries  in  the  Cuftom-houfe 

L?defi^'/'to  books  of  London,  Briftol  and  other 

give  a  catego-  out-ports  of  the  kingdom,  that  their 

ricai  aniwer,  if  annual  exports,    thefe  fix  or  feven 

they  can.  ^^^         '  ..  , 

years  paft,  on  an  average,  did  not 
exceed  /.  33,883  13  J.  8^.  at  moft.  Now,  the 
oaths  of  thefe  leparate  traders  being  thus  kept 
upon  record,  either  they  fwore  juftly,  or  they  did 
not  -,  if  juftly  (which  in  charity  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  they  did)  then  this  Babylonifh  tower  of 
their  political  computations  falls  to  the  ground  of 
courfe  •,  but  if  otherwife,  then  it  muft  be  allowed, 
that  they  have  not  only  cheated  the  company  of 
their  10  per  cent,  duty  for  the  overplus  of  their 
exports,  but  have  likewife,  to  fhun  the  payment 
of  that  duty,  perjured  themfelves  into  the  bar- 
gain. Thefe  gentlemen  are  at  their  liberty  to 
choofe  which  branch  of  the  alternative  they  think 
fit;  and  if  any  of  their  moft  celebrated  cham- 
pions in  fophiftry  can  extricate  them  handfomely 
out  of  this  unlucky  dilemma,  it  is  more  than  I 
look  for. 

Then, 
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Then,  after  fuppofing  an  indcfi-    -.      i,  j   ^ 

'  ,  i?     V  •         •     1   /•  /•        The   alledeed 

nite  number  of  chimerical  fuppofi-    numbmofne. 
tions,  which  no  conQdering  or  intel-    ff^o^f  carried 
ligent  perfon  can  ever  either  fuppofe    J^^  SaJ^^'to 
or  grant,  they  infer,  I  muft  owi^  a    thepiantations, 
moft  pertinent  and  natural  conclu-    P~J^^  ^^^ 
fion,   fully  as  fuppofititious   as   the    SS/^ 
premifles,  viz.  That  fince  the  trade 
to  Africa  has  been  laid  open,  they  carried  at  leaft 
25,000  negroes  yearly  to  the  plantations,  and  fold 
them  there  from  14  to  20  and  23  /.  per  head,  at 
molt ;  and,  to  give  the  better  colour  to  this  fi6bi- 
tious  account,  they  make  a  very  formal  diftribution 
of  thefe  fuppofed  negroes  among  the  plantations, 
tlius : 

fBarbadoes  —  —  —  —  4000 
the  Leeward-Iflands  —  —  4000 
Virginia  and  Maryland  —  4000 
Carolina  and  New-York  —  1000 
Jamaica     -^     —     —    —  12000 

25000 

For  the  confutation  of  this  falla-  The  feparate 
cious  account,  I  Ihall,  in  the  firft  g^n^y  proved 
place,  fhew  the  inconfiftency  thereof,  from  their  own 
compared  with  the  amount  of  their 
exports,  and  then  adduce  undeniable 
teltimonics  touching  the  real  numbers  of  negroes 
which  they  furnilhed  to  the  plantations,  and  at 
what  prices. 

By  what  has  been  already  faid,  it  is  evident  that 
the  amount  of  the  feparate  traders  exports,  thefe 
fix  or  feven  years  pail,  in  an  average,  does  not 
exceed  3^.33,883  13J.  8^.  per  ann.  at  moft. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  all  parties,  that  the  va- 
lue of  thefe  exports,  confifting  chiefly  in  woollen 

H  3  man\i- 
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manufaftures,  is  fallen  about  cent,  per  cent,  of 
the  price,  at  which  the  company  fold  them  for- 
merly on  the  coaft  of  Guinea. 

It  is  acknowledged  likewife,  that  the  prices  of 
negroes  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  is  now  generally 
advanced  to  lo,  12  and  13/.  per  head-,  yet  to 
fee  how  far  it  can  ferve  thefe  gentlemen's  purpofe, 
rU  allow  that  they  bought  all  their  negroes  at 
£.  8  per  head. 

Now  ril  fuppofe  with  them  (though  the  con- 
trary be  moft  certain)  that  they  have  not  beftowed 
any  part  of  their  exports  in  the  purchafing  of  ei- 
ther gold,  elephants  teeth,  red-wood,  provifions 
for  negroes,  or  the  like,  but  that  they  have  in- 
vefted  all  the  aforefaid  fum  of  ;^.  33,883  13  j.  8i. 
in  negroes  only,  at  £.  8  per  head ;  yet,  even  at 
that  rate,  and  in  that  manner,  the  aforefaid  fum 
could  not  have  purchafed  any  more  than  4235  ne- 
groes at  moft. 

Then  I'll  fuppofe,  with  them,  that  no  accident, 
or  any  misfortune  whatfoever,  occafioned  by  fick- 
nefs,  ftorms,  or  the  war,  has  leflened  that  num- 
ber, from  the  time  of  purchafing  them  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  till  they  were  delivered  all  fafe 
in  the  plantations  ;  and  yet  ftill,  when  I  have  al- 
lowed  thefe  gentlemen  more  than,  in  reafon,  I  can 
allow  them,  I  cannot  find  out  any  fliadow  of  pre- 
tence for  fuppofing  a  medium,  by  which  to  allow 
them  the  remaining  20,765  of  their  imaginary 
number  of  25,000  negroes  per  ann.  unlefs  we 
fuppofe  them  to  have  dropt  from  the  clouds. 

But  leaving  this  method  of  calculating  num- 
bers, by  meer  fuppofitions,  to  fuch  as  are  more 
in  love  with  it  than  I  am,  I  come  now  to  the 
plain,  famiiiitr,  old-falhioned  way  of  finding  out 
the  truth  or  untruth  of  people's  aflertions,  by  cer- 
tain inftarices  of  pofitive  points  of  faft. 
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I  have  lately  feen  a  certificate, 
under  the  feal  of  the  Naval-office  of    SmSS^! 
Barbadoes,   containing  a  lift  of  all    nuityprovedby 
the  vcffels  arrived  there  from  the    ^fi^^f  ^f^ 
coaft  of  Africa,  with  an  account  of    thepiantations* 
all  the  negroes  imported  in  them, 
from  the  2d  of  Jan.  1 701-2,  to  the  lothof  Aug. 
1708.     It  mentions  not  only  the  Ihips  and  mafters 
names,  with  the  days  of  every  month  on  which 
they  arrived,  but  likewife  the  refpeftive  numbers 
of  negroes  which  each  fhip  carried  apart.     By 
which  certificate  it  appears,  that  the  whole  num- 
ber imported  into  that  ifland,  by  the  private  tra- 
ders, in  almoft  feven  years  time,  is  only  6063, 
which,  in  an  average,  is  little  more  than  900  per 
ann.     So  that  their  fiditious  importation  of  4000 
negroes  per  ann.  to  that  ifland,  may  be  added  to 
the  reft  of  their  fables. 

Then  as  to  their  candor,  in  al-  Jhc  pricc« 
ledging  that  they  fold  thefe  negroes  ljffi„„«: 
to  the  planters  from  14  to  20  and  proved,  by  cer- 
23/.  per  head,  I  have  very  lately  "^^^^  J~^ 
feen  a  petition  to  the  honourable  more  than  dou- 
Houfe  of  Commons,  figned  by  the  tie  what  the 
chief  planters  and  inhabitants  of  Ludge.'^'^'" 
Barbadoes,  complaining  of  their  not 
being  fupplied  with  a  fufficient  number  of  ne- 
groes ;  that  both  the  company  and  private  traders 
together  have  not,  for  five  years  paft,  imported 
thither  above  2000  negroes  per  ann.  at  molt,  and 
that  they  were  fold  at  extravagant  prices,  from 
25  to  40/.  per  head:  and  I  have  feen  another  pe- 
tition to  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons, 
figned  by  71  of  the  principal  planters  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Montferrat,  complaining  likewife  of  their 
not  being  fupplied  with  a  fufficient  number  of 
negroes,  and  that  the  company  and  private  traders 
H  4  together 
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together  have  not,  for  feveral  years  paft,  imported 
above  the  number  of  ico  negroes  per  ann.  to  that 
ifland,  and  that  thefe  were  fold  at  extravagant  high 
prices,  from  40  to  60  /.  per  head  ;  and  I  faw  juft 
luch  another  petition  from  the  planters  of  Nevis. 
So,  whether  llich  teftimonies  as  thefe,  or  the  fa- 
bulous accounts  publifhed  in  naine  of  the  feparate 
traders,  ought  to  obtain  moft  credit  with  any  in- 
different perfon,  I  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  judge. 
^,  ,  I  am  informed  that  feveral  other 

The   number  .  .  ,  r     i        im 

of  negroes  im-  pctitions  and  accounts,  or  the  like 

ported  to  ja-  nature,   are  comlnf^  fi"om  the  other 

pamb%"'(hort  Britilh   plantations  and   colonies   in 

of  the  private  Amcrica ;    but,    in    the  mean  time, 

traders  imagi-  ^^^^^  ^j^^  private  traders  thoutvht  fit, 

pary allotment.      .      ^,     .       y.       ..  .  .   ,  .  i^-    -i 

in  their  aiorekiid  imaginary  diitnbu- 
tion,  to  make  an  allotment  of  no  lefs  number  than 
12,000  negroes  per  ann.  for  Jamaica,  I  muft  put 
them  in  mind  how  that,  by  a  particular  account, 
formerly  taken,  of  the  feveral  numbers  imported 
by  them  in  each  {hip,  in  any  one  of  thefe  years, 
when  they  made  their  greateft  effort,  the  whole 
number  imported  by  them  to  Jam.  ica  amounted 
only  to  2553  negroes :  fo  that  I  muft  leave  it  to 
themfelves  to  make  up  the  remaining  9447  negroes 
of  their  annual  allotment  for  that  ifland  the  beft 
way  they  can. 

It  is  true,  they  very  imprudently 

LudSd°l*t  "^"^^  ^  mighty  effort  for  a  year  or 
the  feparate  two  at  firft,  which  indeed  was  occa- 
^ders  import-  fioned  by  their  ignorance  and  vain 
negroe^'stoBVr!  expeftations  of  gaining  vaftly  by  a 
badoes,  in  a  trade  which  they  did  not  underftand  -, 
^ole  year^s  ^^^  finding  moft  of  their  ftiips^  re- 
turning with  fcarcely  one  half  of 
their  complement  of  flaves,  others  perilhing  in 
their  voyages,  by  reafon  of  delays  upon  the  coaft, 

befide 
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befide  many  other  lofles  following  thereupon,  the 
far  greateit  part  of  thefe  feparate  traders  to  Africa 
have  already  given  that  trade  quite  over,  as  may 
eafily  be  judged  by  this  one  inftance.  That  from 
Aug.  1707,  to  Aug.  1708,  they  have,  inftead  of 
their  boafted  allotment  of  4000,  imported  only 
130  negroes  to  Barbadoes,  the  moft  confiderablc 
of  all  the  Caribbee  Iflands, 

And   though,    in    their    aforefaid     T^^**",^*^^- 

,.  .      ,  o    '     .  ,  I  J      tion  of  fendine 

political  computations,  they  reckoned  fl^ips  from  cS 
upon  a  fuppofed  number  of  Ihips  to  thcr  ports  than 
be  yearly  fent  to  Africa,  from  Li-  ^^^i^^^, 
verpool  in  particular,  upon  the  pre- 
fumption  of  its  being  known  to  be,  of  late,  a  port 
of  confiderable  trade  otherways;  yet,  after  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place  had  made  an  experiment, 
as  feveral  others  did,  there  has  not  been  fo  much 
as  one  fhip  fent  from  that  town  to  Africa  thefe  fix 
years  paft,  nor  indeed  from  any  other  port  in  Bri- 
tain, except  that  of  London,  and  fome  few  from 
Briftol. 

Yet   fuch   is   the  perverfenefs  of     Afummary 
fome    people's    temper,    that    when    ^ci^cC*^ 
they  find  all  their  loud  acclamations,     nious    charge 
maornifyino;  their  own  performances,     ^"^       ^^ 

°ri     I  ^  r  x.   '  r        company. 

not  likely  to  aniwer  their  purpole, 
tnen  they  have  recourfc  to  fpiteful  inveftives 
againfl:  the  Royal  African  company,  alledorino- 
that  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
are  altogether  unneceflary  for  preferving  and  car- 
rying on  that  trade,  and  that,  if  forts  ftiould  be 
thought  any  way  neceflary  for  that  purpofe,  yet 
thofc  belonging  to  the  company  are  generally  ufe- 
lefs,  as  not  being  in  a  condition  to  make  any  de- 
fence \  for  that,  befide  the  alledged  infufHciency 
of  the  fortifications  themfelves,  they  are  always 
unprovided  of  ftores,  ammunition,  and  a  fufficient 

niunber 
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number  of  guns  and  men  to  defend  them  :  and  as 
an  inftancc  thereof,  they  confidently  aflert  that 
James-Fort  in  the  river  of  Gambia,  and  Sierra- 
Leon,  were  taken  by  the  French  in  open  boats  •, 
adding  farther,  that  all  the  company*s  forts  and 
caftles,  jointly  eftimated,  are  not  worth  above 
£.  4100,  and  concluding,  by  a  fort  of  fantaftical 
account,  of  their  own  devifing,  that  the  company's 
ftock  muft  needs  be  worfe  than  nothing. 

To  obviate  all  which  unaccountable  fuggeftions, 
I  Ihair,  in  the  firft  place,  adduce  feveral  inftances 
of  pofitive  points  of  fadt  to  prove  the  inconfiftency, 
as  well  as  grofs  folly,  of  the  aforefaid  allegations, 
and  then  demonftrate,  from  the  uncommon  nature 
and  many  precarious  circumftances  of  the  trade, 
the  abfolute  neceflity  of  maintaining  forts  and  fet- 
tlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  preferving  and 
advancing  the  Britifh  intereft  there. 

The  fmcerity  of  thefe  orentlemcn's 

The  private  ^  •        ^      r      \  •      ^  1 

traders  charge  reprelentations  of  things  may  be 
confuted  from  clearly  fccn  from  their  own  words, 
wol^s.  ^^^  ^  ^^^y  ^^^  repeated  in  the  lords 
commiflioners  report,  formerly  men- 
tioned :  they  lay,  in  one  part  of  the  report, 
*'  That  forts  and  caftles  are  neither  an  advantage 
or  fecurity  to  the  trade,  but  an  unneceflary  bur- 
then •,  for  that,  in  time  of  peace,  no  advantage 
can  be  afligned  to  balance  the  cxpence,  and  in 
war  they  are  not  dcfenfible  againft  a  foreign 
enemy  -,"  and  yet,  by  a  fubfequent  part  of  the 
fame  report,  it  appears  that  the  private  traders, 
to  aggravate  their  fuggeftions  againft  the  com- 
pany, have  exhibited  a  grievous  complaint, 
*'  That  the  company  has  not  erefted  any  fort  on 
the  Angola  coaft,  which  (they  fay)  would  have 
been  ot  great  benefit  to  the  traders  thither  -,  for 
that,  in  the  year  170 1-2,  Capt.  Eterfon  and  Capt. 

Cook 
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Cook  were  both  taken,  and  the  informer  himfclf 
(whofe  name  is  not  mentioned)  with  others,  forced 
on  fhore,  for  want  of  a  fort  to  defend  them  from 
the  enemy."  This  is  fuch  a  felf-evident  contra- 
didion,  that  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  old  pro- 
verb, "  Liars  ought  to  have  good  memories.** 
Nor  indeed  can  I  imagine  how  they  can  pretend 
to  reconcile  this  latter  complaint  with  their  former 
aflertion,  unlefs  they  make  a  very  fubtle  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  ulefulnefs  of  forts  on  the  coaft  of 
Angola,  and  that  of  forts  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
which  truly  would  be  as  ridiculous  as  to  fay,  in 
plain  terms,  that  forts  are  neceffary  where  the 
Dutch  have  none,  and  that  where  they  have  forts 
we  need  have  none. 

But  to  evacuate  that  pretence  like-      The  private 
wife,  in  cafe  they  fhould  happen  to    JS'^from^'^Stt 
build  upon    it,    I  fhall   condefcend     offaa. 
on   fome  of    many  inftances  which 
may  be  given,  for  proving  the  ufefulnefs  of  the 
latter,  even  to  the  private  traders  themfelves,  as 
particularly  at  Whidah.     The  company's  chief, 
by  his  intereft  and  power  with  the  King  there, 
and  by  threatening  to  intercept  the  trade  of  that 
country,  by  firing  from  the  company's  fort,  &c. 
obtained  reftitution  of  a  fhip,  with  300  negroes, 
talcen  in  that  road  by  the  French  -,  which  fhip  did 
belong  to  Mr.  Heyfliam,  now  a  member  of^  par- 
liament :  and  the  Mary  of  Barbadoes,  Capt.  Cod- 
nor,  matter,  and  feveral  other  fhips  belonging  to 
the  feparate  traders,  and  their  cargoes,  have,  under 
the  proteftion  of  Cape-Coaft  Caftle,  and  by  its 
great  firing  upon  the  enemy,  been  frequently  pre- 
ferved,  yea,  and  their  flaves  and  goods  taken  into 
the  caftle,  for  farther  fafety,  when  attempted  to 
have  been  taken,  by  the  French  men  of  war  and 
privateers,  out  of  Cape-Coaft  Road. 

As 
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As  to  the  fq>arate  traders  allega- 

t^^cra^^k**.  tion,    that  James-Fort   and  Sierra- 

tion  conccrni  Leon   have  been    taken    from  the 

ing      James-  company,  by  the  French,   in  open 

f^^yJ'hylL  boats,  I  fhall  wave  the  company^s 

indifputablete-  own  teftimony  in  that  matter,  left  it 

ftimony  of  a  jj^™  ^  thought  too  partial  in  their 

common    cnc-  '       ^  o  if,  ^  ,  /- 

my.  own    favour,     and    betake    myieir 

wholly  to  the  publick  account  there- 
of, which  may  be  leen  at  large  in  the  Sieur  Fro- 
ger*s  printed  relation  of  Monfieur  de  Gennes's 
voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  &c.  by  which  it 
w^ill  appear,  that  Monfieur  de  Gennes  had  a  fqua- 
dron  ot  fix  ftiips  of  force  along  with  him  in  that 
expedition ;  and  by  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
as  they  are  particularly  recited  in  the  21ft,  22d, 
23d  and  24th  pages  of  the  faid  book,  it  is  fpe- 
cially  declared  that,  at  the  time  of  figning  the 
faid  articles,  "  the  feveral  goods  after-mentioned 
did  belong  to  the  Royal  Afric?.n  company,  viz. 
500  quintals  of  morphil  (or  elephants  teeth)  300 
quintals  of  wax,  130  male  negroes,  40  females 
in  the  ifland,  50  at  Gillofriee,  and  above  80,000 
crowns  of  merchandizes,  at  the  ufual  rates  of  the 
country,  as  alfo  72  large  cannons  mounted,  30 
not  mounted,  and  a  confiderablc  quantity  of  war- 
like ammunition  -,"  and  in  the  25th  page  the  au- 
thor (who  was  in  perfon  along  with  Monfieur  de 
Gennes  in  that  expedition,  and  confequently  not 
a  meer  repeater  of  ftories  at  the  fecond  or  third 
hand)  gives  a  full  and  particular  defcription  of  the 
faid  fort,  and,  after  taking  notice  of  its  being 
furnifhed  with  a  prodigious  quantity  of  arms,  and 
that  the  magazines  of  powder  were  well  ftored,  he 
declares  expreisly,  that  "  if  the  governor  had 
done  his  duty^  the  faid  fort  had  been  impreg- 
nable.'*   From  all  which  the  reader  may  judge 

of 
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of  the  private  trader's  veracity  in  other  particu- 
lars. 

Then,  as  to  the  value  of  all  the      ^j^g  p^j^^t^ 
company's    forts,    it    is    manifeftly    tradei-*    maii. 
known,  that  in  the  year  1672,  the    ^i°"».!.^j";=;^- 

-^         t  A  i*  •  'J  •       on  or  the  com- 

Royal  African  company  paid  3  4,000  /.  pan  v^sfom  and 
to  their  predcceffors,  for  the  forts  «ft'c«  dearly 
which  they  had  then  in  their  poffcf-  a^j^'ft^vi^v^i- 
fion,  and  thefe  were  only  three,  viz.  vcn  thereof. 
James-Fort  and  Sierra-Leon  on  the 
North  Coaft,  and  Cape-Coaft  Caftle  on  the  Gold 
Coaft  ;  nor  were  they  then  but  in  a  very  ordinary 
condition  for  defence,  as  being  much  out  of  re- 
pair-: but  fince  that  time,  the  company  has  not 
only  rebuilt  and  enlarged  thefe  three,  but  likewifc 
gave  4000  /.  for  a  fort  which  they  bought  from 
the  Danes,  and  built  the  feveral  other  forts  of 
Dickes-Covc,  Succundee,  Commenda,  Queen- 
Ann's-Point,  Annamabo,  Winebah,  Accra  and 
Whidah,  all  new  from  the  ground,  befides  their 
fettling  feveral  other  faftories  on  that  coaft ;  the 
charge  of  all  which,  together  with  the  expence  of 
furnifhing  them  with  great  guns,  fmall  arms,  am- 
munition, provifion  and  ftores  of  all  forts,  and 
with  conftant  fupplies  and  repairs,  as  alfo  the  in- 
tereft  of  that  money  fo  laid  out,  could  not  but 
amount  to  feveral  hundred  thoufands  of  pounds, 
though  the  company  is  lb  modcft  as  not  to  charge 
any  intereft  for  the  fame,  but*  have  eftimated  the 
whole  at  150,000/.  which  eftimation  will  ftill  ap- 
pear to  be  more  moderate,  if  it  be  confidered  that, 
lor  one  fingle  fort  belonging  to  the  Brandenburgh 
company,  on  the  fame  coaft,  a  perfon  fpecially 
auth'^rized  by  them  to  fell  it,  demanded  50,000  /. 
of  the  Royal  African  company  about  twelve 
months  ago.  Yet  the  private  traders,  by  a  me- 
thod of  probation  peculiar  to  themfelves,  as  well 

as 
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as  that  of  their  computations,  will  needs  impofe 
a  belief  upon  the  nation,  that  all  the  Royal  African 
company's  forts  and  fettlements  above-mentioned 
are  worth  no  more  than  4100/.  or  thereabouts ; 
and  they  prove  it  thus  :  They  informed  the  com- 
miflioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  that  (at  the 
time  of  paffing  the  a6t  for  laying  the  trade  open  in 
the  year  1698)  all  the  forts  and  caftles  then  in  the 
company's  pofleflion  were  valued  by  fome  private 
traders  (meaning  fuch  as  were  formerly  called  in- 
terlopers) who  pretended  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  company's  affairs,  at  no  more  than 
41,000/.  or  thereabouts,  which  the  conuniilioners 
repeated  again  in  their  aforefaid  report ;  and  the 
private  traders  have  lately  printed  the  very  fame 
words,  by  way  of  extraft  out  of  the  faid  report, 
as  a  notable  proof  of  the  fame  aflertion  without 
doors ;  yea,  and  to  mend  the  matter,  they  have 
either  wilfully  filched  out,  or  negligently  dropt, 
one  of  the  cyphers  of  the  faid  fum  in  the  copying, 
by  which  means  the  41,000/.  is  abridged  to 
4100/.  So  that,  if  fuch  computations  and  proofs 
as  thefe  be  fuftained  as  real,  it  will  be  no  difficult 
matter  to  make  not  only  this  company's  ftock, 
but  likewife  the  flocks  of  all  the  companies  in  the 
kingdom,  appear  ridiculous,  and  worfe  than  no- 
thing, in  the  eyes  of  fome  fort  of  people. 

Nor  could  the  private  traders  refl 
ftlf  of'  Z  fatisfied  here,  until  they  had  prompt- 
vexatious  and  ed  the  commifRoners  for  trade  to  de- 
ff^^'\.  ^P^i^'     mand,  from  the  Roval  African  com- 

by   which  the  '  ^,  '     /•     i  i  r 

private  traders  pany,  "  an  account  ot  the  value  ot 

do  create  mat-  their  joint  ftock  in  1698,  what  fums 

biicf toS:  have  been  fince  called  in,  what  divi- 

felves  and  o-  dends  wcre  made  by  them  during  the 

othr/  purp<S-c  aforefaid  time,  the  value  of  their  pre- 

-tall.  fent  ftock,  the  debts  owing  by  the 

company. 
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company,  how  often  they  had  balanced  their 
books,  and  what  thefe  balances  had  amounted 
to^  &c."  In  compliance  with  the  commiffioners 
orders,  the  company  gave  them  particular  ac- 
counts#of  all  the  aforefaid  heads,  and  feveral 
others  of  the  fame  nature,  but  for  what  purpofe 
is,  I  own,  paft  my  underftanding.  I  cannot  fuf- 
fer  myfelf  to  fuppofe  that  it  could  be  towards 
reftifying  any  part  of  the  conftitution,  becaufe  in 
that  cafe  they  would,  without  doubt,  have  or- 
dered the  feparate  traders  to  have  given  in  ac* 
counts  likewife  of  the  fame  nature,  (hewing  the 
names  and  qualities  of  fuch  as  traded  feparately 
the  firft  year  after  the  parliament  had  granted 
them  a  permiflion  to  trade  to  Africa ;  who  and 
how  many  of  t'lefe  were  concerned  in  the  fame 
fliips  and  ftoclcs;  what  their  feveral  proportions 
were;  how  much  of  the  money  adventured  by 
them  was  truly  their  own,  and  how  much  bor- 
rowed ;  what  debts  each  of  them  owed ;  how 
much  thereof  was  upon  bond,  and  how  much 
upon  judgment  -,  how  m.i.iy  of  them  have  been 
ruined  by  that  trade,  and  put  in  the  Gazette  as 
banknipts  -,  how  often  all  of  them  had  adjufted 
their  feveral  and  refpeftive  accounts  ;  what  profit 
the  one  had,  and  what  lofs  the  other ;  how  the 
balance  of  profit  and  lofs  flood  at  the  year's  end, 
witli  refpe^  to  all  the  feparate  traders  colleftively 
confidered;  how  many  of  thofe  who  traded  the 
firft  year  continued  to  trade  the  fecond,  and  fo  on 
progreffively,  from  year  to  year,  till  this  time. 
Beyond  all  peradventure,  thefe  gentlemen  would 
have  thought  fuch  an  inquifition  a  very  hard  and 
difagreeable  morfel  for  their  own  digeftion,  and 
yet,  in  effeft,  it  would  have  been  no  more  than 
what  the  company  was  obliged  to  fwallow. 

But 
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But  truly,  confidering  how  very 
fcatof^ucha  niuch  all  the  merchants  and  other 
vexatious  and  traders  in  Britain  (whether  in  joint 
£lt,rt:  ftf  k  or  feparatel^  whether  by 
vided  intereft.  wholelale  or  retail)  do  deal  upon  cre- 
dit, it  is  mofl:  evident,  that  iuch  ex- 
pifcations  as  thefe  may  be  very  provoking,  and  of 
injurious  confequence,  but  can  never  be  of  any 
real  ufe  towards  fettling  and  fixing  the  conftitution 
of  any  trade,  and  much  lefs  of  that  to  Africa,, 
which  is  always  attended  with  feveral  uncommon 
circumftances  -,  nor  can  it  be  of  any  importance 
towards  fettling  the  aforefaid  trade  on  a  right  foot» 
to  know  whether  the  company  or  feparate  traders^ 
have  traded  for  mofl:  fliock,  fince  it  is  unqueftion- 
ably  certain  that  neither  of  them  have  traded  pro- 
fitably, nor  is  it  indeed  morally  poflible,  that 
ever  they  can  trade  to  advantage  upon  the  foot  of 
a  divided  intereft,  which  (as  I  have  heard  feveral 
gentlemen  of  the  company  declare)  is  the  true  rea- 
fon  why  they  have  not  traded  ail  this  time  for 
more  than  they  have  done,  nor  raifed  a  farther 
additional  ftock  for  that  end.  And  although  the 
company  were  not  exiflent,  yet  the  fame  divided 
interefl  would  unavoidably  have  ftill  remained 
among  the  feparate  traders  themfelves,  and  would 
confequently  have  produced  the  like  or  worfe  ef- 
fects. 

It  would  be  almofl  an  endlefs  la- 
wfe  which  Se  bour,  to  enumerate  and  expatiate 
Drivate  traders  upon  all  the  abfurdities  and  incon- 
W  made  of    fiftencies  which  could  naturally  be 

the  comiQillio-       .     >,  ,     ^  ^  r  1  '•    1 

ners  credulity,  mterred  irom  the  feveral  topicks 
made  ufe  of  by  the  feparate  traders^ 
and  therefore  I  fhall,  at  this  time,  conclude  what 
I  have  already  faid,  on  that  head,  with  this  gene- 
ral obfervation  on  the  contents  of  the  aforefaid 

report  t 
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report:  That  the  feparate  traders  have  not  ad- 
duced any  vouchers  for  fupporting  the  feveral  alle- 
gations, fuggeftions  and  fuppofitious  computations 
which  they  had  the  confidence  to  give  in  to  the 
conuniflioners  for  trade ;  and  though  the  commif- 
lioners  did  not  avouch  thefe  as  truths,  yet  the 
tranfcribing  them,  by  way  of  report,  and  inter- 
mixing them  with  fuch  accounts  as  were  demanded 
of  the  Royal  African  company,  has  happened  to 
give  them  fome  more  feeming  authority  than  can 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  ever  intended 
by  the  commiffioners ;  for,  by  the  inftances  al- 
ready given,  it  is  manifeft  that  the  feparate  traders 
have  taken  occafion  from  thence  to  print  certain 
paragraphs  of  their  own  bare  dilations,  by  way 
of  extrafts  out  of  tlie  faid  report,  as  vouchers  to 
gain  credit  to  the  very  fame  allegations  again 
without  doors.  Which  may  ferve  as  a  caveat  to 
fuch  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  fliail  be,  at  the  helm 
of  publick  affairs,  to  be  better  fatisfied,  touching 
the  nature  and  circumflances  of  things,  and  of 
the  certainty  of  alledged  points  of  faft,  before 
they  feem  to  give  too  much  ear  to  fuggeflions, 
left  that,  by  the  interpofition  of  any  fhadow  of 
their  own  authority,  they  may  feem  to  give  a  cur- 
rency to  the  falfe  and  counterfeit  coin  of  others, 
under  the  colour  of  their  own  flamp. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

Some  confiderations  on  the  nature  and  uncommon 
circumftances  of  the  African  trade. 

The  temper  of    T^Etwccn  Axim  and  Accra   (not 
(cT^^^  "      J3  altogether  60  leagues  along  the 
Gold  Coall,  nor  above  30  leagues  up 
the  country,  which  is  the  fartheft  that  any  Euro- 
pean, now  alive,  ever  pretended  to  have  travelled 
towards  the  heart  of  that  part  of  the  continent) 
there  are  about  20  feveral  petty  principalities  and 
ftates,  governed  by  as  many  different  Sovereigns, 
wholly  independent  of  one  another.     The  natives 
are  generally  fo  very  poor  and  avaricious,  and  na- 
turally fo  very  mercenary  and  treacherous,  even  to 
one  another,  as  well  as  to  the  Europeans,  that 
the  moft  fblemn  engagements  can  never  fecurc 
their  fidelity,  longer  than  it  makes  for  what  they 
think  to  be  their  intereft  at  the  time,  unkfs  a  co- 
ercive power  oblige  them  to  it ;  they  are  continu- 
ally invading  each  other's  property,  and  feizing 
one  another's  goods,    which  occalions  perpetual 
v/ars  among  fome  or  other  of  them  ;  and  the  vic- 
tors do  commonly  fell  their  vanquifhed  neighbours, 
as  well  as  their  ov/n  (lav  es,  to  fuch  European  mer- 
chants as  they  happen  to  be  moft  in  friendftiip 
with  at  that  time. 

All  the  European  nations  who 
IcSopeans  trade  to  tliat  coaft,  have,  for  efta- 
as  have  icuied  bliihing,  prcfcfving  and  improving 
Afrk-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  intereft  and  power  among  theie 
petty  Sovereigns,  found  it  neceflary, 
at  firft,  not  only  to  bribe  ai:d  engage  their  friend- 
(hip  with  certain  agreeable  p relents,  but  likewifc 

(after 
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(after  having,  by  fuch  means,  obtained  the  native 
proprietor's  confent)  to  ereft  fortifications  and 
lettlements  at  fbch  ports  as  they  found  moft  con- 
venient for  carrying  on  their  defigned  trade  ;  and 
as  their  power  and  intereft  increded,  fo  they  al- 
ways, from  time  to  time,  augmented  the  number 
of  fuch  their  fortifications  and  fettlements. 

The  Sovereigns  of  thefe  feveral 
countries     have    frequent    alliances    T^^  nature  of 

.  ^   .         .  J-  .  alliances  on  tne 

and  confederations  of  peace  and  war  coaftof  Africa, 
with  fomc  one  or  other  of  their 
neighbours,  againft  fome  other  confederates  on  the 
fame  coaft,  and  each  of  them  do  commonly  con- 
fine the  trade  of  their  own  and  their  confederates 
refpeftive  countries,  at  leaft  the  benefit  of  pre- 
emption, to  the  forts,  faftories  and  fettlements  of 
fuch  European  nations  as  are  moft  dexterous  in 
acquiring  and  preferving  their  friendfhip  by  re- 
newed prefents  and  alliances,  as  occafion  requires, 
and  by  (hewing  a  more  than  ordinary  vigilance 
and  care  in  fupporting  them  againft  the  infradions 
and  depredations  of  others. 

The  Dutch  (who  of  all  other  Eu-  Thepraaiceof 
ropean  nations,  are  diftinguilhed  for  ^^J^^^oi'^^'Se 
being  the  moft  politick  and  defigning  coait  of  Africa, 
people  in  trade)  have  left  no  means 
uneflayed  for  engrofling  as  much  as  poflibly  they 
can  of  this  trade  to  themfelves  -,  they  have  1 1  fe- 
veral forts  and  fettlements  along  the  Gold  Coaft, 
and,  upon  all  occafions,  given  very  confiderable 
bribes  to  the  natives,  as  they  themfelves  have  ac- 
knowledged even  in  print*-,  nor  have  any  of  their 
trading  companies  ever  been  known  to  be  very 
fcrupulous  or  ceremonious  in  obfer/ing  point  of 
right  with  the  people  of  any  nation,  whenever 

I  2  they 

*  Vide  Bofman's  Lettcn,  printed  at  Utrecht. 
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they  found  themfelves  vefted  with  a  fufficient 
power  to  execute  their  defigns,  and  make  their 
pretenfions  good.  For  proof  thereof,  many  in- 
ftances  might  be  given,  but  the  following  noted 
one  may  ferve  at  prefent : 

The  Portugueze  were  fettled  on  the  Gold  Coaft 
many  years  before  the  Dutch,  yet  the  Portugueze 
not  trading  by  a  joint  ftock,  as  the  Dutch  always 
did,  and  confequently  not  being  in  a  condition  to 
maintain  their  precarious  poffeflion  againft  an 
united  force,  were,  by  degrees,  wholly  fupplanted 
and  driven,  by  the  Dutch,  from  all  their  fettle- 
ments  there  •,  yea  now,  the  Dutch  do  not  only 
feize  all  the  Portugueze  (hips  which  they  find 
trading  on  that  coalt,  and  oblige  them  to  pay  an 
arbitrary  duty  of  at  leall  25  /.  per  cent,  of  their 
whole  cargo,  for  a  pemiiffion  to  trade  there,  but 
make  likewife  a  publick  jeft  of  them  into  the  bar- 
gain :  witnefs  Mr.  Bofman's  fcoffing  charafter  of 
them,  in  a  book  lately  printed  at  Utrecht,  viz. 
"  That  formerly  the  Portugueze  ferved  only  for 
fetting-dogs  to  fpring  the  game,  which,  as  foon  as 
they  had  done,  was  commonly  feized  by  others." 
And  as  the  Dutch  Weft-India  company  has  ferved 
them  thus  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  fo  it  is  well 
known  that  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  company  has 
ferved  them  long  ago,  after  the  fame  manner,  in 
the  Eaft-Indies. 

But  experience  (the  ordinary 
g22:do°Sje  fchool-miftrefs  of  fook)  having,  it 
oow  by  a  joint  feems,  at  laft  made  the  Portugueze 
ftock,  and  have     ^jf^^  enough,  though  fomcwhat  too 

forts     on    the      ,        .  r  ^  i  ^  r         j- 

coaft  of  Africa,  late)  to  lee  the  necemty  of  tradmg  to 
Africa  by  a  joint  ftock,  if  at  all, 
they  have  fomc  years  ago  (as  I  am  informed)  fol- 
lowed that  method,  and  have,  at  this  time,  two 
forts  on  the  north  coaft  of  Africa,  and  one  upon 

the 
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the  coafl  of  Angola,  towards  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope. 

The  Danes,  Brandenburghers,  and 
fome  years  ago  the  French,  have  all 
of  them  cftablilhed  companies  for 
trading  to  Africa,  with  joint  flocks 
and  exclufive  privileges ;  however, 
the  Dutch  company  has  fo  far  got 
the  ftart  of  them  in  fortifications, 
and  in  the  experience  of  the  propereft 
methods  of  pradifing  upon  the  natives,  according 
to  the  feveral  circumftances  of  fuch  different  emer- 
gencies as  do  and  mufl  daily  happen,  that  hitherto 
they  have  fcarcely  confidered  all  thele  European 
companies,  jointly,  as  competitors  with  them- 
felves  alone,  in  the  trade  of  the  Gold  Coafl ;  and 
therefore  (to  the  end  probably  that  they  might  not 
fcem  to  iiave  too  much  work  upon  their  hands  at 
once)  they  have,  for  feveral  years  pafl,  contented 
themfelves  only  with  obferving  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  feveral  companies,  and,  by  certain  fecret 
fprings,  embarraflin^  their  naeafures  with  the  na- 
tives, as  well  as  with  one  another.  All  which 
may  be  eafily  gathered  from  their  own  writings, 
beiide  fuch  other  accounts  thereof  as  are  frequently 
had  from  that  coafl. 

But  the  Dutch  company,  confi- 
dering  the  more  exalted  genius  and 
eflablifhed  reputation  of  the  Englifli 
nation,  for  making  improvements  in 
trade  and  navigation,  have,  all  alon^, 
looked  upon  the  feveral  efforts  made 
by  the  Royal  African  company,  and 
their  predecefTors,  for  eitablifhing 
and  prefcrving  the  Britifh  interefl  on 
the  coafl  of  Africa,  with  a  much  more  jealous 

I  3  eye, 
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frica. 
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eye,  and  more  intenfe  application  for  rendering 
their  dcfigns  and  endeavours  abortive,  than  can 
well  be  imagined  by  any  one,  at  this  diftance, 
who  has  not  been  at  more  than  ordinary  pains  to 
be  informed  concerning  the  feveral  intrigues 
and  tranfaftions  of  the  Dutch  company's  a- 
gents,  in  thofe  parts,  for  a  feries  of  many  years 
paft. 

The  Royal  African  company,  on 
The  Royal  the  Other  hand,  taking  a  jult  and 
pany"kes^pre^  neceflary  precaution,  from  the  hard 
caution,  trom  treatment  which  their  predeceflbrs 
IfTe  Dufch  ^^^  formerly  met  with  on  the  coaft  of 
companies,  Guinea,  and  which  others  of  their 
countrymen  had  likewife  met  with 
from  the  Dutch  companies  both  in  *  Afia  and 
America,  as  occafion  offered,  have,  for  the  pre- 
vention of  any  fuch  ufage  thereafter,  as  much  as 
in  them  lay,  and  for  fecuring  and  enlarging  the 
Britifh  intereft  in  Africa,  purchafed,  built,  re- 
paired and  maintained  a  greater  number  of  forts 
and  fettlements  on  that  coaft  than  could  have 
well  been  expefted,  while  they  were  under  the 
preffure  of  all  thefe  complicated  difficulties  and 
heavy  circumftances  with  which  they  have  ftrug- 
gled  thefe  twenty  years  paft  :  they  bought,  built, 
or  rebuilt,  three  forts  on  the  North  Coaft,  and 
ten  forts,  befides  three  faftories,  which  they  have 
on  the  South  or  Gold  Coaft. 

Thefe 


♦  \1cie  De  Britaine's  Dutch  Ufurparion,  1672.  Stub's  Ju- 
ftification  of  the  War  a^ainft  the  Hollanders,  1672.  And  Sir 
Jofiah  Child's  confutation  of  a  treatife,  intituled,  A  Juftifica- 
tiorl  of  the  Diredlors  of  the  Netherlands  Eafl  India  company, 

i683. 
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Thcfe  forts  and  fettlcmcnts    are      ^^   .      ^ 

Hi*  1   •  The  iBtereft 

generally  lo  contiguous  to,  and  in-  ^f  other  fo- 

termixed  with  the  feveral  forts  of  reign   compa- 

other  European  companies,  and  more  ^^^  ^th"Aat 

efpecially  the  Dutch,  that  (as  mat«  of  the  Royal 

tors  are  carried  on  there)  the  intereft,  Africaa  com- 

fecurity  and  fuccefs  of  one  company,  ^J       ^^ 
feems,  in  a  great  meafure,  incompa- 
tible with  that  of  the  other. 

It  has  been  an  old  and  conftant  .  -          ^ 

praftice  of  the  Dutch   Weft-India  fevenJ    ^71 

company,  by  prefents  and  otherways,  ^y  "^^^  the 

to  create  an7  foment  quarrels  L  ^^^^ 

tween  fome  of  the  neighbouring  petty  ftudy  to  lefien 

kings  and  ftates,  and  to  affift  the  one  the  aritifli  m- 

^  ,  *^     .  ,  J  tereit    on    tne 

fide  With  arms,  ammunition  and  o-  coaft  of  Gui. 
ther  neceffaries,  upon  promife  and  «^». 
condition  that  (after  prevailing  a- 
gainft  their  enemies)  they  would  turn  all  other 
Europeans  out  of  their  country,  or  at  leaft  to 
bring  and  confine  as  much  as  poffibly  they  could 
of  their  trade  to  the  Dutch  forts  and  fcttlements. 
This  neceffarily  obliged  the  Royal  African  com* 
pany*s  agents,  in  felf-defence,  to  follow  much 
of  the  lame  or  the  like  methods ;  which  indeed 
produced  not  only  many  Ikirmifhes  and  fightings 
between  the  natives,  allies  of  the  faid  re^ftive 
companies,  infomuch  that  the  agents  and  fervants 
of  thefe  companies  themfelves  came,  at  laft,  to 
be  often  perfonally  engaged  therein,  but  has  like- 
wife  occafioned  the  forts,  fadtories  and  fettlements 
of  thefe  companies  to  have  been  fometimes  infulted 
to  a  moft  injurious  degree ;  yea,  the  Dutch  com- 
pany's agents,  in  order  to  gain  their  ends,  have 
tried  all  the  ways  they  could  think  of,  to  render 
die  people  of  this  nation  contemptible  in  the  eyes 
of  die  natives  :  they  have  reprefented  us  in  very 
I  4  ridi^ 
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ridiculous  hicroglyphicks,  or  mock-piftures : 
they  have  fliewn  to  the  natives,  by  the  map, 
what  a  little  fpot  of  ground  Britain  is,  in  compa- 
rifon  of  the  reft  of  the  world,  calling  what  part 
thereof  they  thought  fit,  by  the  name  of  Holland 
and  its  dominions.  And  after  King  William's 
acceflion  to  the  throne  of  Great-Britain,  the 
Dutch  company's  agents,  to  magnify  their  own 
country  and  power,  told  the  natives,  '*  That 
though  King  William  was  King  over  Britain,  yet 
he  was  only  one  of  their  lords  in  Holland,  &c/' 
The  Dutch  company's  agents  have 
company  "*V  ^^^  ^  faculty  of  fcducing  the  Royal 
duce  the  Royal  African  Company's  fervants,  by  all 
^!!iw™oI!!l     the  inricements  imaginable;  nor  do 

pany  s  iervants        ,  ^  .  o  ' 

they  ever  fail  to  encourage,  entertain 
and  defend  fuch  of  them  as  defert  their  matters 
fervice  :  a  praftice  fo  difagreeable  to  the  naturally 
much  more  generous  temper  of  the  Englifh,  that 
they  have  always  reprobated  the  fame,  by  remon- 
ftrating  againft  it  the  feveral  g  nerals  of  the  Dutch 
company,  as  occafion  required. 

Several  treaties  were  fet  on  foot, 
tZ^'^^  ^^^^^    between  the  generals  and  agents  of 

between  the  a-        ,     ^  °       .         -  o         . 

gents  of  thefe  thelc  two  Companies,  for  concihatmg 
two  companies,  and  compromiling  all  fuch  differences 
privatr^^^war  ^  happened  between  them,  from 
carried  on  mu-  time  to  time,  and  thcfe  treaties  were 
SnittT  obferved,  tiU  the  Dutch  company's 
ther.  agents  found  out  new  occafions  to 

break  them ;  yet  they  never  wanted 
new  pretences  and  evafions  in  ftore,  for  (hifting 
the  blame  direftly  off'  themfelves  :  {o  that,  upon 
the  whole  matter,  it  may  very  juftly  be  faid 
(without  any  paradox)  that  though  the  Dutch 
have  been  our  confederates  in  Europe,  during  the 
laft  and  prefent  war,  as  finding  their  intereft  by  it* 

ana 
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and  b€€a^  indeed  thek  own  fafety  depends  upon 
and  is  involved  with  ours,  yet  it  is  moft  certain 
that,  without  regard  to  either  peace  or  war  at 
home,  the  Dutch  Weft-India  company  and  the 
Royal  African  company  of  England  have  con- 
ftantly  msuntained  a  fort  of  private  war,  the  one 
agalnft  the  other,  for  the  empire  of  trade  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  thefe  30  years  paft. 

And  when,  with  much  care,  trou-  The  fenante 
ble  and  expenccs^  the  Royal  African  ^^^  «*»/ 
company  had  brought  their  affairs  to  fricJJ^'Sln^I 
be  in  a  condition  of  over-topping  ny's  maxims  of 
their  foreign  competitors  in  that  ,^£fSnS! 
trade,  a  more  fatal  enemy  than  the 
former  fprung  up  here  at  home,  in  their  own 
bofom,  not  only  dividing  their  intereft,  and 
weakening  their  foundation,  but  likewife  over- 
turning and  making  void  the  very  maxims  of  po- 
licy by  which  they  fupported  and  prefcrved  the 
Britifh  intereft  in  Guinea. 

I   (hall  not  fay  that  the  Dutch     ^he  feparate 
Weft-India  company    had    direftly    traders  play  tte 
employed  any  inftruments  for  blow-    |f™\  ^^  ^ 

*  ,  "^  ,    ^-  J-    •/»  1  Dutch  compa* 

mg  the  coal  of  our  divilions,  here  at  ny  for  them, 
home,  about  the  manner  of  carrying 
on  the  trade  to  Africa,  but,  if  we  may  draw  in- 
ferences from  their  former  praftices,  they  have 
given  us  fufBcient  ground  to  believe,  that  they 
^re  a  people  capable  of  doing  fuch  things,  pro- 
vided they  find  proper  agents  to  work  by ;  and  I 
may  confidently  aver,  that  their  careffing  our  in- 
terlopers formerly  (when  they  were  fuppreifing 
their  own)  and  their  cajoling  our  feparate  traders 
now,  fmce  the  trade  from  hence  has  been  laid 
open,  looks  too  much  like  a  defign  of  making 
ufe  of  them  as  tools  for  ruining  the  Britifh  intereft 

in 
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in   Guinea, 
abroad. 


by  dividing  it  both  at  home  and 


Such  of  the  fe- 
parate  traders 
as  come  within 
reach  of  the 
Dutch  forts  on 
the  coaft  of 
Ouinea>  ftrike 
to  them. 


I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  tell  that, 
among  the  many  other  artifices  prac- 
tiled  by  the  Dutch  Weft-India  com- 
pany, for  aggrandizing  themfelves 
and  their  intereft  in  thofe  parts,  they 
oblige  the  generality  of  the  feparate 
traders  Ihips  to  ftrike,  and,  in  good 
manners,  to  falute  their  forts  in  Guinea;  and 
then,  from  thence,  they  inculcate  into  the  natives 
an  opinion  of  the  power  and  dominion  which  they 
cxercife  over  the  Britifti  ftiips  and  people. 

But,  to  give  the  reader  a  more 
diftinft  notion  of  the  ufefulnels  of 
the  forts  and  fettlements  formerly 
mentioned,  and  how  they  are  inter- 
mixt  with  the  forts  of  other  nations, 
I  fhail  fubjoin  an  account  of  all  their 
feveral  names  of  diftinftion,  with 
their  refpeftive  fituations,  and  di- 
ftances  one  from  another,  as  they  lie 
along  the  coaft,  from  north  to  Ibuth. 

On  the  North  Coaft. 


An  account  of 
the  names,  fi- 
tuationsy  and 
diftances  one 
from  the  other, 
of  the  forts  of 
the  ieveral  Eu- 
ropean compa- 
nies who  have 
fettiements  on 
the  coaft  of  A- 
frica. 


French 

French 
Englifh 

Portugueze 
Portugueze 
Englifti 
Englifti 


Senegal,    in   the  entrance  of  the 

river  Senegal. 
Goree. 
James-Ifland,    in   the  entrance  of 

the  river  Gambia. 
Cutcheo. 
Biffeo. 

Bence-Ifland. 
York-inand, 


On 
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On  the  Gold  Coaft. 


Dutch 

Brandenburgh 

Englifh 

Dutch 

Englifh 

Dutch 

Englifh 

Dutch 

Dutch 

Englifh 

Englifh 

Englifh 

Dutch 

Englifh 

Englifh 

Englifh 

Dutch 

Dutch 

Englifh 

Englifh 

Englifh 

Dutch 

Danifh 


Englifh 
French 
Dutch 


MUetdUhat. 

2 
2 

3 
3 

15 
9 


1 


Axim     —    —    —  — 

Aquedah     —     —  — 

Dickies-Cove       —  — . 

Butteroe      —     1—  — * 

Succundee     —    -p—  — . 

Shumah      —     —  — 

Commenda    —    —  — 

Comenda     —     —  — 

De  Mina     —     —  — 

Cape-Coafl    —    —  — 

Fort-Royal    —    —  — 

Queen- Ann's  Point  — 

Mouree      —      —  — 

Annifham      —     —  — 

Annamabo     —    —  — 

Cormanteen  —  — 
Apough  ——-.«« 
Shidah  — -  -«  .. 
Winebah      —     ~     — 

Accra    —    -?-    -^    — 
Accra     —    —    _.    — 
Whidah,  the  principal  Placelfor 
purchafing   great  numbers  of 
negroes,  about  half  a  mile  di- 
ftant  from  each  other. 


12 
i 

9 

9 

I 

i 

2 

3 
3 

I 

3 
30 

3 

■I 

3. 


From  this  clear  view  of  the  inter- 
mixed fituation  of  all  thefe  forts  and 
fadtories,  the  different  defigns  and 
interefts  of  the  feveral  contending 
proprietors  thereof,  the  naturally 
avaricious  mercenary  tempers,  rapa- 


Thc  noceflity 
of  maintaining 
forts  and  let- 
dements  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa 
fsutfaer  evinced 
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cious  inclinations,  and  treacherous  cruelties  of  the 
natives  in  general,  the  vicinity  and  multiplicity  of 
the  circumjacent  petty  principalities  and  ftates 
(whofe  enmity  or  friendmip,  in  point  of  trade  or 
any  thing  elfe,  is  chiefly  governed  by  the  feveral 
alUances  and  confederations  which  they  make  be- 
tween themfelves,  as  well  as  with  the  deputies  or 
generals  of  the  feveral  European  companies  who 
trade  amon^  them)  the  conftant  underhand  prac- 
tices of  thefe  Europeans,  whether  in  time  of  peace 
or  war,  and  from  the  uncertainty  and  mutability 
of  thefe  alliances,  except  where  their  intereft  al- 
ways ties   the  parties,   according  to  the  feveral 
emergencies  which  different  times  and  things  may 
produce,  any  confiderate  peribn  may  eafily  fee  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  maintaining  forts  and  fafto- 
ries,  for  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the  Britifh 
intereft  on  that  coaft  -,   yea,  the  neceffary  ufe  of 
them  may  be  much  more  readily  imagined  than 
cxpreffed.     And  certainly,  how  far  foever  the  fe- 
parate    traders  unaccountable  zeal,    againft  the 
Royal  African  company,   may  have  tranfported 
their  humour  beyond  the  bounds  of  a  cool  reflec- 
tion,   concerning  the  ufefulnefs  of  thefe  forts, 
they  may  depend  upon  it,  that  if,  by  any  misfor- 
tune whatfoever,  they  Ihould  happen  to  fall  into 
the   hands  of  our  roreign  competitors   on  that 
coaft,  then  the  beft  treatment  which  the  private 
traders    themfelves    could  reafonably   hope  for, 
would  be  only  Polyphemus's  fate,  to  be  the  laft 
that  Ihould  be  deftroyed;    that  is,  they  would 
thereafter  be  ftri(5Uy  difcharged  from  trading  any 
farther  upon  that  coaft,  without  paying  an  arbi- 
trary duty  to  the  Dutch  Weft-India  company  for 
their  permiflion,    as  the  Portugueze,   who  were 
there  long  before  them,  do  at  this  time. 

C  II  A  l\ 
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CHAP.     V. 

Some  arguments 9  Jhewing  that  the  conftttution 
of  the  I'urkey  company  ^  or  of  any  other  regu^ 
lated  open  trade y  cannot  be  fuited  to  the  na^ 
ture  and  circumjlances  of  the  trade  to  Africa. 


1  Would  gladly  perfuade  myfelf,  that  the  fepa- 
rate  traders,  at  leaft  the  greateft  part  of  them, 
are  not  of  fo  tenacious  a  temper  as  to  have  har- 
dened themfelves  againft  all  manner  of  conviftion, 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  will  be  now  pre- 
vailed upon,  by  the  force  of  reafon,  to  telinquifh 
their  former  miflakes,  and  clofe  heartily  with  fuch 
meafures  as,  upon  full  And  mature  confideratioHt 
fliall  be  thought  moft  reafonablc  for  carrying  on 
the  trade  to  Africa  with  the  greateft  fecurity  and 
advantage,  upon  a  national  foot  \  yet  fome  few 
there  are  among  them  (I  am  told)  whofe  private 
interell:  and  dcfigns  have  a  quite  different  tendency, 
and  therefore,  rather  than  feem  to  acknowledge 
themfelves  to  have  been  in  an  error  all  this  time, 
are  for  perfevering  in  the  fame  error  ftill,  under 
the  colour  of  a  different  denomination  only; 
for,  being  convinced  that  the  ftcps  -. 
which  they  have  already  made  are  teidm^^^c 
not  juftifiable,  they  propofe  that  the  now  %  regu- 
trade  to  Africa  (hould,  by  diffolving  i^^a^^pj^ 
the  prefent  joint  dock  for  good  and  the  foot  of 
all,    be  laid  more  open  than  ever,    f"*^.^  *  ^°'*?*- 

j  .J  t         *  1       J  tution  as  that 

and  earned  on  by  a  regulated  com-    of  the  Turkey 
pany,   like  that  to  Turkey;    yea,    company. 

the 
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A  fhrcwd  fu- 
i|>icion  of  ihe 
true  reafon  why 
the  private  tra- 
ders fcem  to 
(light  the  ufe  of 
forts  and  fet- 
tlements. 


The  private 
traders  propofe 
now  to  main- 
tain the  forts, 
if  they  may 
have  their  will. 


the  view  of  fome  fuch  fcheme  may 
probably  be  one  great  reafon  why 
they  have  been  at  fo  much  pains  to 
depreciate  the  value  of  the  company's 
forts  and  caftles,  as  hoping,  if  that 
projeft  fhould  happen  to  take,  that 
the  property  of  thefe  would  of  courfe, 
at  a  very  low  eftimation,  fall  into  the  hands  of 
fuch  perfons  only  as  ftiould  then  think  fit  to  trade 
thither. 

Nor  can  this  be  reckoned  a  meer 
fuggeftion,  when  we  confider  that 
the  private  traders  have  already  made 
fuch  advances  therein,  as  to  have 
fignified  to  the  lords  commiflioners 
for  trade  and  plantations,  that  they 
are  willing  to  come  into  a  method  for  maintaining 
the  forts  and  caftles  (if  thought  needful)  upon  the 
foot  of  a  regulated  open  trade,  like  that  to  Turkey 
as  aforefaid. 

This  looks  too  much  like  an  in- 
tention of  dealing  pretty  roundly,  in 
the  firft  place,  with  the  company's 
property,  and  that  too  after  a  moft 
prepofterous  manner  •,  but  the  ftrefs 
of  the  argument  not  lying  there,  I 
(hall  wave  the  confidcration  thereof  at  prefent, 
and  let  the  reader  fee  that  a  regulated  open  trade 
to  Africa,  after  the  manner  of  that  to  Turkey, 
would  be  fo  far  from  mending  the  matter,  that 
any  farther  experiment  of  that  kind  would,  in 
all  probability,  compleat  the  ruin  which  the 
late  experiment  of  laying  the  trade  open  has 
begun. 


The  private 
traders  defign 
to  have  a  fliare 
at  leall  of  the 
company'spro- 
perty  gratis. 


No 


/i5^  African  Trade.        127 
No  man,  I  fuppofe,   will  doubt,     t,,         ^. 

,  ,  n  •  ^   •  I  The   conftitu- 

but  that  a  conftitution  may  be  very  tion  of  one 
well  fuited  to  the  nature  and  circum-  t^de  not  aU 
ftances  of  one  particular  branch  of  ;r4e^naS 
foreign  trade,  which  can  never  be  of  another, 
properly  adapted  to  another  trade, 
unavoidably  attended  with  quite  different  circum- 
ftances,  and  whofe  nature  muft  confequently  re- 
quire a  different  conftitution,  as  well  as  different 
rules  of  management. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  prefent  purpofe  The  conftitu- 
to  find  fault  with  the  conftitution  of  ^^o"  ^^  the 
the  Turkey,  or  any  other  regulated    Jny'nowhSc 

company  of   this  kingdom  ;    but,    by      reearded       or 

the  by,  it  is  very  obfervable  that,  Jf  EngLd!''' 
out  of  Britain,  there  is  no  fuch  con- 
ftitution of  trade  in  any  other  kingdom,  ftate  or 
commonwealth  in  the  whole  world,  that  ever  I 
could  read  or  hear  of :  for  all  thofe  foreign  trades 
which  are  regulated  and  confined  to  certain  per- 
fons  in  Britain,  qualified  as  the  conftitution  of  the 
Turkey  company  requires,  are  wholly  open  and 
free  to  all  people  indiftinftly,  in  all  other  king- 
doms and  ftates  whatfoever,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  our  trade  to  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  &c.  is 
carried  on.  And  I  am  perfuaded  that,  upon  ex- 
amination, it  would  be  thought  no  paradox  to 
aflert  that,  in  the  nature  of  convertible  terms, 
any  branch  of  foreign  trade  which  can  be  carried 
on  by  a  regulated  open  trade,  fuch  as  that  to 
Turkey,  Ruffia,  &c.  might  be  carried  on  with- 
out any  company  at  all ;  and  that,  vice  verfa,  if 
it  were  not  prafticable  to  have  carried  on  fuch 
trades  as  thcle  without  any  limitation  or  regulation 
at  all,  fuch  a  conftitution  as  that  of  the  Turkey 
company  could  never  have  brought  any  of  them 
to  bear :  but  thefe  being  conftitutions  of  earlier 

times, 
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times,  when  our  foreign  trade  in  general  was  in 
its  infancy,  in  comparlfon  to  what  it  now  is,  and 
thefe  branches  of  trade  having  ran  in  that  channel, 
and  being  carried  on  all  along  in  that  method,  for 
many  years  together,  I  fhould  be  forry  to  fee  any 
new  attempts  made  for  altering  the  fame,  or  ma- 
king any  infringements  on  the  old  conftitution,  in- 
novations and  new  experiments  being  always  dan- 
gerous in  moft  cafes  of  that  nature. 

And  that  there  is  no  parallel  be- 
iLTrnal  twecn  the  nature  of  the  trade  to 
turc  of  the  Turkey  and  of  that  to  Africa,  may 
trade  to  Tm-     be    farther    feen    from    this.    That 

key    and    that  ,  .        _      ,  ,  ' 

to  Africa,  far-     whereas    m   Turkey   there    are,    at 
dicr    demon-     moft,    but  two   or   three   principal 
**^  '  places  of  trade,    and  all  under  the 

dominion  and  government  of  one  Prince,  whofe 
fubjefts  are  tied  by  the  rules  and  forms  of  certain 
courts  of  juftice,  it  were  no  difficult  matter  fof 
the  Queen* of  Great-Britain,  by  her  ambaffador, 
to  have  her  fubjefts  there  vindicated  and  righted, 
even  if  there  had  been  no  company,  as  the  French 
King,  the  Venetians  and  the  Dutch  have  done  all 
along ;  but  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa  there  is  an 
indefinite  number  of  petty  Princes  and  fovereign 
ftates,  all  independent  of  each  other  (as  has  been 
already  related  at  large)  and  their  people  are  fo 
wholly  void  of  all  manner  of  principles  of  equity 
or  juftice,  that,  without  the  terror  of  a  conftant 
coercive  power  kept  over  their  heads,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  temptation  of  fuch  prefents  as  are 
frequently  made  to  them  on  the  other,  together 
with  a  politick  management  of  the  feveral  alliances 
formerly  mentioned,  no  European,  who  had  any 
thing  to  lofe,  could  ever  reckon  upon  any  fafety 
among  them.  But  if  the  feparate  traders  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa  will  undertake  to  reduce  all  the 

natives 
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natives  of  that  coaft  under  the  regular  govern- 
ment of  one  Sovereign,  and  charm  them  fo  as  to 
become  as  polite  and  civilized  a  people  as  thofe  of 
Conftantinople,  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  it 
ever  be,  that  the  conftitution  of  our  Turkey  com- 
pany may  be  a  fit  model  and  pattern  for  fettling 
the  trade  to  Africa- 
It  is  allowed  by  all  parties,  that 
the  feveral  confufions  which  have  open^hc^Afn- 
happened  in  our  trade  to  Africa  can  tmde  o>vn- 
have  been  chiefly  occafioned  by  the  tT^Jtlxxt. 
different  interefts  of  the  feveral  tra-  confuiions  in 
ders  thither;  and  as  the  laying  open  ''.»  ^^ ^^  ^f^ 
that  trade  was  the  fole  caufe  thereof,  Snf  under^a 
it  is  abfurd  to  think  that  the  effefib  different  name, 
can  be  taken  away  while  the  caufe  SiL^^nTatter'''* 
remains.  So  truly,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  the  laying  open  that  trade,  with  or 
without  a  company,  muft  be  always  much  at  one 
upon  the  matter. 

And  fmce,  by  the  feparate  traders     The  vanity  of 
propofin^,    at  laft,   to  come  into   a    p«5^ndmg  to 

*      Y     J    ^  ...  ,         ^  maintain  foits 

method  tor  maintammg  the  forts  and  cafties  by 
and  cafties  on  the  foot  of  an  open  the  contribu- 
regulated  trade,  it  appears  likewife  S^slLr 
that  all  parties  do  think  forts  and 
cafties  neceffary  for  fecuring  and  preferving  the 
Britifli  intereft  on  that  coaft,  it  is  certain,  that 
were  there  no  incongruity  in  the  projeft  of  fuch  a 
regulated  trade,  yet  even  that  fame,  of  maintain- 
ing the  vaft  charge  of  forts,  cafties,  and  alliances, 
by  fuch  a  precarious  fund  as  that  of  voluntary 
contributions,  would  foon  prove  an  infurmount- 
able  difficulty ;  for  though  in  the  beginning,  and 
in  time  of  peace,  the  novelty  of  fuch  a  conftitution 
might  poffibly  tempt  feveral  perfons  to  trade  upon 
that  foot  for  a  fpurt,  and  that  their  feveral  regu- 
VoL.  V.  K  lated 
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lated  contributions  might,  perhaps,  do  fomething 
towards  defraying  the  faid  charge  for  fome  fhort 
time,  yet  no  man  being  bound,  by  fuch  a  confti- 
tution,  to  trade  longer,  or  for  more  ftock,  than 
he  thinks  fit,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  but  that, 
whenever  they  fhould  come  to  find  their  profit 
not  anfwerable  to  their  expeftation,  they  would 
quickly  draw  their  necks  out  of  the  collar,  and 
give  over  the  trade  by  degrees  (as  they  have  al- 
ready done  in  the  former  cafe)  till  at  laft,  for  want 
of  the  needful  contributions,  the  aforefaid  al- 
liances would  be  ncglefted,  and  the  forts  and 
caftles  muft,  of  courfe,  become  ruinous  and  de- 
ferted,  and  then  the  old  proverb  made  good, 
"  That  every  man's  bufmefs  would  be  no  man's 
bufinefs." 


CHAP.     VI. 

Several  farther  arguments ^  proving  that  our 
trade  to  Africa  cannot  be  preferved  and  car- 
ried on  j  eJfeSlually,  by  any  other  method  than 
that  of  a  conjiderable  joint  Jlocky  ivith  exclu- 
Jive  privileges. 

TH  E  imprafticability,  or  at  leaft  improbabi- 
lity, of  ever  trading  to  Africa  i'ecurely, 
creditably  and  advantageoufly,  in  the  method  of 
cither  an  illimited  open  trade,  like  that  to  Portu- 
gal, or  of  a  regulated  open  trade,  like  that  xo 
Turkey,  being  already  demonftrated,  as  far  as 
the  nature  of  the  cafe  feems  to  require  or  admit  of 
a  demonftration,  it  confequcntly  follows,  that  a 

fuitable 
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fuitable  joint  ftock,  with  exclufive  and  other  en- 
couraging privileges,  and  the  maintaining  a  co- 
ercive power  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  are  the  only- 
probable  means  by  which  the  African  trade  can 
be  efFeftually  carried  on,  fo  as  to  be  made  a  per- 
manent, creditable  and  advantageous  trade  to 
Britain;  yet,  for  iUuftration  of  that  pofition,  I 
fliall  addute  fome  farther  arguments  from  Rea- 
fon,  experience,  and  the  univerfal  praftice  of  all 
nations  who  trade  thither,  to  prove  the  fame. 

ift.  The  Dutch  (who,  of  all  na-    ^^^  ^^  ^ 
tions   whatfoever,    are  generally  al-    menti'sfoufd- 

lowed  to  be  the  people,   now  extant,      ed  on  a  general 

who  have  given  the  moft  convincing  ^d^"\y*^^  tike 
proofs  of  their  confummated  know-  Dutch,  &c. 
ledge  and  experience  in  trade)  have 
laid  it  down  for  a  maxim,  that  in  all  foreign 
trades,  where  the  trade  mult  be  maintained  by 
force  and  forts  on  the  land,  and  where  they  can- 
not conveniently  keep  up  an  amity  and  correfpon- 
dence  by  ambafladors  only,  there  feems  to  be  an 
abfolute  neceflity  of  carrying  on  luch  trades  by- 
joint  ftocks ;  and  certainly,  by  parity  of  reafon, 
the  fame  maxim  muft  hold  equally  good  with  us, 
as  with  them.  Unity  in  their  councils,  and  an 
uniformity  in  their  rules  of  management,  has  laid 
the  foundation  of  that  Hate,  and  reared  it  up  to 
that  mighty  degree  of  ftrength  and  power  which 
makes  them  now  fo  confiderable  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  according  to  their  own  motto, 
"  Concordia  res  parvse  crefcunt."  And  though 
they  be  the  great  afTerters  of  liberty,  and  do  ex- 
ercife  it  without  control  or  limitation,  as  to  all 
other  trades,  yet,  upon  the  foot  of  the  aforefaid 
maxim,  they  have  always  found  it  neceflary  to 
carry  on  their  trades  to  the  Eaft-Indies  and  the 
coalr  of  Africa  only,  by  cgmpanies  with  joint 
K  2  ftocks 
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flocks  and  cxclufivc  privileges,  and  that,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  great  charge,  danger  and  difficulties 
commonly  attending  them  •,  yea,  thefe  companies 
are  always  protefted  and  defended  by  the  laws  of 
their  United  Provinces,  which  are  of  the  fame 
force  with  them  as  afts  of  parliament  are  with  us. 
But  though  we  have  likewife  had  companies  with 
joint  ftocks,  for  trading  to  the  Eaft-Indies  and  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  yet  thofe  not  havi;ig  been  efta- 
blilhed  with  the  fanftion  of  parliamentary  confti- 
tutions,  a  door  was  always  left  open  for  frequently 
difturbing  their  meafures,    and  interrupting  the 
progrefs  of  their  trades  and  acquifitions,  chiefly 
by  reafon  of  a  divided  intereft  always  kept  up 
among  ourfelves  -,   infomuch  that  it  might  have 
been  properly  enough  faid,  that  we  had  verified 
the  very  reverfe  of  the  Dutch  motto,  viz.  **  Dif- 
cordia  res  m^nae  dilabunuir." 
The  2d  argu-         idXy.  Whenever  we    fee    feveral 
mentis  dra^    great  and  wife  nations,   having  va- 
^f?i  **  ^"*I    rious    forms    of   government,     and 

venal    conient  ,     ^  ^  ^      •    n  11 

of  nations,  dif-  whofe  mcalures  are  mfluenced  by 
fering  in  other  different  inclinations  and  interefts, 
i^mment.  ^"^  Y^t  confoiring,  as  it  were  by  univer- 
fal  content,  in  the  fame  means  for 
acquiring  the  fame  ends  of  profit,  power  and  ho- 
nour, we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  they  are 
much  nearer  the  right  way  for  accomplilhing  thofe 
ends,  than  any  let  of  private  men  wh^tfoever 
holding  contrary  opinions,  efpecially  when  fwayed 
by  perfonal  profit  or  lofs,  or  by  any  capricious 
humour,  pique  or  prejudice  againft  fome  other 
intereftcd  party.  Thus  we  fee  that,  how  different 
foever  the  feveral  and  relpeftive  interefts  of  the 
French,  Dutch,  Danes,  Brandenburghers,  &c. 
are,  with  refpeft  to  one  another,  yet  they  all  do 
center  in  this  pofitive  opinion.  That  joint  ftocks 

with 
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with  exclufive  privileges,  and  the  having  forts  and 
fettlements  on  the  co&  of  Africa,  for  maintaining 
a  conftant  coercive  power  there,  and  for  pre- 
ierving  alliances  with  the  natives,  are,  by  much, 
the  propereft  means  for  carrying  on  that  trade 
with  fecurity,  credit  and  advantage*,  and  there- 
fore, conliderins  likewife  how  far  the  Royal  Afri- 
can company  of  England  and  their  predeceflbrs 
have  proceeded,  and  do  ftill,  after  many  years 
experience,  infift  upon  the  fame  topick,  it  looks 
like  too  much  prefumption  and  a  felf-conceited 
arrogance  in  fome  few  private  perfons  (who  feem 
now  to  perfonate  the  feparate  traders  here)  to  pre- 
tend to  let  up  their  own  humourfome  opinion,  dog* 
matically,  againft  the  confummated  experience 
and  univerfal  fufFrage  of  the  whole  trading  world 
befide,  unlefs  they  bring  better  evidence  tor  fup- 
porting  their  bare  opinion,  than  any  weak  reafon 
adduced  by  them  as  yet. 

gdly.  There  is  a  maxim  of  policy, 
which  holds  good  among  companies    '^^^^  ^^  ^^§JJ" 
for  trade,  as  well  as  kingdoms  and    cedfVomacer- 
ftates.  That  wherever  any  power  or    ***»  ™*J^''l"  °f 

/-  .  ,  -r   1        1  policy  oblcrved 

force  is  to  be  excrcilcd,  the  more  t,y  kingdoms 
contrafted  and  united  that  power  is,  and  ftates,  and 
the  more  prevalent  will  be  the  efFefts  SKhEaft^ 
thereof.  Applicable  to  this  is  the  India  company 
dying  old  man's  advice  to  his  fons, 
reprcfented  in  the  well-known  fable  of  the  Bundle 
of  Arrows  •,  and  the  great  reafon  for  the  late 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scot- 
land (though,  even  before  then,  they  were  fepa- 
rately  under  the  government  of  one  fovercign 
Prince)  was  to  corroborate  their  ftrength,  by 
making  them  one  undivided  kingdom,  the  fame 
in  intereft,  inclination  and  power,  both  in  offence 
and  defence:  "  Vis  unita  fortior.*'     So  likewife 

Kj  ;t 
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it  is  very  obfervablc,  that  though  the  Dutch  traded 
for  fome  time  to  the  Eaft-Indies  by  fevcral  joint 
ftocks,  belonging  feparately  to  the  refpedlive 
provinces  which  raifed  the  fame,  yet  finding, 
upon  trial,  that  the  different  interefts  of  their 
feveral  joint  ftocks  did  interfere  one  with  the  other, 
the  States  (contrary  to  the  iiative  humour  and 
genius  of  a  republick)  did  incorporate  all  thefe 
joint  ftocks  into  one  common  capital,  to  the  end 
that,  for  the  general  intereft  and  advantjige  of 
the  whole,  the  fame  might  be  the  more  equally 
managed,  by  certain  uniform  rules  of  government, 
both  abroad  and  at  home, 

l'he4thargu-  4thly.  A  farther  inftance  of  the 
meiit  is  infer-  prcferablcncfs  of  carrying  on  any 
SiefTnfe^;  ["ch  trade  by  a  joint  ftock  may  be 
m  the  cafe  of  had  nearer  home,  from  a  cafe  exactly 
tiie      Engiifh     parallel  to  that  of  the  Royal  African 

Eaft     -    India      *  r  j  i_     t-'   n. 

trade.  company  ;  for  our  trade  to  the  Eaft-»- 

Indies  was  eftabliflied  and  carried  on, 
for  many  years,  much  after  the  fame  manner,  and 
ftruggling  with  fuch-like  interruptions  and  diffi- 
culties, from  time  to  time,  as  have  been  already 
narrated  in  relation  to  our  trade  to  Africa,  till,  in 
the  year  1698,  the  private  traders  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies  obtained  an  aft  of  parliament  for  laying 
that  trade  open  in  the  method  of  a  regulated 
company,  relerving  only  the  old  company's  right 
of  trading,  in  manner,  for  the  term  and  to  the 
cfieft  mentioned  in  the  faid  aft ;  yet,  upon  trial, 
even  thofe  who  procured  that  aft  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  unite  themfelves  and  their  fevcral  ftocks, 
in  proportion  to  their  refpeftive  fubfcriptions,  fo 
as  to  carry  on  the  trade  thereafter  only  with  one 
common  joint  ftock ;  and  though,  at  leaft  to  all 
outward  appearance,  there  feemed  to  be  an  irre- 
concileable  conteft  and  ftated  emulation  between 

the 
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the  new  and  the  old  Eaft-India  companies,  yet 
both  of  thf  m  became  fo  very  fcniible  of  the  de- 
ftru6tive  confcquences  neceflarily  attending  a  di- 
vided intereft  in  trading  to  thoie  remote  parts, 
that  they  are  now,  at  laft,  happily  conjoined  into 
one  company, '  having  the  fame  joint  ftock,  inte- 
reft and  defigns  ;  and  it  is  alfo  very  remarkable, 
that  thofe  forts  and  fcttlements  in  India,  which 
feemed  to  have  been  formerly  fo  much  flighted 
and  depreciated  by  the  feparate  traders  thither, 
do  now  make  up  a  confiderable  article  in  the  efti- 
mation  of  their  own  prefent  joint  ftockk 

5thly.  As  contraries  appear  beft 
by  ftating  them  in  oppofition  one  to  nicnt^  fs^y 
the  other,  fo,  in  all  dubious  cafes  of  bating  contm- 
the  fame  or  like  nature,  the  happieft  J?^'„  oJT^ 
experiences  are  thofe  which  have  other, 
been  gained  by  the  calamities  of 
times  paft.  Thus,  while  our  trade  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies  lay  quite  open,  from  the  year  1653  to  the 
year  1657,  that  method  proved  fo  very  deftruftivc 
to  the  feveral  private  traders  thither,  that  the  go- 
verning power  at  that  time  found  it  neceflary  to 
unite  them  all  into  one  company,  with  one  joint 
ftock,  &c.  So  likewife,  while  the  trade  to  Africa 
was  laid  open,  before  the  reftoration  of  King 
Charles  the  fecond,  the  Dutch  company  took  fuch 
advantage  of  our  feparate  traders,  that  their  lofles 
were  computed  to  about  300,000  /•  as  is  already 
jiarrated  at  large,,  page  85.  But,  by  the  feveral 
particulars  formerly  likewife  mentioned  in  page  88, 
It  is  manifeft  that,  during  the  iinall  number  of 
years  in  which  the  prefent  Royal  African  com- 
pany had  the  countenance  and  protedion  of  the 
government,  fo  as^not  to  have  had  their  meafures 
embarraifed  by  any  feparate  intereft  at  home,  the 
Britifti  intereft  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  was  main- 
K  4  tained 
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tained  and  advanced  much  more  fccurely,  credit 
tably  a^d  advantageoufly,  for  the  common  inte- 
reft  of  this  kingdom  and  the  plantations  thereunto 
belonging,  than  ever  it  was  either  before  or  fmce 
that  time  •,  and  had  the  privileges  of  the  com- 
pany's charter  been  then  eftablifhed  by  aft  of 
parliament,  fo  as  to  have  prevented  the  domeftick 
divifions  which  have  fmce  happened  in  that  trade, 
by  reafon  of  our  feparatc  interctts,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  Britifli  intereft  had,  by  this 
time,  been  in  a  more  flourilhing  condition  than 
that  of  any  other  European  nation  whatfover,  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa. 

6thly.    There  was  never  yet  any 
The  6th  argil-     fubftantial  commerce   in   the  world 

m^nt  IS  drawn  •111  r  1 

from  the  nature  camcd  On,  but  by  mcans  01  mutual 
Hndneceffityof  alliances  and  confederations  made 
^^ccs^with^the  ^^^^^  ^^^  natives,  how  barbarous  fo- 
natives.  ever ;  and  it  is  manifeft  that  alliances 

of  this  nature  can  be  made  only  by 
Princes  themfelves,  or  powers  derived  from  them 
to  bodies  politick  and  communities,  who  are 
liable,  permanent  and  refponfible,  continually 
ready  upon  the  place,  by  their  agents,  to  expoftu- 
late  with  or  give  fatisfaftion  to  their  allies,  which 
can  never  be  maintained  with  individuals  or  fingle 
perfons,  who  being  tranfient  and  mortal,  no  man 
knows  v/here  to  find  them  when  they  happen  to 
commit  any  injuries-,  and  therefore,  a  fociety  efta- 
blifhed with  the  fanftion  of  a  parliamentary  con- 
ftitution,  and  having  a  fufficient  joint  ftock,  with 
exclufive  privileges,  and  a  coercive  power  to 
maintain  their  alliances,  as  well  as  to  defend  their 
trade,  mufl  needs,  of  courfe,  be  in  a  more  pro- 
bable way  for  anfwering  all  tlie  ends  propofed  by 
the  alliances  above-mentioned. 

nhly 


the  African  Trade.       137 

7thly.  Without  fome  fixed  fbcicty,  j^  ^ 
inveftcd  with  a  confiderablc  joint  mJtttfoSdl 
ftock  and  fuitable  privileges,  there  «i  upon  the 
can  be  no  fure  dependence  ujpon  Sl*"^**Briti& 
having  the  Britifh  plantations  lup-  plantations  ia 
plied  duly  with  fufficient  numbers  of  A"n»ica* 
negroes  at  moderate  or  certain  rates  j 
for,  while  the  trade  lies  open,  fcorcs  of  private 
trader*  do  trade  for  one  year,  who  are  never  heard 
of  thereafter,  and  thefe,  minding  only  a  prefent 
gain,  do  exa£t  upon  and  fqueeze  the  planters  at  a 
moft  extravagant  rate,  without  any  regard  to 
conlequences,  as  having  no  thoughts  of  going 
thither  again-,  whereas  a  fettled  fociety,  having 
the  fole  management  of  the  trade,  muft,  in  all 
their  mcafures,  have  a  fpecial  regard  to  perpe- 
tuity. And  thus  it  was  during  the  fhort  time 
that  the  Royal  African  company  enjoyed  the  trade 
cxclufively ;  they  fold  their  negroes  at  very  mode- 
rate rates,  and  trufted  the  planters,  from  time  to 
time,  widi  confiderable  fums  of  money*,  till  they 
could  conveniently  pay  the  fame  out  of  the  pro- 
duce of  thofe  negroes  labour,  which  private  per- 
fons  are  feldom  able  or  willing  to  do,  and  al- 
though they  would,  yet  one  fubftantial  creditor  is 
always  much  more  indulging  and  encouraging  to 
a  debtor,  than  an  indefinite  number  of  feveral 
petty  creditors  can  be  fuppofed  to  be,  becaufe 
each  of  thefe,  having  different  views,  as  well  as 
ieparate  interefts,  do  commonly  ftrive  who  (hall 
out-do  the  other  in  diligence  for  recovering  pay- 
ment, "  quovis  modo,"  till  they  ruin  the  com- 
mon debtor,  and  render  him  incapable  of  doing 
jufticc  to  cither  •,  whereas,  were  he  concerned  only 
with  one  fociety  of  difcreet  perfons,  they  would, 
for  their  own  intereft,  have  a  generous  and  com- 

pafiionate 
•  Vide  Page  88. 
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paffionatc  regard  to  his  circumftances,  and,  by  a 
reafonable  forbearance,  enable  him  to  pay  them- 
felves,  and  to  continue  a  correfpondence  and  deal- 
ing with  them,  and  to  improve  his  own  plantation 
into  the  bargain-,  which  indeed  is,  or  at  leaft 
ought  to  be,  the  chief  end  of  the  negro  trade,  be- 
caufe  upon  that  wholly  depends  the  great  national 
advantage  produced  by  the  plantation  trade  to 
Britain. 
^,    „ .  Sthly,  While  the  trade  to  Africa 

The  8th  arc^u-      ..  ^  ^     1        i 

ment  is  drawn  lics  opcn,  wc  Can  nevcr  icttlc  the 

from  the  ad-  Aflicnto,     nor    make    any    advan- 

tnllg  ^heVffi-  t^eous  contradts  with  the  Spaniards 

ento  with  the  or  Portugucze,  to  fumifh  them  with 

pS""' Mcr"*  negroes  in  their  Weft-Indies  •,  for  as, 

or  ugu  ze.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  hand,  they  will  have  no 

dependence  on  the  uncertain  engagements  of  pri- 
vate perfons,  whofe  circumftances  cannot  be  well 
known  to  them,  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  private 
perfons  can  never  (without  a  mixture  of  folly  and 
madnefs)  undertake  to  furnilh  certain  numbers  of 
negroes,  for  a  term  of  years,  at  determinate  and 
fixed  prices,  when,  at  the  fame  time,  they  cannot 
poflibly  know  but  that,  by  reafon  of  the  different 
interfering  interefts  of  many  feparate  traders,  the 
prices  of  negroes  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa  may  be 
fo  far  advanced,  as  that  the  prime  coft  may  far 
exceed  the  prices  at  which  they  contrafted  to  de- 
liver them  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  would  un- 
avoidably be  a  very  great  lofs  to  the  nation; 
v^hereas  a  fociety,  vefted  with  the  fole  power  of 
trading  to  Africa,  cannot  fail  of  taking  their 
meafures  in  making  fuch  contrafts,  fo  as  to  gain 
confiderably  by  them ;  and  it  is  a  certain  truth, 
that  whatever  is  gained  by  any  of  her  Majefty^s 
fubjefts,  whether  in  a  fociety  or  feparately,  from 
any  foreign  nation,  muft  of  courfe  be  a  national 

advantage. 
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advants^,  in  adding  to  the  ftrength  and  riches  o 
this  kingdom. 

gtbly.  While  the  trade  to  Africa  The  <^tfa  aigu- 

lies  open,  it  can  never  be  diftinftly  ^'^i  ^^^ 

known  how  far  (nationally  fpeaking)  ^^f  ^roids^ 

we  may  be  either  gainers  or  lofers  by  and  knowing, 

it,  for  we  may  have  the  appearance  *J^  «^^a! 

of  a  briik  and  flourifhin^  trade,  by  lance  of  our 

leeing  a  confiderable  number  of  fliips  ^^^^,  P">*' 

1  1      or  loft  bv  any 

gomg  out  and  conun^  m,  yea,  and  ^^^^^  ^  ^ 
perhaps  ibme  few  particular  cunning 
perfons  gaining  confiderably  by  commiflions,  &c. 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  our  national  intereil  is 
finking  daily,  in  the  manner  formerly  narrated» 
till  it  dwindle  away  to  nothing  at  laft,  and  be  in- 
fenfibly  twifted  out  of  our  hands,  by  the  cunning 
ftratagems  and  undermining  practices  of  our  fo- 
reign competitors,  before  we  can  have  fufficient 
time  to  apply  a  remedy  for  recoveiy  thereof  5 
whereas,  by  confining  that  trade  to  one  joint  ftock, 
the  great  council  of  the  nation  may  always  be 
fatisfied,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  company's 
proceedings  both  at  home  and  abroad,  fo  that, 
by  knowing  where  the  diftemper  lies,  they  may, 
with  the  greater  aflurance,  prefcribe  a  cure,  as 
occalion  may  require.  Nor  can  it  juftly  be  fup- 
pofed,  but  that  the  view  of  a  perpetual  and  unin- 
terrupted lucceflion  in  the  management  of  that 
trade  muft,  as  well  as  the  hopes  of  perfonal  pro- 
fit, naturally  inipire  the  managers  with  a  much 
nobler  emulation,  in  exerting  their  utmoll  endea- 
vours for  advancing  our  national  intereft,  beyond 
that  of  any  foreign  competitor,  on  the  coaA  of 
Africa,  than  can  be  reaibnably  expeAed  from  the 
irregular,  difconcerted  and  intenering  meafures 
of  an  uncertain  number  of  raw  and  unexperienced 
povices,   trading  fcparately  by  divided  interefts, 

liable 
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liable  to  no  cenfure  but  their  own,  and  having  no 
other  imaginable  views  but  only  a  little  feififh 
prefent  gain^  though  the  national  intereft  fhould 
utterly  perifh  thereby. 

lothly.  The  wifeft  of  men  tells  us, 
The  10th  that  "  in  the  multitude  of  counfel- 
^^A^  u '!  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  fafety,"  and  beyond  all 
f^"  the  fafc-  pcradventure  it  is  fo ;  for  our  under- 
ty  that  is  in  ftandings  are  fo  weak,  our  know- 
o/counfcu'ors!  ledge  fo  circumfcribed,  and  our  lives 
pointing  at  one  fo  fhort,  that,  without  Conjoining 
common  end.  ^^  experience  of  fomc  ages  together, 
we  are,  of  ourfelves,  able  to  make 
but  a  very  indifferent  proficiency,  even  in  the 
eafieft  and  moft  intelligible  fcience  that  can  be 
thought  of.  However,  indeed  fome  few  there 
are,  of  all  ages  and  countries,  who  muft  be  al- 
lowed to  have  a  much  more  tranfcendent  genius 
for  feveral  purpofes,  than  the  generality  of  the 
reft  of  mankind  ;  and  therefore  it  is  the  great  and 
Angular  advantage  of  all  feleft  and  compafted  fo- 
cieties,  having  the  fame  undivided  interefts,  and 
which  are  eftablifhed  upon  folid  foundations,  that 
the  wifdom,  knowledge,  capacity,  experience  and 
application  of  thefe  few,  do  commonly  fupply  the 
dcfefts  of  many  other  perfons,  who  are  not  en- 
dowed with  an  equal  (hare  of  the  like  qualifica- 
tions. 

.-. .    .    .„  Thus  a  ioint-ftock  company,  efta- 

ftratcd  farther,  bhihcd  upon  a  fixcd  and  luitable 
in  a  compari-  conftitution,  cannot  fail  of  trading 
the  bc^^poll-  ^^^^  much  more  fecurity,  and  a  far 
tick  and  body  greater  probability  of  producing 
natural.  many  national  advantages,  than  pri- 

vate perfons  trading  fcparately  can 
do ;  for  the  former  have  not  only  the  difcoveries, 
obfervations  and  experience  of  their  predecefTors 

ftanding 
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ftanding  always  upon  record  before  them,  by  a 
continued  feries  of  journals,  &c.  but  (as  in  the 
body  natural)  fo  even  the  weakeft  member  of  fuch 
a  fociety  may,  in  fome  refpeft  or  other,  be  made 
ufeful  to  the  common  intcreft  of  the  whole  body 
politick,  yea,  and  partake  too,  in  fome  meafur^ 
of  the  knowledge,  underftanding  and  judgment  of 
thoi'e  other  members  whom  God  has  blefled  with 
a  more  than  ordinary  portion  thereof^ 
And  as  thefe  focictics  do  com- 
monly  find  out  and  make  choice  of  qucntlal  "d- 
fuch  deferving  perfons  as  are  thought  vantages  at- 
moft  capable  ot  fcrving  their  intereft,  J^jJ^  ^"^ 
in  the  feveral  qualities  of  generals,  fix'd  conftitu- 
chiefs,  agents,  faftors,  correfpon-  ^^^^* 
dents,  mafters  and  navigators  of 
ihips,  fuper-cargoes,  furgeons,  fecretaries,  clerks, 
accomptants,  book-keepers,  cafhiers,  ftore  and 
warehoufe-keepers,  &c.  fo  they  can  beft  afford 
the  giving  them  fuch  fuitable  falaries  and  other 
encouragements,  as  (if  but  tolerably  well  prin- 
cipled) might  put  th  m  above  the  temptation  of 
being  corrupted  •,  and  it  is  moft  certain  that,  if 
the  African  trade  were  once  fully  fettled  and  fixed 
on  the  bafis  of  fuch  a  fuitable  conftitution  as 
would  naturally  oblige  the  natives  to  come  to  our 
terms  and  conditions  of  barter,  inftead  of  im- 
pofing  theirs  upon  us,  as  now  they  do,  the  profits 
thereof  could  very  well  bear  that  charge.  So  that 
fuch  a  fociety  might  then  ftand  in  place  of  an 
academy,  for  training  an  indefinite  number  of 
people  in  the  regular  knowledge  of  all  matters 
relating  to  the  feveral  branches  of  the  African 
trade,  and  the  nation  would  of  courle  reap  the 
honour  and  advantage  tliereof. 

l^he 
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The  reverfe  of 
all  thefe  muft 
be  the  effea  of 
a  divided  inte- 
refty  for  the 
reafons  fub- 
joined. 


The  reverie  of  all  which  may  be 
eafily  gathered  from  that  infallible 
pofition  in  the  gofpel,  "  A  houfe 
divided  againft  itfelf  cannot  ftand.** 
The  meaning  whereof  relates  to 
kingdoms,  cities  and  corporations, 
as  well  as  to  private  families,  as  appears  exprefsly 
by  the  context. 

Now  let  us  fuppofe  an  indefinite  number  of 
perfons  trading  feparately  from  hence  to  Africa ; 
their  having  quite  feparate  ftocks  muft  confe- 
quently  make  them  have  divided  interefts;  and 
as  we  cannot  reafonably  fuppofe  them  to  be  all 
equally  endowed  with  the  fame  neceffary  quali- 
fications, fo  they  muft  unavoidably  have  different 
views  and  rules  of  man^ment,  and  therefore  (for 
want  of  both  the  cor-relative  and  fubfervient 
means  of  afliftance  afore-mentioned)  the  generality 
of  thefe  feparate  adventurers,  trufting  moft  com- 
monly both  the  projeftion  and  abfolute  manage- 
ment of  the  voyage  to  their  refpeftive  Ihip- 
mafters,  who  indeed  are  as  ignorant  of  the  trade 
as  thofe  who  employ  them,  muft  of  courfe  come 
off^  with  lofs,  when  perhaps  fome  few  cunning 
and  defigning  perfons  among  them  may  get  fome 
private  advantage  to  themfelves,  at  the  expence 
of  irrecoverably  lofing  the  whole  trade  to  the  na- 
tion at  laft  -,  yea,  and  whenever  they  die,  their 
experience  dies  with  them. 

iithly.  In  all  remote  places  of 
trade,  the  countries  of  petty  Princes, 
with  whom  her  Majefty  cannot  con- 
veniently have  ftate  alliances  and 
regular  correfpondencies,  by  ambaf- 
fadors  or  other  publick  minifters, 
tJiere  is  a  neceffity  of  maintaining  a 

power 


The  11th 
argument  is 
drawn  from  the 
neceflity  of 
maintaining  a 
balance  of 
power  on  the 
coall  of  Africa. 
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power  equal  at  Icaft  with  that  of  other  European 
nations ;  without  which  it  is  obferved,  that  fuch 
petty  Princes,  by  the  cunning  defi^ns  of  ftronger 
powers,  have  often  been  drawn  into  contrafts, 
whereby,  for  fmall  confiderations,  they  agree  to 
exclude  all  other  nations  from  the  trade  of  their 
refpediive  countries.  Examples  of  this  nature  are 
frequent  *,  not  only  from  the  impofitions  of  the 
Dutch  Eaft-India  company  upon  the  natives  of 
Japan,  Amboyna,  PoUaroon,  PoUoway,  Dam, 
Macaflar,  Zelon,  Bantam,  &c.  but  likewife  from 
the  prafticcs  of  the  Dutch  Weft-India  company, 
who,  taking  example  by  the  former,  have  played 
the  fame  game  over  and  over  again  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa  •,  witnefs  particularly  their  having  con- 
trafted  with  the  natives  of  Fantyn,  to  pay  them  a 
good  round  fum  of  ready  money  in  hand,  befides 
a  certain  yearly  penfion,  in  confideration  of  their 
aid  in  expelling  the  Englifti  from  Cormonteen- 
Fort,  and  of  their  other  auxiliary  afliftances  ever 
fmce ;  f  under  the  pretext  of  which  methods  they 
fet  up  a  pretended  legal  title  for  juftifying  their 
proceedings  in  endeavouring  to  undermine  and 
exclude  the  Britifh,  and  all  other  European  na- 
tions, from  trading  upon  that  coaft,  fo  that,  al- 
though it  had  been  practicable  to  have  carried  on 

the 

•  Vide  the  96th  page  of  Sir  Jofiah  ChUd's  book,  formerly 
cited.  The  methods  of  the  Dutch  proceedings  in  all  fuch 
encroachments  upon  the  Engliih,  in  all  times,  having  been  to 
make  one  bold  flep,  and  then  fpend  fome  years  in  allaying  the 
noifc  of  that,  or  paying  for  it  not  the  hundredth  part  of  what 
the  concernment  of  it  is  worth  to  this  kingdom ;  and  when  the 
noife  of  that  is  well  allayed  or  bought  off  in  Europe,  then  to 
Jnake  a  new  encroachment.  So  they  began  at  Japan  and 
Amboyna,  and  fmce  that  deceived  us  of  Pollaroon  and  Polio- 
way,  then  of  Dam  and  Macaffar,  and  laflly  of  Bantam, 
moving  ilill  from  the  eafl  wellerly,  &c. 

t  Vide  the  Englifh  tranflation  of  Mr.  Bofman's  letters, 
pag.  5^,  6c  alibi. 
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the  trade  to  Africa  in  an  open  regulated  Way,  if 
other  nations  had  followed  the  fame  method 
(which  is  never  to  be  granted)  yet,  in  regard  that 
all  other  European  nations  do  trade  thither  by 
joint  flocks,  it  would  feem  as  unequal  a  match  to 
enter  and  engage  raw  and  unexperienced  private 
traders  ^ainft  luch  compared  and  united  confti- 
tutions  of  experienced  counfellors,  as  to  fight  a 
difordered  undifciplined  multitude  againft  a  well- 
governed  army  of  veteran  troops,  fupported  with 
an  inexhauflible  treafure. 

I2thly,  The  Dutch  Weft-India 
arJScnV^is  Company,  having  no  fettlements  or 
from  the  con-    plantations  in  the  Weft-Indies,  but 

^"^^'^Dutch  ^"^y  ^^^^  ^^  Curacoa,  a  mere  rock, 

company's^frt-  and  Surinam,   a  moft  unwholefome 

ting  now  on  country,   for  the  moft  part  under 

ifengSS  water,    and    therefore    fcarcely   im- 

the   ftapic  of  proveable  fo  as  to  quit  coft,  notwith- 

fugaw,  ar.they  ftanding  their  indefatiorable  and  very 

have    that    of        ,  9 1  i  ^      i    •      •        • 

fpicw.  chargeable  endeavours  for  bringing  it 

to  bear,  have,  it  feems,  bent  their 
thoughts  now  upon  fettling  fugar-plantations  on 
the  Gold-Coaft  of  Africa,  a  place  as  improveable 
as  the  beft  of  our  Weft-India  plantations.  They 
have  already  fent  for  *  200  Whidah  flaves,  and 
cxpeft,  by  their  next  fhipping  from  Holland,  all 
proper  materials  for  making  fugar  in  Guinea, 
wherein,  if  fuccefsful  (as  in  all  probability  they 
may  be,  if  not  counterafted  in  that  defign)  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  (confidering  the  multitudes  of 
negro-fiaves  oi\  that  coaft,  whofe  labour  is  very 
cheap,  and  the  fliortnefs  of  the  voyage  from  Hol- 
land to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  in  relped  of  that  to 
the  Eaft-Indies,  from  whence  they  already  import 

great 

•  Vide  Sir  Dalby  Thomas's  letter,  dated  at  Capc-Coaft-Cailk 
the  29th  of  July,  1708. 
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great  quantities  of  fugar)  that  in  fome  few  years 
time,  when  our  American  colonies  will  be  obliged 
to  make  fugar  at  fo  much  greater  charge  than  the 
Dutch  in  Africa,  they  may  be  able  to  imderfel  us 
by  very  much,  and  confequently  have  the  ftaple 
of  fugars  over  all  Europe,  as  they  have  already 
that  of  all  fpices  ;  which  confideration  alone  (bar- 
ring the  many  other  weighty  ones  formerly  men- 
tioned) is  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  open  our  eyes,  and 
convince  us  of  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  fpeedily 
fettling  and  fixing  our  trade  to  Africa  in  a  joint- 
ftock  company,  with  exclufive  and  other  fuitable 
privileges,  as  the  only  way  of  fplitting  and  de- 
feating the  defigns  of  our  competitors  in  that 
trade,  with  a  wedge  of  their  own  timber  ;  that  is, 
by  taking  fuch  proper  meafures  with  the  natives 
as  are  not  praAicable  to  be  done  in  the  method  of 
an  open  trade,  otherways  than  by  making  open 
war  upon  our  neighbours,  which  is  a  remedy,  I 
hope,  w€  (hall  not  run  ourfelves  upon. 

Several  other  arguments  might  alfo  be  offered, 
upon  the  fame  or  fuch-like  topicks,  for  carrying 
on  the  trade  to  Africa  by  a  joint-ftock,  with  ex- 
clufive privileges ;  but  more  arguments  being 
thought  needlefs  at  prefent,  I  ihall  rcfume  the  firlt 
queltion  ftated  in  the  introduftion.  Whether,  as 
we  are  now  circumftanced,  with  relation  to  our 
many  foreign  competitors  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
it  may  be  thought  more  advifeable,  for  the  na- 
tion's intercft  and  advant::ge,  to  carry  on  that 
trade  by  a  collective  fociety  of  capable  and  inttlli- 
gent  men,  having  one  and  the  fame  joint-Ilcck, 
intereft,  defigns  and  uniform  rules  of  government 
ana  management,  with  exclufive  privileges,  &c. 
or  by  all  fuch  perfons,  indiftinftly,  as  have  a 
mind  to  trade  thither,  when  and  how  they  pleafe. 

Vol,  V,  L  v/ith 
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\^ith  feparate  (locks,  divided  intcrefts,  and  diffe- 
rent deligns  and  rules  of  management  ? 

In  anfwer  to  which,  it  is  now  prcfumed,  that, 
upon  ferious  and  mature  confideration  of  all  the 
premiffes,  any  intelligent  and  impartial  reader  will 
be  inclinable  to  conclude, 

I  ft.  That  the  prefervation  and  Improvement 
of  the  trade  to  Africa  is  a  matter  of  very- 
high  importance  to  this  kingdom  and  the 
plantations  thereunto  belonging. 

2dly.  That  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 
coaft,  and  alliances  with  the  natives,  are 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  defence,  pre- 
fervation and  improvement  of  that  trade. 

3dly.  That  by  any  other  method,  than  that 
of  a  joint-ftock,  with  exclufive  privileges, 
the  faid  forts,  fettlements  and  alliances, 
can  never  be  effeftually  maintained,  and 
the  faid  trade  carried  on,  fo  as  to  be  made 
a  permanent,  creditable  and  advantageous 
trade  to  Britain. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Some  popular  objeStions  againji  fettling  and  car ^ 
rying  on  the  trade  to  Africa  by  an  exclujive 
joint-Jiock,  fairly  fated  and  anfvered. 

According  to  my  weak  conception  of  things, 
the  three  propofitions  concluding  the  former 
chapter,  are,  for  the  many  reafons  already  given, 
as  evident  and  demonftrable  truths  as  any  propo- 
fition  whatfoever,  of  which  we  can  have  only  a 
moral  certainty  ;  yet  fome  perfons  of  more  refined 
heads  (perhaps  to  fhew  their  parts,  or  rather  hu- 
mour) will  ftill  neverthelefs  be  raifmg  dull,  and 
ftarting  objeftions  againft  the  fame,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  though  more  efpecially  againft 
the  third  proposition,  until  the  wifdom  of  the 
parliament  think  fit  to  put  an  end  to  this  paper 
counter-fcuffle,  by  fettling  the  trade  to  Africa  on 
fuch  a  fixed  and  folid  foimdation  as  may  leave  no 
door  open  for  the  farther  cavilling  of  every  pre- 
tender. 

The  truth  is,  I  do  not  forefee  that  any  material 
objeftion  can  be  offered  againft  all,  or  either  of 
thefe  propofitions,  to  which  a  clear  folution  may 
not  be  had  out  of  fome  or  other  of  the  foregoing 
fheets  •,  but  left  the  advocates  for  an  open  trade  to 
Africa  may  have  any  feeming  pretence  left  for 
triumphing  before  viftory,  I  fhail  fairly  ftate  and 
anfwer  fuch  of  their  objeftions  as  occur  to  my 
memory  at  prefent,  with  promife  to  give  full  and 
particular  anfwers  to  fuch  others  as  they  fhall 
think  fit  to  exhibit,  after  the  perufai  of  this  trea- 
tife. 

L2  Ob* 
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Objection  I.  A  joint-ftock  company,  with 
exclullive  privileges,  is  a  monopolv  inconfiftenc 
with  the  natural  right  of  the  lubjeft,  and  the 
common  liberty  of  mankind. 

Answer.  This  argument  proves  cither  too 
much,  or  nothing  at  all ;  for  the  principle  upon 
which  it  is  raifed  ftrikes  at  the  very  root  and 
foundation  of  all  forts  of  government,  whether 
ecclefiaftick  or  civil.  But  the  general  good  of 
mankind  being  the  great  end  of  all  government, 
the  humours,  liberties,  yea,  and  private  interefts 
too,  of  particular  perfons,  muft  always  yield  and 
give  way  to  the  common  fafety  and  general  inte- 
reft  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  rationals.  Thus  it  is 
that  indefinite  numbers,  even  of  free-born  men, 
are,  contrary  to  their  own  natural  inclinations, 
frequently  prefled  for  the  publick  fervice  in  fleets 
and  armies.  We  fee  that,  in  the  cafe  of  a  fiege, 
fire,  or  the  like,  feveral  citizens  houfes  are  pulled 
down,  or  blown  up,  to  fave  the  whole  city ;  and 
the  hands  of  idiots,  lunaticks  and  furious  perfons 
tied  up,  by  fpecial  laws,  from  having  the  power 
of  hurting  themfelves  or  others.  Yea  farther, 
many  people  have  got  the  word  monopoly  in  their 
mouths,  who  know  or  confider  very  little  of 
either  its  fignification  or  import.  I  queftion  very 
much  whether  we,  of  this  ifland  in  particular, 
might  not  have  been  all  this  while  ftaked  down  to 
agriculture  only,  without  having  enjoyed  the  be- 
nefit of  thofe  many  advantages  produced  by  our 
late  improvements  in  navigation,  trade,  and  ma- 
niifaflures,  were  it  not  for  thofe  encouragements 
which  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  given,  by 
monopolies,  to  the  introducers  and  promoters  of 
all  mechanick  arts  and  other  ufeful  inventions 
among  us.  And  had  it  not  been  for  the  fame 
reafon,  I  know  not  why  all  the  country  gentlemen, 

farmers. 
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farmers,  yeomen,  and  others,  might  not  as  juftly 
raife  an  out^cry  againft  the  exclufive  privileges 
contained  in  the  fcveral  charters  of  all  the  cities, 
boroughs  and  corporations  in  Britain.  But  in- 
deed our  capacities  are  not  fo  comprehenfive,  nor 
our  abilities  fo  very  extraordinary,  but  that  one 
good  trade  and  calling  (if  duly  looked  after)  may 
nifficiently  ferve  and  employ  the  time  of  one  man; 
and  doubtlefs,  the  more  we  confine  ourfelves  to 
any  one  particular  employment,  the  more  expert 
we  muft  be  in  the  knowledge  and  praftice  thereof, 
which  is  another  great  reafon  why  the  charge  and 
management  of  all  difficult  undertakings  Ihould 
be  confined  to  certain  fets  of  men,  fet  apart  for 
making  the  profccution  thereof  the  chief  end  of 
their  ftudies. 

Object.  II.  The  limits  of  the  Royal  African 
Company's  charter  comprehends  no  leis  than  the 
trade  01  6000  miles  along  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
which  is  too  great  an  extent  to  be  trufted  to  the 
management  of  any  one  fociety  whatfoever. 

Answ.  The  grofs  of  all  the  trade  of  the  Royal 
African  Company,  the  private  traders,  and  all 
other  Europeans  whatfoever,  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  is  between  the  river  Senegal,  near  Cape- 
Verde,  and  Cape-Lopez  near  the  Line,  which 
comprehends  no  more  than  15  deg.  N.  Lat.  but 
by  reafon  of  the  coafts  winding  and  falling  in  to 
the  Eaftward,  the  meafure  by  land  muft  be  fome- 
thing  more  than  in  Lat,  And  if,  now  and  then,  fome 
few  Ihips  happen  to  trade  farther  to  the  North- 
ward, or  to  a  place  or  two  on  the  coaft  of  Angola, 
Southward,  yet  even  the  trade  of  thefe  is  within 
the  limits  of  Cape-Bianco,  in  20  deg.  N.  Lat.  and 
of  the  Southern  part  of  Angola,  to  about  10  deg. 
S.  Lat.  which  (barring  the  winding  of  the  coaft) 
will  not  be  the  third  part  of  the  limits  mentioned 
L3  in 
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in  the  objeftion ;  but  let  the  extent  of  the  Royal 
African  Company's  charter  be  what  it  will,  I  fup- 
pofe  from  Salle>  in  15  deg.  N.  Lat.  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  in  35  deg.  S.  Lat.  (which  I  am 
told  it  is)  1  fee  no  reafon  why  a  fociety,  efta- 
blifhed  for  the  prefervation  and  improvement  of 
that  trade,  for  the  general  advantage  of  Britain 
and  the  plantations  thereunto  belongmg,  ftiould 
be  crampt  in  either  their  privileges,  or  the  extent 
of  their  charter,  any  more  than  the  feveral  other 
trading  companies  eredted  by  foreign  kingdoms 
and  ftates  for  the  fame  or  the  like  ends,  efpecially 
when  we  look  back,  and  confider  that,  during  all 
the  feveral  periods  of  time  in  which  an  unre- 
ftrained  liberty  was  either  affumed  by,  or  allowed 
to  private  perfons,  to  encroach  upon  the  charter 
of  the  prefent  Royal  African  Company,  or  any  of 
their  predecefTors,  fince  ever  we  had  any  footing 
in  Africa,  the  trade  thither  always  declined  and 
came  to  little  or  nothing,  until  revived  and  re- 
ftored  again  by  fucceflive  new  grants,  with  exclu- 
five  privileges,  upon  every  fucn  occafion. 

Object.  III.  A  tmde  confined  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a  joint-ftock  company  is  commonly  car- 
ried on  from  the  port  of  the  metropolis  only,  and 
by  that  means  all  the  other  out-ports  of  the  king- 
dom are  virtually  excluded  from  having  any  fhare 
in  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  that  trade. 

Aksw.  This  may  feem  to  be  a  plaufible  objec- 
tion with  fome  inconfiderate  people,  but  has  in- 
deed nothing  in  it  at  all,  if  we  confider,  that  du- 
ring all  the  time  in  which  the  trade  to  Africa  has 
been  open  by  aft  of  parliament,  thele  1 1  years 
paft,  no  fhip  was  fent  thither  from  any  port  in 
England,  except  that  of  London,  and  lome  very 
few  from  Briftol,  and  two  or  three  from  Liver- 
pool, for  an  experiment,  in  the  beginning  •,  from 

which 
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which  laft  port  no  fliip  has  been  fent  thither  thefe 
fix  or  feven  years  paft,  for  the  reafons  given 
page  105.  So  that  truly,  whether  the  trade  to 
Africa  be  carried  on  exclufively,  or  in  an  open 
method,  it  is,  and  always  will  be,  much  at  one 
with  refpedt  to  all  the  out-ports  of  the  kingdom, 
for  a  fortable  cargo,  proper  for  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
cannot  be  conveniently  had  at  any  other  port  than 
that  of  London  only ;  nor  can  it  be  denied  but 
that,  for  lading  even  thefe  few  fhips  which  have 
been  fent  from  Briftol,  fome  parts  of  their  re* 
Ipeftive  cargoes  were  fent  by  land-carriages  from 
London ;  yea,  formerly  no  Ihips  were  fent  from 
the  port  of  London  itfelf,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
but  what  had  the  chief  part  of  their  cargoes  from 
Holland,  until  the  prefent  Royal  African  Com- 
pany introduced  and  encouraged  the  firft  making 
of  feveral  of  our  manufaftures  here,  which  are 
proper  for  the  trade  of  that  coaft. 

Object.  IV.  If  the  trade  to  Africa  be  confined, 
fo  as  to  be  carried  on  by  a  joint-ftock  only,  thofe 
who  have  lately  united  with  us  (meaning  Scotland) 
will  be  thereby  excluded  from  having  any  fhare  in 
that  trade ;  and  the  hopes  of  making  advant^es 
by  trade  being  the  chief  motives  which  induced 
them  to  ^ee  to  the  Union,  it  were  unreafonable 
to  fruftrate  their  expectations,  fo  far  as  to  fliut 
them  out,  for  good  and  all,  from  the  right  of 
trading  to  fo  extenfive  a  part  of  the  world  as  the 
coaft  of  Africa. 

Answ.  This  objeftion  is  much  of  the  fame  na- 
ture with  the  immediate  preceding  one,  and 
therefore  the  fame  anfwer  given  to  the  former 
may,  in  a  great  meafure,  ferve  this.  However, 
for  the  farther  fatisfaftion  of  thofe  who  have 
lately  united  with  us,  this  objeftion  fliall  be  more 
particularly  confidered  in  its  nill  force. 

L4  In 
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In  the  year  1695,  Scotland  eftablifhed  a  com- 
pany, by  an  aft  of  the  parliament  of  that  king- 
dom, for  trading  to  Africa  and  both  the  Indies  ; 
and  as  the  defign  was  generally  allowed  to  be 
very  noble  in  itfelf,  fo  was  the  conftitution  moft 
fuitable  to  the  defign.  But  having  neither  ftrength 
enough,  nor  a  fufficient  ftock  of  their  own,  for 
profecuting  fo  great  and  extenfive  an  undertaking, 
and  being  fruftrated  of  the  affiftance  which  they 
cxpefted  from  "hence,  and  from  fome  parts  be- 
yond fea,  and  Scotland  itfelf  not  producing  car- 
goes of  fortable  goods  proper  for  either  the  trade 
to  Africa  or  that  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  they  feemed, 
in  fome  manner,  to  lay  afide,  or  at  leaft  fufpend, 
any  defign  of  trading  to  thefe  two  parts  of  the 
world  for  fome   time,    and  bent  their  thoughts 
chiefly  on  fettling  a  colony  in  America,  to  com- 
pafs  which  they  made  indeed  a  confiderable  ef- 
fort ;  but  the  encouraging  that  project  not  being 
then  thought  coniifcent  with  the  intereft  of  Eng- 
land, in  a  feparate  ftate,  and  the  conftitution  of 
that  company  being  thought  incompatible  with 
the  laws  of  England,  in  an  united  ftate,  it  was 
agreed  that,  by  the  late  union  of  both  kingdoms, 
that  company  fhould  be  diffolved  •,  and  as  to  all 
foreign  trade,  and  the  laws  concerning  export  and 
import,  Scotland  is  now  under  the  fame  predica^ 
ment  with  all  the  other  parts  of  the  united  king- 
dom of  Great-Britain. 

I  have  been  at  fome  pains  to  inform  myfelf 
concerning  the  proceedings  of  that  company  of 
Scotland,  and  do  not  find  that  ever  they  fent  any 
Ihip  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  except  one,  and  the 
outward  cargo  of  that  one  itfelf  was  brought 
from  Holland  to  Lcith,  which  now  is  not  prafti- 
cable  by  law ;  and  though,  by  the  Union,  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  are  entitled  to  the  fame 

freedom 
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freedom  of  trading  to  Africa  which  the  inhabitants 
of  all  the  other  ports  of  the  united  kingdom  have, 
yet  there  has  not  been  fo  much  as  any  one  fingle 
fliip  fent  from  Scotland  to  Africa  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Union  5  which  (hews  evidently, 
that  either  they  have  no  great  inclination,  or  that, 
of  themfelves,  they  are  under  fome  infuperable 
incapacity  for  profecuting  fo  hazardous  and  diffi- 
cult a  trade :  fo  that,  indeed,  any  well-grounded 
hopes  which  the  gentlemen  of  that  country  can  be 
fuppofed  to  have,  of  fliaring  in  the  particular 
advantages  to  be  had  by  the  African  trade,  muft 
be  only  from  a  joint-ftock  company ;  for,  as  they 
are  equally  free  with  the  other  fubje<5b  of  Great- 
Britain  to  become  adventurers  in  the  joint-ftock 
propofed,  and  confequently  to  have  a  proportional 
fliare  of  the  profits,  fo  a  company,  having  the 
fole  management  and  direction  of  the  trade,  may 
order  matters  fo  as  to  lade  a  ihip  or  fhips  for 
Africa,  from  any  convenient  port  or  ports  of  the 
united  kingdom,  where  a  lading  may  be  had, 
either  of  provifions  or  any  other  conunodity  what- 
foever,  proper  for  the  coaft  of  Africa,  without 
being  neceflarily  obliged  to  fend  a  fortable  cargo 
from  thence,  becaufe,  to  anfwer  that  again,  they 
may  fend  little  or  nothing  of  thefe  particular 
commodities  in  their  other  fhips  ;  whereas,  in  the 
method  of  an  open  trade,  particular  private  tra- 
ders, having  different  interefb,  cannot  pofUbly 
have  fo  extenfive  or  comprehenfive  a  view  of  the 
trade  at  once,  as  a  fociety  acting  by  certain  uni- 
form rules  of  management  can  have ;  and  there- 
fore every  private  trader  minding  only  his  own 
private  concern  and  prefent  gain,  the  trade  muft 
of  courfe,  as  it  is  now,  be  confined  to  that  port 
where  all  and  every  one  of  them  can  have  fortable 
cargoes,  unlefs  an  exclufive  joint-ftock  company 
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be  eftablifhed,  and,  upon  trial,  find  it  practicable 
to  contrive  matters  otherways. 

I  can  very  juftly  aver,  that  I  wifh  as  well  to 
the  intereft  of  thofe  who  are  lately  united  with  us 
as  any  of  the  feparate  traders  can  do,  though, 
under  the  colour  of  a  piece  of  pretended  juftice  to 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  they  would,  for 
their  own  felfilh  ends,  keep  us  ftill  groping  in 
the  dark,  while  they  themfelves  would  be  filhing 
in  troubled  waters,  I  own  I  have  too  honourable 
an  opinion  of  the  worthy  and  ingenious  gentlemen 
of  that  country,  ever  to  fuppofe,  and  much  Icfs  to 
believe,  that,  like  the  dog  in  the  fable,  they  will 
neither  do,  nor  let  do ;  that  is,  that,  for  the  fake 
of  retaining  a  mere  imaginary  fruitlefs  right  of 
trading  to  a  part  of  the  world  for  which  they  have 
not  the  proper  fubjeft  or  medium  of  trade,  they 
would  obftruft  the  generous  endeavours  of  others 
in  purfuing  a  national  defign,  which  (if  fuccefsful) 
muft  naturally  diflfufe  its  advantages,  in  fome  re- 
fped  or  other,  throughout  the  whole  imited  king- 
dom, by  adding  to  the  ftrcngth,  riches,  power 
and  credit  thereof. 

Object.  V.  By  confining  thp  African  trade  to 
a  joint-ftock  company,  all  the  profits  and  advan- 
tages thereof  can  redound  only  to  a  fmall  number 
of  adventurers  immediately  concerned  in  that 
ftock ;  whereas,  by  having  the  trade  open  in  the 
method  of  a  regulated  company,  like  that  to 
Turkey,  vaft  numbers  of  all  her  Majefty's  fub- 
jefts  may  have  a  (hare  of  the  profits. 

Answ.  This  objeftion  is  already  more  than 
fufficiently  obviated  by  the  feveral  arguments  con- 
tained in  the  preceding  chapter,  concerning  the 
nature  of  a  joint-ftock  -,  and  indeed  the  very  re- 
verie of  what  is  fuggefted  in  this  objeftion,  will, 
upon  examination,  be  found  to  be  true  •,  for  great 
3  numbers 
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numbers  of  perfons  of  all  ranks,  men,  women 
and  children,  may  very  well  be  concerned  in  an 
cxclufive  joint-ftock,  for  the  reafons  particularly 
mentioned  in  the  loth  argument  of  the  aforefaid 
preceding  chapter,  and,  de  fafto,  it  always  hap- 
pens fo.  But  when  an  intricate  trade,  attended 
with  many  difficulties,  like  that  to  Africa,  is  car- 
ried on  in  any  open  method  whatfoever,  without 
a  joint-ftock,  the  trade,  and  all  the  profits  which 
can  be  made  by  it,  muft  unavoidably,  in  fome 
fliort  procefs  of  time,  fall  of  courfe  into  the  hands 
of  fome  few  particular  perfons,  whole  cunning 
will  out-do  that  of  their  neighbours  •,  yea,  and  if 
the  conftitution  of  the  Turkey  company  were 
made  the  model  by  which  the  African  trade 
fhould  be  regulated,  the  far  greater  part  of  all  the 
feparate  traders  themfelves,  who  now  urge  that 
method,  would  be  thereby  excluded  as  illegiti- 
mate perfons,  that  is,  as  not  being  qualified  in 
the  terms  of  that  conftitution. 

Object,  VI.  A  joint-ftock  company  is  good 
for  nothing,  but  to  carry  on  a  ftock -jobbing  trade, 
and  the  prefent  Royal  African  Company  have 
cheated  the  nation  by  ftock-jobbing,  and  dividing 
their  ftock  among  the  feveral  adventurers,  by 
which  means  their  ftock  is  become  worth  little  or 
nothing. 

Answ.  At  firft  view,  this  feems  to  be  a  very 
heavy  charge,  though  indeed  it  imports  but 
little.  There  was  never  yet  any  great  convenience 
or  advantage  in  the  management  of  any  worldly 
concern,  which  has  not  been  attended  with  fome 
certain  inconvenience  or  other. 

^^  Commoditas  omnis  fua  fert  incommoda  (ecum.** 

But 
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But  to  argue  fo  as  to  condemn  the  ufc  of  any 
thing  from  the  abufe  thereof,  is  fuch  a  method  of 
reafoning  as  can  never  pafs  with  men  of  found 
and  unbiaflcd  judgments  •,  for  one  might,  with  as 
much  reafon,  conclude,  that  if,  in  Ibnie  former 
ages,  there  has  happened  to  be,  here  and  there,  a 
bifhop  who  did  not  live  up  to  the  dignity  of  that 
charafter,  but  was  guilty  of  fome  grofs  immorali- 
ties, therefore  the  office  of  a  bilhop  was  bad  in 
itfelf.  I  am  fure  this  would  be  reckoned  a  very 
ridiculous  way  of  arguing,  and  yet  the  firft  part 
of  the  objedtion  is  the  very  fame  upon  the  matter. 

It  is  no  concern  of  mine  to  plead  in  defence  of 
ftock-jobbing  -,  however,  fuppofing  (for  example) 
that  any  of  the  adventurers  in  the  joint-ftock  of 
the  Royal  African  Company  thinks  fit  to  fell  his 
Ihares,  as  being  his  own  property,  and  perhaps 
the  next  day  again  buys  more  fhares  of  that  or 
any  other  (lock,  from  other  hands  (which  is  called 
ftock-jobbing)  what  can  the  general  ftock  of  the 
company  be  either  the  better  or  worfe  for  any  ima- 
ginary value  that  fiich  particular  perfons  may  feem 
to  put  upon  it  ?  But  whatever  may  be  in  that,  is 
this  a  praftice  peculiar  to  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany only  ?  No  •,  let  any  man  read  but  the  comhion 
news-papers,  and  he  will  fee  the  fame  praftice  in  re- 
lation to  all  other  ftocks  at  home  and  abroad ;  and, 
if  it  be  an  abufe,  have  we  not  alfo  tally-jobbers, 
land-jobbers,  houfe-jobbers,  horfe-jobbers,  and 
many  other  jobbers  too,  who  ftand  more  in  need 
of  a  reformation. 

Then,  as  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  objeftion, 
although  it  had  been  true,  as  it  is  not,  it  would  be 
only  argumentum  ad  hominem,  and  nothing  at  all 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  thing  itfelf;  yea,  the  ma- 
nagers of  the  Royal  African  Company  (who  doubt- 
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lefs  are  the  perfbns  pointed  at  in  the  objedlion) 
have  ah-eady  openly  declared,  that,  by  particulars, 
and  proper  vouchers  ready  to  be  produced  to  the 
parliament,  they  can  make  it  unqucftionably  ap- 
pear, that,  during  the  laft  and  prefent  war,  the 
company's  cafual  lolles,  by  frequent  captures  and 
otherways,  have  been  upwards  of  400,000  /.  and 
that  the  fmall  dividends  made  among  the  adven- 
turers, were,  in  efFeft,  but  in  the  nature  of  pre- 
miums and  encouragements  for  contributing  much 
larger  fums,  from  time  to  time,  for  upholding 
and  carrying  on  the  trade,  and  preferving  their 
forts  and  fettlements,  until  a  convenient  opportu- 
nity (hould  offer  for  laying  their  grievances  before 
the  parliament.  And  if  the  company's  ftock  be 
not  now  in  fo  good  a  condition  as  were  to  be 
wiflied,  the  many  concurring  reafons  already 
given,  in  the  foregoing  fheets,  do  fufficiently 
evince  that  the  managers  are  not  juftly  charge- 
able with  the  invidious  imputation  of  having 
mif-cmployed  either  their  time  or  talent,  but  that 
the  lownefe  of  their  ftock  is  altogether  owing  to 
Qthcr  fupervenicnt  caufes^ 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Some  reafons  humbly  offered  for  committing  the 
management  of  the  African  trade  to  the 
Royal  African  Company. 

WHAT  now  remains  to  be  confidered  is, 
in  cafe  the  wifdom  of  the  parliament 
Ihall  thmk  fk  to  fettle  the  trade  to  Africa  (as  it 
is  hoped  they  will)  upon  the  foot  of  a  joint-ftock, 
with  exclufive  privileges,  who  fhould  be  the 
raifers  of  that  joint-ftock,  and  be  entrufted  with 
the  management  of  the  trade. 

No  doubt,  her  Majefty  and  both  the  houfes  of 
parliament  are  the  only  judges  who  can  beft  de- 
termine that  matter ;  however,  the  moft  probable 
and  equitable  view  thereof,  which  occurs  at  pre- 
fent,  is,  that  the  Royal  African  Company  have 
already,  by  their  petition  to  the  honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons,  fi^nified  their  willingnefs  to  raife  a 
llock  fufficient  for  the  prefervation  and  improve- 
ment of  that  trade,  in  all  the  branches  thereof, 
provided  they  be  eftablifhed,  by  aft  of  parliament, 
on  the  foot  of  fome  fixt  conftitution,  fuitable  to 
the  nature  and  circum (lances  of  that  trade ;  and 
they  have  alfo,  by  their  publick  advertifement  in 
the  Gazette,  fignified  their  willingnefs  to  admit 
all  fuch  perfons  as  have  a  mind  to  become  joint 
adventurers  with  them,  by  raifmg  any  part  of  the 
needful  ftock,  upon  equitable  terms. 

Now,  in  cafe  there  fhould  happen  to  be  any 
competition  in  point  of  preference,  as  to  the  per- 
fons to  be  entrufted  with  the  management  of  that 
trade,  upon  the  foot  of  an  exclufive  conftitution. 
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I  muft  own  that,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the 
Royal  African  Company  has  an  equitable  claim  of 
preference  in  that  matter,  antecedent  to  that  of 
any  other  pretender  whatfoever.     For, 

I.  When  the  African  trade  was  in  a  manner 
wholly  loft  to  the  nation,  in  the  time  of  the  1^ 
Dutch  war,  it  is  well  known  what  pains  were 
taken  by  the  King  and  government,  at  that  time, 
to  perfuade  people  to  fubfcribe  to  a  joint-ftock, 
for  the  recovery,  prcfervation  and  improvement 
of  that  trade  •,  and  that,  upon  the  publick  faith 
of  an  exclufive  charter,  granted  then  to  the  pre- 
fent  Royal  African  Company  (which  was,  at  that 
time,  conceived  to  be  an  indubitable  fecurity) 
they  were  induced  not  only  to  raife  the  joint-ftock 
then  propofcd,  but  of  coiirfe  engaged  likewife  to 
contribute  and  launch  out  feveral  vaft  additional 
llims,  from  time  to  time,  ever  fince,  for  the  pur- 
rhafing,  building,  repairing  and  maintaining  of 
forts,  factories  and  lettlements  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  for  the  prefervation  and  improvement 
of  that  trade  5  which,  beyond  ail  peradventure, 
neither  they,  nor  any  other  fet  of  men  in  the 
kingdom  would  have  done,  if  they  had  then 
fufpefted,  in  the  leatt,  that  others  Ihould  have 
the  benefit  of  building  upon  the  foundation  which 
ihey  laid. 

IL  Though  charters  under  the  Great  Seal  are 
not  now  looked  upon  as  an  unqueftlonable  right, 
having  all  the  folemnities  requifite  by  law,  unlefs 
they  be  confirmed  by  at5t  of  parUament,  yet  cer- 
tainly, when  charters  are  granted  for  fuch  onerous 
caufes  and  confiderations  as  thofe  for  which  the 
Rcjyal  African  Company's  charter  v/as  granted, 
and  elpecially  confidcring  how  far  the  granting 
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thereof  has  been  the  means  of  involving  the  com- 
pany in  many  difEculties,  upon  a  national  ac- 
count, fuch  charters  may,  at  leaft,  be  reckoned 
an  argument  to  move  the  Parliament  to  have  an 
equitable  regard  to  the  company's  circumftances, 
and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  recovering 
their  loffcs,  by  preferring  them  to  any  other  in- 
trudina  pretender  in  the  management  of  the  trade 
to  Africa,  the  prefervation  of  which  to  the  na- 
tion has  already  coft  the  company  fo  dear. 

III.  By  continuing  the  management  of  the 
trade  to  Africa  in  the  hands  of  the  Royal  African 
Company,  and  fuch  others  as  fhall  think  fit  to 
join  with  them  in  the  intended  new  flock,  upon 
the  foot  of  a  fixed  parliamentary  conflitutiori,  the 
trade  may  be  carried  on  to  far  greater  advantages, 
in  all  relpefts  whatfoever,  than  can  reafonably  be 
expefted  from  the  hands  of  any  other  fet  of  men 
in  the  kingdom,  who  were  to  begin  upon  a  quite 
new  foot ;  for  the  forts,  faftories  and  fettlements 
which  the  company  have  already  in  their  poflef- 
fion,  the  flanding  alliances  which  they  have  in 
force  with  the  natives,  the  obfervation,  know- 
ledge and  experience  which  they  have  of  the  na- 
ture and  circumflances  of  the  trade,  and  of  the 
mofl  effeftual  methods  of  praftifmg  upon  the  na- 
tives, for  counter-afting  and  defeatmg  the  defigns 
of  all  foreign  competitors  in  the  trade  of  uiat 
coaft,  and  their  being,  all  along  to  this  hour,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  regular  trade  (though  under  the 
prefTure  of  many  difficulties,  occafioned  by  fuper- 
venient  and  indireft  caufes)  are  advantages  which, 
if  yet  to  be  procured  and  obtained,  would  doubt- 
lefs  be  a  very  chargeable  and  difficult  tafk  to  a 
much  more  capable  fet  of  men  than  thofe  who,  at 
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this  tinie,  for  their  own  ends,  feem  to  flight  thofe 
advantages  lb  much  as  they  do. 

IV.  By  the  many  advantages  which  the  African 
trade  did  produce  to  the  nation,  during  the  fhort 
time  that  the  Royal  African  Company  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  their  charter  exciulivcly,  before  the 
Revolution  *,  it  is  evident  that  they  managed  that 
trade  with  abundance  of  dexterity  and  application, 
with  refped  to  a  national  intereit  j  and  therefore 
it  may  juftly  be  fuppofed,  that  if  they  were  once 
cftabliihed  by  a  parliamentary  conftitution,  and 
were  again  encouraged  and  protefted  by  the  go- 
vernment, they  would  ftill  extend  their  acquili- 
tions  and  improvements  in  that  trade,  to  the  ge- 
neral intereft  and  fatisfaftion  of  the  nation ;  yea, 
the  very  journals  and  records  of  the  company  may 
be  of  greater  ufe  to  them,  in  their  deliberations 
about  the  taking  fuitable  meafures,  upon  feveral 
occafions  which  may  happen  in  the  profecution  of 
their  defigns,  than  fome  people  can  readily  ima- 
gine. 

And  if  it  fhould  be  pretended  that  the  feparate 
traders  have  acquired  abundance  of  knowledge 
and  experience  in  that  trade,  fince  the  fame  has 
been  laid  open,  I  have  fome  ground  to  believe 
that  the  greateft  part  of  this  their  boafted  know- 
ledge and  experience  in  the  African  trade  (fuch  as 
it  is)  is  derived  chiefly  from  fome  deferters,  who 
have  been  debauched  and  feduced  out  of  the 
company's  fervice  \  and  how  far  the  veracity, 
probity  or  integrity  of  fuch  perfons  ought  to  be 
relied  on,  I  leave  the  reader  to  judge. 

•  Vide  Page  88. 
Vol.  V  M  Act 
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THOUGH  the  points  of  faft  charged  in 
thefe  Refleftions,  either  on  the  agents  of 
the  Dutch  company,  or  the  Englifti  feparate 
traders,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  do  generally  carry 
their  proofs  alon^  with  them,  yet,  if  it  be  found 
that  the  verity  orfuch  of  them  as  are  material  will 
be  queftioned  (v/hich  it  is  thought  they  will  not) 
then  the  parcicular  vouchers  of  thefe,  together 
with  fome  further  confiderations  thereupon,  fhall 
be  printed  apart,  in  an  Appendix  to  thefe  Re- 
flexions. 


REFLECTIONS 

UPON    THE 

CONSTITUTION 

AND 

MANAGEMENT 

O  F    T  HB 

Trade  to  Africa, 

THROUGH 

The  whole  Courfe  and  Progrefs  thereof,  from 
the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century,  to  this 
Time. 

WHEREIN 

The  Nature  and  uncommon  Circumftances  of  that 
Trade  are  particularly  confidered,  and  all  the 
Arguments  urged  alternately  by  the  two  con- 
tending Parties  here,  touching  the  different  Me- 
thods now  propofed  by  them,  for  carrying  on 
the  fame  to  a  national  Advantage,  impartially 
(bated  and  confidered. 

BY    ALL    WHICH 

A  clear  View  is  given  of  fuch  a  Conftitution,  as  (if 
eftabliflied  by  Act  of  Parliament)  would,  in  all  Pro- 
bability, render  the  African  Trade  a  permanent, 
creditable  and  advantageous  Trade  to  Britain. 

PART     II. 

Senec.  Here,  furcns. 
^od  qui/que  facit  patitur^  auiiorem  fceltis  rgpitli^  juoqia 
premitur  exemplcy  noctui. 
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PRE      FACE. 

WHOEVER  adventures  to  write  j^nft 
any  party,  efpecially  fuch  a  clamorous 
one  as  I  have  entered  the  lifts  with, 
had  need  be  previoufly  well  affured,  that  he  has  a 
great  deal  of  reafon  and  juftice  on  his  fide.  For 
my  part,  I  folemnly  protefs,  that  (according  to 
the  beft  of  my  judgment)  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
that  I  have  a  very  tenable  and  juftifiable  argu- 
ment on  the  fide  which  I  have  chofen,  if  it  do 
not  happen  to  mifcarry  in  my  hands,  for  not 
having  a  better  advocate  to  manage  it  •,  however, 
I  ihall  be  well  fatisfied  if  the  following  fheets 
meet  with  no  worfe  reception,  in  the  opinion  of 
judicious  readers,  than  my  firft  eflay  upon  this 
fubjeft  has  already  met  with ;  which  indeed  gave 
me  the  neater  affurance  to  make  this  fecond  at- 
tempt, for  their  farther  fatisfaftion. 

I  defigned  indeed  to  have  fubjoined  particular 
reflections  to  each  of  the  extrafts  which  compofe 
the  three  firft  chapters,  according  to  their  re- 
Ipeftive  numbers  upon  the  margin  •,  but  the  truth 
is,  the  matter  here  treated  of  being  likely  to  fall 
under  the  confideration  of  the  honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons  on  Friday  next,  and  this  being 
chiefly  defigned  for  their  previous  information,  it 
is  with  fome  difficulty  that  thefe  extradls  them- 
felves  could  be  tolerably  methodized,  tranfcribed 
and  printed  (even  in  fuch  manner  as  they  are) 
within  the  compafs  of  eight  days  time,  efpecially 
when  the  feafon  is  fo  very  unfavourable  for  print- 
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ing ;  fo  that,  if  the  work  be  not  fo  compleat  as  I 
could  have  wilh*d  to  have  had  it,  it  is  not  for 
want  of  matter,  but  of  time. 

I  muft  own  lilcewife,  that  the  feveral  points  now 
controverted,  in  relation  to  the  trade  to  Africa, 
are  fo  very  fully  and  particularly  touched  (though 
in  an  inrerfperfed  manner)  in  the  aforefaid  extracts, 
if  jointly  confidered,  that  there  feems  to  be  but 
little  room  kft  for  a  commentator,  except  only 
for  the  fake  of  iliuftration,  and  to  render  the  fub- 
jeft-matter  more  agreeable  to  the  reader. 

The  contents  of  the  fourth  chapter  are  founded 
partly  upon  letters  of  advice  from  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  partly  upon  the  living  teftimonies  of 
feverLi  perfons  come  from  thence,  who  are  now 
here  in  this  city,  ready  to  juftify  the  fame. 

Left  any  perfon  who  reads  the  following  fheets 
Ihould  happen  to  be  io  far  a  fceptick  as  to  queftion 
the  authenticknefs  of  the  feveral  extracts  therein 
contained,  I  hereby  affure  him,  that  the  originals 
thereof,  with  many  more  of  the  fame  kind,  may 
be  feen  at  the  Royal  African  Company's  houfe, 
and  that,  for  my  own  fatisfaftion,  I  have  now 
lying  by  me  duplicates  of  thefe,  attefted,  fome  by 
the  company's  fecretary,  and  fome  by  two  of  his 
clerks. 

I  defigned  (for  the  reader's  more  diftinft  view) 
to  have  made  marginal  abbreviations  to  this  fecond 
part  likcwife,  but  time  would  not  permit. 
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REFLECTIONS 

UPON    THE 

Conftitution  and  Management 

O  F    T  H  E 

African    Trade,   ^c. 

PART      II. 

INTRODUCTION. 

THERE  are  fome  people  in  the  world, 
who,  from  a  miftaken  notion  of  honour, 
think  themfelves  obliged  to  juftify  and 
maintain  whatever  they  happen  once  to  affert 
dogmatically,  in  any  publick  manner,  though 
never  fo  ill-grounded,  as  if,  forfooth,  we  were  of 
ourfelves  fo  infallible  in  our  conceptions  and  judg- 
ments of  things,  that  we  could  not  be  impofed 
upon,  either  by  mif-information  or  otherways ; 
and  the  worft  or  it  is,  that  people  of  that  tenacious 
temper  are  commonly  fo  full  of  refentment  againft 
the  authors  of  any  concluding  and  pointed  argu- 

M  4  ment. 
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ment,  touching  their  own  beloved  poutions,  that 
a  man  who  writes  his  mind  freely  and  fincerely, 
in  relation  to  any  publick  and  national  affairs, 
very  often  runs  the  hazard  of  offending  perfons, 
againft  whom  he  may  be  fo  far  from  having  any 
perfonal  prejudice,  that  poffibly,  on  the  contrary, 
he  may  honour  and  regard  them  very  much,  in 
all  other  refpeds  whatfoever. 

Without  any  regard  to  the  particular  difpute 
between  the  Royal  African  Company  and  the  fe- 
parate  traders,  concerning  their  feveral  and  re- 
ipeftive  private  interefts,  I  firil  of  all  reafoned 
myfelf  into  an  opinion,  that  the  trade  to  Africa 
could  not  be  carried  on  fccurely,  creditably,  and 
advantageoufly,  for  the  common  intereft  of  Bri- 
tain, and  the  plantations  thereunto  belonging, 
by  any  other  method  than  that  of  an  exclufive 
joint-ilock  company  ;  and  in  purfuing  that  argu- 
ment, and  fearching  for  proper  materials  to  main- 
tain and  fupport  it,  I  could  not  forbear  making 
thofe  natural  obfervations  on  the  ufage  which  the 
Royal  African  Company  met  with,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  in  the  progreis  of  their  trade,  thefe 
20  years  pait,  which  ot  courfe  (I  own)  wrought 
upon  my  inclinations  fo  far,  as  to  become,  in 
fome  meafure,  a  partizan  for  them. 

However,  I  have,  in  the  Firft  Part  of  thefe 
Refleftions,  ftudioufly  avoided  mentioning  the 
particular  names  and  defignations  of  fuch  private 
traders,  or  others,  as  have  been  the  immediate  in- 
ftruments  of  injuring  the  company's  intereft, 
either  abroad  or  at  home,  hoping  to  have,  by 
reafonable  arguments,  reclaimed  them  from  per- 
fevering  in  either  die  commiffion  or  juftification 
of  fuch  praftices  as  are  there  pointed  at. 

But  underftanding  that  the  feparate  traders  have, 

fmcc  the  publifhing  of  that  treatife,  exerted  their 

I  utmoft 
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utmcrtl  endeavours  to  difcredit  (as  much  as  they 
can)  the  verity  of  the  feveral  matters  of  faft  therein 
narrated,  with  relation  to  either  the  agents  of  the 
Dutch  Weft-India  Company,  the  feparate  traders, 
or  the  natives  of  the  coaft  of  Africa  refpeftively, 
thefe  gentlemen  muft  blame  themfelves,  if,  con- 
trary to  my  inclination,  they  extort  from  me  now 
a  particular  condefcendance  on  the  names  and  dc- 
fignations  of  fome  of  their  own  number,  who  have 
committed  the  feveral  grofs  frauds  and  abufes 
complained  of  as  aforefaid,  together  with  the  ag- 
gravating circu  Pittances  thereof,  with  refpcft  to 
time  and  place  :  and  in  fo  doing,  I  have  the  joint 
authority  of  maiiy  eminent  divines  on  my  fide, 
"  That  too  much  lenity  or  indulgence  to  the 
committers  of  iniquity,  is  oftentimes  cruelty  to 
the  innocent  and  oppreffed." 

I  could  eafily  have  fwelled  the  following  fheets 
to  a  great  bulk,  if  I  would  look  back  fo  tar  as  to 
recite  all  the  inllances  which,  I  find,  the  company 
could  give  of  abufes  committed  againft  them,  by 
interlopers  and  the  agents  of  foreign  competitors 
in  the  progrefs  of  their  trade,  before  the  fame  was, 
in  the  year  1697,  laid  open  by  aft  of  parliament ; 
fo  I  have  therefore  confined  myfelf,  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  to  fuch  as  have  been  committed  againft 
them  fince  that  time  only.  Nor,  upon  due  confi- 
deration,  can  it  well  be  fuppofed,  that  even  the 
tenth  p<irt  of  thefe  abufes,  which  have,  at  any  time, 
been  committed  by  private  traders,  in  fo  extended 
and  remote  a  part  of  the  world  as  the  coaft  of 
Africa  is,  could  have  come  to  the  company's 
knowledge,  and  much  lefs  to  mine :  fo  that  the 
following  inftances  may  juftly  be  reckoned  as  only 
fome  of  many  more  of  the  fame  kind,  which,  upon 
further  enquiry,  may  happen  to  be  difcovercd  in 
pro^efs  or  time. 

CHAR 
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Some  extroBs  offucb  written  teftimonies  as  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  Royal  African  Com^ 
panyy  concerning  fever al  abufes  committed  by 
the  feparate  traders  at  or  near  the  River 
Gambia y  on  the  north  coaji  of  Africa. 

York-Ifland,  in  the  River  Sherbrow, 
January  the  17th,  1697-8. 

I.  **  ly  ^Emorandum,  that  on  the  9th  day  of 
"  JlVX  ^his  inftant,  the  fhip  New-London, 
*'  Mr.  Robert  Ford  commander,  and  the  fhip 
**  Emprefs,  Mr.  Henry  Pittman  commander, 
*'  came  both  into  the  faid  river. 

''  The  fhip  Emprefs  came  within  a  league  of 
**  our  faftory,  and  there  anchored.  Captain  Ford, 
**  with  his  fhip  the  New-London,  came  only  to 
*'  Bob-Ifland,  and  not  farther  up ;  however,  he 
*'  went  in  his  boat  up  to  Matthew  Skinner's,  the 
*'  chief  wood-faftor  here,  and  llaid  three  days  : 
**  at  his  return  he  flopt  here,  afked  how  we  all 
*'  did,  and  fo  went  on  board  the  fhip  Emprefs, 
**  and  then  on  board  his  own  fhip  the  New-Lon- 
*'  don,  where,  upon  his  arrival,  he  and  his  com- 
*'  pany  combined  together,  and  feized  and  fecured 
"  to  the  number  of  16  men,  natives  of  the  coun- 
**  try,  and  put  thera  in  irons,  with  an  intent  to 
*'  carry  them  into  the  Weft-Indies  •,  moreover, 
"  they  killed  two  other  men,  which  fo  incenfed 
"  the  whole  country,  that  feveral  hundreds  of 
*'  people  flocked  and  bodied  on  this  faftory,  with 
"  an  intent  to  cut  us  dl  off-,  fo  that  we,  being  in 
"  jeopardy  of  our  lives,  were  forced  to  take  to 
I  «  the 
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"  the  great  houfe,  and  every  man  to  Hand  to  his 
**  arms  in  his  own  defence.  Some  then  on  board 
*'  negotiating  for  us,  were  taken,  and  put  us  alfo 
**  to  the  log  for  a  time  :  and  all  this  occafioned 
**  by  the  aforefaid  Captain  Ford,  who  himfelf  not 
•*  only  feized  our  Blacks,  but  the  Blacks,  for  his 
**  default,  feized  and  fecured  our  white  men. 
*'  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fet  our 
**  hands, 

Henry  Pittman. 

Richard  Lilly. 

Urian  Pulford, 

*'  We,  who  have  hereunto  fubfcribed,  atteft 
**  this  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  original  now  before 
•'  us, 

Maurice  Matthews,  Clerk. 

Thomas  Williams. 

Robert  Beere. 

John  Bridgman. 

Humphrey  Lowe. 

Bence-Ifland,  in  the  River  Sierra-Leon, 
25th  March,  1698. 

11.  **  npHESE  are  to  certify  the  Royal  African 
"  X  Company  of  England,  or  whom  it 
"  may  conc-ern,  that  I  Robert  Ford,  Mafter  of 
"  the  i  :ip  London,  with  others  belonging  to  the 
"  laid  liiip,  affirm,  that  one  Charles  Eaton,  in  the 
"  fkip  called  the  Poftilion,  did  go  up  the  River 
*'  Sherbrow  with  the  faid  Ihip,  and  took  from  one 
"  of  the  Royal  Company's  faftories  there  a  great 
"  quantity  of  cam-wood,  without  weighing  it, 
"  and  loaded  aboard  the  faid  Poftilion,  receiving 
"  tht  faid  wood  from  a  perfon  who  in  no  wife  had 
"  any  charge  of  it :  moreover  at  the  (ame  time 

**  fcaiv. 
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**  fcandaloufly  gave  out,  that  the  faid  Royal 
**  African  Company  were  become  bankrupts,  and 
**  did  much  incente  the  country  people  againft 
**  their  fervants,  advifing  them  to  feize  on  their 
**  effects  there. 

"  We,  who  have  hereunto  fubfcribed,  are  ready 
•'  to  uke  oath,  when  thereunto  called,  that  the 
**  faid  Charles  Eaton  did  verbally  tell  us  fo,  and 
*'  Matthew  Skinner  alfo,  an  inhabitant  in  the 
^  place,  did  inform  us  the  fame, 

Robert  Ford,  commander. 
Charles  Senfkall,  chin 
John  Booth,  gunner. 

*'  We,  who  have  hereunto  fubfcribed,  do  atteft 
*'  this  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  original  now  be- 
"  fore  us, 

Maurice  Matthew,  clerk. 

Thomas  WiUiams. 

Robert  Beere. 

John  Bridgman. 

Humphrey  Lowe. 

III.  "  rpHESE  are  to  certify  the  Royal  African 
**  X  Company  of  England,  or  whom  it 
•*  may  concern,  that  upon  the  return  of  Thomas 
*•  Cocker  (agent  for  the  faid  Royal  African  Com- 
**  pany)  to  Sherbrow,  from  his  voyage  to  the 
**  Northward,  he  found  all  the  cam-wood,  and 
**  other  merchandizes,  which  were  purchafed  by 
**  your  faftors  at  Kiddam,  deceitfully  taken,  or 
**  rather  ftolen  off  our  faftory,  by  Charles  Eaton, 
*•  interloper ;  on  which  occafion  the  faid  Thomas 
**  Cocker  was  forced  to  proceed  for  the  purchafmg 
*'  others.  When  he  arrived  at  the  King's  town, 
*'  there  was  no  liberty  to  be  granted  for  his  pro- 

**  c«eding 
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"  cecding  for  the  river  of  Kiddam,  without  going 
**  aiSiore  to  make  a  cry  (as  they  term  it)  for  the 
^  old  King's  anfwer  was  made,  that  the  time  would 
^^  not  permit  of  fo  long  tarrying  there,  but  at  his 
<'  return  would  fatisfy  them  in  all  points.  All 
^  this  is  not  availing  any  thing ;  but  after  a  delay 
•*  of  fcven  or  eight  days  there,  he  was  forced  to 
**  go  aihore  to  difcouric  with  the  King,  with  all 
*^  the  men  in  arms  that  then  accompanied  him^ 
••  where,  after  a  finall  debate,  with  about  150* 
*^  bars  charges,  and  the  ftoppage  of  two  negroes, 
*^  got  liberty  to  pais :  all  this  being  upon,  or 
*^  occafioned  by  the  fcandalous  and  villainous 
•*  reports  of  that  bafe  treacherous  fellow,  the  very 
*'  fcum  of  mankind  (Eaton.)  Thus  we  proceeded 
•*  for  the  river  of  Kiddam,  where  we  found  the 
**  fame  game  played  there  as  was  below,  the 
^  people  bein^  very  infolent.  About  20  days 
**  after  our  arrival  there  we  got  fight  of  the  King, 
*^  with  whom  we  had  10  days  pallabras  (or  treaty) 
•*  with  an  addition  of  200  \  bars  expence,  before 
**  liberty  to  trade  was  granted,  and  tnen,  with  our 
"  arms  in  our  hands,  after  our  negotiating  was 
*'  completed,  we  made  what  diipatch  we  could 
*'  for  this  place,  but,  contrary  to  all  expectation, 
"  found  all  things  in  great  diforder,  the  new  King 
"  having  fet  up  his  purrow  (as  they  call  it)  or 
"  proclamation,  that  we  fhould  have  no  trade 
"  with  his  people  for  country-provifions,  or  any 
"  other  commodities.  Whereupon  the  faid  Tho- 
**  mas  Cocker  fent  for  the  King  to  demand  the 
**  reafons  of  all  this  difturbance.  His  anfwer  was, 
"  That  he  could  not  venture  his  body  without  a 
"  barge  j  whereupon  the  meflcnger  was  difpatched 
"  away  with  the  great  barge  to  fetch  him :  but 
"  that  was  only  a  pretence  to  deUy  time,  to  call 

"  the 
•  150  bars  is  45 1.  ftcrling.  +  200  ban,  or  60I.  ftcrlinf. 
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*'  the  whole  people  of  his  country  together,  as 

**  we  found  afterwards.     Upon  his  arrival  at  the 

**  fa&ory,  he  brought  not  above  120  men  with 

<*  him,  or  thereabouts,  but  before  he  was  24  hours 

«'  here,  above  5  or  600  of  them  landed  upon  our 

«*  ifland.     This  unexpefted  fight,  or  rather  mi- 

^*  racle,  put  us  upon  making  the  beft  defence  we 

<*  could  for  ourfelves,  having  had  fome  little  fur- 

^'  miie  before  of  their  intentions  (which  was  to  cut 

**  us  all  off)  but  they  finding  we  were  provided 

<'  for  them,  before  they  could  accomplifli  their 

•*  defigns,  and  after  a  vaft:  expence  of  500  *  bars 

«*  more,  it  was  brought  to  a  palabra  (or  treaty  of 

**  agreement)  the  whole  difcourfe  depending  upon 

**  Charles  Eaton,  as  aforefaid,  his  giving  out  re- 

**  ports  of  your  honours  being  threatened  to  be 

*'  put  in  Newgate,  for  begging  Leave  of  the  Par- 

*«  liament  to  fell  your  faftories  to  the  French,  iind 

<*  deducting  two-thirds  of  your  fervants  wages  to 

*'  help  to  fuftain  the  lofs  you  have  had  in  the  late 

«'  war,  thereby  to  diihearten  them  to  ferve  you, 

**  which  in  fome  meafure  took  efFeft  -,    for  he, 

''  ufing  thofe  methods,  perfuaded  three  of  your 

"  fervants,  then  out  of  this  faftory,  to  defert  your 

*'  fervice,  and  enter  into  his  own,  namely,  John 

*'  Howard,  Caleb  White,  and  John  Kemp  :  a  great 

**  encouragement  for  the    country  people  to  do 

"  what  he  had  formerly  prompted  them  to.     Fur- 

"  ther,  he  particularly  mentioned  Mr.  Urban  Hall, 

*'  faying  he  was  laughed  or  hooted  out  of  the 

"  Parllament-houfc,  when  he  was  there  upon  the 

"  Royal  African  Company's  bufmefs.     A  fecond 

"  part  of  it  was  the  taking  hold  of  their  people, 

"  and  killing  others  upon  pretended  debts,  as  it 

"  was  termed  by  Capt.  Robert  Ford,  commander 

"  of  the  New-London  interloper.     For  all  thefe 

**  and 

•  500  bars,  or  150 1,  ftcrling. 
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**  and  other  circumftances  relating  to  this  matter 
**  (all  occafioned  by  the  aforementioned  perfons) 
**  they  ftill  demand  fatisfaftion,  as  appears  by 
**  tarras  (or  tallies)  that  the  King  left  upon  the 
**  faftory  for  above  400  *  bars  more. 

"  We,  who  have  hereunto  fubfcribed,  are 
*•  ready  to  atteft  what  is  herein  upon  oath,  when 
^'  thereunto  called,  as  witneis  our  hands  thas  29th 
"of  July  1698, 

Richard  Bridgman. 

Robert  Davis. 

William  Bridv- man. 

John  Bridgman. 

Stephen  Jackfon. 

John  Prowde. 

Robert  Loadman. 

Gawin  Lithgow. 

John  Bull. 

"  We,  who  have  hereunto  fubfcribed,  do  at- 
**  teft  this  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  original  now 
**  before  us, 

Maurice  Mathew,  clerk. 

Thomas  Williams. 

Robert  Beere. 

John  Bridgman. 

Humphrey  Lowe. 

Gambia.  Paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Meflrs.  Na- 
than Piles,  Thomas  Rayner,  and  Richard  Oak- 
ley, dated  4  March  1700. 

IV.  "  npHE  whole  trade  of  the  river  is  in  the 

**     X     hands  of  the  ten  per  cent.  Ihips,  who 

**  are  here  at  prefent,  feven  in  number,  fome  from 

*^  Carolina,  and  the  reft  from  England,  who  daily 

"  cncreafc 
*  400  bars,  or  120 1.  fterting. 
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**  cncrcafe  the  price  of  flaves  in  this  river,  which 
**  is  very  prejudicial  to  your  intereft.  Before  Mr. 
**  Grefham's  deceafe,  our  faftory  at  Joally  was 
•*  infulted  by  the  King,  who  feized  7  or  800  *  bars 
**  cargo,  upon  account  of  one  flave  taken  away 
•*  from  him  unpaid  for,  by  one  Captain  Smith,  a 
**  ten  per  cent,  fhip  trading  in  this  port,  and  then 
•*  bound  to  the  river  for  further  trade  -,  which 
•*  flave  being  afterwards  returned  by  Mr.  Greftiam, 
**  yet  denied  the  return  of  our  goods :  fo  that  we 
•*  ftand  in  fear  of  fettling  a  fadtory  there,  which  is 
*'  a  confiderable  lofs  to  your  honours,  it  being 
**  the  chiefeft  fupport  to  the  fort  we  had  here- 
**  abouts/* 

Sierra-Leon.     Mr.  Henry  Greenway,  in  a  poft- 
fcript  to  his  letter  of  4  April  1 702,  writes,  viz. 

V.  *'  T  Suppofe  I  need  not  enlarge  of  the  King*s 
**  X  intentions  on  you  at  Sherbrow,  believing 
••  Mr.  Barker  has  done  it  to  the  full  to  you,  he 
•*  knowing  him  better  than  I  do ;  but  I  perceive, 
**  by  fevcral  fymptoms,  that  he  has  no  good  in- 
**  tent  toward  Englifhmen,  he  having  got  five 
*•  fmall  guns  mounted,  and  hath  made  lome  ten 
**  per  cent,  men  promife  to  bring  him  more  next 
"  year,  otherwife  he  tells  them  they  {hall  have  no 
"  wood;  by  which  guns  he  may  command  the 
**  paflTage  up  the  river.' 


,  »> 


Extraft  of  a  letter  from  John  Freeman,  late  agent 
for  the  Royal  African  Company  at  Sierra-Leon, 
to  his  wifj,  which  came  accidentally  to  the  com- 
pany's hands. 

VI.  "  IV  yf"^*  P^^^o^iri^  Brown,    in  Crutched- 

*'  Xt JL  Friars,    is  a  principal  man ;    Mr. 

"  Goodwin,  the  fcrivener  in  Change-alley,    and 

•  218,  or  240 1.  Iterling. 
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••  (I  undcrftand)  Mr.  More,  aDifliller,  and  part- 
^  iicr  wkh  one  Tanner,  a  Quaker,  on  St.  Mary- 
•*  hill,  trade  to  thcfe  parts.  They  muft  be  talked 
*^  with  with  great  caution,  and,  above  all,  not  be 
*^  (hewn  the  invoice  of  goods  in  demand  here,  till 
"  they  have  configned  a  fhip  to  us.** 

VII.  "  TOfeph  Sparpin,  late  quarter-mafter  of 
**  J  the  Olive-Trec,  now  fecond  mate  of 
•*  the  Bridgwater,  depofeth,  that  in  January  1704-5, 
^^  he  came  into  the  river  Gambia  in  the  Olive-tree^ 
**  and  about  three  or  four  days  after  their  arrivd 
•*  (and  before  Mr.  Crooldhank  the  fiipercarso  had 
^^  difpofed  of  any  goods)  he,  the  faid  CrookJiiank, 
*^  fent  the  chief  mate  and  this  deponent,  with  a 
•*  long-boat  vdthout  goods,  but  only  a  letter  from 
"  Mr.  Chidley  to  Charles  Man,  then  at  Anchor- 
**  wall,  and  of  him  they  received  174  teeth, 
which  weighed  4278  pounds,  bv  virtue  of  that 
letter,  which  teeth  were  brougnt  on  board  the 
Olive-tree,  and  there  marked  Cf  B,  and  about 
three  or  four  days  after  fent  by  Crookfhank  on 
board  the  Haftings  man  of  war.  And  he  fur* 
ther  faith,  that  before  the  Olive-tree  weighed  to 
go  to  Joar,  Mr.  Chidley  fent  on  board  the 
Olive-tree  his  pinnace,  twice  loaded  with  teeth, 
which  Crookfhank  received,  and  marked  as  be- 
fore, and  then  fent  Chidley  two  hogfheads  full 
of  bottles  of  ale,  and  other  things.  WhUfl 
Crookfhank  was  at  Joar,  Chidley  came  in  there 
in  his  pinnace  to  vifit  him,  and  they  were  (as 
much  as  pofSbly  they  could  be)  together. 

Vol.  V.  N  Cjm- 
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Gambia.   21  Oftober  1706.  Capt.  John  Tozcr 
writesy  viz. 

VIII.  "  TyifR-Chidley  (as  I  am  informed)  took 
"  X  ▼  X  W*  departure  the  22d  of  June  laft, 

"  in  the  Olive-tree  (a  ten  per  cent,  (hip)  for  Vir- 
*'  ginia,  with  confiderable  effefts,  but  to  what 
**  value  is  not  exaftly  known." 

Memorandum,  That  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany have  feveral  letters  from  Mr.  John  Snow, 
agent  at  Gambia,  Capt.  Charles  Cook,  and  Co- 
lonel Gawin  Corbin  of  Virginia,  containing  long 
narratives  of  many  grofs  frauds  and  abufes  com- 
mitted by  ditto  Chidley,  while  he  was  in  the 
company's  fervice  at  Gambia,  but  are  (for  bre- 
vity's fake)  omitted  here  till  further  occafion. 

Sherbrow.  Meflieurs  Henry  Glynn  and  Henry 
Gadbury,  in  a  poftfcript  to  their  letter  of  26 
April  1707,  write,  viz. 

IX.  "  /^Apt.  Gordon   brings  us  news,   that 
^'  V->J  your  treafurer  is  run  away  with  all 

**  your  money,  and  that  you  are  not  able  to  fend 
**  us  any  more  fhips,  which  very  much  dilheartens 
**  our  people.  One  John  Malon,  on  that  news, 
"  has  left  your  fervice,  and  entered  on  board 
"  Gordon,  who  pretends  to  have  a  commiffion  to 
"  carry  home  any  fubjeft  of  England  that  dcfires 
*'  it.  One  John  Wenham,  a  writer,  and  a  very 
**  fcrviceable  man,  to  whom  the  charge  of  the 
*'  teeth  fent  to  Sierra-Leon  was  given,  meeting 
**  fome  country  people  on  board  Gordon,  who 
"  were  indebted  to  your  honours  for  fome  flaves, 
**  and  acquainting  them  that  he  had  orders  to  de- 

^  mand 
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**  mand  them,  caufed  £>ine  quarrelling  amongft 
"  them  J  on  which  one  of  them,  by  name  Lewis 
"  Corba,  promifed  to  do  his  bufinefs  (as  ourGro- 
^*  mettos  who  were  fent  on  board  inform  us)  and 
^^  he  was  as  good  as  his  word,  for  the  man  died 
**  next  morning,  in  lefs  than  three  hours  after  he 
**  left  the  fliip  ;  and,  by  the  manner  of  his  dying 
^*  it  is  judged  he  was  poifoned,  for  he  drank  much 
^^  water,  and  his  nails  turned  black  and  came  off, 
**  and  his  belly  burft." 

Paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Clark,  dated 
York-Ifland,  in  the  river  Sherbrow,  26  April 
1707. 

X.  "  Ti  Jj[R.  Freeman  took  his  departure  from 
"  IVX  this  place  the  27th  of  Oft.  laft.  Mr. 
"  Glynn  carried  (of  your  honours  effefts)  with 
"  him,  when  the  fliip  was  going,  nine  good  men- 
^^  flaves,  and  a  floop-load  of  cam-wood,  and  20 
•*  large  elephants  teeth.** 

Memorandum,  He  went  in  the  Raper-Galley 
conunanded  by  Capt.  Bonham,  a  private  trader. 

Another  paragraph  of  the  fame  letter. 

"  fT^  H  E  advice  I  had  about  Mr.  Freeman's 
^^  X  carrying  away  your  honours  cam-wood 
^  and  flaves,  was  from  Charles  Gardiner,  a  10  per 
"  cent.  faAor,  who  alfo  told  me,  that  Mr.  Free- 
^^  man  and  he  made  a  contraft  to  carry  on  a  lepa- 
^  rate  trade,  and  that  your  floop  was  his,  and 
**  Gardiner  was  to  have  the  half  of  her.  I  can 
^  make  it  apjpear  by  the  books,  that  the  floop 
^  ftands  you  m  2%^  bars^  belides  workmanflu|k*' 

N  2  Para- 
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Paragraph  of  a  letter  from  agent  John  Clark, 
dated  at  Shcrbrow  24  May  1708. 

•*  /TpHE  12th  of  February  laft  arrived  Mr.  John 
"  X  Freeman,  in  a  10  per  cent,  fhip,  the 
^'  John^  Capt.  Richard  Shoebrick  commander. 
**  Mr.  Freeman  has  endeavoured  all  he  can  to 
**  difcourage  your  honours  fervants  in  thefe  parts, 
**  and  withal  to  withdraw  them  for  his  own  ufc.*' 

From  ditto,  dated  30  June  1708. 

«  TT^REEMAN  has  ftriftly  charged  all  his  people 
**  J/  not  to  carry  any  letter  or  any  account  for 
**  me.  Freeman  has  certainly  carried  off  all  the 
*'  iiag-ftones  and  bricks  of  Bence-Ifland,  and 
"  would  have  carried  the  gims  off,  but  had  not 
^  ftrength,  telling  his  people  he  would  pay  him* 
**  fdf.    I  defign  to  take  them  from  him  Ipeedily." 

Ditto, 

^  T?REEMAN  has  paid  him  (the  Kmg  of 
•*  Jt/  Sherbrow)  100  bars  more  than  I  did  at  the 
**  arrival  of  the  Greyhound.  The  King  fv^rears, 
**  that  at  the  arrival  of  every  fhip  of  your  honours 
"  he  will  have  the  fame,  elfc  I  fliall  not  pafs  the 
«  river." 

Ditto. 

*'  1|T  THEN  Capt.  Tozer  arrived  (as  is  uiual) 
"  Y  Y  I  ^^^  ^  white  man  with  Gromettos  to 
•*  invite  hiiti  (the  Kitig  of  Sherbrow)  to  the  tfland, 
**  and  receive  his  cole  :  what  money  I  fent  Hm  he 
**  received,  and  panyared  the  white  man  and  one 
**  of  the  Gromettos,  whom  he  ftill  keeps  in  cufto- 
*•  dy,  and  can  give  no  reafon  for  it,  only  nonfenfe 
"  which  that  Freeman  infufed  in  him." 

I 
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I  (hall  cDiiclude  this  chapter  (reserving  my  re- 
flexions on  the  contents  thereof  till  another  occa- 
lion)  with  what  I  happened  ro  learn  in  a  converfa- 
tion  which  I  had  fome  few  days  ago  with  a  very 
intelligent  perfon,  who  lived  a  confiderable  time 
at  Gambia. 

He  declared  that,  in  the  year  1702,  five  private 
ihips  being  in  the  river  of  Gambia  at  once,  gave 
from  20  to  23  bars  per  head  for  negroes,  more 
than  the  company's  fervantsgave  before  the  arrival 
of  thefe  (hips,  and  that  they  lowered  the  price  of 
Englkh  goods  one  third. 

That  Captain  Rhett,  Captain  Tudor,  Captain 
Forty,  and  Captain  Beckford,  all  private  traders, 
traded  with  the  company's  fcrvants,  eipecially 
Captain  Beckford,  by  whole  perfuafion  and  con- 
trivance goods  belonging  to  the  company  were  car- 
ried off,  to  the  value  of  5000 1.  and  upwards. 

That  the  natives  have  feveral  times  attempted  to 
feize  on  vefltls  belonging  to  the  company  and 
private  traders. 

That  where  the  company  have  imall  faAories  up 
the  river,  without  any  fortification  or  force  to 
proteA  them,  the  fame  are  fubjeft  to  feizures  at 
the  pleafure  of  the  Kings  there,  even  though  they 
knew  that  the  company's  fcrvants  would  make 
reprizal. 

That  the  natives  know  very  well,  that  when 
(hips  are  part-flaved,  the  purchafers  muft  give  any 
rate  for  the  remainder  of  their  refpe&ive  comple- 
ments, rather  than  endanger  the  lofs  of  the  reli, 
and  that  therefore  the  natives  do  impoie  upon 
them  accordingly.    And 

That,  in  his  opinion,  the  trade  to  that  coaft 

can  never  be  carried  on  effeftually  without  forts, 

or  otherwife  than  by  a  joint-ftock  i    and  that, 

N3  if 
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if  required,    he  would  declare   and  certify  the 
truth  of  all  the  aforefaid  particulars  to  the  parlia« 


mcnt 


CHAP.     11. 

ExtraSls  of  feveral  written  tejlimonies  and  ad^ 
vices  Jent  to  the  Royal  African  Company^ 
concerning  the  conduct  and  praciices  of  the 
feparate  traders  on  the  Gold-^CoaJl. 

From  Cape-Coaft  Caftle,  the  28th  of  May  1698, 
Meflrs.  Nicholas  Buckeridge,  William  Cooper 
and  John  Brown,  write,  viz. 

I.  "  'VT'OU  will  perceive  what  damage  interlo* 

**  Whidah,  lowering  the  prices  of  all  European 
**  soods,  and  advancing  the  price  of  (laves.  If 
"  lome  ipcedy  remedy  be  not  applied,  we  muft 
*'  be  forced  to  lower  our  goods,  otherwife  no 
**  traders  will  come  near  us  :  the  Dutch  have  al- 
**  ready  lowered  their  perpets  to  9",  and  talk  of 
**  taking  off  another  angle  j  but  as  theirs  are  infe- 
"  rior  to  ours,  we  keep  ours  at  10%  at  which 
**  price,  if  interlopers  be  kept  off,  doubt  not  but 
*'  Ihall  vend  confiderable  quantities.  There  is 
"  not  a  Ncgroe  upon  the  coaft  will  vend  a  flavc 
"  now  for  fix  or  feven  pieces  per  head  (a  piece  is 
"  20  (hillings)  fo  that  we  are  forced  to  advance 
"  another  piece.** 


From 
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From  Mcflicurs  Nicholas  Biickeridge,  Howfley 
Freeman,  and  Samuel  Wallis,  dated  Cape-Coaft- 
Caftle  the  i6th  of  April  1699. 

11.  "  TT  is  to  be  feared  Captdn  Bags  ¥rill  make 
*•  X  *  lo'^g  ft^y  "P^*^  tWs  coaft  before  he 
*•  vends  his  cargo,  trade  being  very  dull,  and 
**  many  ftiips  in  thcfe  parts,  who  rather  give  their 
"  goods  away  than  fell  them,  difpofmg  perpets 
**  tor  fix  angles." 

From  Captain  Matthew  Wilfon,  of  the  Company's 
Ihip  Edward  and  William,  dated  KingVTown, 
Whidah,  the  26th  of  June  1699, 

IIL  "  TXT^^  al  rived  the  31ft  of  May,  having 
*'  VV  purchafed  215  Negroes.  The  car- 
**  go,  with  what  has  been  difpofed  of  on  the  Gold- 
**  Coaft,  will  fall  very  fliort  of  our  complement, 
**  the  King  playing  tricks  with  us,  as  likewile 
"  with  the  other  fhips  that  are  here.  When  we 
**  came  to  pay  him,  he  raifed  his  price  from  his 
**  firft  agreement,  being  grown  very  haughty  and 
'*  proud  fincc  Whidah  has  been  attended  with  fo 
"  manylhips.'* 

From  Meffieurs  Nicholas  Buckeridge,  Howfley 
Freeman  and  Samuel  Wallis,  dated  Capc-Coaft- 
Caftle  the  5th  of  March  1699. 

IV.  "  TTTITHfubmiflion  to  your  honours,  it 
**  W  is  no  wonder  the  10  per  cent,  men 
"  make  voyages,  when  at  the  fame  time  we  have 
•*  little  or  no  bufinefs,  which  is  cuftomary  in  all 
*'  parts  of  the  world  where  fliips  rcfort  to,  unlefs 
•*  their  cargoes  are  configned  to  fome  faftor,  or 
N  4  "  others 
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^^  others  on  fhore  •,  for  the  natives  and  inhabitants 
*'  will  never  come  to  a  faftorjr  or  Ihop  to  lay  out 
*•  their  money,  when  they  can  buy  goods  30  per 
**  cent,  cheaper  on  board  a  fliip  than  can  be  af- 
*'  forded  in  either  of  the  former.  The  10  per  cent. 
**  men,  for  the  moil  part,  fold  perpets  at  fix 
*•  ackeys  each,  and  fo  proportionably  the  reft  of 
"  their  merchandize." 

From  Mr.  Gabb  (a  fhort  time  furveyor)  dated 
Cape-Coaft-Caftle  the  15th  of  September  1700. 

V.  "  IV^^'  ^^w^^  Barter  is  allowed  to  do 
**  X VX  what  he  pleafes,  for  he  fetched  a- 

**  fhore,  and  fecured  in  his  houfe,  all  fuch  goods 
**  by  night  as  they  (writing  of  the  then  chief  fac- 
**  tors)  are  alhamed  to  let  otjiers  fee,  and  have 
**  oftentimes  of  late  1500  or  2000  pounds  wordi 
*'  of  goods  of  all  forts  vendible  here." 

From    Mr,  Thomas   Peck,    dated    James-Fort, 
Accra,  the  30th  of  June  1701. 

VI.  "    A  ^  ^^  flaves,  the  10  per  cent,  men  are 
**  XjL  nriy  only   interrupters   in  accuiring 

**  any,  they  giving  fix  or  eight  angles  more  than 
*'  your  honours  allow,  which  has  been  the  real 
*'  occafion  that  fo  many  (laves  have  been  fliipped 
•'  from  Annamaboe.'* 

From  MeflS^eurs  Howfley  Freeman,  Thomas  Peck 
and  William  Hicks,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle 
the  6th  of  November  1701. 

VII.  ^*  /^N  the  4th  of  September,  being  Sun- 
*'  V-/  d^y>    the  Blacks  in  a  tumultuous 

•'  manner  approached  towards  the  caftle  (of  An- 
*•  namaboe)  broke  open  the  outer  fpur-gate,  and 

"  fet 
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^  ice  fire  to  our  out-waUs  and  corn-room,  firing 
^^  alP)  at  the  caftle;  but,  by  &ingtfae  great  guns, 
^^  they  foon  quitted  their  ground,  and  falfe  pre* 
^^  tenfions  too:  in  requital  that  night,  from  the 
^^  caftle,  we  burnt  the  major  part  of  the  town. 
^^  This  continued  for  22  days,  at  which  time  thej 
^^  requefted  a  truce,  and  that  they  would  compose 
**  thde  matters  to  our  defires,  the  King  of  Saboe 
«*  being  come  there  for  that  intent ;  the  which  we 
♦*  granted.  They  objefted  a^ainfi:  nothing  that 
**  we  propofed  to  them,  and  for  their  fidelity  they 
*'  took  fetifhes  fthat  is  their  oaths)  accordmg  to 
*'  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  rendering  up  their 
*'  own  fons  alfo,  as  pawns  for  their  better  per- 
*'  formance  of  this  agreement,  and  payment  of 
**  the  damage  done  to  your  honours  tort;  but 
"  fince,  by  the  encouragancnt  of  the  lo  per  cent. 
"  men  (Captsun  Benfon,  in  a  fliip,  the  Amity^ 
**  from  London,  giving  them  then  all  the  al- 
*^  fiftance  he  could,  which  we  hope  your  honours 
•*  will  take  notice  of)  they  begin  to  play  the  old 
**  game  again,  not  regarding  any  agreement  ever 
**  made  with  them/* 

From  Captain  Bernard  Ladman,  of  the  ^anifh 
Merchant,  dated  Commenda  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary 1701-2. 

VIII.  "AS  for  trade,  I  have  met  with  very 
"'  l\  little,  the  Blacks  being  afraid  to 
"  come  aboard  Englifli  fhips,  they  having  been 
"  tricked  by  feveral,  particularlv  of  late  by  Capt, 
"  James  Francis,  in  the  Sarah-galley,  Captain 
"  Bond  in  a  brigantine,  and  two  C^ain  Bills, 
"  in  floops  bcbnging  to  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes, 
♦*  who,  about  the  i9di  of  December  laft,  did 
*•  furprizc  and  carry  away  with  them  24  Negroes, 

^^  belonging 
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^*  belonginj^  to  Drewiii,  with  i6  cows  and  a  great 

**  parcclof  teeth,  as  they  came  aboard  to  trade : 

**  feme  were  redeemed,  but  had  three  for  one. 

**  The  fame  method  they  take  all  along  the  coaft. 

•*  If  there  be  not  care  taken  to  prevent  fuch  vU- 

^^  lainies,  our  Englifh  colours  will  be  of  no  ufe  to 

•*  us,  for  the  Negroes  ftudy  revenge,  and  are  re- 

"  folved  to  fcize  upon  what  they  can.  Accordingly 

•*  on  the  27th  of  Dec.  Capt.  Daniel  Lowis,  of 

**  the  Dolphin  floop  belonging  to  London,  being 

**  at  anchor  oflF  of  Drewin  to  trade,  great  numbers 

**  of  Negroes  came  to  trade,  and  furprized  them 

**  all,  took  all  that  was  in  the  veflel  and  run  her 

**  ajQiore,  where  flie  ftaved  in  pieces.     The  mate 

^^  and  boatfwain  efcaped  in  the  Doat,  but  the  com- 

**  mander  and  the  rdl  of  his  men  they  drove  up 

**  into  the  country  5  but  fince  they  are  more  mo- 

^  derate  to  them,  and  have  admitted  of  an  ex- 

*^  change  for  the  captain  and  his  cook,  having  fix 

**  negroes  for  tbemfelves.    The  dodor  is  likewife 

*^  cleared,  by  reafon  they  had  cut  his  head,  and 

**  could  not  tcU  what  to  do  with  him.     Captain 

^*  Lowis  is  now  aboard  of  me,  and  gives  me  this 

*^  account  ^  but  the  reft  of  the  men  are  ftill  at 

"  Drewin." 

From  Meffieurs  Howfley  Freeman,  William  Hicks 
and  Peter  Dowfe,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle  the 
5th  of  February  1702-3. 

IX.  •*  \X7E  ^^  *P^  ^^  believe  diat  feveral 

**    W    veflels  come  to  thefe  parts  without 

**  paying  their  duty,  and  pafs  by  us  here ;  for, 

^'  about  a  fortnight  fince,  paft  by  one  Capt.  Bains, 

in  a  large  veflel  from  Liverpool.    We  fent  a 

canoe  on  board,  with  a  white  man,  to  examme 

his  clearances,  which  he  refufed  to  produce, 

«  and 
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•*  and  would  never  come  near  any  of  your  ho* 
^  nours  forts,  going  always  under  the  protedion 
^  of  the  Dutch;  which  we  hope  your  honours 
**  will  take  notice  of/* 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftfe 
the  23d  of  May  1704. 

X,  "  QOME  few  days  before  *Mr.  Gabb  died, 
'*  O  ^^  delivered  to  Captain  Charles  Martin, 
**  commander  of  the  Ann  Bonadventure,  two  large 
**  bulfes  of  gold,  in  the  prcfence  of  one  Mollata 
**  Qualhee,  Mr.  Gabb's  tx)y,  fo  called,  though 
*^  25  or  30  years  of  age,  and  declared  the  fame  to 
**  Mr.  Brown  there,  and  to  me  here ;  and  though 
^^  he  could  not  tell  the  weights,  he  could  ihew 
«*  the  weights,  and  (hewed  them  to  him  there^ 
"  and  to  me  here;  for  he  weighed  them,  and 
**  thofe  weights  which  he  fhewed  there,  and  herc^ 
"  were  12  -f  marks  and  4  ounces,  and  faid  it  was 
*'  good  Arcania  gold.  He  himfelf  put  it  up,  and 
*'  alfo  took  a  bulfe  of  your  gold,  put  it  up  to  be 
^'  fent  hither  as  the  balance  of  his  late  month's 
^'  account,  and  puc  it  among  that  which  was  deli- 
*'  vered  to  Cap:.  Martin.  Capt.  Martin  would 
*'  never  own  that  he  had  any  gold  of  Gabb,  till 
**  he  faw  it  fo  well  proved,  and  then  told  Mr, 
^^  Brown  there  that  he  had  fome,  but  would  not 
•'  tell  how  much,  nor  to  whom  to  be  delivered,'* 

From  Ditto. 

Xlt  ^  T  Have  difcourled  Capt.  Mardn  icveral 

^'  X  times  of  this  affair,  and  I  could  bring 

^^  him  to  own  nothing  more  than  as  before :  he 

^^  would  be  fair  inwards,  and  would  fay  he  could 

•«  do 

^  Mr.  Gabb  was  ducfofdie  Compaay't  £»t  tt  Aaaanabot. 
f  AmaikitcifhloaM 
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**  do  any  thing  I  could  aik  him  to  do,  fo  as  to 
**  preferve  his  honour.  I  told  him,  his  honour 
*^  was  to  do  juftice  to  thofe  to  whom  the  gold  did 
^  belong;  that  Capt.  Gabb  was  the  Company's 
^^  lenrant,  and  was  much  in  their  debt  \  that  he 
^  (the  faid  Capt.  Martin)  had  the  very  gold  which 
<^  was  put  up  by  Gabb  for  the  Company,  and  all 
*^  the  gold  too  which  he  had  taken  fince  for  the 
«*  Company  -,  for  here  was  no  Arcania  gold  left, 
*^  and  all  that  he  had  fmce  the  laft  month,  as  well 
^^  as  the  laft  month's  balance,  was  to  help  to  make 
**  up  that  gold,  if  it  did  not  make  it  all  up,  for 
<^  he  had  fold  a  great  deal  of  goods,  and  all  that 
^^  he  had  taken  for  them  was  Arcania  gold,  he 
*^  being  to  take  no  other,  and  that  his  honour  was 
^*  concerned,  33  if  he  had  been  entruftcd  by  a 
**  pick-pocket,  highwayman,  or  one  that  robbed 
•*  nis  mafter,  whicn  he  muft  not  difcover  left  an 
**  honeft  man  fhould  come  to  his  own  ;  and  that 
**  I  thought,  if  this  had  been  done  in  England, 
*'  he  was  indifbable  for  receiving  and  concealing 
**  of  ftolen  goods,  or  for  abetting,  aiding  and 
**  afliftinK  the  thief,  the  villain,  or  the  cheat,  for 
**  I  could  term  it  no  otherways.  All  that  I  could 
^^  get  from  him  was,  that  that  was  more  than  he 
**  knew,  and  that  it  was  lawful  for  him  to  take 
"  any  thing  upon  freight.  I  told  him  this  place 
•*  differed  From  other  places;  that  none  of  the 
•*  Company's  fervants  here  were  allowed  to  trade 
"  but  ror  the  Company ;  and  that  they  could  call 
•*  no  gold  their  own.  He  faid  he  had  carried 
*•  many  a  fcore  marks  of  gold  from  the  Company's 
*^  ienrants,  and  hoped  he  fhould  carry  many  more 
^  fcoTt  marks  of  gold  for  them.  I  told  him,  that 
**  the  Company  have  been  robbed  of  many  a  (core 
*^  marks  of  gold,  and  as  he  had  afiifted  their  fer- 
^^  vants  to  cheat  the  Company,  fo  he  hoped  to  go 

"  on 


the  ArRicAN  Trade.      189 

^  on  with  them  in  their  cheating,  and  therefore 
^  would  not  do  the  fair  thing  now,  left  he  0iould 
^*  not  be  entrufted  again  by  the  yillains  he  Ihould 
•*  find  or  make  here. 


From  Ditto, 


^  A  FTER  thefe,  this  afiair  was  argued 
•*  XjL  yefterday  on  board  Capt.  Alh,  where  was 
«*  Capt.  Martin  and  Capt.  Ingle,  all  10  per  cent, 
^  men  now  in  this  Road,  and  there  was  argued 
^  with  the  reafonablenefs  of  what  I  propofed  to 
^  Capt.  Martin,  which  was,  that  he  lix>uld  name 
^  the  quantity  of  gold  he  had,  and  give  obl^a- 
••  tion  to  deliver  the  gdd  to  you,  you  indemnify* 
^  ing  him  from  all  demands  whatioeven  It  was 
*^  not  to  be  debated  ^  Afh  would  not  do  it  for  a 
^  thoufand  pounds,  and  ib  it  went,  nemine  con* 
•*  tradicente,  not  to  be  done.  This  is  their  Diana; 
•*  for  if  the  power  of  heljping  your  faftors  to  cheat 
*^  vou  be  taken  away  (which  they  are  afraid  would 
*^  m  a  ffC2X  meafure  be  taken  away,  if  men  once 
^*  told  the  ill  your  fervants  did)  the  captains 
*^  would  be  undone  \  and  if  you  cannot  have  a  law 
"  to  prevent  it,  I  am  furc  ^gentlemen)  you  will, 
««  as  to  your  ftock  in  the  Afncan  trade,  be  undone, 
•*  for  I  will  defy  the  honefleft,  wifcft  and  care- 
•*  fuUeft  man  here,  ever  to  have  your  people  ho- 
*^  neft,  while  fo  many  feducers  are  tempting  your 
^  ftrvants,  and  putting  them  in  the  way  to  wrong 
<^  you,  as  is  evident  not  a  10  per  cent,  captain 
^^  out  does.  They  will  not  allow  it  wrongins,  to 
^  bring  the  gold  from  your  people,  nor  fdling 
**  them  goods  for  gold,  though  they  are  well  aP 
^  &ired  that  your  lervants  are  not  worth  a  cra-cra 
^  (or  farthing)  of  cheir  own,  and  know  that  they 
^  are  bound  by  oaths  and  obligations  not  to  trade, 

«  dircftly 
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•*  dircftly  or  indircftly,  but  to  and  for  your 
**  account  only.  I  fliould  not  think  it  hard  to 
**  obtain  a  law  to  oblige  people  to  perform  their 
*'  voluntary  agreements,  if  reafonable,  and  agreed 
**  to  by  men  of  age  and  difcretion,  at  the  time  of 
•*  their  agreeing  to  it  (if  ever  they  will  have  difcre- 
•*  tion)  and  to  prevent  the  feducers  from  tempting 
•*thcm/^  ^    ^ 

From  Ditto. 

XI.  •*  T  Am  fenfible  that  the  Weft-India  colonies 
**  X  (I  mean  the  iflands  and  Virginia)  are 
**  very  valuable  to  England,  and  their  true  intereft 
•*  ought  duly  to  be  confidered,  and  that  nothing 
**  be  done  to  their  prejudice.  It  is  certainly  their 
**  true  intereft  to  have  Negroes  beft  in  their  kind, 
**  healthy,  ftrong,  and  cheapeft :  the  way  they  are 
**  now  ferved  is  not  the  way  demonftrably*  For- 
**  merly  as  good  Negroes  were  bought  on  this 
**  coaft  for  £.  3,  and  £.  3  los.  as  now  coft  £^.  1 1, 
^*  and  in  fome  few  years,  in  this  way  of  trading, 
will  (I  believe)  come  to  £,^15^  lor  the  more 
difierent  buyers  there  are,  the  dearer  they  will 
be  made,  as  appears  evidently  by  their  yearly 
**  increafing  in  price,  as  they  have  done  for  thele 
*'  feveral  years  paft,  by  having  fo  many  buyers, 
**  all  in  hafte  to  be  gone  from  hence  -,  and  by  their 
**  under-felling  and  out-bidding  one  another,  they 
**  keep  each  the  other  as  long,  if  not  longer,  than 
•*  if  the  prices  of  goods  were  kept  up,  and  the 
**  prices  of  Negroes  kept  down :  and  if  the  diffe- 
rent prices  of  goods  in  former  days,  compared 
to  what  they  are  fold  at  now,  were  added  to  the 
price  of  Negroes  now  given,  I  believe  every 
good  Negro  is  now  worth  £.15%  and  who  muft 
pay  thote  prices  ?  The  colonies  certainly. 
Therefore  it  is  a  demonftration  they  fuSer  by 
this  method*'*  From 
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From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle, 
29  Oa.  1704. 

XII.  "  TV^^*  Dudley  was  removed  before  my 
**  jLYX  time,  and  the  account  of  his  crimes 
**  fent  you  by  Mr.  Brown,  Major  and  Willis ;  but 
**  what  I  learn  is,  viz. 

Men.  Women.  Boys.  Girb. 
He  fold  in  Jan.  1702      —     7        2         2         i 
In  March  1702-3  —4202 

InMay,June  and  July,  1703   9        5^3 
In  Sept.  Oa.  and  Nov.        23        7        6        2 

43       16        9        8 


16 

9 
8 

In  all  76  flaves. 
And  of  thefe  he  fold  to  fundry  peribns,  as  I  am 

informed,  viz. 

To  Captain  Francis  Morgan     —      —  2 

To  Captain  Rogers      —    —    —».-.*  ^ 

To  a  private  trader  fent  to  Dickes-cove  4 

To  ditto  at  Cape-Coaft-Caftle     —    —  3 

To  Captain  Impin     —    —     —      —  14 

To  Captain  Gill      —      —      ^-     —  7 

To  Captain  Normanton      —     —    —  13 

To  Captain  Maxwell       —      —      —  i 

To  Emanuel  de  Sylva,  at  Commenda  i 

To  Captain  Codnor     —    —    —    —  2 

52 
The  remainder  not  known  t<y  whom 

difpofcdof    —    —    —    —    —  24 

76  flaves. 
From 
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From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caille^ 
14  Jan.  1704. 

XII.  "  ^TT^HE  Rooke-gaUejr,  and  your  Davers- 
"  X  g^^yj  ^c  itill  at  Annamaboe,  pur- 
chafing  their  flaves,  and  as  yet  met  but  with 
••  very  indifferent  Aiccefi,  the  firft  having  pur- 
^^  chafed  only  60,  and  the  latter  28  Negroes. 
^^  The  10  per  cent,  men  who  are  there,  fpoil  the 
*^  markets  ex^emely,  by  out-bidding  us  all  ac 
**  once,  by  which  means  they  began  to  out-do 
**  your  ihips  in  buying,  until  that  I,  being  ad- 
**  vifed  thereof,  ordered  your  faftors  and  captains 
**  to  give  as  much  for  a  Negro,  and  fell  your 
**  goods  as  cheap  as  they ;  for  I  am  refolved  not 
*^  to  hold  the  candle  to  them  any  longer,  as  was 
**  done  by  my  predecefibrs,  let  the  confequence 
•*  be  as  it  will.  You  have  been  fufferers  in  the 
"  trade  enough  by  that  already,  and  fince  one  or 
**  other  mull  unavoidably  be  done,  I  think  that 
•*  buying  and  felling  at  or  near  their  price  is  the 
**  better  of  the  two ;  for,  confidering  the  expence 
you  are  at  iq>on  the  coafl,  it  is  better  to  trade 
at  any  rate,  than  not  at  all.'* 


(€ 


From  John  Smith,  dated  at  Annamaboe,  6  Feb. 
1704. 

XIII.  "  QINCE  I  came  hither,  I  have  done  as 
**  1^  much  as  poffible  to  oblige  the  na- 
**  tives,  and  increafe  as  well  as  maintain  your 
"  honours  intereft  with  them,  which  at  firft 
**  feemed  to  have  good  effcft  5  but  fince  the  ar- 
**  rival  of  feveral  la  per  cent,  fliipd,  I  have  not 
**  been  able  to  keep  the  trade  to  the  fort,  for 
^  there  can  be  no  limitation  to  the  price  of  good 

**  flaves 
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^^  Haves  when  other  ihips  out-bid  us,  which  I  am 
**  pofitive  has  been  done  by  Captain  Prince,  he 
*^  having  given  £.  14  each  for  men,  as  alfi>  by  one 
^^  Captam  Normanton,  in  a  brigantine  bound  for 
««  Januuca,  who  firft  fold  blue  perpets  for  five 
^^  angles  each,  and  before  he  went  off  dilpofed  of 
**  feveral  for  four  angles/' 


From  John  Brown,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftte, 
18  Feb.  1704. 

XIV.  •♦  T 11 7^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  *^  (*^  private 
*•  VV  traders)  do,  which  puts  them  to 
*^  thdr  wits  end  what  to  do,  and  obliges  them  to 
*^  lower  their  goods  to  lefs,  and  raifing  their  price 
for  Haves,  if  they  will  have  them ;  for  they 
have  no  way  of  out-trading  your  honours  but 
by  underfelling.  The  meafure  they  now  take 
*^  is  down-right  undoing  one  another,  by  out- 
^^  felling  and  out-bidding  us,  and  each  the  other 
*^  among  themfelves  too,  that  one  would  take 
^^  them  to  be  out  of  their  fenfes,  or  fent  hither  to 
^^  try,  not  who  fhall  get  moft,  but  who  (hall  lofe 
•*  moft  for  his  owners." 


cc 


From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  at  Cape-Coaft- 
Caftle,  13  May  1705. 

XV.  **  y^  Aptain  Gladman,  in  the  Shrcwlbury- 
"  V>l  ^llcy,  in  the  fervice  of  Sir  Jeffrey 
^^  Jefireys  (as  I  am  informed)  brought  out  hither 
**  for  fale  18  guns,  about  three  years  fince,  and 
^  fold  them  to  John  Cabels,  and  built  him  his 
^^  flanker  up,  in  oppofition  to  your  fort  at  Com- 
Vol.  V.  O  "  mendaj 
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**  menda ;  and  (as  I  am  informed)  Captain  Ingle, 
•*  mafter,  the  laft  voyage  of  her,  brought  out  fix 
^*  guns,  and  fold  them  to  John  Cabefs  \  and  this 
**  voyage  from  the  Weft-Indies  he  brought  out 
•*  23  pounders  to  fell,  I  fuppofe  to  John  Cabefs  : 
**  I  advifed  him  not  to  fell  them  to  the  Blacks 
**  for  if  he  did,  he  might  feverely  pay  for  it.  He 
**  then  offered  them  to  mc,  for  your  honours  ac- 
**  count,  but  they  being  too  big  for  falutes,  and 
**  too  little  for  offending  a  fea-cncmy,  we  did  not 
**  agree. 

•*  I  am  told  that  the  people  of  Lahoo  have  1 8 
**  guns  well  mounted  upon  batteries  round  their 
**  town,  and  the  town  very  well  pallifadoed* 
**  They  are  arrived  to  fo  much  knowledge,  that 
*'  they  can  defend  themfelves,  and  carry  their  guns 
•'  up  the  river  in  great  canoes  to  offend  their  ene- 
**  mies.  The  King  of  Whidah,  and  the  King  of 
*'  Quamboo,  have  a  great  many  very  fine  guns  -, 
**  the  King  of  Saboo  has  two.  It  is  true,  thefe 
**  people  do  not  at  prefent  underftand  how  to  ufe 
*'  them,  but  how  foon  they  may,  none  can  tell  -, 
**  nor  is  it  unreafonable  to  think,  that  they  may 
*'  take  it  to  be  their  intereft  to  hire  a  white  man 
*'  to  make  them  mafters  of  gunnery,  and  there  is 
*'  feldom  wanting  a  renegado  white  man  to  inftruft 
*'  the  worft  of  enemies,  when  well  offered,  and 
"  when  that's  done,  farewel  forts  and  caftles,  the 
**  trade  of  this  coaft,  and  every  thing  elfe  but 
**  cruelty  and  inhumanity  here.  Something  is 
**  neceffary  to  be  done,  to  prevent  the  felling  of 
^*  great  guns  to  the  Blacks,  either  by  the  Englifh 
**  or  Dutch :  I  believe  there  are  fevere  laws  in 
*^  both  nations,  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  is  the 
"  Englifli  only  that  do  this.*' 

I  From 
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From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  at  Cape-Coaft- 
Caftle,  30  Majr  1705. 

XVI.  **  TTE  (the  Dutch  general)  is  the  10  per 
*^  J7I  cent.  mensDiana,  and  they  pay  all 
««  adoration,  with  great  prefents,  to  him.  In  a 
^  little  time,  not  a  man  of  them  will  come  out 
^^  without  prefents  for  him.  Captain  Prince,  in 
^^  the  Marlborough,  ftopt  there  the  25th  in^mt^ 
*^  and  ftaid  with  him  two  days  i  and  he  bragged 
♦•  to  Mr,  Brown  that  he  had  plenty  of  beer,  wme^ 
^  &c.  and  a  Giver  punch-bowl  from  thence.  He 
^  paft  by  us,  and  in  his  pafling  he  was  fo  civil  as 
«<  to  (alute  the  flag,  which  was  more  than  he  did 
<<  laft  voyage,  and  then  ftopt  a  dayr  at  Morea  (a 
^  Dutch  fort)  I  fuppofe  to  take  in  flavea  aikl 
«  com.** 

From  John  Chaigneau,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftk» 
2  April  1707. 

XVU.  ^^  T  Muft  own  your  honours  have  been 
^  X  gi^^  fufierers  on  the  (ale  cf  goods 
^  theft  two  or  three  years  paft ;  it  was  Sir  Dalby 
^  Thomas's  opinion  fo  to  do,  rather  than  the  10 
^^  per  cent,  men  fliould  carry  all  the  trade.  Mr. 
**  Thomas  Feck  was  the  firft  10  per  cent,  man 
*^  (fince  my  time)  that  began  to  lower  the  price  of 
^  goods,  dbeciaUy  perpets,  which  he  fold  at  five 
*^  ackeys.  I  was  then  chief  at  Agga,  and  am  cer- 
^^  tain  the  10  per  cent,  men  did  always  fell  cheaper 
^^  than  we  did,  and  not  Sir  Dalby,  as  they  pre- 
^  tend :  the  reafon  of  it  is  (b  plain,  that  none  but 
^  themlelves  can  fay  aninft  it.  No  people  in  the 
^  world  (I  believe)  underftand  their  intereft  better 
^  than  the  Blacks  of  the  Gold-Coaft^  and  could 

O2  •♦they 
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•*  they  fupply  their  wants  as  cheap  at  your  ho- 
**  nours  faftorics  as  they  do  aboard  10  per  cent. 
•*  ihips,  one  would  think  they  woxild  not  put 
*'  themfelves  to  the  charge  of  canoe-hire,  and  the 
**  hazard  of  over-fetting  with  their  goods,  as  very 
^^  often  they  do:  befides  that  advantage  on  the 
**  price  of  goods,  they  have  that  on  the  price  of 
**  flaves  alfo,  which  they  could  not  expeft.to  fell 
**  fo  dear,  were  not  the  10  per  cent,  men  fo  for- 
«<  ward  and  fo  free  of  what  is  not  their  own.  It  is 
**  a  great  misfortune  that  your  honours  have  fo 
•*  many  to  contend  with,  and  of  that  temper, 
•'  that,  rather  than  you  Ihould  get,  they  would 
*'  willingly  lofe  ;  for  I  dare  fay  there  are  very  few 
•*  of  them  but  who  are  lofers  by  the  flave-trade." 

From  Seth  Grofvenor,  dated  Winnebah^  the  2d  of 
March,  1707-8. 

XVIII.  "  /THHE  10  percent,  fhips  are  a  mighty 
**  X  prejudice  to  our  trade,  for  when 
**  they  are  upon  the  coaft,  and  near  flaved,  they 
*'  difpofe  of  their  goods  at  prime  coft  for  dilpatch, 
"  and  give  very  extravagant  prices  for  flaves.'* 


From  John  Pafton,  dated  Agga,  the  3d  of  March 
1707-8. 

XIX.  "  rTpHE  10  per  cent,  men's  ufmg  this 
^^  X  place  fo  much  has  made  flaves  ex- 
*'  ceflive  dear.  Captains  Normanton  and  Martin 
*'  from  Briftol,  Captains  Bonham  and  Porter,  the 
*'  former  from  London,  the  other  from  Barbadoes, 
**  flaved  here  before  the  battles  were  fought,  and 
*'  they  gave  14  pieces  current  for  men,  and  nine 
•'  pieces  for  women,  and  Normanton,  it  is  faid, 
**  gave  15  pieces  for  men  for  his  difpatch.  When 

"  the 
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^  the  battk  was  fought  we  ezpefted  flaves  to  be 
^^  cheap,  but  Captain  Saunders,  a  Briftol-man, 
^^  Captain  Corbin  from  London,  Morgan  and 
•*  Hayes  in  two  brigantines,  kept  the  pnces  up, 
*^  that  we  could  not  buy  a  man  under  3  oz«  3  ac. 
«<  or  3  oz.  4  ac.  a  head,  nor  women  under  a  oz. 
^^  3  ac.  or  2  oz.  4  ac.  ahead.  Your  honours  fhips 
"  the  Queen- Anne's  and  Dorothy's  (laves  moft  of 
"  them  coft  this  price.  If  your  honours  obferve 
"  this  place  all  the  year  round,  one  year  with 
**  another,  men-flaves  are  dearer  by  12  ac.  upon 
^^  a  head,  than  they  are  to  windward  or  leeward, 
•*  and  women  in  proportion.  There  is  but  one 
**  veflcl  in  the  road  now  (nor  none  other  that  we 
**  can  hear  of  upon  the  coaft)  and  that  is  a  bri- 
**  gantinc  upon  your  honours  account,  from  Mr. 
"  Cheftcrof  Antcgoa;  I  believe  fhewill  be  (laved 
•*  in  this  road  at  1 1  pieces  the  men,  and  (even  the 
**  women,  in  le(s  time  than  her  charter-party  i^- 
"  cifies." 

I  have,  merely  for  brevity's  fake,  pretermitted 
here  the  extrafb  of  feveral  other  pertinent  letters 
and  advices,  fent  to  the  Royal  Anican  Company, 
touching  the  proceedings  of  the  feparate  traders 
and  others  on  the  Gold-Coafl,  fince  the  year  1607, 
which  truly  I  once  intended  to  have  inlertea  In 
this  chapter;  but  underftanding  that  there  are 
now  in  this  city  (everal  perfons  who  have  ferved 
the  company  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  fome 
years  together,  m  the  refpedtive  qualities  of  agents, 
^iftors,  captains,  matters  and  mates  of  fhips,  lieu- 
tenants, fe^eants,  and  gunners  of  forts,  carpenters, 
&c,  and  that  they  are  ready  (if  required)  to  atteft 
tbe  verity  of  the  prcmiflcs,  and  (everal  other  ma- 
terial points  of  faft  of  the  fame  nature,  to  the 
Parliament;  and  confidering  likewife,  that  the 
O  3  (everal 
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feveral  matters  of  fa6l  already  charged  on  the 
feparate  traders,  in  the  firft  part  of  thefe  Reflec- 
tions, are  fufficiently  explained  and  vouched  by 
the  foregoing  extracts,  I  think  it  needlefs  to  en- 
large any  further,  at  prefent,  on  the  heads  of  this 
chapter,  by  particular  refleftions  or  otherways, 
and  Ihall  therefore  referve  any  refleftions  which  I 
may  have  thereupon  till  fome  further  occafion. 


CHAP.     III. 

ExtraSts  of  feveral  written  tejlimonies  and  ad- 
vices fent  to  the  Royal  African  Company ^ 
touching  the  fraudulent  and  undermining 
fradtices  of  the  general  and  agents  of  the 
Dutch  JVeJl'India  Company  on  the  coaji  of 
Guinea,  fnce  the  year  i^gj. 

From  Meflieurs  William  Ronan,  William  Melrofs, 
and  Nicholas  Buckeridge. 

I.  •*  TQY  a  deferter  from  the  Mina  we  arc  in- 
*'  tJ  formed,  that  the  Dutch  Company  have 
•*  fent  over  pofitive  orders  to  fpare  no  colls  to 
*'  carry  on  the  war,  and  drive  us  out  of  Com- 
*'  menda ;  and  for  that  end  the  general,  with  a 
**  large  fum  of  money,  hath  corrupted  the  BrafFo 
*'  of  Fanteen,  and  Captain  of  Quanian,  to  aflSft 
•*  Little-Tagee,  to  whom  we  had  lately  given  fe- 
**  veral  dalhees,  to  encourage  them  to  be  true  to 
•*  the  Englifh,  for  which  they  had  taken  fetiihes 
**  (or  oaths)  to  ftop  that  current.  We  are  necef- 
•*  fitated  to  be  at  confidcrable  expence  to  your 

**  honours, 
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*'  honours,  to  aflift  the  Captain  of  Abra,  Kings 
•^  of  AgguafFo,  Fetue  and  Saboo,  who  with  us 
**  are  jointly  refolvcd  to  depofe  the  BrafFo  of 
"  of  Fanteen,  and  Captain  of  Quaman,  and  make 
**  the  Captain  of  Abra,  BrafFo  in  his  Head,  which, 
**  with  the  Danchaes  affiftance  (who  fide  with  the 
*'  King  of  AguafFo,  &c.  and  are  coming  down  to 
*'  difpute  their  differences  with  the  Arkames) 
*'  doubt  not  but  fliall  fruftrate  all  the  Dutch  de- 
**  figns,  and  in  a  little  time  to  have  the  way 
*'  fo  opened,  as  to  have  a  confiderable  trade. 
**  We  hope  your  honours  will  confider,  and  ufe 
*'  fuch  meafures  at  home,  that  thefe  their  defigns 
"  may  be  fruftrated,  otherwife  it  will  prove  very 
"  expenfive  to  keep  your  honours  intereft  at 
**  Commenda,  or  any  where  elfe;  for  if  they 
*'  fhould  ever  get  the  better  there,  they  would 
*'  endeavour  the  deftruftion  of  all  your  honours 
"  faftories  on  the  coaft,'' 


From  Mr,  William  Cooper,  dated  Cape-Coaft- 
Caftle,  18  Dec.  1697. 

II.  "  \7I7^  ^^^^  ^^  welcome  news  of  peace 
*'  V  Y  by  two  Dutch  interlopers,  which,  if 
*'  true,  I  hope  may  be  a  means  to  promote  your 
*'  honours  intereft  in  the  management  of  this 
"  trade  •,  which  I  think  is  very  unjuft,  that  others 
"  fhould  be  fuffered  to  reap  the  benefit  of  thofe 
*'  great  expences  your  honours  are  daily  at  to 
*'  maintain  it  againft  our  unchriftian  neighbours, 
**  who  would  gladly  fpend  all  they  have  here,  to 
"  root  out  your  honours  pofleflion  on  this  coaft." 


O  4  From 
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From  Meffieurs  Nicholas  Buckcridgc,  William 
Cooper  and  John  Brown,  dated  Cape-Coaft- 
Caftle,  28  May  1698. 

III.  "  T7[ /^  ^^yt  at  laft  regained  your  honours 
"     y  V    poffeffion   at   Succundee.     Doubt 

*'  not,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  Adoones,  to  keep  it 
*'  againft  all  the  wiles  of  our  malicious  neighbours, 
^  who,  are  fure,  will  make  what  oppofition  they 
**  can.  We  have  fent  Mr.  Gabb  thither,  who 
**  hitherto  we  have  found  very  careful  in  his  em- 
*"  ploy,  and  believe  in  this  will  ufe  his  utmoft 
**  endeavours." 

From  Meffieurs  Nicholas  Buckeridge,  William 
Cooper  and  John  Brown,  dated  Cape-Coaft- 
Caftle,  26  June  1698. 

IV.  *'  rTTMilS  brings  your  honours  the  fad 
**     JL     news   of    our  white   men's    being 

**  beaten  off  from  your  ancient  poffeffion  of  Suc- 
**  cundee,  which  we  defigned  to  have  re-fettled, 
*'  as  by  our  laft  advices  ;  it  happening  upon  the 
**  I  ft  of  June  laft,  and  was  done  and  carried  on 
*'  by  Dutch  Blacks,  privately  fent  from  the  Mina, 
*'  fome  in  their  own  fliips  and  canoes,  and  the  reft 
•'  by  land.  We  having,  before-hand,  fecret  in- 
^'  telligence  from  feveral,  of  their  pernicious  in- 
*^  tentions,  fent  to  advife  the  general  thereof,  by 
*'  ours  of  the  29th  of  May  laft,  who  owned  to 
*'  have  fent  them,  as  by  his  of  the  9th  inft.  N.  S. 
*'  but  covered  their  defign.  They  went  under 
*'  pretence  of  going  to  demand  a  debt,  as  he  had 
*'  fent  them  for ;  but  from  what  they  did  when 
**  there,  is  evident  he  gave  them  no  fuch  com- 
*'  miffion  ;  the  which,  had  he  fo  pleafed,  he  might 

"  have 
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*^  have  countermanded,  but  would  not,  we  having 
*'  timely  forewarned  him,  before  any  mifchief  was 
*'  done,  to  prevent  it,  and  not  fuffer,  nor  fend 
**  his  Blacks  to  molcft  our  fettlement,  and  to  cut 
"  off  the  lives  of  our  white  men,  in  fervicc  of  your 
**  honours  there." 


Part  of  a  letter  from  Mcflicurs  Buckeridge,  Cooper 
and  Brown,  dated  Cape-CoaPr-Caftle,  29  May 
1698,  to  Mr.  John  Van  Sevenhuyfen,  General 
at  the  Mina. 

V.  **  WJ^  ^^""^  ^^  hopes,  by  our  late  con- 
"  VV  traft,  we  fhould  have  lived  in 
**  amity,  which  truly  is  our  dcfire ;  but  we  pcr- 
**  ceive  your  mind  is  otherways  bent,  elfe  you 
*'  would  not  fend  your  people  rrom  the  Mina  by 
*'  land,  or  your  fliips  by  fea,  to  take  our  fort  at 
**  Succundee,  for  what  reafon  we  know  not ;  we 
**  are  fare  by  no  provocation  from  us,  or  the  peo- 
*'  pie  that  are  our  friends.  We  do  not  defire  to 
*'  moleft  your  fort,  and  you  muft  expeft,  if  our 
'*  people  be  cut  off,  their  lives  will  be  required  at 
*'  your  hands. 

"  Our  floop,  by  diftrcfs  of  weather,  at  Suc- 
^^  cundee-Road,  lofing  both  anchors,  the  mailer 
**  lent  on  board  your  fhip,  defiring  the  lend  of 
'*  one,  but  the  mcffengers  were  anfwered  by  your 
**  mate,  *•  It  is  true  we  have  enough,  but  do  you 
**  think  we  will  fpare  any  to  you  j  do  you  not  ice 
*'  we  arc  fcnt  to  take  your  fort,  and  can  you  cx- 
**  peft  our  help  ?**  To  which  our  men  anfwered, 
*'  We  muft  then  perifli."  To  which  your  mate 
"  (lightly  replied,  "  Why  then  perifh,  and  the 
•*  Lord  have  mercy  upon  your  fouls/* 

I  From 
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From  Meflieurs  Buckeridge,  Cooper  and  Brown, 
to  Mr.  John  Van  Sevenhuyfen,  dated  Cape- 
Coaft-Caftle,  7  June  1698. 

VI.  "  TT^OUR's  of  the  9th  inftant,  N.  S.  have 
"  X  received,  wherein  you  feem  to  be  dif- 
*•  gufted  at  the  precaution  we  gave  you  of  the 
'*  mifchief  we  not  only  fufpefted,  but  was  in- 
*'  formed  of,  by  your  own  people,  was  intended 
**  againft  ours  at  Succundee.  We  wifh  there  had 
*'  been  as  little  truth  in  it  as  you  pretend,  but  we 
*'  find  to  the  contrary,  our  white  men  being  mur- 
*'  dered,  and  other  black  fervants  ;  our  flaves 
*'  feized,  houfes  burned,  the  Royal  African  Com- 
*'  pany's  lawful  poffeffions  wrefted  by  force  and 
*'  violence  from  us ;  and  not  only  this,  but  the 
**  furviving  men  ftript  and  miferably  abufed  by 
**  them.  You  acknowledged  to  have  fent  them 
*'  with  a  fham  pretence  of  receiving  debts ;  we  are 
**  not  fenfible  of  any  debt  due  from  our  company 
**  to  your*s,  if  we  were,  you  might  affure  yourfelf 
*'  of  fatisfa&ion  upon  demand,  and  not  put  you 
**  to  the  trouble  and  charge  of  levying  an  army. 
**  The  occafion  now  of  troubling  you  is,  to  know 
•'  whether  you  will  acknowledge  thefe  things  to 
*'  have  been  done  by  your  order ;  if  fo,  we  fhall 
"  leave  it  to  your  betters :  but  hoping  to  find  it 
"  otherwife,  and  that  you  deliver  up  thofe  bloody 
"  villains,  the  authors,  to  receive  the  punifhment 
**  fuitable  to  the  deferts  of  murder,  &c.  which  in 
**  juftice  you  cannot  deny :  although  you  might, 
*'  by  flight  evafions,  feek  excufes,  you  cannot 
**  reafonably  think  but  that  other  fatisfaftion  will 
"  be  required. 


Ci 


You 
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**  You  arc  pleafed  to  fay  you  fent  your  Ihip  to 
**  look  after  interlopers,  which  we  admire  you 
**  fliould  pretend,  when  the  whole  country  knows 
**  of  the  contrary,  (he  being  never  defigned  far- 
*•  ther  than  Butteroe  and  Succundee,  at  which 
**  places  you  well  knew  (he  was  not  likely  to  meet 
**  with  any.  Had  you  been  wholly  clear  of  this 
**  aftion,  your  Copeman  durft  not  have  fuffered 
*•  the  plunderer  to  have  been  brought  into  his 
**  fort,  as  was  done,  before  all  our  white  men's 
^*  faces,  and  fo  barbaroufly  to  abufe  them,  and  to 
^^  inhumanly  to  turn  them  abroad  almoft  naked, 
*'  and  with  the  captain  to  ridicule  their  misfor- 
''  tunes.  Our  guns  cannot  be  carried  off  by  the 
^^  Blacks ;  and  many  other  things  are  there  loft, 
**  which  we  expeft  you  to  enquire  after,  being 
*'  afted  by  perfons  commiflionated  by  you. 

**  We  return  you  thanks  for  your  generous 
"  proffer  of  affifting  us  in  the  recovery  of  any 
"  debts  that  fhould  be  due  to  our  company  from 
"  any  perfons  under  your  protection;  there 
*'  are  feveral  now  at  the  Mina,  who  were  chief 
*'  adtors  in  this  a6lion,  confiderably  indebted  to 
'*  our  company,  the  which  we  long  fincc  adviled 
**  you  of.  We  Ihall  not  further  inlarfi;e  at  prefent, 
*^  hoping,  as  you  have  always  profeft  yourfelf  a 
•*  ftrift  obferver  of  the  amity  and  union  of  both 
**  nations,  you  will  now  fhcw  it  by  an  exemplary 
**  piece  of  juftice,  in  delivering  up  the  aftors  of 
^*  this  bloody  tragedy,  as  well  for  their  debts  as 
**  this  their  other  villainy ;  which,  with  due  rc- 
*^  fpeAs,  is  all  at  prefent  from,  &c.*' 


From 
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From  Ditto's  to  Ditto. 

SIR,        Capc-Coaft-Caftlc,  i6 July  1698. 

VII.  "  TTTHEN  our  white  men,  who  were 
**  VV  wounded  at  Succundcc,  are  reco- 
**  vered,  we  (hall  take  their  depofitions  concerning 
"  what  we  wrote  you  in  our  laft,  and  give  the  need- 
**  ful  anfwer  to  your*s.  This,  in  the  mean  while, 
**  ferves  to  inform,  we  are  advifed  by  our  chief 
**  at  Winnebah,  that  one  of  our  company's  (laves, 
**  named  Coffee,  travelling  upon  the  road  towards 
**  Mumford,  to  buy  com,  was  fet  upon  between 
"  that  and  your  faftory  at  Apom,  by  one  of  your 
**  black  fervants,  and  two  of  your  company's 
**  flaves  there,  who  killed  him,  with  more  than 
"25  ftabs  in  his  body,  cutting  his  neck  round  to 
'*  the  bone.  Our  faid  faftor  fent  to  your's  at 
**  Apom,  to  demand  fatisfaftion  for  the  murder, 
**  which  is  denied,  and  is  the  reifon  we  addrefs 
**  ourfelves  to  you,  that  if  you  do  not  approve  of 
**  what  they  committed,  you  will  now  (hew  it  by 
*'  an  exemplary  juftice  done  upon  the  murderers, 
**  which,  with  our  joint  refpefts,  is  what  offers  at 
**  prefent  from,  &c." 

From  Meffieurs  Nicholas  Buckeridge,  Howfley 
Freeman,  and  Samuel  Wallis,  dated  at  Cape- 
Coaft-CaiUe,  5  March  1699 

VIII.  "  TXrE  (hail  obferve  your  orders  relating 
"  VV  to  Dutch  interlopers,  and  not 
**  permit  any  into  this  Roadj  but  we  cannot, 
*'  with  fafety  to  your  honours  intereft,  fuffer  the 
**  Dutch  company's  fhips  to  come  in  or  lie  here, 
*'  under  the  notion  of  intercepting  them,  for  by 
"  that  means  we  Ihould  never  be  clear  of  their 

**  fhip- 
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*^  (hipping,  and  thofe  loaded  with  goods,  to  rob 
**  us  of  our  trade.  The  Dutch  Weft-India  Com- 
^^  pany  may  make  your  honours  abundance  of 
**  ^ecious  pretences  of  amity  and  friendly  cor- 
"  refpondence,  in  point  of  fettling  the  commerce 
*'  and  other  affairs  of  this  country,  but  we  arc 
**  fatisfied  it  is  impoffible  tor  them,  or  their  agents 
**  here,  to  keep  any  contraft  of  that  kind  invio- 
*'  lable,  efpecially  when  the  leaft  profpedt  of  ad- 
*'  vantage  appears  on  their  fide ;  as  your  honours 
**  may  be  fatisfied  by  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gerrard  Gore's 
**  letter  inclofed,  wherein  you  will  perceive  their 
**  fole  endeavours  are,  as  opportunity  prefents, 
"  to  fupplant  and  undermine  your  honours  inte- 
**  reft  and  trade  on  the  coaft,  as  much  as  ever 
*'  they  did  the  Eaft-India  Company's  at  Amboyna, 
"  and  (if  it  were  in  their  power)  by  the  like  bar- 
**  barous  methods." 

Copy  of  Gerrard  Gore's  letter  to  the  chief  mer- 
chants at  Cape-Coaft-Caftle,  dated  Commenda 
the  8th  Feb.  1699- 1700. 

"  Worthy  Sirs, 
IX.  "  rr\  HIS  comes  acquainting  your  wor- 
*'  X  fliips,  that  the  Cuffera  traders  (which 
*'  in  my  laft,  of  the  29th  of  Jan.  I  advifed  your 
'*  worlhips  of)  who  bought  fome  goods  here,  and 
*'  came  to  treat  here  of  other  goods,  and  of  an 
"  open  way  to  bring  traders  here,  who  were 
friends  to  Little  Taggee,  named  Hooke-come, 
who  are  affiftants  to  Little  Taggee  in  this  fight, 
going  then  a  new  way  up  into  their  country, 
with  two  or  three  of  John  Cabefs's  men,  and 
my  canoe,  and  goin^  up  the  river  that  is  on 
this  fide  Shumah,  they  were  all  panyared  (or 
fdzed)  by  a  Doom-Cabafhire  named  Occrew, 

"  who 


u 
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who  lives  going  up  that  river  •,  and  he  faid  that 
he  was  ordered  to  do  the  fame  by  the  Dutch, 
and  to  feizc  all  Englifh  goods  from  all  traders 
that  had  bought  them  here,  and  alfo  further  to 
panyar  (or  feize)  all  people  and  all  things  that 
belongs  to,  or  comes  from  John  Cabefs.  Thefe 
men  and  goods  have  been  panyared  thefe  eight 
days,  but  never  heard  thereof  before  this  morn- 
ing, which  I  thought  fit  to  acquaint  your  wor- 
**  fhips  of,  having  fent  this  by  one  of  John  Ca- 
bels's  men,  and  the  canoe  that  brought  this 
news,  to  inform  your  worfhips  of  the  particu* 
lars  more  at  large,  is  the  needful  at  preient, 
from,  &c/ 


,  *» 
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From  Meffieurs  Howfley  Freeman,  Tho.  Peck, 
and  William  Hicks,  dated  Capc-Coaft-Caftle, 
9  Feb.  1 701-2. 

X.  "  T)Efore  the  receipt  of  your's,  having  no- 
"  j3  tice  of  fome  villainies  committed  by 
Barter,  being  up  in  the  country,  fent  for  him 
down ;  but  he,  being  confcious  of  our  having 
•*  knowledge  of  his  aftions,  flew  up  into  the 
•'  country.  We  doubt  his  under-hand  dealings 
**  with  the  Dutch,  who  take  his  part  (although 
*•  Mr.  Peck  went  to  the  Mina  to  confult  them) 
will  put  us  to  fome  inconveniences." 


<c 


From  Mr.  Thomas  Cooper  (chaplain)  dated  Cape- 
Coaft-Caftle,  19  Sept.  1701. 

XL  **  ripHERE  is  war  between  us  and  the 
**  X  Blacks  of  Annamaboe,  and  all  things 
•*  arc  in  diforder  and  confufion  -,  and  likewife  it  is 
"  reported  that  the  Dutch  (contrary  to  the  articles 
"  agreed  upon)  aflift  the  Blacks  with  powder  and 

•*  guns.*' 

Fron) 
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From  Mr.  William  Coles,  dated  Accra,  24  April 

1702. 

XII.  "  /^N  the  2d  of  March  1701-2, 1  arrived 
"  \J  at  Cape-Coaft-Caftle  in  good  health, 

**  which,  I  blefs  God,  continues.  By  reafon  of 
••  my  fliort  ftay  there,  cannot  inform  your  honours 
**  farther,  than  that  they  were  full  of  Palavers, 
•*  the  town's  people  often  difturbed  by  the  Fetuefc 
•*  firing  into  the  town.  Barter  was  then  with  the 
**  Dutch  at  Commenda,  where  he  has  fince  flaved 
•*  off  a  brigantine,  Capt.  Corbin,  commander.'* 

From  ditto  Coles,  dated  Winnebah,  14  Sept.  1702. 

XIII.  "  /^N  the  death  of  the  King  of  Quam- 
"  V^  boe,  the  King  of  Ackim  has  made 

*'  war,  in  which  if  he  proves  fuccefsful,  will  make 
well  for  Accra  and  Alampoe.  Concerning  the 
latter,  I  think  it  would  be  much  to  your  ho- 
nours intereft  to  give  fome  Ipeedy  and  neceffary 
orders  for  finifhing  that  fon.     Capt.  James  has 

•*  already,  by  the  inftigation  of  the  Danes  and 

**  Dutch,  fallen  from  his  promlle  in  aflifting  the 

**  people  in  that  work." 

From  Zorobabel  Swinefield  to  James  Gray,  Elqj 
dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle,  15  May  1703. 

XIV.  "  TTOW  much  the  Dutch  are  your  ri- 
*'  JTjl  vals  in  trade,   your  honour  is  a 

**  judge ;  but  it  cannot  be  expefted  ours  fhould 
*•  encreaie,  whilft  they  give  Barter  a  proteftion, 
**  under  their  caftle,  to  ftop  any  from  coming  in 
**  here.  I  cannot  tell  what  courfe  the  gentlemen 
**  defign  to  take  for  the  future  to  prevent  fuch 

*•  incon- 
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^  inconveniences,  but  certainly  at  prefent  we  fuficr 
**  much  by  his  villainy." 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Capc-Coaft-CafUe, 
23  March  1703. 

XV.  **  /^^  ^^  22^  January  I  received  a  letter 
**  V-/  from  Mr.  John  Snow,  your  honours 
**  chief  at  your  fort  of  Winebah,  dated  20th  of 
^*  the  faid  month,  by  which  he  gave  me  an  ac- 
^^  count,  that  the  Dutch  were  coming  to  fettle  at 
"  Sanja  or  Barracoe-Point,  in  the  country  of  An- 
*•  guina,  near  your  fort  of  Winebah. 

**  The  Dutch  have  a  fort  at  a  place  called 
<^  Apong,  within  three  leagues  on  this  fide  (or, 
«*  as  they  call  it,  to  windward)  of  Winebah,  and 
♦*  Samja,  or  Barracoe-Point,  within  three  leagues 
*«  on  the  other  fide  (or  to  leeward)  of  Winebah  ; 
**  io  that,  by  this  defign,  your  honours  fort  was 
•*  to  be  hemmed  in,  and  you  defeated  of  your 
**  trade,  this  laft  place  being  the  only  road  left 
•*  for  your  traders  to  come  to  your  fort  at  Wine- 
^^  bah,  being  a  pafs  that  all  people  muft  come 
**  through  who  defign  for  Winebah;  and  the 
*'  Dutch  have  never  failed  (as  I  have  been  in- 
*'  formed)  by  money  or  force,  where  they  have 
**  power,  to  hinder  the  traders  from  coming  to 
**  your  forts,  which  made  me  the  more  concerned, 
**  they  well  knowing  that  your  goods  would  gain 
**  all  the  traders,  being  better  goods  than  theirs, 
**  and  more  defirable  by  the  natives.** 

Ditto. 

«  TTE  (the  Dutch  general)  alfo  denied  thedeli- 
"  |lj[  very  of  Prince,  alias  Auricoo  of  Sanja, 
*^  alias  Barraco,  who  was  (when  demanded  by 
"  Dr.  Mitchel)  in  the  cattle  of  the  Mina,  a  fcrvant 

•*  of 
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**  of  yours,  and  a  native  of  the  kingdom  of  An- 
**  guina ;  one  of  thofe  that  put  the  general  upon 
^^  lettling  at  Sanja,  near  your  honours  fort  at 
•*  Wincbah/' 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  at  Cape-Coaft- 
Caftk,  9Apr^  1704. 

XVI.  "  T  Hope  you  will  prevent  the  Dutch 
**  X  from  driving  you  out  of  this  country^ 
**  as  by  degrees  they  will,  at  all  times,  when  they 
^^  can  endeavour  it.  I  (hall  not,  without  your 
*•  order,  make  ufe  of  the  prefent  power  I  have  to 
"  difturb  them.'* 

Ditto. 

**  rip  HE  Dutch  general  gave  him  (Mr.  Peck) 
**  X  his  lift  in  every  thing,  and  became,  con- 
<^  trary  to  his  promue  to  me,  lus  great  amico.  He 
♦*  would  never  come  to  Cape-Coaft  -,  wooded  and 
**  watered,  by  the  Dutch  general's  direftion,  at 
**  Shumah." 


This  is  mentioned,  becaufe  the  Dutch  general 
knew  Peck  to  be  a  late  unfaithful  fervant  of  the 
company's. 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle, 
29  Oft.  1704. 

XVII.  "  T  Doubt  not  but,  in  a  little  time,  to 
**  X  niake  Succundee  anfwer,  which  is 
*'  refettled  with  very  little  charge,  though  the 
"  Dutch  ufed  all  their  ftratagcms  to  prevent  it, 
"  and  offered  great  fums  to  bring  the  people  upon 
**  us  ;  but  they  have  been  tired  with  their  (Dutch) 
*'  tyranny." 
VoL.V.  P  From 
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From  ditto,  dated  4  Jan.  1704. 

XVIII.  «  TJY  thcpaft,  as  well  as  prefent  daily 
"   iJ  behaviour  of  the  Dutch  here,  it  is 

"  demonftrable  that  they  will  never  keep  any  con- 
*'  traft  or  agreement  they  make ;  for  their  treach- 
"  crops  ways  of  dealings  having  got  them  fo  many 
*'  pofleffions,  it  cannot  be  hoped  to  have  any  fin- 
*'  cerity  from  them. 

''  They  have  the  advantage  of  all  other  nations ; 
*'  their  minifters  of  ftate,  and  all  other  their  law- 
**  makers,  being  merchants,  and  moft  generally 
"  interefted  in  their  trading  companies,  thote 
*'  companies  never  want  proper  laws  nor  encou- 
*'  ragement,  and  the  governors  and  generals  of 
*'  their  focieties  in  foreign  parts  never  want  the 
"  States  proteftion,  aft  they  but  wifely,  be  it 
**  never  fo  treacheroufly." 

Ditto. 

••  rr\  H  E  BrafFo  of  Fanteen,  who  is  the  head 

*'  X     ^^^  of  ^^  ^3^  country  where  Cormantine 

"  is,  fent  me  word  that  the  Dutch  general  had 

•'  been  down  at  Cormantine,   to  ftir  the  people 

**  againft  us,  and  that,  with  his  and  the  King  of 

*•  Saboo^s  inftigation,  they  had  brought  many  over 

"  to  unite  againft  us." 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas^  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle, 
30  May  1705. 

XIX.  "  npHE  Dutch  General  has  alfo  fet  up 
**     X     a  Cabafheer  at  the  Mina,  to  be  Dey 

*'  of  Fetue,  to  oppofe  the  Queen  and  the  Dey 
*'  that  arc  with  Us,  to  hearten  the  people  that  are 

^  at 
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^  at  Fetuc  net  to  return  to  their  duty,  and  to 
*'  encourage  them  to  hold  out  againft  your  ho- 
**  nours  intereft.** 

From  Mr.  Charles  Hayes,  dated  Cape-Coaft  Cattle^ 
29  Aug.  1705. 

XX.  "  TT  was  the  prefent  management  of  the 
**  A  Dutch  that  fet  me  upon  the  enquiry  j 
•'  I  have  fcen  fo  much  of  their  undermining  tem- 
**  per  and  difhonourable  proceedings  on  this 
*'  coafl,  that  I  was  willing  to  be  informed  what 
**  part  they  a<5ted  in  former  days :  by  ail  that  I 
^*  can  learn,  they  are,  in  all  times,  unchangeable 
"  and  the  fame. 

**  By  their  bribery  and  treachery  your  trade  has 
•*  been  ftopt,  goods  feized,  traders  imprifoned, 
**  your  forts  taken  and  deftroyed,  and  feveral  of 
•*  your  fervants  loft  their  lives,  openly  defendinor 
**  the  honour  and  intereft  of  their  mafters  and 
"  country  againft  the  bloody  emiffaries  of  the 
**  Dutch  5  and  the  villains  who  have  been  moft 
•*  deeply  concerned  in  fuch  aftions,  they  have 
**  ever  afterwards  encouraged  and  protcfted: 
^"^  they  have  fpared  neither  coft  nor  charges  to 
•*  interrupt  and  oppofe  your  lawful  fcttlemcnts, 
"  and  to  embroil  thofe  countries  in  war  who  dared 
**  to  efpoufe  your  intereft  ;  they  have  feized  your 
**  goods  and  canoes  by  fea,  and  fh)m  their  forts 
**  fired  great  (hot  at  yours,  when  they  have  had 
*'  the  colours  of  Great-Britain  flying  on  them  j 
•'  they  have,  in  hoftile  manner,  fired  at  your  fer- 
**  vants,  both  Whites  and  Blacks,  when  employed 
**  about  your  bufinefs,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives  % 
*'  they  have  ufurped  to  themfelves  the  fovcreignty 
**  of  the  feas,  guarding  and  infulting  your  roads, 
*'  taking  ihips  of  pur  allies  out  of  fome,  and  in 
Pa  "the 
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**  the  very  mouth  of  others,  contrary  to  known 
*'  privileges,  efteemed  moft  facred  by  all  nations, 
*'  and  in  defiance  to  the  crown  and  dignity  of 
"  England,  to  which  of  right  they  belong,  and 
*'  who,  on  all  other  occafions,  has  ever  appeared 
"  Angularly  jealous  of  her  honour  and  preroga- 
"  tives  at  fea.  In  a  word,  they  have  neither  va- 
"  lued  alliances  nor  the  moft  facred  laws  of  nature 
''  and  nations,  when  they  have  had  a  point  to 
*'  gain  on  this  coaft,  juftifying  themfelves  by  a 
"  pretended  right  to  moft  places  on  the  coaft, 
"  which  they  as  confidently  aflert  as  if  they  had 
''  had  immemorable  prefcription,  and  the  univer- 
*'  fal  confent  of  nations  and  the  natives  on  their 
**  fide,  none  of  which  can  they,  in  the  leaft,  pre- 
"  tend  to  juftly.  Now,  when  you  have  fuffered 
•'  as  much  as  has  been  poflible  for  them,  by  bar- 
**"  barity  and  treachery,  to  accomplifh,  muft  the 
**  memory  of  fuch  aftions  fink  into  forgetfulnefs  ? 
*'  That  is  the  way  to  encourage  them  to  go  on  in 
*'  their  affronts  and  abufes  !  It  is,  in  my  humble 
•'  opinion,  high  time  to  look  out,  and  give  warn- 
*'  ing,  and,  by  a  fair  and  impartial  reprefentation 
*'  of  their  management,  for  a  feries  of  many  years, 
•'  to  make  the  nation  fenfible  what  fort  of  people 
"  they  have  to  deal  with,  and  to  fee  whether  their 
•'  aftions  do  not  correfpond  with  that  memorable 
*'  faying,  *  That  the  Dutch  are  England's  eternal 
"  enemies  in  trade,  both  by  intereft  and  inclina- 
•'  tion/ 

*'  And  poflibly  it  may  then  appear  reafonable 
•'  to  feek  for  that  juft  fatisfaftion  which  the 
•'  wounded  honour  and  intereft  of  England,  and 
*'  the  blood  of  her  innocent  fubjefts,  and  your 
*'  fcrvants,  loudly  call  for,  or  at  leaft  to  take 
*'  fuch  meafures  as  may  difappoint  them  hereafter ; 
*'  for,  unlcfs  the  fuprem^e  powers  of  the  nation 

"  efpoufe 
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*^  dpoufe  this  caufe,  the  intereft  of  England  in 
^^  foreign  parts  muft  fink,  wherever  the  treacherous 
^  Dutch  can  have  footing ;  and  it  is  certain  that 
^  forts  and  caftles  are  not  only  neceflary,  for  fe- 
^  curing  your  trade  with  the  natives,  but  that  the 
^  publick  authority  muft  encourage  means  to  get 
^^  immediate  open  fatisfaftion,  either  here  or  at 
*'  home,  on  fuch  a  people,  when  gentler  means 
**  become  ineffcAuaL" 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle, 
Sept.  1705*. 

XX.  "  TNclofed  is  the  proteft  againft  the  Dutch 
**  jL  Company,  for  your  lofe  in  the  Phoenix 
•*  (loop,  and  the  men's  certificates  of  the  Dutch- 
^  man's  managing  of  them.  If  your  honours 
^^  cannot  have  redreis  in  theie  thii^,  you  muft 
**  leave  off  trading  in  finall  veflels,  for  they  take 
*'  a  pride  in  hunting  your  finall  vei&ls  about,  and 
^  commanding  your  fliip-mafters  on  board,  to 
**  Ihewthe  natives  on  fliore,  and  their  own  Blacks 
**  on  board,  how  they  can  infult  over  us.  I  be- 
•*  lieve  it  is  worth  your  honours  while  to  know  by 
^^  what  authority  they  command  your  captains  out 
**  of  your  ftiips  5  for,  if  poflible,  it  fliould  not  be, 
"  I  think." 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle, 
Nov.  I,  1705. 

XXI.  "  TV^J^-   Nuyts    recommends    a  gooc! 

**  JLi^JL  fnendlhip,  &c.  and  keeping  the 

*'  natives    in    order,     and    immediately    breaks 

**  through  it,  and  entertains  John  Cabefs,  who 

P  3  \\?s 

*  THe  original  is  Jarcd  BIank»  Sept.  1705. 
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<«  was  a  villainous  fervant  to  your  honours,  and 
**  owes  money  (though,  by  the  pawns,  I  believe 
**  your  honours  will  be  no  lofers ;  but  they  and 
^*  John  think  otherways.)  I  think  this  doing  is  a 
**  mighty  change  from  his  letter,  breaking  all 
**  friendfhip,  and  encouraging  the  villainous  tern* 
•*  per  of  the  natives,  inftead  of  keeping  them  in 
*'  order.  Your  honours  may  fee  a  Dutchman's 
'*  temper  5  this  John  Cabefs  having  cut  off  the 
•*  heads  of  about  half  a  dozen  Dutchmen,  and  yet 
"  a  bulfc  of  gold  has  attoned  for  the  punifhment 
*'  due  to  him,  which  the  late  general  has  often 
*'  threatened  him  with. 

*♦  I  am  alfo  informed  by  Mr.  Harris,  your  chief 
**  at  Succundee,  that  the  Dutch  Copeman  has 
**  panyared  (or  fecured)  the  Cabafheers  there,  and 
"  maae  them  take  fetilhes  that  they  would  not 
"  come  near  the  caftle,  nor  do  us  any  fervice  5 
**  and  they  forbear.** 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  10  Feb.  1705-6. 

XXII.  "  T  Went  for  Dickies-cove,  and  when  I 
*'  A  arrived  there,  the  Cabafheers  of 
**  Dickies-cove  told  me,  that  the  day  before  the 
*'  Dutch  had  delivered  out  arms,  powder  and  am- 
**  munition  to  all  the  people  of  Butteroe,  Pam- 
"  paney,  and  all  other  places  thereabouts,  and 
*'  had  given  them  orders  to  deftroy  all  the  people 
*'  of  Taccarado,  and  murther  the  white  men ; 
**  particularly,  if  they  catch  me  alive,  to  cut  off 
•*  my  head,  and  fend  it  to  Mr.  Nuyts,  Copeman 
*'  of  Mina.  I  alked  them  how  they  could  tell 
"  thofe  particulars  ?  They  faid,  they  had  friends 
**  and  relations  among  them,  wlio  had  fent  them 
'*  word  of  it ;  and  the  next  day  after  my  arrival, 
**  they  told  me  they  had  deftroyed  and  burnt  the 

**  the 
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^^  town  of  Taccarado»  killed  one,  and  wounded 
"  four/' 

Ditto. 

**  TF  your  honours  do  not  take  it  to  be  your 
^^  X  intereft  to  check  the  Dutch  in  all  their 
**  doings,  you  will  quickly  find  them  to  root  you 
**  out  in  moft  places.  They  do  not  deny  their 
"  giving  the  natives  money,  powder,  ammuni- 
•*  tion,  &c.  for  deftroying  the  people  of  Tacca- 
**  rado,  and  your  people  there-  They  fay  they 
**  may  give  out  what  they  pleafe  to  the  natives, 
**  witnout  breach  of  peace. 

From  Ditto,  dated  6  March  1705-6. 

XXIII.  "  ]V  >f  R-  Crabb  goes  for  England  by 
**  IVJL  ^^  Broughton,  he  being  fo  deat, 
^  and  having  luch  a  noife  in  his  head,  as  he  fays^ 
**  he  is  not  fit  for  your  bufinefs :  he  will  acquaint 
"  your  honours  of  the  Dutch  ufing  us  at  Tacca- 
**  rado.  They  have  lately  cut  down  and  deftroycd 
"  a  lime-houle  we  built,  to  prcferve  your  lime  in 
**  the  time  of  rain  j  and  they  make  a  jeft  of  us  to 
**  the  natives,  that  we  have  not  time  to  build,  wc 
^^  follow  nothing  but  punch,  but  that  they  will 
"  build  a  fort  at  Taccarado :  but  whether  the 
«*  natives  will  permit  or  no,  I  cannot  tell.  They 
**  are  impudent  enough,  not  only  to  cxpofe  us  by 
^  talking,  &c.  but  by  their  adions  by  fea  and 
**  land.  At  fea  their  cruizcrs  will  chace  and  fire 
^*  jQiot  at  your  coailers,  and  all  other  your  finall 
**  veffels,  though  known  by  them,  to  bring  us 
^^  to,  for  them  to  fhew  the  Blacks  and  their 
"  people  how  they  command  us.  Captain  Green 
**  can  inform  your  honours  how  he  had  two  Ihot 
"  fired  at  him  5   and  until  your  honours  thinl- 

P  4  **    COT». 


2i6  Reflections   on 

**  convenient  to  prevent  it,  by  giving  direAioni 
*'  to  your  people  to  deal  with  them  as  they  deal 
*'  by  you  -,  or  that  the  Dutch  company  make  re- 
**  moval  of  their  chiefs  for  doing  thcfe  things, 
**  and  pay  you  and  your  people  for  all  the  da- 
*'  mages  they  receive  in  boay  and  eftates  •,  for  till 
"  then  thefe  things  will  be  daily  doing," 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  26  March  1706. 

XXIV.  "  rpHE  Dutch  ftiU  go  on  in  giving  us 
"  X  ^  ^h^  affronts  they  can:  tfiey 
*'  have  panyared  our  goods  that  were  carrying 
♦'  from  Commenda  by  traders,  and  they  fay  they 
*'  will  do  it  till  they  give  our  notes  out.  I  do  not 
*'  know  that  your  honours  are  to  trade  under 
**  them,  or  by  their  leave.  When  our  affairs  are 
**  a  little  better  fettled,  I  believe  I  ftiall  venture  to 
make  them  an  example  for  it.'* 


c« 


From  Mr.  William  Hicks,  dated  Cape-Coaft- 
Cattle,  5  Feb.  1706-7. 

XXV.  "  A  Bout  negociating  a  peace  with  the 
"  X\  King  of  Saboo,  Sir  Dalby  Tho- 
*'  mas  fent  him  word  (it  being  late)  that  I  fhould 
*'  wait  on  him  the  next  morning ;  upon  which  he 
*'  returns  to  Morea,  a  Dutch  tort,  where  he  was 
*'  entertained  by  the  chief,  who  told  him  that  I 
^'  was  only  an  inttrument,  let  on  by  Sir  Dalby,  to 
"  betray  him ;  and  notwithftanding  all  the  fair 
"  promifes  I  gave  him,  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
"  perform  one  tittle  :  for,  to  aggravate  this  mat- 
^'  tcr  the  more,  he  affured  the  King,  if  the  general 
**  pleafed,  he  could  put  me  in  irons  too.  Thus, 
**  firs,   with   t  efe  terrifying   arguments   of  the 

"  Dutch, 
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^  Dutch,  was  my  fecond  attempt  of  fettling  a 
•^  peace  with  thdc  neighbouring  Kings  overfet.*' 

Ffom  Mr.  Seth  Grofvenor,  at  Winnebah,  without 
date,  fuppofed  to  be  Feb.  1706-7. 

Received  per  Broughton,  19  May  1707. 

XXVI.  **  T  Have  been  advifed.  that  this  country 
^^  X  of  An^;uina  was  formerly  entirely 
^  for  your  honours  mtereft,  as  by  the  contrao: 
**  betwixt  you  and  the  Queen  or  this  country  5 
^  but  the  Dutch,  like  treacherous  undermining 
'*  people,  have  encroached,  {o  as  to  make  a  fet- 
^^  tlement  at  a  place  called  Barracoe,  whene  they 
*^  have  ereded  a  finall  triangular  fort  of  12  guns. 

**  I  find  them  very  troubkfbme  neighbours, 
^  always  incenfing  the  natives  againft  us,  to  in- 
**  terrupt  us  in  our  trade.  The  Dutch  chief  at 
*^  Barracoe  lately  panyared  feveral  of  your  ho- 
^  nours  goods  from  traders,  which  they  had 
^^  bought  here  of  me,  telling  them  he  ihould  al- 
^  ways  continue  to  do  fb,  if  they  came  to  the 
^  Englifh  to  buy  goods. 

'^  I  fent  a  meflenger  to  demand  the  goods,  and 
"  to  know  the  realbn  why  he  panyared  them  ; 
*^  but  he  denied  the  delivery  of  them,  and  told 
^  the  meflenger,  it  was  becaufe  they  came  here 
**  to  buy  them. 

^  I  have  fince  had  a  meeting  with  the  faid 
**  Dutch  chief,  and  made  him  deliver  the  goods 
^^  again  to  me,  which  he  panyared  from  the  tra- 
"  ders :  he  alfb  promifed  never  to  panyar  any 
"  moi-e  of  your  honours  goods,  fince  which  he  is 
**  very  civil" 


From 
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From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Capc-Coaft-Caftlc, 
15  Feb.  1706-7, 

XXVIL  •*  /T^HE  Dutch  are  falfe  and  treache- 
^'  X  rous,  and  ever  will  be  under- 
*^  hand  dealers,  and  deftroyers  of  your  trade  and 
*'  people,  by  all  the  ways  and  means  they  can  in- 
*'  vent.  They  lately  took  a  Portugueze  from  un- 
*'  der  your  fort  at  Succundee,  that  came  in  for 
*^  proteftion,  and  their  cruizer  fired  feveral  (hot 
*'  at  our  fort  on  purpofe ;  and  fmce  then  they  have 
•*  fired  at  another,  m  your  road  at  Winnebah." 

From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  at  Cape-Coaft- 
CaiUe,  25  April  i707, 

XXVIII.  **  \  Proteft  being  fent  to  mc  from 
**  jt\  the  Mina,  to  hinder  us  from 
*'  having  oyller-fliells  at  Taccarado,  near  Suc- 
**  cundee ;  and  the  Copeman  of  the  Mina,  who 
*'  brought  it,  telling  me,  that  that  night  his  ge- 
*'  neral  or  he  was  to  go  up  to  Taccarado,  and 
^^  the  people  there  -,  and  the  neighbouring  Cabi- 
*^  fheers  having  taken  fetifhes  to  be  true  to  us, 
*'  and  to  ftand  by  one  another,  and  that  we  ftaould 
**  have  oyfter-fhells  there ;  and  your  chief  of  Suc- 
**  cundee  having  informed  me,  that  your  people 
^*  were  in  great  fear  of  the  Dutch,  and  that,  if  we 
*'  did  not  now  ftand  by  them,  they  Ihould  be  un- 
*'  done-,  and,  in  confideration  of  that,  and  the 
**  ufual  braggs  of  the  Dutch,  that  we  never  ftood 
*'  by  any  black  man,  and  fuffered  them  always  to 
*'  fall  into  their  hands,  to  be  puniftied  for  their 
♦*  rebelling  againft  them  (as  they  term  it)  we  have 
*'  thought  it  neceflary,  for  your  honours  intcreft, 
"  to  make  a  ftand  there  againft  the  Dutch ;  and 

"  there- 
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^  therefore,  as  foon  as  the  Dutchmen  were  gone^ 
«*  we  ordered  Caption  Taylor  to  get  himfelf  im- 
*^  mediately  in  a  readinefs  for  failing  for  Succun- 
**  dee,  and  we  (hipped  that  night  on  board  him 
•*  about  100  of  your  black  foldiers/* 

Ditto. 

«  npHE  Dutch  had  two  fhips  at  Tacearado 
*•  A  before  us,  fo  that  they  made  three  and 
**  we  but  one,  and  they  had  at  leaft  three  times 
**  the  number  of  Blacks  we  had ;  yet  we  made 
**  fuch  a  Hand  that  they  did  not  dare  to  aflFront 
*'  us ;  and  we  brought  the  Antee  people  to  the 
"  terms  we  defired,  and  in  every  thing  elfc  bad 
«'  the  honovir  of  the  day.'* 

Ditto. 

"  f\iJ  the  2  ad  Inftant  I  had  advice  from  Mr. 
**  V-/  Pearfon,  your  chief  at  Commenda,  and 
**  from  John  Cabefs,  that  the  Dutch  was  drawing 
**  the  Shumah  and  Yabbah  people,  to  windward 
**  of  Commenda,  together,  and  the  Mina  people, 
**  and  what  other  he  could  get  together,  to  attack 
♦'  John  in  his  croome,  and  that  your  chief  wanted 
*'  nothing  but  corn,  and  a  better  gunner,  in  cafe 
•*  they  fhould  be  blocked  up  or  attacked ;  upon 
**  which  we  immediately  difpatched  Mr.  Hicks  up 
**  (Mr.  Pearfon  being  weak,  and  not  well  in 
**  health)  with  your  gunner,  and  corn  in  your 
*'  Pindar's  long-boat,  and  a  five-hand  canoe,  all 
**  in  arms,  and  the  boat  with  two  patteraroes, 
•'  left  the  Dutch  fhould  pretend  to  ftop  them  as 
*'  they  pafs  by  the  Mina,  as  they  have  endea- 
•'  voured  to  do  feveral  of  your  canoes,  and  parti- 
^'  larly  one  of  your  large  canoes,  which  I  fent 

*'  armed 
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^  armed  from  Succundee  for  advice  and  necefla- 
^*  rics  for  us  from  Cape-Coaft-Caftlc.  From  the 
**  Mina-Caftlc  they  fired  three  great  fliot,  and 
^  from  a  ftiip  in  the  Mina-Road  they  fired  four 
^'  more,  and  fent  feveral  finall  canoes  armed  after 
*^  her ;  but  they,  finding  that  (he  was  armed  too, 
«<  and  your  people  refolute,  they  left  her/* 

Ditto. 


«€ 


**  TN  two  or  three  days  I  fhall  be  able  to  fee  what 
X  will  be  the  tne6ts  of  the  grand  council 
which  they  have  called  at  the  Mina,  whether 
they  will  agree  to  follow  the  vill^nous  defisn 
of  their  general,  or  not ;  for,  if  he  can  have  ms 
will,  he  will,  like  fome  of  his  predeceflbrs,  do 
his  utmoft  to  deftroy  us  ;  and  we  do  not  quef- 
tion  but  that  he  (like  his  predeceflbrs  who  have 
made  thefe  attempts)  will  fail  in  his  villainous 
defign/' 


cc 


From  Sir  Dalby  Thomas,  dated  Cape-Coaft-Caftle> 
15  Jan.  1707-8. 

XXIX.  **  'T^Accarado  is  a  place  of  no  manner 
"  -^  of  trade,  and  has  been  tried  by 
**  all  nations  trading  thither-,  yet  the  prefent 
*'  Dutch  general,  to  Ihew  his  mortal  hatred  to  us, 
**  has  built  a  fort  of  fcven  or  eight  guns  there, 
**  and  fettled  a  Copeman  in  it,  with  all  other  at- 
"  tendances,  as  in  other  places,  for  no  other  end 
**  or  purpofethan  to  hinder  us  from  getting  oyfter- 
"  fhells." 


From 
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From  Ditto,  28  March  1708. 

XXX.  "  Tl  Y  a  Portuguczc  fhip  that  came 
*'  j3  from  Liibon,  I  was  mformed  that 
**  the  King  of  Portugal  had  offered  to  the  King 
**  of  Pruffia  40,000/.  for  his  fort  at  Cape  Tres- 
"  points,  and  the  two  other  fettlements  belonging 
^^  to  it.  I  think  it  a  great  deal  of  money  to  be 
^^  given  for  any  fituation  on  this  coaft ;  and  I  am 
•*  apt  to  believe,  if  it  is  ever  bought  by  the  Por- 
"  tugueze,  the  Dutch  will  take  it  from  them,  for 
**  they  fear  no  confequences,  can  they  but  gain 
their  point  by  all  the  deceitful  ways  poffible.** 


(C 


From  Ditto,  29  July  1708. 

XXXI.  "  ^HE  Dutch  on  the  River  Butteroc, 
**  A  where  they  have  a  fmall  fort, 
**  near  your  Dickies-Cove,  are  (as  I  am  informed) 
**  laying  out  ground  for  fugar  and  rum-works, 
"  and  the  general  has  fent  a  fhip  to  Whidah  to 
^*  bring  up  200  flaves;  and  they  fay,  that  by 
**  their  next  ihipping  they  expedt  materials  for 
**  carrying  on  a  fugar-plantation,  and  fugar- 
*'  works,  &c." 


99 


The  contents  of  the  aforefaid  31  articles  are 
(as  I  humbly  apprehend)  fuch  manifeft  and  felf- 
cvident  proofs  of  the  Dutch  Weft-India  Company's 
unalterable  defigns  of  fupplanting  the  Britifh  in- 
tereft  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  as  much  as  they 
can,  through  the  fides  of  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany, that  there  feems  to  be  no  great  occafion,  at 
prcfent,  for  any  farther  commentary  on  this  chap- 
ter;  and  therefore  I  will  proceed  to  the  next  point 
propofed. 

2  C  H  A  ?• 
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CHAR      IV. 

A  farther  and  more  particular  account  of  the 
ftuationy  Jiate  and  condition  of  the  Royal 
African  Company  s  forts ^  faSlories  and  Jet-- 
tlements  on  the  coaji  (f  Africai  andoffeveral 
remarkable  difajiers  which  have  happened  to 
thefeparate  traders  on  the  coq/ls  of  CalahoTf 
Angola^  and  other  parts,  where  the  Company 
have  no  forts,  &c^ 

FROM  what  has  been  already  faid,  in  the 
firft  part  of  thefe  Refleftions,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  3d  and  4th  chapters  thereof^ 
any  indifferent  perfon  may  readily  be  convinced  of 
not  only  the  neceflity  of  having  forts  and  fettle* 
ments,  for  the  fecunty  and  improvement  of  the 
trade  to  Africa,  but  likewife  of  the  ufefulnels  and 
moderate  eftimation  therein  mentioned,  of  thefe 
which  are  now  in  the  Company's  pofieffion*  Yet, 
fince  fome  of  the  feparate  traders  feem  ftill  refolved 
to  impofe  (as  far  as  they  can)  their  own  vain 
dreams  and  fuggeflions  upon  the  nation,  at  any 
rate,  and  have  been  at  abundance  of  pains  to 
make  thefe  forts  pafs  for  no  other  than  fome  few 
infignificant  thatched  houfes,  I  fhall  (I  am  fure 
upon  much  better  ground^,  and  I  hope  with  better 
fuccefs  too)  endeavour  to  maintain  the  contradic- 
tory part  of  that  argument,  to  the  conviftion  of 
more  competent  and  lefs  biafTed  judges  than  the 
feparate  traders  can,  from  their  pad  conduft  and 
manner  of  reafoning,  be  well  fuppofed  to  be. 

I  fhall  begin  then  with  the  Gold-Coait,  as  being 
that  part  of  the  whole  coaft  of  Africa  to  which 

the 


/i(^  African  Trade.      223 

the  generality  of  all  European  traders  do  fteer 
their  courfei  and,  for  the  molt  part^  confine  their 
trade. 

I.  DiCKiEs-CovE  is  a  large  fquare  fort,  lituated 
near  the  fea-fide,  having  a  Brandenburgh  fort 
within  two  miles  to  the  wefiward,  and  a  Dutch 
fort  within  three  miles  to  the  caftward  of  it :  it  ig 
built  with  ftone  and  lime,  has  two  round  flankers, 
and  two  fquare  baAions,  with  12  gims  mounted  in 
very  good  order,  and  a  fuitable  tank.  There  are 
in  it  commonly  16  white  men,  and  about  i4Gro-> 
mettoes,  who  are  as  good  for  defence  and  fervicC' 
as  fo  many  white  men,  and  always  in  the  Com- 
pany's pay. 

II.  SuccuNDEB  is  a  four-fquare  fort,  fituated 
on  a  hill,  about  50  paces  from  the  iea-fide,  be- 
tween two  Dutch  forts,  the  one  to  the  weftward, 
the  other  to  the  eaftward  of  it ;  is  built  with  brick 
and  lime,  has  its  guns  mounted,  and  a  tank  alfo^ 
There  are  commonly  in  it  15  white  men  and  20 
Gromettoes. 

III.  CoMMENDA  is  a  large  four-fquare  fort, 
with  three  large  fquare  flankers  and  one  round  1 
and  within  this  fort  is  a  large  four-fquare  tower, 
all  built  with  flone  and  lime.  It  is  fituated  on  a 
level  ground,  about  50  paces  from  the  fea-fide, 
between  two  Dutch  forts,  the  one  to  the  weftward 
and  the  other  about  half  a  mile  to  the  eafbward  of 
it.  It  has  24  good  guns  mounted,  and  is  ufually 
guarded  with  about  20  white  men  and  30  Gromet- 
toes, and  has  a  tank  likewife. 

IV.  Cape-Coast-Castle  is  a  very  large  fort, 
with  four  flankers,  and  a  large  platform  that  hath 
nine  pieces  of  ordnance  mounted  thereon-,  the 
battlements  have  10  guns,  and  the  flankers  25, 
from  a  minion  to  nine  pounders  j  and  on  a  rock 
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called  Tabora,  within  20  paces  of  the  caflle^  there 
are  four  12  pounders  more  mounted,  making  in 
the  whole  48  guns,  all  in  good  order.  It  is  fituated 
by  the  fea-fide,  having  the  chief  fort  belonging  to 
the  Dutch  within  nine  miles  to  the  weftward,  and 
and  another  En^ifti  fort  within  a  mile  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  it.  It  is  commonly  guarded  with  about 
100  white  men  and  150  Gromettoes,  and  has  two 
large  tanks.  In  ihort,  this  is  incomparably  the 
beft  of  all  the  fortifications,  of  whatever  nation^ 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

V.  Fort-Royal  is  a  fquare  fort  newly  rebuilt 
of  brick,  and  has  feven  guns  mounted  on  the 
caftle,  and  1 1  on  the  platform.  It  is  conftantly 
guarded  with  about  fix  white  men  and  12  Gro- 
mettoes ;  is  feated  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  within  lefs 
than  a  mile  of  Cape-Coaft-Caftle  to  the  eaftward, 
and  they  are  very  aflifting  one  to  the  other. 

VI.  Queen-Ann^s-Point  is  a  fort  lately  built 
of  ftone  and  lime,  fituated  on  a  hill  near  the  fea- 
fide,  within  lefs  than  a  mile  of  Fort-Royal  to  the 
weftward,  and  two  miles  of  a  Dutch  fort  to  the 
eaftward  of  it;  has  five  guns  niounted,  and  is 
commonly  guarded  with  five  wliite  men  and  fix 
Gromettoes. 

VII.  Annishan  is  a  faftory  fettled  by  the 
Royal  African  Company,  between  a  Dutch  fort 
about  three  miles  to  the  weftward,  and  an  Englifli 
fort  within  the  like  fpace  to  the  eaftward  of  it, 
and  is  of  confiderable  ufe  to  the  latter,  having 
commonly  three  white  men  and  ro  Gromettoes  in 
it,  with  fmall  arms,  &c. 

VIII.  Annamaboe  is  a  pretty  ftrong  fort,  con- 
fifting  chiefly  of  two  flankers  to  the  lea-fide,  built 
of  ftone,  bricks  and  lime.  It  is  fituated  on  a  rock 
about  20  yards  from  the  water-fide,  having  the 
faid  faftory  of  Anniflian  to  the  weftward,   and 

another 
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another  Engliih  faftor)'  within  a  mile  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  it.  There  are  1 1  good  guns  and  two 
patteraroes  mounted  in  it,  and  is  commonly 
guarded  with  about  12  white  men  and  18  Gromet- 
toes,  and  has  a  tank  alfo. 

IX.  Agga  is  a  profitable  faftory-houfe,  built 
of  ftone  and  lime,  nath  ufually  three  white  men 
and  10  Gromettoes  in  it,  with  fmall  arms,  &c.  is 
fituated  between  Annamaboe-Fort,  which  is  about 
a  mile  to  the  eaftward,  and  Cormanteen-Caftle  (a 
fort  which  the  Dutch  took  from  t-  e  Englifh  in 
time  of  the  laft  Dutch  war)  within  three  miles  to 
eaftward  of  it. 

X.  Shidoe  is  a  profitable  fa<5tory,  fituated  near 
mid-way  between  a  Dutch  fort  to  the  weftward 
and  an  Englifh  fort  to  the  eaftward  of  it,  and 
makes  good  returns  to  Cape-Coaft-Caftle. 

XL  WiNNEBAH  is  a  large  four-fquare  fort, 
with  four  flankers,  all  built  of  ftone  and  lime : 
there  are  18  guns  in  it,  is  commonly  guarded  with 
about  12  white  men  and  28  Gromettoes,  and  has 
a  fuitable  tank.  It  is  fituated  about  120  paces 
from  the  fea,  within  three  miles  of  Shidoe  to  the 
weftward,  and  36  miles  of  Accra  to  the  eaftward. 

XII.  Accra  is  a  large  four-fquare  caftle,  with 
four  flankers,  built  of  ftone  and  lime,  has  20 
good  guns  mounted,  guarded  commonly  with 
about  18  white  men  and  30  Gromettoes,  and  has 
a  tank  alfo.  It  is  fituated  upon  a  rock  on  the 
lea- fide,  between  Winnebah  to  the  weftward,  and 
a  Dutch  fort  within  half  a  mile  to  the  eaftward  of 
it. 

XIIL  Alampoe  is  a  confiderable  place  for  buy- 
ing of  flaves :  it  has  been  poflefled  by  the  Com- 
pany for  feveral  years,  having  had  a  faftory  there, 
with  about  five  white  men  and  10  Gromettoes, 
with   fmall  arms,  &c.     They  made   fome   ilepi 
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towards  building  a  fort  there,  but  the  Dutch  in- 
terpofed  with  the  natives,  and  has  been  difconti- 
nued  for  fome  time ;  however,  I  underftand  they 
are  about  refettling  it  again,  &c.  It  is  fituated 
near  the  fea-fide,  between  Accra  and  Whidah. 

XIV.  Whidah  is  a  fort  about  loo  yards  fquare, 
with  four  large  flankers,  all  built  of  mud,  having 
a  battery  with  21  good  guns  mounted,  and  a 
trench  of  about  20  feet  deep  and  18  feet  wide 
round  it :  it  is  commonly  guarded  with  about  20 
white  men  and  100  Gromettoes.  It  is  fituated 
about  three  miles  from  the  water-fide,  between  a 
Danifh  fort  at  Accra  to  the  weftward,  and  two 
forts  belonging  to  the  French  and  Dutch,  within 
half  a  mile  each  of  the  other,  to  the  eaftward  of 
it ;  and  about  four  miles  from  Whidah,  in  the 
King's  town,  the  Company  have  a  faftory-houfe, 
a  place  of  very  confiderable  trade. 

All  the  afore-mentioned  tanks  are  made  of  ftone 
and  lime,  very  ftrong  and  well  tarrafled  :  fome  of 
them  will  hold  between  4  and  500  tuns  of  water, 
and  the  reft  proportionably,  to  ferve  the  number 
of  men  belonging  to  each  fort,  with  water  for  one 
year,  and  very  often  ferve  (hipping  alfo. 

To  each  fort  belong  proper  ftore-houfes,  with 
convenient  apartments  for  the  aforefaid  white  men 
and  gromettoes,  and  houfes  apart  for  fuch  flaves 
as  are  bought  for  exportation. 

To  thele  forts  belong  likewife  feveral  pinnaces, 
long-boats  and  canoes,  to  attend  the  neceflary  oc- 
cafions  of  building,  repairing,  &c.  befides  other 
fmall  fhips  and  veflels  frequently  employed  in 
ferving  the  feveral  fettlements,  by  tranfporting 
ftores,  neceffaries,  provifions,  &c.  from  one  place 
to  another  along  the  coaft. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  all  along  the  Gold-Coaft, 

the  Englilh  and  Dutch  forts  and  fettlements,  as 
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they  are  the  moft  numerous,  fo  they  are  the  moft 
contiguous  of  any  other  5  and  thefetwo  companies 
feem  to  rival  one  another  more  than  either  of  them 
does  any  other  European  company,  becaufe  indeed 
none  of  the  other  companies  are  of  themfelves 
(without  fome  fupcrvenient  help)  capable  to  cope 
with  either  of  the  former. 

Then,  as  to  the  forts  on  the  North-Coaft  of 
Africa,  it  will  appear,  by  the  contents  of  the 
1 08th  page  of  this  volume,  that 

XV.  James-Fort,  in  the  River  of  Gambia 
(before  the  French  tooK  it,  merely  by  reafon  of 
cowardice  or  negligence,  or  both,  of  the  then 
Englifti  governor,  though  the  French  had  a  fqua- 
dron  of  fix  fhips  of  force  on  that  expedition)  was 
abfolutely  the  next  beft  fortification  to  Cape-Coaft- 
Caftle,  of  all  the  fortifications  on  either  the  South 
or  North  coafts  of  Africa;  but  the  Company*s 
circumftances  (befide  its  being  a  work  of  time) 
could  not  well  admit  of  repairing  it  as  yet,  to  its 
former  condition  :  however,  with  the  advantage  of 
its  fituation,  it  is  now  repaired  to  a  ftate  of  making 
a  pretty  good  defence,  providing  a  good  man  have 
the  charge  and  command  thereof.  It  is  a  four- 
fquare  fort,  with  four  flankers,  all  built  with  ftone 
and  lime,  and  has  between  40  and  50  very  good 
guns  in  it,  though  fome  of  them  may  poflTibly,  as 
yet,  be  not  mounted.  It  is  fituated  on  a  rock  near 
the  middle  of  that  river,  and  has  commonly  be- 
tween 50  and  60  white  men,  and  about  50  Gro- 
mettoes  always  in  the  company's  pay,  belonging 
to  it ;  and  under  its  influence  there  are  fevcral 
faftories  in  the  refpeftive  branches  of  that  river. 

XVI.  Sherbrow-Fort,  being  on  an  ifland, 
has  always  been  known  by  the  name  of  York- 
Island.  That  fort  was  built  by  the  Royal  Afri- 
can Company,  four-fquare,   having  three  round 

0^2  flankers 
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flankers  and  one  fquare  flanker,  with  1 1  guns,  and 
about  20  paces  from  the  fort,  on  the  fea-beach, 
two  large  round  flankers,  with  five  good  guns  on 
each,  all  built  with  ftone  and  lime,  and  guarded 
ufually  with  about  25  white  men  and  between  50 
and  60  Gromcttoes,  all  in  the  Company's  pay. 
But  the  Company  having,  fmce  the  Revolution, 
attacked  and  taken  the  French  Company's  two 
forts  of  Goree  and  Senegal,  the  French  King  not 
only  made  up  that  Company's  lofies,  but  alio  fent 
fliips  of  war,  from  time  to  time,  to  retake  thefc 
two  forts,  and  to  deflroy  as  many  as  they  could 
of  the  Englifh  Company's  fettlements  5  by  which 
means  (the  Englifh  Company  not  being  equally 
fupported  from  hence)  York-Ifland  happened  to 
fare  little  better  than  James-Fort  in  Gambia  River, 
and  is  not  as  yet  quite  repaired  to  its  former  con- 
dition. 

XVIL  Sierra-Leon  Fort,  being  likewife  on 
an  ifland,  has  been  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Bence-Island.  It  was  built  by  the  Royal 
African  Company,  with  ftone  and  Ume ;  it  had 
one  round  flanker,  with  five  large  guns,  a  cur- 
tcen-wall,  with  port-holes  and  four  good  guns, 
and  a  low  platform  jufl:  without  the  tort,  which 
had  fix  good  guns  on  it,  all  of  them  well  mounted, 
and  guarded  by  20  white  men  and  30  Gromettoes. 
But  m  July  1704,  four  French  fliips,  whereof  two 
were  Ihips  of  great  force,  having  anchored  in 
Frenchman's-Bay,  in  Sierra-Leon-River,  one  John 
Cumberbufli,  a  Mollato,  fent  his  canoe,  with  his 
chief  flave,  to  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to 
Meflts.  John  Freeman  and  Henry  Glynn,  the 
Company^s  chief  and  fecond  agents  at  that  fort ; 
whereupon  Ricliard  Emberlcy,  mate  of  the  Spy 
brigantine,  in  the  faid  Company's  fervice,  did 
propofe  to  ditto  Freeman,  that,  for  the  greater 

fecurity. 
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fecurity,  the  Company's  beft  effe&s  in  the  faid  fore 
fhould  be  put  on  board  the  faid  brigantine,  and 
that  he,  the  faid  Emberley,  would  engage  to 
convey  them  fafely  into  another  river,  where  both 
the  ihip  and  cargo  might  be  in  full  fecurity,  and 
out  of  all  danger  of  receiving  any  damage  from 
the  French.  There  were  likewife,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  fmall  floop,  a  long-boat,  a  petty-anga, 
and  feveral  canoes  belonging  to  the  Company, 
then  at  the  fort,  which,  together  with  the  faid 
brigantine,  were  fufficient  to  have  carried  off  the 
Company's  effects  :  but  ditto  Freeman,  for  reafons 
which  have  fince  that  time  appeared  very  obvious, 
would  by  no  means  be  perluaded  to  let  any  of  the 
Company's  goods  be  carried  off  the  ifland. 

On  the  day  immediately  following  (being  the 
3d  of  July)  there  appeared  in  fight  of  the  faid  fort 
feveral  large  boats  full  of  Frencmnen,  with  defign 
to  make  fome  attempt  upon  the  ifland ;  where- 
upon  all  the  Company's  white  men  and  Gromet- 
toes  were  ordered  to  their  arms,  and  the  gunner  of 
the  fort  firing  ftiarply  upon  the  boats,  drove  the 
enemy  to  the  back  part  of  the  ifland,  where  they 
then  defigned  to  land ;  but  Capt.  Thomas  Kear- 
foot,  with  his  foldiers,  meeting  them  there,  and 
firing  upon  them  with  finall  arms,  the  enemy 
rowed  clear  off  from  the  ifland  -,  but  while  the 
captain  and  his  foldiers  were  thus  employed  upon 
the  back  part  of  the  ifland,  the  governor,  ditto 
Freeman,  and  his  fecond,  ditto  Glynn,  with  fe- 
veral white  men  who  were  Freeman*s  creatures, 
quitted  their  pofls,  and  ran  away  from  the  fort, 
without  giving  the  leaft  notice  thereof  to  the  faid 
captain.  The  French  lay  all  that  day  upon  their 
oars,  at  a  great  diftancc,  and  having  (as  is  in- 
formed) had  intelligence  by  one  formerly  eju- 
ployed  by  ditto  Freeman,  that  the  whi;e  men 
Q^  3  (mettn- 
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(meaning  the  Englifli)  had  deferted  the  fort,  they, 
taking  the  advantage  of  that  news,  came  the  next 
dav  with  a  ftronger  force,  took  the  ifland,  carried 
oft  the  Company*s  cfFefts,  with  many  of  their 
flaves,  and  demolifhed  the  fort  •,  all  which  might 
have  been  faved,  if  ditto  Freeman  and  Glynn  had, 
according  to  their  duty,  flayed  and  encouraged 
the  foldiers  and  others  who  happened  to  be  there 
at  the  time.  But  as  it  appears  manifeflly,  by  the 
6th  and  loth  articles  of  the  firfl  chapter,  how 
treacherous  fervants  they  have  been  to  the  Com- 
pany, in  dealing  all  along  clandeflinely  with  the 
feparate  traders,  felling  and  difpofing  of  great 
quantities  of  the  Company's  cam-wood,  elephants 
teeth,  and  other  goods,  and  converting  the  pro- 
duce thereof  to  their  own  ufes  :  they  thought  this 
was  a  fhort  way  of  accounting  and  clearing  with 
the  Company ;  and  as  they  are  now  moft  invete- 
rate enemies  to  the  Company,  fo  are  they  of  courie 
among  the  darling  myrmidons  of  the  feparate 
traders. 

It  is  obfervable,  in  relation  to  the  forts  and 
powers  of  European  nations  on  the  north  coafl  of 
Guinea,  that  the  Royal  African  Company  had 
always  the  afcendant,  and  were  too  hard  for  the 
French  Company,  until  the  French  King  inter- 
pofed  with  a  fuperior  force  ;  which,  together  with 
the  great  difcouragements  that  they  meet  with  at 
home,  and,  by  means  of  the  feparate  traders, 
abroad  too,  obliges  them  as  yet  to  truckle,  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  the  French,  the  Dutch,  the  fe- 
parate traders,  yea,  and  their  own  treacherous 
fei-vants  alfo,  who,  at  this  time,  make  up  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  the  latter :  16  that  indeed  the 
Company  can  have  no  hopes  of  ever  raifing  their 
heads  again,  nor  of  the  trade's  fiourifhing,  but  by 
fome  uniform  management,  under  the  happy  in- 
fluence 
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fluence  and  proteftion  of  the  Queen  and  Parlia* 
ment. 

But  to  return  to  the  Gold-Coaft. 

To  the  end  that  I  might  not  be  impofed  upom 
in  my  own  judgment,  nor  be  any  way  an  inftru* 
ment  of  impoling  upon  the  nation,  I  have  made 
particular  encjuiry  into  what  might  be  the  eftimated 
charge  of  budding  fuch  forts  as  the  Company  have 
there,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  no  fuch  forts 
were  now  exiftent ;  and  by  the  joint  eftimation  of 
feveral  capable  perfons,  who  have  been  fome  years 
in  the  Company's  fervice  upon  that  coaft,  and  are 
ready  (if  required)  to  avouch  the  fame  to  the 
Parliament,  the  following  fcheme  is,  by  their  al- 
lowance, offered  to  publick  view. 


The  boild- 
ingof 


"Dickies-Cove 
Succandce 
Commenda 
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Fort-Royal 
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As  to  the  materials  for  building,  there  are  to  be 
had  in  Guinea,  oyfter-fhells  to  make  lime,  though 
bought  of  the  natives  at  great  rates,  as  alfo  timber 
and  planks  -,  but  out  of  Europe  comes  lead,  tar- 
ras,  iron-work,  provilions,  ftores,  and  all  other 
neceflaries,  as  alfo  artificers  of  all  forts,  with 
working-tools,  &c.  the  continued  charge  whereof^ 
with  that  of  tranfport-ftiips,  and  the  needful  re- 
cruits of  men  to  fupply  the  places  of  fuch  confi- 

0^4  derable 
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derable  numbers  as  commonly  die  there,  by  reafon 
of  the  contagioufnefs  of  the  climate,  together  with 
the  expence  of  great  guns,  fmall  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, &c,  niuft  needs  amount  to  very  great  fums 
of  money,  far  exceeding  the  150,000/.  at  which 
the  Company  very  moderately  eftimated  their  pre- 
fent  forts  and  fettlements,  as  the  foundation  of  a 
new  fubfcription,  providing  the  wifdom  of  the 
Parliament  think  fit  now  to  fettle  the  trade  to 
Africa  upon  the  foot  of  a  conftitution  fuitable  to 
the  nature  and  circumftances  thereof. 

In  making  an  eftimate  of  the  charge  of  thefe 
forts,  regard  muft  be  had  to  the  having  about  600 
officers  and  foldiers  for  manning  them,  200  arti- 
ficers of  all  forts,  befide  labourers,  for  keeping 
them  in  repair,  and  four  or  five  veffels  conftantly 
on  the  coaft,  fubfervient  to  the  aforefaid  ends. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  fome  remarkable 
inftances  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  thefe  forts  to  the  fe- 
parate  traders  themfelves,  and  of  feveral  difafters 
which  happened  to  private  traders  in  places  where 
the  Company  have  no  forts. 

I.  For  fortifying,  and  indeed  improving  one  of 
the  inftances  which  I  gave  formerly  in  the  94th 
page  of  this  volume,  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  fol- 
lowing affidavit. 

Middlesex.  HT  Homas  Camp,  of  the  parifh  of 
*  Stepney,  alias  Stebon-Heath, 
in  the  county  of  Middiefex,  aged  about  30  years, 
maketh  oath,  that  in  September  1702  he  was  gim- 
ner  of  the  Royal  African  Company's  fort  at 
Whidah,  about  whicli  time  came  into  the  Road  of 
Whidah  a  10  per  cent,  fhip,  called  the  Betty  of 
Barbadces,  which,  after  having  got  her  comple- 
ment of  (laves  aboard,  to  the  nuxber  of  about 
300,  was  there  taken  by  a  French  fliip,  of  about  40 
2  gun$ 
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guns  as  he  believes ;  upon  ifdiich  the  Company's 
officers  of  the  faid  fort  fent  ibme  men  armed  to 
the  water-fide,  which  is  three  miles  from  the  faid 
fort,  and  feized  the  French  chief  and  fecond,  and 
brought  them  prifbners  to  the  fort,  where  they 
were  detained  until  the  fhip  Bettv  and  all  her  laid 
(laves,  cargo  and  men,  were  reftored  to  the  cap- 
tain. 

And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  that  both  the 
French  and  Dutch  that  are  fettled  on  that  coaft 
have  oftentimes  endeavoured,  by  large  promiles 
and  great  encouragements,  to  entice  him  and  fe- 
veral  others  from  the  Company's  fervice,  and 
verily  believes  that  both  French  and  Dutch  take 
all  opportunities  to  leflen  the  Britiih  intereft  on 
the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  would  not  fufier  the 
Englilh  to  trade  thither,  were  it  not  for  the  Com- 
pany's forts. 

And  this  deponent  farther  faith,  that  the  icpa- 
rate  traders  on  the  coaft,  during  the  time  he  was 
there,  from  1700  to  1705,  did  advance  the  prices 
of  Negroes  double  what  they  were,  and  funk  the 
prices  of  Englilh  ^oods  very  much  of  the  prices 
they  were  commonly  fold  for  at  his  firft  being  upon 
the  coaft,  and  farther  faith  not. 

Tho.  Camp. 
Jurat,  14  die  Februarii,  anno 
Dom.  1708-9,  coram  me. 

John  Pery. 

2.  In  the  year  1704-5,  Captain  Minot,  a  pri*- 
vate  trader,  being  forced  a-more,  by  ftrefc  of 
weather,  about  a  mile  from  Winnebah,  one  of  the 
Company's  forts,  the  governor  of  that  fort  went 
out  with  his  foldiers,  and  refcued  all  the  flaves, 
caigo  and  fhip's  company  out  of  the  hands  of  the 

natives. 
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natives,  who  had  violently  ieized  the  fame;  and 
he  made  returns  home  to  England  for  the  ufe  of 
the  owners,  which  otherwife  had  been  totally  loft, 

3.  In  the  year  1706,  Captain  Obrian,  a  feparate 
trader,  being  in  Winnebah-Road,  his  Negroes  rofc 
upon  him,  whereof  notice  being  given  to  the  go- 
vernor of  that  fort,  he  immediately  fent  off  fome 
of  his  garrifon,  who  quelled  the  Negroes,  and 
thereby  faved  the  {hip  and  cargo. 

4.  In  the  year  1704-5  there  were  11  fail  of  fhips 
(whereof  five  Ihips  belonged  to  private  traders) 
faved  under  the  proteftion  of  Cape-Coaft-Caftle 
from  feveral  French  men  of  war,  which  came  to 
that  road,  with  defign,  it  fcems,  to  infult  the 
caftle,  and  feize  what  fhips  and  goods  they  could 
find  thereabouts ;  but  by  a  continual  firing  from 
the  fort  they  were  forced  to  go  olF,  re  infefta. 

5.  In  the  year  1701-2,  Captain  Lewis,  a  pri- 
vate trader,  was,  in  time  of  peace,  taken  upon 
the  Quaqua  Coaft,  by  the  Negroes ;  they  came 
aboard  his  ftiip,  forced  her  aftiore,  plundered  all 
the  cargo,  and  kept  fome  of  his  men  prifoners 
there  for  feveral  years.  The  reafon  of  their  having 
feized  and  ufed  Captain  Lewis's  Ihip  after  this 
manner,  was  becaufe  Captain  Francis,  Captain 
Gill,  and  Captain  Davies,  three  feparate  traders, 
had  fome  ftiort  time  before  feized,  and  violently 
taken  feveral  of  the  chief  Negro  traders,  witn 
their  goods,  off  the  coaft, 

6.  Captain  Ruft,  in  the  fliip  the  Neptune,  being 
forced  on  ftiore  by  a  French  ftiip  of  fuperior  force, 
at  Cape  Apollonia,  the  natives  ftript  him  and  his 
men,  wounded  and  otherways  barbaroufly  ufed 
them,  and  feized  all  the  fhip*s  cargo,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  had  traded  with  the  natives  themfelvcs 
the  day  before,  and  all  this  for  want  of  a  fort  to 

protcft 
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proteft  them.  There  are  two  perfons  now  here 
m  town  who  were  fufferers  in  the  aforefaid  barba- 
rity. 

7.  Captiun  Charles  Cook,  a  private  trader  from 
Carolina,  having  gone  up  the  River  Gambia  too 
far  beyond  the  immediate  influence  of  the  caftle^ 
and  happening  to  fall  fo  lick  that  he  was  forced  to 
go  aihore,  leaving  the  management  of  the  (hip 
to  his  fuper-cargo,  x  4  Negroes  (diftinguiihed  there 

by  the  name  of  Fidalgoes  and  Gallawars)  came  ^ 

aboard  under  the  pretence  of  trading.    Each  of  H 

them  having  a  large  knife  in  the  fleeve  of  his  coat,  ; 

they  placed  themfelves  fo  by  the  Engliih,  that  ; 

upon  givmg  the  word  (comon,  comon)  they  (tabbed  J 

and  killed  all  the  (hip's  crew,  fave  only  one  man  ; 

and  a  boy,  who  jumped  overboard,  and  fo  faved  ^ 

their  lives  by  fwimming.     This  appears  by  a  letter  \ 

of  the  24th  of  January  1706-7,  to  Colonel  Gavin  I 

Corbin,  the  Royal  African  Company's  agent  in  J 

Virginia.  : 

8.  Captain  Morgan,  a  private  trader  from  Ja-  S 
maica,  was  furprized  near  the  fame  place,  and  ^ 
much  after  the  fame  manner ;  as  appears  by  ditto  ^ 
Cook's  letter  aforementioned.  a 

9.  In  the  year  1 701-2,  Captain  Eterfon  and  J 
Captain  Cook,  with  feveral  other  private  traders,  j 
were  forced  aihore  on  the  coaft  of  Angola,  for  ^ 
want  of  a  fort  to  defend  them  from  the  enemy ;  \ 
as  appears  by  the  report  prepared  by  the  Lords  J 
Commiifioners  for  trade  and  plantations,   upon 

the  Company's  petition  to  her  Maje(ly  the  laft  i 

year.  - 

10.  By  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  April  1698,  from 
Captain  j  ohn  Hereford,  of  the  (hip  Fortune,  then 
at  Cabenda,  on  the  Angola  Coaft,  and  another 
letter  of  the  15th  of  April  1702,  from  Captain 

WUliam 
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William  Read,  of  the  Company's  ffaip  the  Can- 
terbury, then  at  Callabar,  they  charge  the  fepa* 
rate  traders,  particularly  Captain  Cuning,  Captain 
Crow  in  the  Anthony  galley.  Captain  Hazlewood, 
Abraham  Evans    in    the   Humphrey  galley  of 
Briftol,  one  Carnaby  in  a  (mail  (hip  called  the 
Hunter,  and  others,  not  only  with  unaccountable 
methods  in  deitroying  any  hopes  of  carrying  on  a 
regular  and  fafe  trade  in  thofe  parts,  unlefs  forts 
and  fettlements  be  eftablifhed  there,  but  likewife 
with  very  grofs  and  barbarous  afts  of  inhumanity, 
feizing  and  taking  away  with  them  all  the  Negroes 
whom  they  could  furprize  along  the  coafl,  robbing 
canoes  on  the  water,  forcing  women,  boys  and 
girls  along  with  them  from  me  ihore,  fhooting  at 
boats,    and  killing  fuch  Negroes  as   refufed   to 
anfwer    their  call;    and    that,   in  revenge,   the 
natives  had  deftroyed  feveral  white  men,    and 
feized  fuch  goods  as  fell  within  the  reach  of  their 
power. 


Some  few  general  reJkSHons  on  the  aforefaid 
particulars. 

AFTER  that  -Sfop's  wolf  had  put  on  fheep's 
clothing,  he  remained  a  wolf  {till:  the 
changing  of  names  ieldom  or  never  alters  natural 
qualities.  We  fee  that  the  generous  indulgence 
and  unreftrained  liberty  and  permiffion  which  the 
Parliament  thought  fit,  in  the  year  1697,  to  grant 
to  all  her  Majcfty's  fubjefts,  indiftinftly,  to  trade 
to  Africa  for  the  term  of  13  years,  they  paying  a 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  to  :he  Royal  African  Company, 
falls  fo  far  fliort  of  anfwering  the  chief  end  pro- 
pofcd  thereby,  viz.  the  fecunty,  prefcrvation  and 

im- 
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improvement  of  that  trade,  that  though  the  feveral 
names  of  pirates,  buccaneers,  interlopers,  and 
fuch  like,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  feem  to  be  of 
late  in  a  great  meafure  for^tten,  as  palling  all 
now  under  the  gentle  and  mild  name  of  feparate 
traders  to  Africa,  yet  it  ieems  too  many  of  them 
have  (till  retained  their  former  qualities,  fo  far 
that  they  not  only  perlevered  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  their  former  practices  of  plundering, 
flealing,  and  fometimes  killing,  but  have  alio 
been  the  inftruments  of  infe^ng  others  by  their 
evil  communication  and  corrupt  examples ;  for  in 
many  cafes  it  fb  happens,  tKat  ^^  a  little  leaven 
leaveneth  the  whole  lump/*  God  forbid  that  all 
the  Separate  traders  Ihould  fall  under  the  fame  pre- 
dicament ;  but  however  it  i&  a  dangerous  thing  to 
be  frequently  in  bad  company. 

It  is  a  common^  though  uncharitable  obferva* 
tion  (how  true  I  know  not)  that  few  women  have 
virtue  enough  to  refift  the  temptations  of  oppor- 
tunity and  importunity :  I  would  gladly  entertain 
much  more  honourable  thoughts  of  the  fair  fex. 
However,  I  am  pretty  well  aflfured  that  the  Royal 
African  Company  have  very  fenlibly  felt,  to  their 
coil,  that  opportunity  and  importunity  have  made 
more  rogues  and  thieves  than  one  in  their  fervice, 
thefe  1 2  years  paft.  I  own  that,  in  all  great  under- 
takings of  that  kind,  great  truft  muft  be  given  to 
many  perfbns  of  feveral  qualities  in  their  refpeftive 
ftations ;  and  were  there  a  regular  fociety  formed 
and  eftablifhed,  with  fuitable  privileges,  and  a 
coercive  power  to  do  themfelves  and  others  juftice 
on  the  coaft  of  Afnca,  fuch  a  fociety  might  very 
reafonably,  in  all  events,  be  made  anfwerable  for 
their  own  and  their  fervants  anions  ;  and,  in  that 
cafe,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  would  take  ipccial 
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care  to  have  fcrvants  of  whofe  fidelity  they  would 
be  very  well  fatisfied.  But  while  the  trade  of  that 
cxtenfive  coaft  is  under  a  loofe  and  irregular  admi- 
niftration,  it  is  not  to  be  expefted  but  that,  in  fo 
extended  and  remote  a  part  of  the  world,  where 
there  is  no  court  of  law,  equity  or  juftice,  where 
no  regard  is  had  to  the  rules  of  chriftianity  or  mo- 
rality, but  every  one  doing  what  feemeth  good  in 
his  own  eyes,  feveral  perfons  have,  by  the  afore- 
faid  means,  been  tempted  to  prove  treacherous  to 
the  truft  repofed  in  them,  who  probably  had  never 
had  fo  much  as  a  thought  of  being  fo  bafe  and 
unworthy,  if  other  perfons  of  different  interefts, 
as  well  as  of  vicious  lives  and  principles,  had 
not  had  an  uncontrolable  toleration  to  come  there, 
and  had  thereby  an  opportunity  of  feducing  and 
debauching  the  former,  both  by  importunity  and 
example,  yea,  and  with  an  affurance  of  impunity 
alfo,  by  tranfporting  not  only  their  perfons,  but 
likewife  fuch  of  the  Company's  effefts  committed 
to  their  truft  as  they  pleafed  to  call  their  own, 
and  altering  the  property  thereof  in  fuch  manner 
that  the  Company  can  fcarcely  ever  expeft  to  get 
any  fair  or  tolerable  account  of  them  -,  and  indeed 
tranfgreflbrs  of  that  kind  (as  the  like  happens  in 
many  other  cafes)  do  commonly  pick  German 
quarrels  with  the  Company,  chiefly  to  be  a  pre- 
tence for  not  adjufting  or  clearing  with  them ; 
yet,  to  juftify  one  ill  aft  by  committing  another, 
fuch  perfons  feldom  fail  of  becoming  the  worft  of 
enemies. 

I  am  perfuaded  few  who  read  this,  together 
with  the  firft  part  of  thefe  Refleftions,  deliberately, 
will  ever  have  the  leaft  regard  to  any  of  thefe 
perfons  clamorous  and  groundiefs  fuggeftions 
againft  the  Company,  and  much  lefs  (I  hope)  will 
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they  be  for  continuing  fo  very  valuable  a  branch 
of  our  foreign  trade,  as  that  to  Africa  is,  any 
longer  under  a  loofe  and  irregular  adminiftration, 
in  the  hands  of  an  undefinable  heteroclite  body, 
confiiling  of  fuch  heterogeneous  parts  as  can  never 
give  any  tolerable  account  of  either  their  own  or 
other  peoples  proceedings  in  that  trade ;  but  that 
the  wifdom  of  the  Parliament  may  now  think  fit 
to  fettle  it  upon  fuch  a  fixed  and  folid  conftitution 
as  may  render  it  a  durable,  creditable  and  advan- 
tageous trade  to  Britain,  and  the  plantations  there- 
unto belonging,  is  the  hearty  wifh  of 
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WHEREIN 
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Trade  are  particularly  confidcred,  and  all  the 
Arguments  urged  alternately  by  the  two  con- 
tending Parties  here,  touching  the  different  Me- 
thods now  propofed  by  them,  for  carrying  on 
the  fame  to  a  national  Advantage,  impartially 
ftated  and  difcufled. 

BY    ALL    WHICH 

A  clear  View  is  given  of  fuch  a  Conftitution,  as  (if 
eftablifhed  by  AA  of  Parliament)  would,  in  all  Pro- 
bability, render  the  African  Trade  a  permanent, 
creditable  and  advantageous  Trade  to  Britain. 
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PRE      FACE. 

WERE  It  poffiblc  to  be  affured,  that  all 
perfons  to  whofe  hands  the  feveral 
trifling  pamphlets  and  papers,  pub* 
liihed  on  behalf  of  the  feparate  traders  to  Africa, 
have  or  may  come,  had  read  and  confidered  the 
Firft  and  Second  Parts  of  thefe  Refleftions,  it  b 
probable  I  had  not  given  myfelf  the  trouble  of 
writing,  nor  others  that  of  reading  this  Third 
Part ;  but  indeed  that  being  an  accident  rather  to 
be  wilhed  for  than  depended  upon,  I  think  myfelf 
in  fome  meafure  obliged,  for  the  vindication  of 
truth,  as  well  as  in  felf-defence,  to  publifh  the 
following  fheets,  as  a  reply  to,  and,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  a  mai^eit  confutation  of,  all  that  hi* 
thcrto  has  been,  or  probably  ever  will  be,  with 
any  reafonable  pretence,  urged  by  any  of  the  pam- 
phleteers for  an  open  trade  to  Africa,  againlt  the 
certainty  of  the  leveral  pofitions,  coniiderations 
and  arguments  contained  in  the  aforefaid  Firft  and 
Second  Parts,  for  fettling  that  trade  upon  the  foot 
of  an  exclufive  joint-ftock  conftitution. 

Many  people  have,  it  feems,  entertained  a  no- 
tion (which  I  find  is  induftrioufly  propagated  by 
the  feparate  traders,  with  a  finifter  and  mjurious 
defign)  that  the  prefcnt  conftitution  of  the  Royal 
African  Company  is  fuch  a  conftitution  as  is  there 
pointed  at  and  pleaded  for,  or  at  leaft  that  they 
enjoyed  the  whole  trade,  exclufive  of  all  others, 
till  the  aft  of  Parliament  for  laying  that  trade 
open  in  1698  took  place,  which  is  a  great  miftake ; 
for,  as  it  is  certain  that  the  interlopers  have  been 
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tokrated  ever  iince  the  Revolution,  fo  it  will  ap* 
pear,  by  the  following  {heets,  that  the  exclufion 
which  the  faid  Company  enjoyed,  for  (bme  few 
years,  before  that  time,  did  happen  to  prove  ra« 
ther  a  fnare  than  any  real  advantage  to  them  in 
the  end,  fince  their  charter  was  not  confirmed  by 
aft  of  Parliament;  and  yet  it  is  demonftrably 
apparent^  by  the  contents  of  the  third  chapter  of 
this  Third  Part,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  that 
charter,  and  the  Company's  induftry,  care  and 
application  in  purfuing  the  ends  thereof,  at  a 
very  great  charge  and  expence,  the  trade  to  Africa 
had,  in  all  human  probability,  b^n  long  ago  ir- 
recoverably loft  to  this  nation,  without  having 
had  fo  much  as  a  juft  notion  of  the  value  of  what 
we  had  loft:  fo  that,  by  their  moft  fuccefsful 
endeavours,  during  the  Ihort  time  that  they  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  an  exclufion,  they  have,  unr- 
deniably,  at  leaft  laid  the  foundation  of  preferving 
the  trade  hitherto. 

However,  when  firft  I  fet  pen  to  paper,  on  the 
fubjeft-matter  of  thefe  Reflcftions  (which  was  but 
fome  few  months  ago)  I  entered  my  protcftation, 
that  what  I  chiefly  aimed  at  ^as  to  give  fome  rea- 
fonable  and  impartial  view  of  fuch  things  as,  I 
humbly  apprehended,  might  be  conducive  to- 
wards fettling  the  African  trade  upon  fome  fixed 
and  folid  national  conftitution,  without  any  direft 
or  immediate  regard  to  the  caprice,  humour  or 
defigns  of  particular  perfons,  or  to  the  particular 
difpute  between  the  Royal  African  Company  and 
feparate  traders,  concerning  their  feveral  and  re- 
fpeftive  private  interefts. 

Purfuant  to  which  refolution  I  calculated  the 
laft  five  chapters  of  the  Firft  Part  of  thefe  Reflec- 
tions, wherein  are  contained  feveral  plain  and 
concluding  arguments,   demonftrating  the  many 
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nadonal  advantages  of  carrying  on  the  tfade  to 
Africa  by  a  joint-ftock,  to  be  railed  upon  the  foot 
of  an  exclufive  parliamentary  conftitution ;  and  all 
thefe  arguments  (though  publiihed  upwards  of  two 
months  ago)  have  hitherto  ftood  the  field,  without 
being,  in  the  leaft,  ever  attacked  by  any  of  the 
pamphleteers  for  an  open  trade. 

But  in  giving  an  hiflorical  account  of  the  pro* 
grefs  of  the  trade  to  Africa  thefe  hundred  years 
paft,  together  with  a  view  of  the  prefent  ftatc 
thereof,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  I  could  not 
well  have  omitted  the  fubjeft-matter  of  the  difoute 
between  the  prefent  Company  and  feparate  traders, 
and  therefore,  to  make  the  work  as  compleat  as  I 
could  (according  to  the  beft  of  my  underilanding) 
I  gave  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  that  cafe,  in  the 
fecond  and  third  chapters  of  the  faid  Firft  Part  of 
thefe  Reflections,  and  that  too  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
Hands  as  yet  unconfuted,  though  very  weakly  ca- 
villed at  in  a  late  fcurrilous  libel,  entituled  "  Some 
Remarks  upon  a  Pamphlet  called  Refleftions,  &c.** 
compofed  chiefly  of  a  confufed  undigefted  collec- 
tion of  all  the  romantick  ftories  formerly  publiihed 
on  behalf  of  the  feparate  traders,  and  againil  the 
Company ;  for  a  reply  to  which,  and  a  full  and 
clear  vindication  of  the  faid  Refleftions,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  contents  of  the  firft  chapter  of 
the  following  iheets,  wherein  I  own  I  have  Ihewn 
too  much  regard  to  the  Remarker*s  frivolous 
amufemcnts,  inftead  of  arguments,  by  anfwering 
them  fo  very  particularly,  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

And  that  it  may  be  fcen  how  juftly  I  repeat  the 
Remarker's  pretended  arguments,  I  have  prefixed 
a  capital  R.  to  each  of  them,  as  I  have  prefixed  a 
capital  j1.  to  my  own  anfwers,  and  prefixed  alfo 
double  comma's  to  fuch  falfe  quotations  as  he  pre- 
tends to  have  excepted  out  of  the  Reflections,  &:c. 
R3  In 
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In  the  (econd  chapter,  the  reader  will  fee  the 
amount  of  fuch  teftimonies  and  declarations  as 
were  given  in  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  prefent 
African  Company  and  feparate  traders  alternately, 
before  a  committee  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons,  with  an  account  of  fome  remarkable 
occurrences  which  have  contributed  very  much  to 
the  reducement  of  the  Company's  flock,  &c.  And 
the  laft  chapter  conliik  chiefly  of  arguments  (hew- 
ing the  impracticability  of  carrying  on  and  pre- 
ferving  the  trade  to  Africa  by  any  other  method 
whatfoever  than  that  of  an  exclufive  joint-ftock, 
together  with  fome  propofals  for  a  national  parlia- 
mentary conftitution  upon  that  foot,  calculated 
with  due  regard  to  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  Royal  African  Company,  the  feparate  traders, 
and  the  plantations,  and  for  the  general  intereft  of 
all  her  Majefly's  fubjefts. 

Now,  upon  the  whole  matter,  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  it  is  a  misfortune  to  any  one  to  be,  either  di- 
reftly  or  indireftly,  concerned  in  a  difpute  which 
obliges  him,  cither  in  felf-defence  or  otherways,  to 
have  recouife  to  perfonal  altercations  or  recrimina- 
tions, and  I  profcfs  fincerely  it  is  what  I  would 
willingly  fliun,  upon  all  occafions,  with  all  my 
heart  and  fpirit ;  but  there  are  fome  fort  of  men  in 
the  world  who  cannot  be  dealt  with  otherways  than 
by  fighting  them  at  their  own  weapons  ;  and  as  I 
have,  by  degrees,  been  involved  in  this  difpute 
far  beyond  my  firft  intention,  fo,  had  I  abruptly 
relinquifhed  it  before  the  Parliament  give  a  deci- 
five  ftroke  in  the  chief  point  (till  controverted,  my 
filence  might  probably  be  conftrued  to  the  preju- 
dice of  that  fide  whofe  part  I  took,  otherways  I 
ihould  fcarcely  have  been  at  the  trouble  of  taking 
the  Remarker  to  pieces,  as  I  have  done. 

RE- 
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PART     III. 


C    H    A    ?•      I. 

A  defence  of  the  Firji  Part  oftbefe  ReJleBions 
againji  fome  injign\ficant  cavils  and  invidious 
fuggejiions  contained  in  a  late  fcurrilous  libel, 
entituled  "  Some  Remarks  on  a  late  Pamphlet 
called  Refeeiions,  &c/' 

IT  is  a  hard  cafe  for  any  man  (efpccially  one 
moderately  dilpoled)  to  be  driven  to  the  ne* 
ceffity  of  faying  or  publifhing  any  thing 
which  may  feem  to  favour  either  of  vanity  or 
oftentation  on  the  one  fide,  or  of  contumely  and 
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difdain  on  the  other :  but  fince  the  debate  now  in 
hand  is  for  no  lefs  prize  than  the  taking  proper 
mcafures,  at  fo  critical  a  jundture,  for  the  prelcr- 
vation  and  improvement  of  fo  valuable  a  branch 
of  our  foreign  trade,  as  that  to  Africa  is  to  this 
kingdom  and  the  plantations  thereunto  belonging, 
and  fince  the  generality  of  mankind  are  at  fo  little 
pains  to  render  themfelves  capable  judges  of  what 
is  truly  reafon,  or  juft  and  fair  reafoning,  in  moft 
difputed  cafes  which  happen,  otherways  than  as 
they  judge  of  a  battle  fought  in  Flanders,  that  he 
that  keeps  the  field  longed  gains  the  day,  fo 
therefore  having,  fince  the  puWilhing  of  the  Se- 
cond Part  of  thcfe  Refleftions,  feen  a  fcurrilous 
libel,  entitulcd  "  Some  Remarks  on  a  Pamphlet 
called  Refleftions,  &c."  it  would  be,  in  fome 
fcnle,  a  betraying  of  that  national  caufe,  which, 
inftead  of  a  better  advocate,  I  have  adventured  to 
maintain  (and  I  hope  pretty  fuccefsfiilly  too)  in 
the  Firft  and  Second  Parts  of  thefe  Refleftions, 
if,  by  a  profound  filence,  I  fhould  feem  to  ac- 
quicfce  with  the  abufive  afperfions,  delirious  ap- 
paritions, grofs  inconfillencies,  and  fallacious 
coinputations,  with  which  this  mighty  champion 
for  an  open  trade  to  Africa  has  now  (probably  as 
his  laft  effort)  made  a  fhift  to  black  two  Iheets  of 
paper,  with  defign  (if  poffible)  to  impofe  his  own 
and  confederates  vain  dreams  upon  the  nation ; 
to  prevent  which,  I  will  foon  diveft  him  of  all  his 
falfe,  though  gilded  armour,  and  leave  him  then 
expofed  to  the  naked  view  of  all  indifferent  fpcdta- 
tors. 

The  firft  thing,  it  feems,  which  puzzled  this 
champion  was,  what  title  to  give  his  mighty 
work,  for,  on  the  title  page,  he  calls  it  "  Some 
Remarks,  &c."  but,  on  the  top  of  the  next  leaf, 
he  calls  it  "  An  Anfwer,  &c."    Now,  whether 
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this  was  occafioned  through  the  wandering  confu- 
fion  of  his  perplexed  thoughts,  the  treachery  of 
his  memory,  or  with  a  double-faced  defign,  I  will 
allow  himfelf  to  determine ;  but  to  call  it  "  An 
Anfwer  to  the  Refleftions,  &c/*  he  might  almoft 
as  properly  have  called  it  "  An  Anfwer  to  the 
Jewifli  Talmud,  or  the  Turkiih  Alcoran."  I  am 
certain  "  Fronti  nulla  fides*'  was  never  more 
juftly  applied,  than  to  the  difference  that  is  be- 
tween this  libel  and  the  title  which  the  author 
himfelf  gave  it,  as  "  An  Anfwer,  &c."  However, 
fince  dm  champion's  courage  has  failed  him  fo 
far,  as  not  to  dare  to  make  the  leaft  attack  upon 
any  one  fingle  fentence,  line  or  word  of  any  or  all 
the  five  laft  chapters  of  the  Firft  Part  of  thefc 
Reflexions  (which  indeed  is  by  verv  much  the 
moft  material  and  fignificant  part  of  the  book,  as 
I  intimated  in  the  preface  thereof)  but  has  ex- 
haufted  all  his  little  ftock  of  ammunition  in 
making  remarks  only  upon  fome  few  fragments  of 
thele  two  chapters,  in  which  the  particular  difpute 
between  the  prefent  company  and  the  feparate 
traders,  about  their  feveral  and  refpedtive  private 
intercfts,  is  fi>ecially  confidered,  I  fhall  hencefor- 
ward diftinguiih  hun  by  the  denomination  of 
Rcmarker  only,  and  refer  it  to  the  judicious 
reader  to  determine  which  of  us  two  is  the  faireft 
diiputant,  and  moft  faithful  repeater  of  each 
other's  pofitions  and  arguments. 

The  Remarker,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  (kill  in 
grammar  and  rhetorick,  ufhers  in  his  accurate 
remarks  with  this  prologue:  R.  As  people  of 
bufinefs  have  not  the  time  to  throw  away  as  the 
African  Company's  writer,  fo  I  fhall  only  take 
notice  of,  &c. 

A.  Thanks  to  good  Mr.  Remarker,  for  this 
implicit  acknowledgment,  in  the  firft  place,  that 

my 


250  Rbflbctioms   en 

my  performance  (fuch  as  it  is)  fccmcd  to  him  to 
have  been  done  with  fo  much  care,  confideration 
and  circumfpeftion,  that  it  could  not  but  have 
been  the  work  of  time;  whereas  his  remarks, 
being  only  the  hafty  productions  of  his  own  infal- 
lible noddle,  amidft  the  great  hurry  and  confufion 
of  his  mighty  bufinefs,  we  muft  even  take  them 
as  we  find  them  :  moft  certainly  a  very  fine  piece 
of  work !  But  alas,  fome  people  are  fuch  ftub- 
born  infidels  as  not  to  believe  one  tittle  even  of 
what  he  fays  in  his  title  page. 

R.  The  author,  in  his  preface,  difowns  himfelf, 
either  a  member  of  the  African  Company  or  a  fe- 
parate  trader  (I  fuppofe  he  means,  to  Africa.) 

ji.  Moft  certainly  true 

R.  *And  by  his  writing,  it  is  plain  he  never  was 
a  trader  or  a  man  of  bufinefs. 

yi,  Moft  certainly  a  very  bad  confequence  :  yea, 
if  the  Remarker,  or  any  other  for  him,  can  infer 
that  conclufion  naturally  from  the  premiflcs,  I 
will  inftantly  give  up  the  caufe,  and  moreover 
(which  would  be  doing  a  horrid  violence  on  my  own 
belief)  acknowledge  that  all  that  he  writes  is  true. 
But  as  his  bufinefs  cannot  allow  him  time  to 
trouble  his  head  with  the  rules  of  logick  and  fair 
reafoning,  fo  it  is  no  bufinefs  of  mine,  at  prefent, 
to  confute  or  gratify  him,  by  giving  any  pofitive 
diftinguifliing  charafters  of  myfelf. 

R.  With  what  affurance  then  can  fuch  a  perfon 
fet  up  to  decide  a  controverfy  in  oppofition  to  the 
judgment  of  the  right  honourable  the  lords  com* 
miflloners  of  trade  ?  &c. 

yf .  Hey  day '  what's  here  ?  Why  truly,  a  new 
projeft  of  Mr.  Remarker's  own  invention;  the 
word  Monopoly  has  run  fo  in  his  head  of  late, 
that,  to  out-do  all  other  monopolies  whatfoever, 
he  has  (it  feems)  formed  a  dcfign  of  eftablifhing  a 
I  monopoly 
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monopoly  of  all  reafbn  and  conunon  fenfe.  What ! 
would  he  have  an  arbitrary  reftraint  upon  the  exer* 
cife  of  all  our  intellectual  and  fenfitive  faculties  ? 
Yes,  that  he  would,  and  confine  all  naanner  of 
knowledge  and  exjperience  in  commercial  affairs 
to  the  lords  commiflioners  for  trade,  at  leaft  fo 
long  as  he  thinks  their  opinions  may  feem  to  have 
any  tendency  ^ainft  an  exclufive  conftitution  of 
the  trade  to  Africa,  and  confequently  for  an  un« 
reftrained  liberty  to  himfelf  and  his  contederatea 
to  ramble  and  fcramble  along  the  coalt  of  Africa 
as  they  pleafe.  Well,  of  all  the  fulfome  pieces  of 
flattery  that  ever  I  heard  of,  to  fcrve  a  prefent 
turn,  this  tacit  implication  of  the  Remarker's  fu- 
percllious  queftion,  and  what  he  exprefsly  fubjoins 
thereto,  feems  to  deferve  the  firfl:  place  !  But»  be- 
yond all  peradventure,  the  noble  lords  and  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  of  that  commiflion  know  bet- 
ter things,  than  to  fufier  themfelves  to  be  wheedled 
into  any  untenable  opinion,  by  the  empty  parafi- 
tical  insinuations  of  this  trifling  Remarker.  We 
know  that  they  are  perfons  of  diftinguiflied  parts 
and  characters,  otherwife  certainly  they  had  never 
been  named  in  fuch  a  conuniflion  ;  yet  I  fuppoie 
the  Remarker  will  not  fay  that  any  of  them  is 
cither  "  a  Member  of  the  African  Company,  or  a 
feparate  trader  to  Africa  •,'*  fo  that,  if  that  bare 
negative  were  a  good  argument  to  render  me  in-  j 

capable  of  reafoning  on  the  points  now  in  debate,  ^ 

it  would  certainly  import  fomcthing  even  againft  •« 

their  lordlhips  likewifc;   but  as  it  is  altogether  ; 

frivolous,  and  of  a  piece  with  the  reft  of  his  argii-  5 

ments,  I  will  only  advife  him,  as  a  friendt  to  go 
back  again  to  fchool,  and  learn  the  propriety  of 
his  mother-tongue  (if  he  is  an  Englifhman)  and  at 
leaft  (bme  of  the  common  rules  of  reaioning,  be- 
fore he  adventure  to  appear  again  in  print. 

R.  But 


^ 
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R.  But  before  I  proceed  farther,  I  cannot  but 
take  notice  of  one  aflertion  in  page  18  of  this 
pamphlet  *. 

ji.  Here  the  Remarker,  to  fhew  us  how  nimbly 
he  can  dance  an  entry  (his  Chrillmas  gambols  not 
being  as  yet  quite  out  of  his  head)  jumps  all  at 
once  over  no  lefs  than  17  pages  of  the  folio  pam- 
phlet which  he  pretends  to  anfwer.  Well  jumped 
Mr.  Remarker,  and  well  anfwcred  too  !  However, 
if  the  reader  thinks  not  fit  to  take  the  Remarker's 
own  word  for  it,  I  will  be  furety  for  him,  that  the 
contents  of  all  thefe  17  ps^es  are  fully  anfwered 
in  the  title  page  of  his  comprehenfive  Remarks  5 
yea,  it  muft  be  confidered  father,  that  he  is  a  man 
of  bufinefs,  and  loves  brevity. 

R.  The  writer  very  unjuftly  calumniates  the 
lords  commiflioners  of  trade,  and  affirms  a  moft 
notorious  untruth,  in  thefe  words,  "  Nor  could 
*'  the  feparate  traders  reft  fatisfied  till  they  had 
*'  prompted  the  commiffioners  for  trade  to  de- 
**  mand  from  the  Royal  African  Company  an 
"  account  of  the  value  of  their  ttock,  &c."  In 
anfwer  to  which,  the  feparate  traders  never  were 
with  any  of  tiie  lords  of  trade,  nor  were  any  of 
their  pcrfons  ever  known  to  their  lordfhips,  till  a 
long  time  after  thefe  accounts  were  demanded,  &c. 

yi.  Any  one  might  naturally  have  thought  that, 
after  fo  lupercilious  a  prologue,  the  Remarker 
would  not  have  leaped  over  full  17  pages,  meerly 
to  catch  fiies  with  his  cob-web  remarks  ;  yea,  in 
the  very  reciting  of  this  fragment  of  a  paragraph 
of  the  aforefaid  i8th  page,  he  has,  as  a  new  proof 
of  his  ufual  ingenuity,  filched  out  the  word  (here) 
which  ought  to  be  placed  immediately  after  the 
word  (fatisfied)  and  implies  that  this  was  an  aft 
poftcrior  to  feveral  other  afts  with  which  the  fe- 
parate 
*  Vide  pasce  1 10  of  this  volume. 
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parate  traders  were  charged ;  and  indeed,  vrithout 
reading  both  the  preceding  and  fubfequent  parts 
of  that  1 8  th  page  itfelf,  and  confidering  its  cohe^ 
rencc  with  the  contents  of  feveral  of  the  foregoing 
pages,  this  fragment  muft  feem  but  imperfeA, 
and  of  little  importance.  However,  fince  he  de- 
nies the  fa6t,  and  labours  mightily  to  exculpate  all 
the  feparate  traders  from  that  charge,  it  is  not 
worth  my  while  to  purfue  it  any  farther,  though 
I  will  referve  the  confideration  of  that  particular 
point,  till  we  come  to  examine  the  qualities  of 
thofe  whom  he  calls  feparate  traders,  in  a  fubfe- 
quent remark,  referring  the  reader,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  the  contents  of  the  lords  commiflioners* 
own  report,  and  the  Royal  African  Company's 
general  obfervations  and  particular  remarks  there- 
upon, given  in  to  their  lordihips  in  January  laft. 

But  alas  !  the  Remarker's  real  plot,  in  this  and 
his  former  paragraph,  is  covered  with  too  thin  a 
veil  not  to  be  eafily  dtfcovered ;  for,  in  the  former, 
he  thought  to  provoke  me  to  enter  into  a  compe- 
tition ot  judgments  with  the  lords  commiflioners 
for  trade :  no,  he  muft  look  for  catching  wood- 
cocks fomewhere  elfe,  for  my  concern  in  this 
difpute  has  not  as  yet  hurried  me  on  into  fuch  a 
degree  of  confufion  or  forgetfulnefs,  as  not  to  re- 
member that  fome  of  thcfc  commiflioners  are  noble 
Peers,  that  others  of  them  are  worthy  members  of 
the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  that 
their  lordfliips  fentiments  concerning  the  African 
trade  lies  now  before  the  Parliament,  who  (with- 
out doubt)  are  the  moft  competent  judges  of  that 
or  any  thing  elfe  of  that  nature  that  can  come 
before  them.  Then,  in  the  latter-recited  para- 
graph, he  endeavours,  with  all  the  force  of  his 
rhetorick,  to  pcrfuade  the  aforefaid  lords  commif- 
fioners  that  I  have  calumniated  then:  lordfhips : 
I  no. 
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no,  it  was  never  in  my  temper  to  calumniate  any 
one,  and  much  iefs  do  I  intend  to  begin  with 
perfons  of  their  diftinguiflied  characters. 

R.  But  as  matters  of  faft  are  not  proved  from 
multitudes  of  words,  but  from  demonftration,  fo 
I  fhall  make  the  anfwer  to  this  pamphlet  as  fhort 
as  may  be. 

A.  Clear  the  way,  gentlemen  !  here  comes 
Mr.  Remarker's  demonftration,  viz. 

R.  The  feparate  traders  have  not  yet  had  occa- 
fion,  in  this  difpute,  to  retire  to  fophiftry,  falfe 
quotations  of  matter  of  faft,  nor  Billingfgate  rea- 
foning,  inftead  of  truth. 

A.  In  the  name  of  myftery,  what  means  the 
Remarker  by  this  jargon  of  words  ?  If  this  be 
his  demonftration,  I  think  it  is  but  reafonable 
that  he  ihould  have  the  credit  of  being  its  firft 
inventor.  Now  I  fee  Euclid  was  an  old  doating 
fellow  ;  he  could  never  have  thought  of  fuch  a 
demonftration  as  this  :  and  fince  it  is  neither  a 
mathematical  nor  a  phyfical  demonftration,  it 
muft  in  juftice  be  acknowledged  to  be  the  true 
lawful  iflue  of  the  Remarker*s  own  fertile  brain  \ 
yea,  I  begin  now  to  underftand  fomething  of  his 
meaning  by  it,  cither  he  would  indireftly  infmuate 
a  vindication  oi  the  feparate  trader'::  writings 
from  the  imputation  of  fophiftry,  falfe  quotations 
and  Billingfgate  reafoning,  or  he  would  have 
people  believe  that  the  Firft  Part  of  thefe  Reflec- 
tions, &c.  (which  he  pretends  to  anfwer)  is  full  of 
fiicli  agreeable  embelliftiments ;  but  he  is  wife 
enough  not  to  difcover  which  of  thefe  two  he 
means,  for  that  muft  be  a  fecret  to  himfelf,  till 
he  make  fure  of  t\\c,  publick  reward  that  is  due 
to  him  for  having  invented  the  aforefaid  demon- 
ftration. 

R,  But 
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R,  But  to  proceed;  I  obferve,  among  other  things, 
this  author  preaches  much  of  the  danger  of  theDutch 
running  away  with  the  trade,  which  was  the  argu- 
ment formerly  ufed,  while  the  French  were  laying 
the  foundation  of  thofe  evils  we  now  feel  in  our 
trade,  and  every  thing  elfe ;  and  if  the  African 
Company  are  not  the  caufe  of  lofmg  that  trade, 
by  their  opprcflions  on  the  feparate  traders,  the 
Dutch  never  can  do  us  any  harm,  &c. 

yi.  Had  the  Remarker  feen  the  3d  chapter  of 
the  Second  Part  of  thefe  Refleftions,    before  he 

Eublilhed  this  wife  obfervation,  and  the  terrible 
ug-bearing  infmuation  therein  contained,  I  have 
fo  mucii  charity  for  him  as  to  think  that  certainly 
he  would  have  had  the  prudence  to  have  kept  it 
to  himlelf,  and  faved  me  the  trouble  of  pointing 
now  to  a  place  where  he  may  find  more  than  a 
fufficient  reply  to  it,  by  way  of  prevention.  But 
if  he  muft  have  my  private  fentiments  upon  that 
head  into  the  bargain,  here  I  give  them  very 
freely.  The  politicks  of  France,  for  above  a 
whole  century  together,  aimed  at  no  lefs  than  an 
univerfal  monarchy,  that  is,  an  univerfal  power 
over  all  the  reft  of  Europe,  &c.  The  chief  ten- 
dency of  all  the  politicks  of  Holland,  and  the 
other  United  Provinces,  during  the  aforefaid  time, 
and  ever  fince,  has  been  to  grafp  at  an  univerfal 
empire  in  point  of  trade,  which  (if  obtained) 
would  have  a  very  near  relation  to  an  univerfal 
power ;  fo  that,  where  the  great  difference  would 
be  in  the  confequences  of  either  of  thefe  two,  it  is 
hard  to  pre-determine.  It  is  undoubtedly  Britain's 
intereft,  as  it  is  that  of  all  the  reft  of  Europe,  to 
crufh  the  one,  and  it  is  as  certainly  Britain's  inte- 
reft In  particular  not  to  give  way  to  the  other. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  wifer  heads  than  mine, 
and  it  is  mine  too,  in  congruity  with  their's,  that 

it 
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it  is  Britain's  interel):,  elpecially  at  this  jun£hire, 
to  be  in  flxiA  alliance  with  the  Dutch,  and  as,  at 
the  fame  time,  their  own  intereft  and  common 
fafety  obliges  diem  to  be  in  alliance  with  us,  fo  I 
hope  their  alliance  and  friendfhip  may  be  always 
had  and  preferved  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  that  of 
complimenting  them  with  the  moft  valuable 
branch  of  our  foreign  trade.  I  own  I  am  not  fo 
fall  of  my  compliments  that  way  as  the  Remarker, 
for  I  have  heard  it  often  faid,  that  even  "  gold 
itfelf  may  be  bought  too  dear ;''  and  as  I  ever  did, 
fo  I  ever  will,  prefer  what  I  think  to  be  the  inte- 
reft  of  Britain,  to  that  of  either  the  French, 
Dutch,  or  any  other  nation  whatfoevcr,  without 
any  regard  to  the  cavilling  infinuations  of  this 
Remarker  or  any  of  his  felf-dcfigning  confederates. 

•*  Ncfcio  qua  natale  folum  dulcedine  cunAos 
**  Ducit,  &  immemores  non  finit  effe  fui." 

Ovid. 

R.  The  aforefaid  author  aflerts,  in  his  intro- 
duction, and  in  his  account  of  the  rife  of  the  trade 
to  Africa,  "  that  after  lo  years  experience  of  lay- 
**  ing  open  this  trade,  the  nation  in  general  are 
**  no  gainers  thereby,  and  that  the  feparatc  traders 
•*  computations,  given  in  to  the  lords  commiflio- 
•*  ncrs  of  trade  laft  year,  are  (as  he  fancies)  con- 
**  futed  by  fome  of  his  judicious  obfervations." 

^.  Well,  it  is  no  fmall  piece  of  drudgery  to  be 
obliged  thus  to  ikip  backward  and  forward  after 
this  Remarker,  who  has  as  little  regard  to  any 
method  or  order  as  he  has  to  finccrity  or  the  com- 
mon rules  of  fair  reafoning  *,  and  yet  it  is  a  greater 
plague  fldll  to  be  eternally  correfting  fo  very  un- 
corrigible  a  perfon  as  he  is,  in  his  falfe  quotations, 
as  wdl  as  in  picking  out  fome  fragments  only  of 

parti- 
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particular  fentencesj  here  and  thcrp,  without  any 
regard  to  the  coherent  parts,  for  at  this  rate  no- 
thing can  efcape  being  converted  into  nonfenie,  at 
the  pleafure  of  any  fuch  critick  as  this  Remarker 
is  ;  which  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  fiUy  and  ridicu- 
lous, as  well  as  atheiilical  argument,  ufed  once  by 
as  great  a  libertine  in  matters  of  religion  as  the 
Remarker  would  be  in  matters  of  trade,  to  prove 
(abfit  blafphemia)  that  there  was  no  God.  This 
atheiftical  perfon  would  needs  prove  it,  forfooth, 
by  a  fragment  of  a  certain  fentence  out  of  the  firft 
verfe  of  the  14th  Pfalm,  viz.  **  There  is  no  God,** 
never  mentioning  the  immediate  preceding  part  of 
the  fame  verfe,  viz*  "  The  fool  hath  faid  in  his 
heart,"  which  being  prefixed  to  the  aforefaid 
fragment,  makes  it  run  in  the  excellent  mufical 
ftrain  of  the  holy  pen-man  who  wrote  it  thus, 
"  The  fool  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  there  is  no 
God."  I  fhall  be  far  from  faying  that  the  Re- 
marker is  any  way  the  fool  meant  here  by  the 
Pfalmift ;  but  I  will  allow  him  to  continue,  in 
Solomon's  fenfe,  as  wife  in  his  own  conceit  as  he 
thinks  fit.  I  own  that  this  may  feem  to  be  fome- 
what  too  lofty  a  comparifon ;  but  it  is  as  true  that 
*'  omne  fimile  eft  diffimile." 

Now  the  awkward  drefs  in  which  the  Remarker 
has  patched  together  the  fragments  aforementioned, 
to  anfwer  his  own  diftorted  meaning  (tho'  little  to 
his  purpofe)  and  his  difingenuity  in  diftinguifhing 
the  fame  by  Italick  letters,  to  make  it  pafs  for  a 
fair  quotation,  will  be  beft  fccn  by  comparing  it 
with  the  original,  which  is  too  long,  and  indeed 
needlcfs  to  be  here  recited. 

R.  In  anfwer  to  which,  thofe  computations  are 
fincc  confirmed  by  fuch  accounts  as  are  come  from 
the  plantations,  and  proves,  that  the  opening  the 
trade  hath  been  an  annual  benefit  to  the  nation  of 

Vol.  V.  S  many 
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hundred  thoufand  pounds,  by  the  vaft  difference 
of  the  increafe,  fincc  the  aft  for  opening  the  faid 
trade,  compared  with  the  time  or  its  being  con- 
fined to  a  company  when  exclufive  of  all  others, 
as  will  appear  by  and  by, 

A.  That  this  anfwer  is  a  meer  fiftitious  dream, 
in  all  the  parts  thereof,  will  appear  much  fooner 
than  the  Remarker's  by  and  by,  and  that  is,  by  a 
clear  demonftration  which  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  3d  chapter  of  this  Third  Part  of  the  Reflec- 
tions; and  I  will  aflure  the  Remarker,  in  the 
mean  time,  that  I  have  not  ftole  any  part  of  the 
faid  demonftration  out  of  his  Angular  demonftra- 
tion already  recited,  for  I  am  not  fo  covetous  as  to 
incroach  upon  what  I  think  is  any  part  of  another 
man's  property;  and  if  he  and  his  confederates 
were  of  the  fame  temper,  it  is  probable  there  had 
been  no  occafion  for  this  difpute. 

R.  As  to  his  offer,  "  Whether  it  is  not  for  the 
"  nation's  intereft  to  carry  on  the  trade  by  ex- 
**  eluding  the  feparate  traders,  and  commit  the 
^  charge  to  a  colleftive  fociety  of  his  intelligent 
"  people." 

A.  Here  is  a  further  inftance  of  the  Remarkets 
diftorted  method  of  reciting  quotations,  for  in  the 
3d  page  of  the  introduftion  formerly  men- 
tioned *,  I  ftated  the  main  queftion  in  debate 
exprefely  thus,  "  Whether,  as  we  are  now  cir- 
**  cumftanced  with  relation  to  our  foreign  com- 
*'  petitors  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  it  may  be 
"  thought  more  advifeable,  for  the  nation's  inte- 
**  reft  and  advantage,  to  carry  on  that  trade  by  a 
"  collective  fociety  of  capable  and  intelligent 
"  men,  having  one  and  the  fame  joint-ftock,  in- 
**  terelt,  defigns,  and  uniform  rules  of  govern- 
"  ment  £nd  management,   with  exclufive  privi- 

"  l^^ges, 
•  Vide  page  81  of  this  volume. 


the  African  Trade.       259 

**  leges,  &c.  or  by  all  fuch  perfons,  indiftinftljr, 
•*  as  have  a  mind  to  trade  thither,  when  and  how 
^^  they  pleale,  with  feparate  ftocks,  divided  inte- 
^^  refts,  and  different  defigns  and  rules  of  ma- 
"  nagement?'*  But  how  faithfully  the  Remarker 
repeated  it  again,  the  reader  may  eafily  judge,  by 
comparing  this  with  the  immediate  preceding  pa- 
ragraph,  as  he  recites  it.  I  plodded  on,  in  my 
dull  way,  and  wrote  fix  full  chapters  on  all  the 
feveral  heads  relating  to  the  trade  to  Africa,  with 
all  the  (mail  ftock  of  reafoning  that  I  am  mailer  of^ 
and  then  refumed  the  fame  queftion  again  in  the 
35th  page  of  the  Firft  Part  of  thefe  Reflections  *, 
before  I  adventured  to  give  any  pofitive  anfwer  to 
that  queftion.  However,  the  Remarker  (it  feems) 
thinks  it  all  loft  time  that  has  been  beftowed  in 
writing  any  thing  touching  the  nature  and  circum« 
ftances  of  the  trade,  or  the  conftitutions  of  foreign 
companies,  or  the  examples  of  other  nations,  or 
any  arguments  founded  upon  the  principles  of 
common  reafon  \  for  he  takes  not  the  leaft  notice 
of  any  of  thefe,  but  very  briefly,  he  being  a  man 
of  bufinefs,  and  loving  difpatch,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing moft  pertinent,  difcreet,  and  comprehen- 
five  anfwer ;  an  anfwer  truly  worthy  of  the  pen- 
man thereof ! 

R.  In  anfwer,  it  is  demanded  whether  it  is  rea- 
fonable  te  fliut  up  all  the  linnen-drapcrs  (hops 
between  Aldgate  and  Temple-Bar,  and  commit 
the  charge  of  that  trade  to  one  perfon  only  5  or 
fafe  to  exclude  200  flcilful  merchants  of  Great- 
Britain  and  the  Plantations,  of  good  credit  and 
reputation,  well  acquainted  with  this  abftrufe 
trade,  the  moft  beneficial  of  all  others  to  the  na- 
tion, and  commit  the  charge  thereof  to  a  company 
cxclufive  (provided  they  are  not  bankrupts)  and 

S  2  but 

•  Vide  page  145  of  this  volume. 
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but  four  of  whole  14  managers  are  ufually  mer- 
chants ;  the  other  colledive  intelligent  perfons,  as 
the  author  terms  them,  know  not  one  word  of 
trade,  commerce,  or  any  other  bufinefs  than  what 
is  pradtifed  in  Exchan^-alley. 
j1.  I  never  heard  that  it  was  allowable,  by  the  rules 
of  fair  reafoning,  to  anfwer  one  queilion  by  put- 
ting another,  "  rctorquere  non  eft  refpondere.** 
There  ought  firft  to  be  a  direft  anfwer  given  to 
the  queftion  firft  ftated,  and  then  retort  and  wel- 
come :  but  the  Remarker  fcorning  (it  feems)  to 
fubjeA  himfelf  to  fuch  childifh  rules  as  are  ufually 
taught  to  boys  at  fchool,  anfwers  the  queftion  firft 
ftated  by  putting  three  other  queftions  (very  per- 
tinent ones  no  doubt)  all  in  one  breath,  as  they 
are  recited  in  the  preceding  paragraph.    This  way 
of  reafoning,  I  confefs,  is  new  to  me ;  however, 
fmce  I  am  willing  to  learn  of  fo  great  a  mafter  as 
the  Remarker  is,  I  hope  he  will  allow  me  to  fol- 
low his  own  worthy  example  in  fome  meafure ; 
and,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  he  will  agree  to 
that  preliminary,  I  will  adventure  to  anfwer  his 
three  puzzling  queftions,  thus  : 

I.  Pray  what  affinity  has  the  linnen-drapers 
(hops  between  Aldgate  and  Temple-Bar  to  the 
nature  and  uncommon  circumftances  of  the  trade 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ?  Have  the  French, 
Dutch,  Danes,  Brandenburghers  and  Portugueze 
any  forts  and  caftles  between  Aldgate  and  Temple- 
Bar  ?  Are  all,  or  any  of  the  linnen-drapers  with- 
in the  aforefaid  limits,  in  any  danger  or  fear  of 
having  their  (hops  plundered,  their  throats  cut,&c. 
by  any  of  the  aforefaid  nations,  or  their  feveral 
barbarous  allies,  the  natives  of  Africa,  without 
the  hopes  of  having  juftice  done  upon  the  crimi- 
nals for  the  want  of  proper  courts  of  judicature 
within  the  whole  kingdom  ?  and  are  they  obliged 
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to  maintain  conftant  garrifbns  and  ftanding  forces, 
to  prevent  their  being  furprized  every  day  and 
night  in  the  year  ?  Well,  it  is  a  happy  thing  to 
have  a  Angular  talent  in  ftating  parallel  cafes !  and 
I  muft  own  the  Remarker  is  to  very  lucky  that 
way,  that  it  is  pity  he  fhould  have  the  bad  fortune 
to  be  always  mifunderftood  by  his  dull  readers. 

2.  Pray  how  many  of  the  Remarker's  "  200 
fkilful  merchants  of  Great-Britain  and  the  Planta- 
tions, of  good  credit  and  reputation,  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  abftrufe  trade,"  have  figned  the 
feparate  traders  petition  to  the  honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons  ?  I  am  afraid  they  will  be  all  con>- 
prehendcd  (fuch  as  they  are)  within  the  number  26, 
otherwife  the  copy  which  I  faw  of  their  petition 
was  not  a  tnie  one.  Now  I  muft  beg  the  Re- 
marker's  leave  to  look  a  little  back,  and  put  him 
in  mind  of  the  apology  which  he  made  in  his  firft 
remark  on  page  18,  viz.  "  The  feparate  traders 
never  were  with  any  of  the  lords  of  trade,  nor 
were  any  of  their  perfons  ever  known  to  their 
lordfhips,  till  a  long  time  after  thofe  accounts 
were  demanded,  and  given  in  from  the  African 
Company,"  which,  by  the  by,  was  but  about  15 
months  ago  at  moft.  What,  none  of  the  perfons 
of  thefe  200  fkilful  merchants,  of  good  credit  and 
reputation,  and  well  acquainted  with  this  abftrufe 
trade,  ever  known  to  the  lords  commiflioners  for 
trade  before  the  aforefaid  time  !  Pray,  Mr.  Re- 
marker,  let  me  advife  you  to  keep  that  as  a  fecret, 
let  it  be  buried  in  oblivion,  and  never  fo  much  as 
once  whifpered  again  from  this  time  forward,  left 
it  ftiould  happen  to  come  to  the  ears  of  fome  ma- 
licious perfon  or  other,  who  might  be  apt  to  make 
feveral  impertinent  inferences,  and  fay,  among 
other  things,  that  they  muft  all  then  be  but  a 
pack  of  very  obfcure  "  What  dVe  CalPums." 
S  3  Yet, 
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Yet,  as  there  is  no  general  rule  without  an  excep- 
tion, I  can  aflure  you,  Mr.  Remarker,  for  your 
comfort,  that  I  can  name  two  very  honeft  and 
worthy  gentlemen  who  have  traded  to  Africa^ 
feparately,  for  fome  y^ars  paft-,  and  you  know, 
honefty  is  fo  fcarce  a  commodity  in  this  wicked 
age,  efpecially  in  your  way  of  open  trading  to 
Africa  (if  the  contents  of  the  Second  Part  of  thefe 
Reflexions  be  true)  that  we  ought  to  put  a  great 
value  upon  it  wherever  we  find  it. 

As  to  the  Remarker's  3d  quefl:ion,  I  am  fo 
much  in  love  with  it  that  I  muft  repeat  it  over 
again,  viz.  R.  Whether  it  is  reafonable  to  commit 
the  charge  of  this  abftrufe  trade  to  a  company^  ex- 
clufive  (provided  they  are  not  bankrupts)  and  but 
four  of  whofe  24  managers  4ire  ufually  merchants, 
the  other  coUeftive  intelligent  perfons,  as  the  au- 
thor terms  them,  know  not  one  word  of  trade, 
commerce,  or  any  other  bufmefs  than  what  is 
praftifed  in  Exchange- alley. 

A,  Since  the  Remarker  has  (it  feems)  fuffered 
the  tranfports  of  his  fury  and  paffion  to  get  fo  far 
the  afcendant  over  all  his  reafonable  faculties,  as 
to  indulge  the  licentioufnefs  of  his  pen  to  the  moft 
extravagant  degree  imaginable,  in  the  generality 
of  all  his  aflertions,  it  is  no  wonder  if,  inftead  of 
folid  arguments  to  maintain  thefe,  he  recurs  now 
to  calumny,  flander  and  detraftion,  as  the  laft 
refiige  of  all  fuch  difputants. 

But  to  fhew  with  how  little  regard  to  the  com- 
mon rules  of  decency,  good  manners,  fincerity  or 
truth,  he  has  prefumptuoufly  endeavoured  to  tra- 
duce the  charafters  of  fuch  worthy  gentlemen  as 
the  prefent  managers  of  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany, in  general  terms,  meerly  with  defign  to 
anfwer  his  own  indireft  purpofes  at  this  juncture, 
I  cannot  forbear  publifhing  to   the  world   the 
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^eral  names  and  defignations  of  all  the  prefent 
members  of  the  Court  of  AiEftants  of  the  afore- 
faid  Company,  together  with  fome  few  hints  of 
theif  refpeftive  charafters,  as  merchants  and  men 
of  bulineis  ;  and  if,  in  fo  doing,  I  may  happen  to 
commit  any  miftake  (fince,  upon  my  veracity,  I 
do  it  without  their  privity  or  confent)  I  hope  the 
innocence  and  juftice  of  my  intention  may,  in 
fome  meafure,  plead  my  excufe :  and  I  will  affure 
the  Remarker,  before-hand,  that  they  are  not 
fuch  obfcure  perfons  as  he  makes  his  200  fkilful 
merchants  (the  feparate  traders)  to  be,  when  he 
apologizes  for  them,  in  faying,  "  That  none  of 
their  perfons  were  ever  known  to  the  lords  com- 
miffioners  of  trade,  &c." 

Nota,  By  the  by,  the  Royal  African  Company's 
proper  motto  is 

*'  Regio  floret  patrocinio  commercium,  commer- 
cioqj  regnum." 

Which  may  be  rendered  into  Englifli  thus, 

*'  As  a  kingdom  flouriftieth  by  trade,  fo  trade 
flouriftieth  by  having  the  countenance  and  pro- 
teftion  of  the  Royal  Sovereign." 

King  Charles  11.  as  a  mark  of  his  royal  favour 
and  particular  regard  to  the  advancement  of  the 
African  trade,  beftowed  upon  the  company  of 
adventurers  the  denomination  of  the  Royal  Afri- 
can Company  of  England.  There  feems  to  be 
fomething  of  magnificence  even  in  the  very  title 
itfelf,  and  ought  to  carry  refpcft  along  with  it ; 
yea,  ftill  the  more,  when  it  is  confidered  that,  to 
Dear  up  the  dignity  of  that  title,  the  company, 
fince  their  firft  cftablifhmcnt,  never,  to  this  hour, 
S  4  had 
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had  any  other  than  royal  perfons  as  their  gover- 
nors. 

Upon  their  firft  eftabli0imcnt,  in  1672,  they 
chofe  [the  Duke  of  York  to  be  their  governor, 
who  continued  to  be  fo,  from  year  to  year,  even 
after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne.  After  the  abdi- 
cation of  King  James,  they  chofe  King  William 
as  their  governor.  Upon  King  William's  death, 
his  Royal  Hi^hnefs  Prince  George  of  Denmark 
fucceeded,  and,  fmce  his  Royal  Highnefs's  deaths 
the  general  court  of  adventurers  chofe  the  Queen's 
molt  excellent  Majefty  (whom  God  long  preferve) 
to  fucceed  as  governor  for  this  year,  and,  I  hope, 
fliall  continue  ib  to  be  for  many  fucceeding  years 
yet  to  come. 

Now,  as  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  court  of  af- 
fiftants,  whom  the  Remarker  points  at,  under  the 
general  name  of  managers,  in  his  foul-mouth'd 
infmuations. 

Sir  William  Withers,  knight  and  alderman,  is 
fub-governor  of  the  company ;  he  is  well  known 
to  be  a  very  eminent  merchant,  was  lord-mayor 
of  the  city  of  London  laft  year,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Thomas  Pindar,  Efq;  deputy-governor,  is  alio 
a  merchant,  in  the  conftant  praftice  of  all  matters 
relating  to  foreign  and  domeftick  trade,  ever  fmce 
be  was  a  youth  of  about  15  or  16  years  of  age. 

Note,  That  though  thcfe  two  gentlemen  had 
ferved  out  the  ordinary  time  allowed  by  the  com- 
pany's by-laws,  as  fub-governor  and  deputy-go- 
vernor of  the  company,  yet,  by  a  fpecial  aft  of 
the  general  court  of  adventurers,  they  are  conti- 
nued in  the  fame  ftations  for  this  year  likewife,  in 
confideration  of  their  eminent  fervices  to  the  com- 
pany, as  well  as  of  their  great  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience In  all  matters  relating  to  the  African 
z  trade, 
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trade ;  and  the  low  circumftancesof  the  company, 
both  before  and  during  the  time  of  their  admini- 
ftration,  made  their  care  fo  much  the  more  need- 
ful. 

Sir  Jonathan  Andrews,  knight,  is  known  to  be 
a  perfon  Angularly  well  verfcd  in  the  knowledge 
of  all  matters  relating  to  (hipping  and  navigation, 
and  to  the  African  trade  in  general,  was  for  many 
ye^rs  employed  in  the  Eaft-India  trade  abroad,  has 
been,  for  feveral  years  lince,  a  manager  of  that 
and  the  African  trade  at  home,  and  is,  at  this 
time,  a  manager  of  the  united  Eaft-India  trade 
likewife. 

Sir  Thomas  Cooke,  knight  and  alderman.  His 
character  and  lingular  (kill  in  all  matters  relating 
to  trade  and  bu(inefs  has  been  long  fince  very  ob- 
vious to  this  and  feveral  other  nations ;  and  he  is 
a  manager  of  the  united  £a(l-India  trade  likewife. 

John  Cooke,  Efq-,  is  fon  to  the  aforefaid  Sir 
Thomas  Cooke,  was  bred  a  merchant  in  Spain, 
and  is  now  a  manager  of  the  united  £a(t-India 
trade  likewife. 

John  Cutting,  Efq;  was  bred  a  merchant  in 
Italy,  and  is  very  well  verfed  in  all  matters  relating 
to  accounts  and  merchandizing. 

Sir  Francis  Da(hwood,  knight  and  baronet,  is 
known  to  be  a  perfon  well  educated,  and  always 
converfant  in  bufinefs  as  a  merchant  *,  he  is  like- 
wife  a  manager  of  the  Eafl:-India  trade,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

Sir  William  Fazakerley,  knight,  is  publickly 
known  to  be  a  perfon  well  educated  and  verfed  in 
bufinefs,  and  particularly  in  the  knowledge  and 
experience  of  buying  all  forts  of  goods  proper  for 
the  African  trade,  and  is  prefent  chamberlain  of 
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the  city  of  London,  which  is  known  to  be  a  place 
of  great  trull  and  credit. 

Mr.  James  Gohicr  was  bred  a  merchant,  and 
is  particularly  well  verfed  in  the  Weft-India  trade. 

Sir  William  Humphreys,  knight  and  alderman, 
is  known  to  be  well  verfed,  all  his  days,  both  in 
foreign  and  domeftick  bufinefs. 

Urban  Hall,  £fq;  was  bred  a  merchant,  has 
been  in  the  praftice  of  merchandizing  all  his  days ; 
he  lived  fomc  years  abroad,  has  been  many  years 
a  manager  of  the  African  trade,  and  has  particu- 
lar experience  of  what  may  concern  the  improve- 
ment thereof,  in  all  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
fame,  and  is  a  manager  of  the  united  Eaft-India 
trade  likewife. 

Jofeph  Jory,  Efq;  was  bred  a  merchant  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  a  confiderable  planter,  and  for  many 
years  a  manager  of  the  Atrican  trade,  infomucn 
that  he  is  known  to  be  well  verfed  in  moft  of  all 
the  branches  of  that  valuable  trade. 

John  Morgan,  Efq;  a  merchant  from  his  in-, 
fancy,  is  well  known  to  be  a  man  of  great  bufinefs 
in  trade,  and  particularly  well  verled  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  African  trade,  as  being  many  years 
a  manager  thereof, 

Arthur  Moor,  Efq-,  is  a  gentleman  well  known 
to  be,  for  many  years;  verfed  in  variety  of  bufinefs 
of  great  confequence,  is  a  manager  of  the  united 
Eaft-India  trade  likewife,  and  a  member  of  the 
honourable  Houfe  of  Commons. 

John  Nicolfon,  Efq-,  well  known  to  be  a  man 
of  eminent  fkill  in  all  matters  relating  to  ftiipping 
and  navigation,  was  feveral  years  employed  in  the 
Eaft-India  trade  abroad,  and  has  been  fmce  a 
manager  of  the  African  trade  for  many  years. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Steven  Pendarves  is  a  gentleman  known  to 
be  well  verfed  in  bufinefs,  and  is  a  prefent  manager 
of  the  Eaft-India  trade  likewife. 

Mr.  Philip  Shephard  was  converfant  in  bufmefs 
from  his  infancy,  and  is  well  verfrd  in  the  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  buying  all  forts  of  goods 
proper  for  the  African  trade. 

Mr.  William  Mafon  has  been  always  a  man  of 
very  confiderable  bufmefs,  and  was  lately  high 
IherifF  of  the  county  of  Surrey. 

William  Lancafter,  Efq-,  is  a  gentleman  of  ap- 
proved capacity,  induftry  and  integrity,  known 
to  be  always  converfant  in  bufinefs  of  confiderable 
confequence,  and  is  a  manager  of  the  Eaft-India 
trade  likewife. 

Thomas  Lake,  Efq;  is  a  counfellor  at  law,  has 
been  many  years  a  member  of  the  Royal  African 
Company  •,  his  liberal  education  and  great  induftry 
has  rendered  him  very  knowing  in  all  manner  of 
bufinefs,  and  has  ferved  in  feveral  other  publick 
capacities  of  great  truft. 

Sir  James  Grey,  baronet,  is  a  gentleman  pub- 
lickly  known  to  be  converfant  in  bufinefs  of  very 
confiderable  confequence,  both  for  himfelf  and 
others,  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter, 
&c.  for  many  years  together,  and  is  a  manager  of 
the  Eaft-India  trade  alfo. 

Mr.  William  Elliot  is  likewife  well  known  to  be 
a  man  of  very  confiderable  bufmefs,  for  many 
years  together,  as  he  is  ftill  to  this  hour,  and  the 
cntirenefs  of  his  charafter  and  reputation  is  very 
well  known  both  in  South  and  North-Britain. 

Mr.  John  Campbell  is  a  pcrfon  whofe  charafter 
runs,  as  near  as  may  be,  parallel  with  that  of 
Mr.  Elliot  above-named. 

Note.  Thefe  three  gentlemen.  Grey,  Elliot  and 
Campbell,  are  natives  of  Scotland,  which  fhews 
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that,  in  the  eleftion  of  pcrfons  fitly  qualified  for 
being  members  of  the  court  of  ailiftants  of  the 
Royal  African  Company,  there  is  no  diftindion 
made  with  regard  to  the  natives  of 'any  part  of  the 
united  kingdom ;  and  thefe  three  perfons  are 
known  to  have  acquired  confiderable  fortunes, 
chiefly  by  their  own  induftry,  capacity,  and  ap- 
plication to  bufmefs,  which  is  no  great  argument 
(as  the  Remarker  would  infinuate)  that  they  arc 
ftrangers  to  all  manner  of  bufinefs. 

Sir  John  Germain,  baronet,  is  a  gentleman  of 
a  confiderable  fortune,  deeply  concerned  in  the 
joint-ftock  of  the  company  (as  all  the  former  are) 
and  is  known  to  have  a  great  acquaintance  and  in- 
tereft  with  the  principal  adventurers  in  the  ftock, 
and  alfo  with  many  perfons  of  the  greateft  rank 
and  quality  in  the  kingdom ;  and  his  acquifitions 
do  fiifficiently  denote  his  capacity  for  bufiiiefs. 

John  Duncomb,  Efq-,  is  a  gentleman  well 
known  to  be  converfant  in  publick  and  private 
bufinefs  of  great  confequence  for  many  years  toge- 
ther. 

James  Blake,  Efq;  is  a  gentleman  of  a  good 
fortune,  deeply  concerned  in  the  joint-ftock  of 
the  company,  and  is  known  to  have  a  confiderable 
acquaintance  and  intereft  with  the  principal  ad- 
v-enturers  in  the  joint-ftock  of  the  company,  as 
well  as  with  many  perfons  of  the  greateft  rank 
and  quality,  which,  together  with  his  liberal  edu- 
cation, has  fufficiently  qualified  him  for  having  a 
general  knowledge  in  any  bufinefs. 

Note,  That  confidering  there  are  many  perfons 
of  feveral  degrees,  and  ot  both  fexes,  concerned 
in  the  joint-ftock  of  the  company,  it  was  thought 
always  reafonable  that  the  adminiftration  thereof 
ftiould  net  be  wholly  confined  to  the  management 
of  merchants  only,  and  therefore  the  general  court 
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of  adventurers  thought  fii,  from  time  to  time,  to 
have  a  mixture  of  fome  other  gentlemen  of  known 
parts  and  capacities,  to  be  Iharers  in  the  admini- 
ftration,  for  the  more  general  fatisfa(flion  of  all 
concerned  5  and  as  the  reafonablenefs  thereof  may 
fufficiently  appear  from  the  contents  of  page  140, 
141,  and  142,  of  this  volume,  lb  we  have  the 
authority  of  that  great  matter  of  trade,  in  all  the 
fpeculative  and  practical  parts  thereof.  Sir  Joliah 
Child,  for  it,  that  any  fociety  of  trade,  confifting 
of  a  mixture  of  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  mer- 
chants, is  much  more  likely  to  anfwer  the  ends  of 
an  united  and  joint  management,  in  matters  of 
trade,  than  if  it  confided  of  merchants  only. 

By  this  time,  I  hope,  the  reader  may  be  fully 
fatisfied  as  to  the  Remarker's  difingenuity  in  that 
fcandalous  general  charafter  under  which  he  would 
have  the  managers  of  the  Royal  African  Company 
to  pafs,  in  the  opinions  of  the  ignorant  and  moll 
undifcerning  part  of  mankind,  and  of  Ilich  others 
as  have  not  had  occafion  to  be  particularly  ac- 
quainted with  either  the  perfons  or  charafters  of 
thefe  worthy  gentlemen  above-named. 

Now,  fince  I  have  endeavoured  to  gratify  t':e 
Remarker's  humour,  by  expofing  the  names  and 
characters  of  the  aforefaid  26  members  of  the  court 
of  afliftants  of  the  Royal  African  Company  (whom 
he  calls  24  managers)  I  hope  I  may  claim  the  pri- 
vilege  of  alking  him  three  modeft  qneftions,  viz. 

1.  Will  the  Remarkcr  be  piealed  to  diftinguifh 
the  names  of  fuch  of  thefe  26  gentlemen  as  he 
thinks  are  bankrupts  ? 

2.  Will  he  likewife  be  pleafed  to  diftinguilli  the 
names  of  fuch  of  them  as  know  not  one  word  of 
trade,  commerce,  or  any  other  bufmefs  t)ian  what 
is   pra(5lifed  in   Exchange-alley  f    (which   is   his 
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learned  allegorical  phrafc  for  what  he  and  others 
commonly  call  ftock-jobbing.)     And, 

3.  Will  he  be  pleafed  to  fubjoiii  his  own  name 
and  defignation,  as  owning  himfelf  to  be  the  wor- 
thy author  of  thofe  charafters  which  he  fo  liberally 
beftowed  upon  them,  in  his  difcreet  queftion  afore- 
mentioned ?  No-,  I  fuppofe  he  will  not  be  covetous 
of  having  the  honour  to  be  exalted  above  the  reft 
of  the  people  near  Exchange-alley  ;  but  if  he  ad- 
venture to  try  the  experiment,  I  hereby  engage  to 
fubjoin  my  name  to  this  and  the  two  former  parts 
of  thefe  Refledlions. 

But  to  return  from  this  feeming  digreffion,  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  any  intelligent  and  difinte- 
refted  perfon  whatfoever  will,  upon  due  confidera- 
tion  of  the  reafons  formerly  given  in  the  Firft  Part 
of  thefe  Refleftions,  allow  that  the  trade  to  Africa 
may  be  carried  on,  under  one  uniform  and  regular 
management,  to  much  better  purpofes,  in  all 
refpedts  whatfoever,  than  can  poflibly  be  done  by 
any  confufed  number  of  perfons,  having  divided 
interefts  and  defigns,  as  well  as  different  and  in- 
terfering rules  of  management  •,  and  this  is  that 
which  I  have,  all  along,  imdertaken  to  prove,  by 
many  concurring  arguments,  founded  upon  the 
uncommon  nature  and  circumftances  of  the  trade 
to  Africa,  the  common  principles  of  reafon,  the 
experience  of  all  ages,  and  the  political  topicks 
and  univerfal  praftice  of  all  other  European  na- 
tions :  all  which  arguments  the  Remarker  has 
thought  fit  (for  brevity's  fake)  to  pafs  over  in 
filence,  without  fo  much  as  attempting  to  anfwer 
any  one  of  them,  otherwife  than  by  raifing  a  con- 
fufed and  unintelligible  clamour  and  noife  con- 
cerning the  private  difpute  between  the  prefent 
company  and   leparate   traders  to   Africa    only, 

which. 
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which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  a  very  imperfcft 
and  prepofterous  way  ot  informing  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  in  order  to  fettle  a  national  conftitu- 
tion  fuitablc  co  the  fingular  nature  and  uncommon 
circumftances  of  that  trade. 

Yet  however,  fince,  in  purfuing  my  main  de- 
fign,  I  have  obliquely  concerned  myfelf  in  that 
private  difpute  alfo,  as  being  fully  convinced  that 
the  company  have  been  extremely  injured  in  that 
matter,  I  will  proceed  (according  to  my  concep- 
tion of  things)  to  confider  the  merits  of  that  di- 
fpute, in  all  the  parts  thereof. 

It  is  certain  that  contraries  appear  beft  by 
ftating  them  oppofite  on:^  to  the  other ;  and  there- 
fore, fince  the  Remarker  is  pleafed  to  diftinguifli 
the  feparate  traders  by  fuch  advantageous  general 
charaders,  as  that  of  "  Ikilful  merchants  of  good 
credit  and  reputation,  well  acquainted  with  this 
abftrufe  trade,  &c."  it  is  but  fair  and  equal  that 
the  names  of  all  the  2^  merchants,  feparate  tra- 
ders, from  the  port  of  London  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa  (as  they  call  themfelves)  who  figned  the 
petition  lately  given  in  to  the  honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons,  be  likewife  inferted  here,  to  the  end 
that  the  reader  may  be  the  better  able  to  compare 
their  feveral  qualities,  qualifications  and  charafters 
(even  jointly  confidered,  though  their  meafures  be 
feparate)  with  that  of  the  26  gentlemen,  managers 
ot  the  Royal  African  Company,  afore-named,  and 
form  a  judgment  accordingly. 

The  names  of  the  aforefaid  petitioning  feparate 
traders  are : 

Thomas  Taylor  George  Kelthorpe 

John  Lodington  Robert  Brooke 

Nicholas  Goodwin  Edward  Jeffreys 

Benjamin  Henfliaws         John  Brov/ne 

Peregrine 
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Peregrine  Browne  William  Lone 

John  Burridge,  jun.  Thomas  Lloyd 

Humphrey  Morris  Charles  Kent 

JAMES  WAYTE  Richard  Harris 

Abraham  Houlditch  Ifaac  Millner 

John  Godman  Thomas  Smith 

John  Radbourne  Peter  Paggen 

Benjamin  Hatley  Jofcph  Martin 

Benjamin  Bradley  Jofeph  Smith. 
Cornelius  Dean 

For  aught  I  can  tell,  of  my  own  proper  know- 
ledge, all  thefe  may  be  very  honed  and  capable 
gentlemen ;  but  the  truth  is,  I  never  fpoke  with 
any  of  them  in  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life,  and  I 
fhould  be  loth  to  give  fuch  particular  charadters  of 
any  man  (elpecially  in  a  publick  manner,  and 
upon  the  bare  information  of  others)  as  I  have 
heard  of  fome  of  them  -,  only  thus  far  I  will  freely 
adventure  to  fay,  that  (it  feems)  fome  of  them 
have  a  greater  liking  to  the  African  trade,  than  to 
the  callings  to  which  (as  I  am  informed)  they  have 
been  bred  j  and  I  have  good  ground  to  believe, 
that,  upon  enquiry,  it  will  be  found  that  fome  of 
them  never  made  any  entries  of  goods  (at  leaft  in 
their  own  names)  for  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  are 
brought  in,  for  company's  fake,  meerly  to  join  in 
the  chorus  againft  the  company,  as  other  petitions 
have  been  induftrioufly  procured  (for  the  fake  of 
clamour  only)  from  places  and  perfons  who  never 
traded  to  Africa  fince  the  beginning  of  the  laft 
century  (whatever  they  did  formerly)  nor  in  all 
probability  ever  will,    in  our  days.     However, 
fince  I  know  that  clamour  makes-  no  fmall  part  of 
the  Remarker's  arguments,  I  will  not  rob  him  of 
any  part  of  that  too  frequently  fuccefsful  ingre- 
dient, but  refer  it  to  himfelf  to  print  the  names 

of 
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of  thele  petitioning  27  feparate  traders,  and  of  the 
Jpeft  of  his  200  Ikilful  merchants^  with  fuch  parti- 
cular defignations  and  rcfpeftive  dilUnguilhin^ 
Charafters  as  he  thinks  they  deferve-,.  for  the  truth 
is,  I  am  not  a  fit  perfon  to  give  charaders  of 
them,  becaufe  there  are  fome,  even  of  the  afore- 
faid  27  petitioning  feparate  traders,  of  whom  I 
have  as  yet  got  no  manner  of  account,  either  good 
or  bad,  though  I  have  made  foms  enquiry ;  only 
let  the  Remarker  take  this  fliort  memorandum 
along  with  him,  as  a  pofition  to  be  demonllrated 
in  the  3d  chapter  of  this  Third  Part  of  thefe  Re- 
flexions, viz.  That  whatever  knowledge  and  (kill 
the  aforefaid  feparate  traders,  yea,  or  any  of  the 
reft  of  her  Majefty*s  fubjefts  Irave,  or  can  juftly 
pretend  to  have,  of  the  true  nature  and  circum- 
ftances  of  the  trade  to  Africa,  the  fame  is  chiefly, 
if  not  wholly,  owing  to  the  fole  induftij,  care  arid 
fedulous  application  of  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany, and  thofe  whom  they  employed  in  the  fe- 
veral  qualities  of  generals,  chiefs,  agents,  fac^tors, 
correfpondents,  m^ers  and  navigators  of  ihips, 
iuper-cargoes,  cbirurgeons,  fecretaries,  clerks,  ac- 
romjptants,  book-keepers,  calhiers,  ftore  and  warc- 
iiouie-keepcrs,  &c.  cither  abroad  or  at  home. 
And  by  what  I  can  learn,  few  or  none  cf  thefe 
proved  ever  treacherous  to  the  fevcral  and  refpec- 
tive  trufts  repofcd  in  them  by  the  company,  be- 
fore infr^ions  were  made  upon  the  privileges  of 
the  company's  charter ;  but  then  indeed  the  pri- 
vate traders  came  to  have  too  tempting  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feducing  the  company'*  fcrvants,  as 
being  the  moft  effeftual  method  they  could  think 
of,  to  ruin  the  company  and  compufs  their  own 
private  ends,  which  (to  me  at  Icaft)  fcems  to  be  a 
very  unnatural  kind  of  coi^lpiracy  againft  0  com* 
Vol*  V.  T  pany. 
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pany,  who  (I  am  fully  convinced)  have  been  both 
the  founders  and  prefervers  of  that  trade  to  the 
nation. 

R.  In  his  chapter  of  the  progrel^  of  the  trade 
to  Africa,  he  fufEciently  owns  the  continual  incli- 
nations of  the  nation  for  an  open  trade. 

A.  In  that  chapter  I  have  (as  I  humbly  appre- 
hend) demonftrated  that  the  imprafticability  of 
carrying  on  and  preferving  the  trade  to  Africa,  in 
an  open  method,  was  always  the  occafion  of  efta- 
blilhmg  companies,  from  time  to  time,  with  ex- 
clufive  privileges,  by  charters  under  the  great  leal 
of  England,  and  that,  whenever  infractions  were 
made  upon  thefe  privileges,  the  trade  fell  always 
of  coune  into  diforders,  and  often  came  to  be 
quite  relinquifhed,  till  fomc  exclufive  joint-ftock 
company  was  again  cttablilhed,  according  to  the 
conftant  practice  of  all  other  European  nations. 

R.  And  'tis  well  known,  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  patent  for  an  exclufive  trade  were  very 
indireft,  &c. 

A.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Rcmarker  and  his 
confederates  have  often  endeavoured  to  amufe  the 
heedlefs  multitude  with  invidious  and  fcandalousi. 
fuggeftions  of  this  kind,  and  it  is  as  well  known 
that  they  could  never,  to  this  hour,  condefcend 
upon,  and  much  lefs  prove,  *'  in  Grascas  calendas,** 
any  one  fingle  indireA  flep  taken  for  obtaining 
the  Royal  African  Company's  patent :  but  if  peo- 

})le  will  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  impofed  upon,  by 
uch  ridiculous  fuggeftions   as  thefe,   inftead  of 
folid  arguments,  *'  qui  vult  decipi  decipiatur/* 

R.  He  urges  that  the  company's  exports  in 
peace,  when  they  were  exclufive,  were  70,000  (• 
value,  which  is  much  doubted. 

J  No 
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A.  No  doubt,  the  Remarkcr  thinks  that  his 
own  afFefted  doubting  of  the  company's  having 
made  any  fuch  exports  as  70,000/.  per  ann.  ought 
to  pafs  for  a  fufficient  confutation  of  that,  and  all 
other  points  of  fact  urged  in  favour  of  the  con> 
pany,  in  the  6th  page  of  the  Firft  Part  of  thefe 
Refledlions  *,  though  he  fiurs  all  the  reft  over  in 
filence,  and,  according  to  his  notable  way  of  di- 
ftorting  the  meaning  of  things  for  his  own  pur- 
pofe,  muft  needs  add  this  qualification  to  what  I 
urged,  viz.  *'  When  they  (the  company)  were 
cxclufive,  in  time  of  peace,"  and  from  thence 
would  infmuate  what  he  and  his  confederates 
have  often  endeavoured  to  inculcate  elfewhere,  viz. 
That  the  company  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  their 
cxclufive  privileges  in  time  of  war  too,  till  tJie 
aft  of  parliament,  1697,  though  it  is  certain  that 
they  have  not  been  cxclufive,  at  any  time,  fincc 
the  Revolution.  And  indeed,  by  the  natural 
courfe  of  that  trade,  if  it  were  upon  the  foot  of  an 
cxclufive  conftitution,  I  fee  no  material  reafon 
why  our  exports  to  Africa  may  not  at  ail  times  be 
regulated,  chiefly  by  the  demand  that  fliall  happen 
to  be  for  European  goods  on  that  coaft,  and  for 
Negroes  in  the  Weftern  Plantations,  without  any 
immediate  regard  to  peace  or  war  in  Eurppe,  be* 
caufe  the  difference  of  freight  and  infurance  (if 
that  were  all)  ought  rather  to  be  an  argument  for 
Augmenting  our  exports  in  time  of  war. 

But  to  let  the  world  fee  with  how  little  reafon 
the  Remarker  feems  to  doubt  of  the  reality  of 
thcfe  exports,  urged  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Royal  African  Company,  conftantly,  while  tJiey 
had  the  trade  cxclufive,  here  are  fubjoined  the 
particular  yearly  exports  made  by  them  for  nine 
years  together  fucceflively,  and  immediately  pre- 

T  %  ceuing 

*  Vide  page  SS  of  this  roliune. 
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ceding  the  Revolution  (exclufive  of  any  other 
fliips  which  traded  then  by  the  company's  per- 
million)  viz. 


In  anno^ 


ri68ol 
1681 
1682 
1683 


46347 
75188 

89616 

78028 


1684  vthe  value  of<  54932 
82346 
66128 

77695 
65171 


1685 
1686 
16-87 
1688 


s. 

13 
15 
18 
18 
II 
o 

12 

II 

2 


i. 

8 
II 

9 
o 

7 

I 

3 
3 
5 


Total    635456      3     II 


which,  in  an  average,  makes  more  than  70,000/. 
per  ann.  and  Ihews  that  the  company's  computa- 
tions are  not  (as  thefe  made  by  the  feparate  traders 
&re  alwavs)  made  at  random,  but  are  (till  within 
compafs. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  likewife,  that  thefe 
goods  were  fold  to  a  great  advance,  about  cent, 
per  cent,  and  that  the  belt  of  Negro  flaves  coft 
then  but  about  3/.  per  head,  or  3/,  loi,  at  moft, 
and  other  African  produce,  fuch  as  gold,  &c. 
proportionably,  which  made  the  returns  then  in- 
comparably more  confiderable  than  they  have  been 
ever  fmce, 

R.  But  if  true,  it  appears,  by  an  account  of 
the  10  per  cent,  duty  given  in  to  the  commiflio* 
ners  of  trade  to  Africa,  that  the  exports  fince  the 
trade  was  laid  open  were  160,000/.  value  per  ann. 
for  two  years  in  peace,  and  fince  the  war  near 
70,000/.  value  per  ann.  in  an  average,  which 
liifficiently  confirms  the  benefit  of  laying  open  this 

trade, 
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traide,  as  to  the  exponation  of  Britifli  maniifac- 
tures. 

A*  By  the  immediate  preceding  (edion,  it  is 
evident  that  the  Remaiicer*s  (but  if  true)  might 
have  been  faved  till  feme  further  occalion.  What 
he  would  have  us  underftand  by  ^^  the  commif- 
fioners  of  trade  to  Af^ici^''  is,  I  muft  own,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  my  dull  comprchenfion ;  furdy 
he  would  not  have  the  power  of  the  lords  com- 
miflioners  for  trade  limited  to  the  cognizance  of 
fuch  matters  as  relate  to  the  trade  to  Africa  only ! 
I  always  underitood  (and  I  ftill  believe  it  is  fo) 
that  their  lordlhips  commiflion  was  fo  extenfive  as 
to  entitle  them  to  take  cognizance  of  all  matters 
relating  to  trade  and  plantations  in  general ;  but 
if  the  Remarker  pleafe  to  explain  his  meaning,  I 
will  willingly  be  informed,  and  acknowledge  any 
miftake  that  he  can  fix  upon  me. 

Then,  as  to  his  account  of  exports,  I  remember 
that,  in  ieveral  places,  he  feems  to  value  himfeif 
extremely  upon  his  admirable  fkill  in  numbers, 
and  I  muft  do  him  fo  much  juftice  as  to  acknov/- 
ledge  that  he  exercifes  his  talent  that  way,  efpe- 
cially  in  addition  and  multiplication,  to  as  much 
advantage  as  any  man  whatever  can  well  do,  when 
he  thinks  it  may  tend  to  the  advancement  of  his 
caufe  •,  but  that  he  magnifies  the  exports,  and 
makes  a  vain  brag  of  prolit,  v/hen  the  contrary  is 
too  m.elancholy  a  truth,  fhall  be  clearly  dcmon- 
ftrated  when  I  come  to  coniidcr  liis  grols  compu  - 
cations  upon  thofe  heads. 

R.  It  IS  urged  likewife,  as  an  inftance  of  the 
benefit  of  this  trade,  that,  when  the  company 
were  exclufive,  they  flourifhed,  and  made  n^any 
dividends  (hinc  iUae  lachrymae)  which  is  feared  to 
be  true,  or  elfe  they  had  not  been  in  fuch  a  condi- 
tion as  they  are  in  at  prefent. 

T  3  A.  Well ! 


2j9  RtFLCCTIOHS    m 

j£  WcU!  oiteinafasrcafonablyhopctowaihs 
Kegrowhite,  as  to  reclaim  this  Ronarker&om  the 
incom^ble  habir  that  he  has  got  of  making  falie 
quotations,  and  giving  wrong  turns  to  the  real 
and  plain  meaning  of  things,  merely  to  anfwer  his 
oirn  distorted  purpofes.  Here  he  woukl  have  the 
reader  underftand,  that  the  lownels  of  the  com- 

Eny's  preient  condition,  is.  occafioned  by  their 
ving  made  large  dividotids  of  their  capital  flock, 
whereas  the  real  occafion  thereof  is  of  a  quite  con- 
trary nature,  as  has  been  already,  and  ihall  be 
further  clearly  demonflrated* ..  But  after  having, 
in  the  88  th  page  of  this  volume,  enumerated 
many  fpecial  advantages  which  the  induftry,  care 
and  application  of  the  Royal  African  Company 
had  produced  to  the  nation,  during  the  time  that 
the  trade  was  carried  on  by  an  exclufive  confiitu« 
tion,  the  fubftance  of  that  whole  fedion  is  re- 
fumed  again  exprefsly  m  thefe  general  terms, 
^^  And  in  efFed  they  managed  matters  fb  as  that, 
£>r  feveral  years  together,  that  trade  did  not  only 
produce  an  annual  dividend  of  certain  profits  to 
all  the  particular  adventurers  in  the  joint-flock, 
befide  a  multiplication  of  their  capital,  but  like- 
wife  fcvcral  other  publick  and  national  advantages 
to  the  v/hole  kingdom,  and  the  Britifh  plantations 
in  general/'  And  de  fado  it  was  fo ;  for  it  will 
ftiU  appear,  by  the  company's  booko,  that,  over- 
and^aoove  the  faid  dividends,  they  had  improved 
their  capital  flock  to  feveral  hundreds  per  cent. 
and  would  probably  have  continued  to  have  made 
a  proportional  improvement  flill,  if  an  inundation 
of  interlopers  hacf  not  broke  in  upon  their  privi- 
leges, foon  after  tlie  Revolution,  &c. 

R.  As  to  his  complaint  of  the  feparate  traders 
lefTening  the  company's  credit,  what  credit  can  a 
man  have  f  &c, 

J.  Here 
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A.  Here  the  Rcmarkcr,  once  in  his  life-time, 
has  the  modefty  not  to  deny  the  fad,  as  being 
indeed  too  palpably  known,  and  particularly 
vouched,  by  innumerable  inftances,  in  the  Second 
t^art  of  thefc  Refleftions,  but,  according  to  his 
ordinary  method,  endeavours  to  fliift  it  with  one 
of  his  ufual  fupercilious  queftions,  which,  to  fhew 
his  wifdom,  he  Hates  by  way  of  a  parable,  where- 
in he  very  liberally  compliments  the  gentlemen  of 
of  the  company,  under  the  cloak  of  his  diftorted 
parable,  with  the  agreeable  epithet  of  knave, 
bankrupt,  &c.  Thele  are  the  rhetorical  flowers 
vrith  which  this  Remarker  thinks  fit  to  embellilh 
his  judicious  parables,  which  puts  me  in  mind  of 
Solomon's  faymg,  "  The  legs  of  the  lame  are  not 
equal ;  fo  is  a  parable  in  the  mouth  of  'fools  ^." 
And  truly,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  company 
may  very  juftly  complain  in  the  words  of  the 
fame  wife  man,  ^^  Wrafh  is  cruel,  and  anger  is 
outrageous;  but  who  is  able  to  ftand  before 
envy-f-?**  The  company's  credit,  reputation, 
and  fuccels  in  their  undertakings,  were  indeed 
envied,  while  they  had  the  trade  exclufive,  and  I 
need  not  repeat  here  the  grounds  and  occafion  of 
their  prefent  low  circumftances,  that  being  already 
made  fufficiently  evident  elfewhcre. 

R.  In  his  progrefs  of  the  trade  to  Africa,  the 
author  taxes  many  feparate  traders  with  repenting 
that  they  ever  traded  to  Africa,  and  of  divers 
abufes  conunitted  by  them  on  the  coaft.  But  his 
ignorance  appears  in  nothing  more  than  in  the  firft 
of  thefe  two  aflertions,  becaufe  none  of  the  fepa- 
rate traders,  that  have  continued  the  trade,  have 
rcafon  to  repent,  but  are  able  to  pay  their  juft 
debts,  without  coming  a-be^ing  to  have  their 

T  4  neigh- 
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neighbours  thrown  out  of  their  employment,  that 
they  may  be  fct  up  again  in  their  room. 

J.  By  the  Cuftom-houfe  entries  it  appears,  that 
the  number  of  perfons  who  traded  feparately  to 
Africa,  from  year  to  year,  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  aft  of  parliament,  1697,  to  this  year^ 
are  as  foUoweth,  viz. 

Years.  Numbers  of  Traders* 

1698  —  —  —  —  —  16 

1699  —  —  —  —  —  145 

1700  —  —  —  —  —  144 

1701  —  —  —  —  —  143 

1702  —  —  —  —  —  84 

1703  —  —  —  ^  _  71 

1704  —  _  —  —  _  54 

1705  _  —  _  —  —  48 

1706  —  —  —  —  —  40 

1707  ^  —  —  —  —  37 

1708  -^  —  ^—  —  —  27 

It  appears  likewife,  that  fome  who  traded  the 
firft  year  difcontinued  the  fecond,  though  others 
came  then  in ;  that  fome  who  traded  the  fecond 
year  difcontinued  the  third  j  and  fo  they  fucceeded 
and  difcontinued  progreflively,  from  year  to  year, 
till  that,  of  between  4  and  500  feveral  perfons 
who  traded  feparately  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  aforefaid  aft,  there  are 
but  27  who  have  made  any  entries  thither  in  the 
year  1708.  So,  whether  my  ignorance,  or  the 
Remarker's  difingenuity,  in  relation  to  this  point 
of  faft,  "  that  miiny  feparate  traders  repented 
their  having  ever  traded  to  Africa,"  be  mod  ap- 
parent, the  reader  is,  by  this  time,  pretty  able  to 
judge.  But  indeed  his  (because)  is  fuch  a  fur- 
prizing  one,  as  is  only  peculiar  to  the  Remarker's 
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<Hm  lingular  method  of  rcafoning,  viz.  **  None 
of  the  (27)  fcparatc  traders,  that  have  continued 
the  trade,  have  (as  he  fays)  reafon  to  repent  •/* 
therefore  none  of  the  400  and  odd  pcrfons,  who 
have  relinquiflied  it,  have  any  reafon  to  repent 
that  they  ever  traded  to  Africa.  This  is  one  of 
the  Remarker's  natural  confequcnces.  Well,  I 
will  vow  it  is  no  finall  piece  of  penance  to  any  one 
to  be  obliged  to  read,  and  much  more  to  anlwer, 
fuch  a  rhapfody  of  incoherent  ftufF  as  thefe  re- 
marks that  I  am  thus  taking  to  pieces. 

However,  I  cannot  but  obfcrve  here,  that  as 
no  more  than  27  fcparate  traders  have  made  entries 
at  the  Cuftom-houfe,  for  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in 
the  year  1708,  fo  the  very  fame  number,  though 
not  all  of  them  the  fame  pcrfons,  have  figned  their 
late  petition  to  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  the  reafon  of  which  may  fcem  to  be  this. 
That  poflibly  fome  of  thofe  who  made  (eparate 
entries  were  not  willing  to  put  themfelves  upon  a 
level  with  the  reft ;  but  the  reft  being  (it  feems) 
refolved  to  keep  up  their  compleat  number,  got 
others  to  lift  themfelves  as  gentlemen-volunteers, 
though  they  made  no  entries  at  all,  as  may  be  feen 
by  comparing  their  names  with  the  Cuftom-houfe 
books. 

Then,  as  to  the  Remarker's  fuggefting  that  the 
company  comes  a-begging  to  have  their  ne^h- 
bours  thrown  out  of  their  employment,  that  they 
may  let  up  again  in  their  room,  certainly  either  he 
forgets  himfdf  extremely,  or  he  muft  think  that 
all  his  readers  have  very  treacherous  memories,  not 
to  remember  that,  about  20  years  ago,  there  was 
not  fo  much  as  one  feparate  trader  to  Africa,  from 
any  part  of  her  Majefty's  dominions,  but  all  the 
trade  to  Africa  was  then  commonly  underftood  to 
be  the  property,  as  well  as  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
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Royal  African  Company ;  nor  was  there  any  fepa* 
rare  trader  to  Africa  licenfed  ever  ^by  ad  of  par- 
liament, before  the  year  1697  :  and  yet  this  Re- 
marker  writes  with  fuch  an  air,  as  if  the  company 
were  only  new  upftarts  and  violent  intruders  (for* 
footh)  upon  the  feparate  traders  rights  and  privi- 
leges, though,  at  the  fame  time,  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  the  company  have  been  the  fole 
recoverers,  founders  and  prclervers  of  that  trade 
to  this  nation,  and,  beyond  all  peradventure,  they, 
or  fome  fuch  other  company,  muft  be  fo  ftill,  if 
we  have  not  a  mind  to  make  a  compliment  of  it 
to  the  French  or  Dutch,  or  both.  But  I  find  a 
good  ftock  of  afliirance  is  a  very  prevailing  argu- 
ment m  our  age,  and  I  will  do  fo  much  juftice  to 
the  Remarker,  as  to  own,  that  he  is  not  in  danger 
of  turning  bankrupt  in  that  commodity. 

JR.  Indeed  the  calamities  of  this  war  have  borne 
very  hard  on  the  feparate  traders,  who  have  loft 
more  therein  than  the  company  traded  for  fince 
the  aft ;  and  though  they  loft  22  Ihips  and  car- 
goes out  of  the  trade  laft  year^  of  above  70,000  /• 
value,  yet  they  have  50  fail  of  fliips  now  employed 
in  this  trade. 

A.  Now,  with  the  Remarker's  good  leave,  I 
will  adventure  time  about,  to  make  fome  remarks 
on  this  paragraph  of  his. 

I.  Here  is  a  voluntary  acknowledgment,  in  the 
firft  place,  that,  fince  the  beginning  of  this  war, 
the  feparate  traders  have  loft  more  therein  than 
the  company  have  traded  for  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  aft.  This  looks  fomewhat  like  frank 
dealing,  and  therefore,  that  I  may  not  feem  to 
crofe  him  in  all  his  pofitions,  I  freely  own  that  I 
think  it  one  of  the  greateft  truths  in  his  whole 
book ;  yet,  that  we  may  not,  between  us,  leave 
the  rea(&r  in  the  dark,  as  to  what  this  great  lofs 
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may  juftly  be  fuppofed  to  amount  to,  I  intend  to 
give  a  particular  view  thereof,  when  I  come  to 
confider  the  Remarker's  computations,  as  to  ex- 
ports and  imports,  and  do  aflure  the  reader,  in 
the  mean  time,  that  the  company's  whole  exports, 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  aft,  amounts  to 
about  305,000  /.  befide  intereft,  &c, 

2.  The  Remarket  is  pleafed  to  tell  us,  "  that 
the  feparate  traders  have  loft  22  Ihips  and  cargoes 
out  or  the  trade  laft  year."     I  have  no  great  mind 
to  difpute  the  verity  of  this  point  of  faft,  only  I 
obferve,  that  the  greateft  number  of  fhips  dif- 
patched  by  the  feparate  traders  from  the  port  of 
London  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  any  one  year, 
from  the  year  1703  to  the  year  1708,  was  29 
Ihips,  and  in  fome  of  thefe  years  not  above  18 
ftiips  at  moft;  from  the  Plantations  there  were 
none  in  all  thofe  years,  but  only  fix  fmall  velfels 
from  Jamaica,  and  four  fmall  veffels  from  An- 
tigua :  from  any  out-ports  in  England  there  were 
none,  but  fome  few  from  Briftol,  and  one  in  one 
year  from  Plymouth.     Now,   to  lofe  22  Ihips, 
with  their  cargoes,  to  the  value  of  above  70,000/. 
in  any  one  year,  out  of  fo  fmall  a  number  of  Ihips 
fent  out,  looks  to  me  as  if  ekber  the  faft  was  not 
*.ltogethertrue,  or,  if  true,  tnat  then  fome  people 
were  probably  at  their  repentance,  whatever  face 
they  may,  for  other  reafons,  think  fit  to  put  upon 
it  i  however,  in  fome  fenfe,  it  is  poflible  I  may  be 
miftaken,  and  the  Remarker  may  fometimes  inad- 
vertently happen  to  blab  out  a  truth  •,  yea,  I  have 
heard  it  faid  too,  that  fome  few  perfons  may  per- 
haps be  gainers  by  commiflion  and  commiffion- 
houfes  in  the  plantations,  &c.  when,  at  the  fame 
time,  thofe  chiefly  concerned  in  the  property  of 
the  Ihips  and  cargoes  (though  their  names  be  not 
mentioned  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  books)  may  have 
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too  w*""*  fuun  ID  icpcntuMt  cfCKxbcj  traded  ID 
Aina. 

3.  As  to  ^  die  icpante  tndcis  lofii^  above 
7c,oooiL  value  oik  ot  their  trade  laft  year,*  I  ob- 
krvc  that  their  greatcft  oqiorts  in  any  ooe  year, 
finer  Michaelinais  1704,  has  been  35^7^61  15  j. 
which  is  confidcrabfy  above  the  avenge  of  dxSs^ 
laft  throe  or  fou«'  years,  taking  them  akogethcr. 
And  DOW,  to  lofe  above  70,oooiL  out  of  the  afbie- 
laid  ium  of  SS-fjgSL  151.  fecms  ibmcwhat  fii^:u- 
lar  ;  but  the  Remarker  is  a  man  of  fingular  &ill 
in  numbers,  and  I  will  warrant  you  he  will  make 
k  out  'one  way  or  other,  with  ihips  and  all  into 
the  bargain,  and  write  at  the  bot^xn  of  die  ac- 
count, ^  Item,  ali  fpcot/*  And  yet  (which  is  the 
moft  fingular  part  of  all)  neither  he,  nor  any  of 
all  the  feparate  traders,  have  any  reafon  to  repent 
that  ever  they  traded  to  Africa. 

4.  As  to  the  Rcmarfcer*s  laying  that,  ^  Yet 
they  (the  icparatc  traders)  have  above  50  £ul  of 
Ihips  now  einpk)ycd  in  this  trade,"  it  is  maufcft 
by  the  Cuflom-houfe  entries,  that  (taking  one 
year  with  another)  thtie  have  not  been  above 
three-fifths  of  that  number  fent  out  to  Africa,  in 
any  one  year,  thefe  four  or  five  years  laftpaft. 

R.  And  as  to  the  abufes  this  writer  mentions 
to  have  been  conunittcd  by  private  traders  on  the 
natives,  the  prdent  fcparatc  traders  know  nothing 
thereof,  &c. 

A.  The  Remarker  rcfumes  this  accufation  againffc 
die  fcparatc  traders  very  imperfectly,  and  yet  the 
taintnds  of  his  defence  tacitly  implies  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  guilt.  But  dmt  more  feparate 
traders  than  one  hive  conmiitted  ^ery  grofs  s^buics, 
inconfiftent  with  the  common  rules  of  humanity, 
both  with  relation  to  the  conipany  and  the  natives 
oa  the  coafk  of  Africa,  may  be  evidently  fcen  by 
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innumerable  inftances  particularly  mentioned  in 
the  Second  Part  of  thefe  Reflexions. 

R.  What  means  this  man  by  his  ftory  of  the 
Dutch  cajolling  of  the  private  traders,  and  ufing 
them  civilly  ?  Becaufc  their  agents  and  faftors 
deny  them  water,  fire  at  their  boats,  imprifon 
their  fervants,  pirate  their  Ihips,  Is  he  dilpleafcd 
that  other  nations  do  not  do  fo  too  ? 

ji.  Here  the  Remarker  comes  on  again  with  his 
myfterious  queftions,  and  that  in  fuch  an  aukward 
and  perplexed  drcfs  that  no  man  living  can  under- 
ftand  his  meaning,  otherwife  than  by  guefling; 
for,  if  we  have  regard  to  common-fenfe,  the  or- 
dinary rules  of  grammar,  and  propriety  of  fpeech^ 
the  appellative  (their  agents  and  faftors)  muft  re- 
late either  to  the  Dutch  or  the  feparate  traders, 
becaufe  no  other  perfon  or  pcrfons  are  any  way 
mentioned  in  the  whole  feftion ;  yet;  if  we  may 
pretend  to  guefs  at  his  real  meaning  here,  by  his 
mumbling  and  grumbling  againft  the  Royal  Afri- 
can Company  elfewhere,  and  iince  the  natural 
meaning  of  his  own  words  does  not  fuit  with  his 
purpofe,  we  muft  underftand  his  meaning  to  be» 
that  the  agents  and  faftors  of  the  company  have 
done  thofe  grofs  things  here  mentioned,  and  would, 
under  the  cloak  of  that  fcandalous  and  groundlefs 
fuggeftion,  palliate  and  wave  the  confideration  of 
the  feparate  traders  tranfaftions  with  the  Dutch 
Company's  agents,  &c.  And  really  his  manner 
of  dealing,  2II  along,  with  the  book  which  he 
pretends  to  anfwer,  put5  me  in  mind  of  feeing  an 
afs  mumbling  thiftles,  and  of  the  gingerly  pains 
he  takes  in  guarding  againft  the  prickles,  while  he 
is  chewing  them. 
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R.  What  means  he  by  his  allegations,  that  the 
company  called  in  180,000/.  befides  their  money 
borrowed. 

yf.  I  meant  a  plain  and  evident  truth,  to  which 
the  Remarker  cannot,  with  his  good-will,  be  re 
conciled,  though  it  be  fully  and  dlftinftly  ex- 
prefled  in  the  9th  and  loth  pages  of  the  f'iritPart 
of  thefe  Reflexions  *  5  and  yet,  fuch  is  the  power 
of  truth,  that  inadvertently  he  does  as  good  as  own 
it  in  his  next  queftion. 

R.  Does  he  not  know  they  divided  that  fum, 
and  100,000/.  more  out  again  ?  Befides  all  they 
got  by  trade,  which  may  be  worth  while  for  their 
members  to  enquire  into. 

A.  The  Remarker  knows  (if  he  knows  any 
thing  at  all  of  the  matter)  that  what  he  fuggefts  by 
this  queftion  is  quite  contrary  to  his  own  know- 
ledge j  for  by  the  company's  books  (an  extraft 
whereof  was^  given  in  to  the  lords  commiflioners 
for  trade)  it  appears  manifeftly,  that  all  the  divi- 
dends made  by  the  company,  ever  fince  the  trade 
was  laid  open  by  the  adt  of  parliament,  1697, 
amounts  to  no  more  than  61,130/.  in  the  whole, 
fo  that,  dedufting  the  common  intereft  from  the 
refpeftive  times  of  their  having  contributed  their 
feveral  proportions  of  the  aiorefaid  180,000/. 
they  are  ftill  (according  to  the  agreements  made  in 
the  general  courts  of  adventurers)  140,201/.  12s.  gJ. 
out  of  pocket,  of  the  faid  advanced  fum  •,  and  in- 
deed thefe  dividends  were  only  in  the  nature  of 
premiums  for  contributing  much  larger  fums,  for 
the  prefervation  and  maintenance  of  the  company's 
forts  and  fettlements,  and  for  keeping  up  the  face 
of  a  regular  trade,  till  they  colild  have  an  oppor- 

timity 
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tunity  of  laying  their  grievances  before  the  Parlia- 
ment. 

R.  Why  don't  he  mention  what  dividends  the 
company  made  by  Bottomree-bonds,  which  funk 
what  flock  they  had  that  was  tied  by  parliament 
for  the  well  maintaining  their  forts  ? 

j4.  The  malicious,  though  empty  and  infipid 
groundlefs  infinuations  of  this  and  the  immediate 
preceding  queftions,  would  tempt  the  patience  of 
Job  to  make  fome  untoward  reply  ;  but  the  truth 
is,  it  would  be  a  betraying  one's  own  weaknefs,  to 
fliew  any  real  concern  at  any  thing  that  can  drop 
from  this  Remarker's  licentious  and  trifling  pen, 
for  as  he  has  neither  reafon  nor  argument  on  his 
fide,  fo  his  defign  is  only  to  amufe,  and  not  to  be 
underllood ;  and  pofTibly  he  knows,  that  to  write 
fo  as  not  to  be  underftood,  is  one  fure  way  of  be- 
ing admired  by  thofe  of  his  own  rank  and  degree 
in  letters.  Yet  I  cannot  forbear  calling  to  mind 
here,  and  applying  too  on  the  Remarker's  parr, 
the  common  laying,  "  That  a  fool  may  alk  more 
queftions  in  one  day  than  a  wile  man  can  anfwer 
in  feven  years.'*  However,  as  his  queftions  im- 
port nothing  that  is  cither  puzzling  or  material, 
but  only  the  vexation  of  throwing  away  fo  much 
time  on  fuch  a  worthlefs  piece  of  work  as  that 
which  he  is  pleafed  to  call  *'  Remarks,  &c."  I 
think  myfelf,  in  fome  meafure,  obliged  to  expofc 
the  weaknefs  and  futility  of  his  reafoning,  left  that, 
peradventure,  fome  unwary  readers  may  be  caught 
and  enfnared  by  the  unparalelled  confidence  of  hia 
aflertions,  and  furprizing  invidioufnefs  of  his  poi- 
fonous,  though  groundlefs  infinuations. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  Royal  African 
Company's  charter  in  1672,  all  the  premio's  for 
money  borrowed  by  them  upon  Bottomree-bonds, 
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to  this  hour»  amounts  to  no  more  than  43,000 /« 
at  mod ;  nor  was  there  ever  fo  much  as  one  {hil- 
ling of  that  money  borrowed,  nor  Bottomree-bonds 
granted  for  the  fame,  without  the  fpecial  allow- 
ance, approbation  and  advice  of  the  general  courts 
of  adventurers,  from  time  to  time,  and  that  too 
upon  very  pinching  and  extraordinary  occafions, 
and  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceflity,  for.  fupporting 
and  maintaining  their  forts  and  fettlements,  and 
for  preferving  the  fame,  together  with,  their  trade, 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  Dutch, 
or  other  competitors,  till  fome  favourable  oppor- 
tunity fhould  offer  for  obtaining  effeftual  relief 
and  Uipport  from  the  wifdom  of  the  parliament  5 
and  indeed,  upon  the  whole  matter,  it  will  be 
made  evident,  to  a  demonftratlon,  that,  inftead  of 
making  any  dividends  out  of  their  calumnioufly 
alledged  profits,  other  than  the  61,130/.  formerly 
mentioned,  not  only  the  company,  but  even  the 
feparate  traders  themfelves  jointly  confidered, 
have  loft  at  leaft  60/.  ger  cent,  of  all  that  they 
have  traded  for  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
adt.  But  to  fuggeft  that  what  the  company  ex- 
pended in  purchafing,  building,  maintaining  and 
repairing  their  forts  and  fettlements,  &c.  and  what 
they  too  vifibly  loft  in  the  trade,  fince  the  Revo- 
lution, was  funk  and  divided  among  themfelves  at 
home,  he  might,  with  as  much  fincerity^  have 
alledged  that  the  70,000/.  value,  which  (he  fays) 
the  feparate  traders  loft  the  laft  year  at  fca,  came 
all  to  the  company's  hands,  and  that  they  divided 
the  fame  among  themfelves  (according  to  his  own 
phrafe)  in  Exchange-alley.  But,  upon  this  and 
many  other  occafions,  the  company  may  very 
juftly  declaim  with  Quintilian,  thus,  **  Quo  pc* 
netrat  livor  improbus  i  " 

S  R.  But 
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R.  But  as  in  every  paragraph,  for  many  pages, 
there  are  either  falfe  quotations  or  falfe  reprefcnta^ 
tions  of  matter  of  faft,  fo  he  fays  the  natives  ad- 
vance the  price  of  Negroes,  and  depreciate  our 
Britifh  manufa(5tures. 

A.  Certainly  the  Remarker  could  never  have 
raved  thus  of  falfe  quotations  and  falfe  reprefen- 
tations  of  matter  of  fad:,  if  he  had  not  fuppofed 
that  his  readers  were  not  at  all  to  trouble  their 
heads  about  the  truth  or  untruth  of  what  was 
faid,  or  the  reafonablenefs  of  any  argument  urged 
on  either  fide,  but  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the 
caufe  meerly  by  his  Billingfgate  reafoning ;  and 
therefore,  being  refolved  to  cry  out  **  Whore'* 
firft,  Ihews  his  talent  that  way  in  a  very  extraordi- 
nary manner.  What  thefe  allcdged  falfe  quota- 
tions have  been,  he  will  (no  doubt)  let  us  know  in 
the  next  edition  of  his  Remarks,  with  additions 
and  amendments,  &c.  But  as  to  his  alledged  falfe 
reprefentations  of  matter  of  faft,  he  has  an  in- 
ftance  of  that  ready  at  hand,  viz.  "  The  natives 
advance  the  prices  of  Negroes,  and  depreciate  the 
Britilh  manufaftures,'*  which  he  wifely  endeavours 
to  (kin  over  with  the  vain  fubterfugcs  of  his  iPs, 
abatings,  and  unlefs*s.  But  as  the  demonllrable 
verity  of  that  faft  has  been  already  imanfwerably 
proved  in  the  Firft  and  Second  Parts  of  thefe 
Reflcftions,  and  likewil'e  before  a  committee  of 
the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  is  needlefs 
to  refume  the  particulars  here  again ;  however,  it 
may  ferve  as  a  farther  inftance  of  the  Remarker's 
ingenuity,  and  of  my  happinefs  in  being  engaged 
with  fo  fair  a  difputant,  and  fo  generous  an  adver- 
fary. 

R.  Then  fays  he,  "  The  evil  confequences  do 
"  not  ftop  here,  becaufe  the  merchant  impofes 
**  the  Negroes  on  the  planters  at  his  own  extra- 
**  vagant  price,  and  then  the  planter  puts  a  pro- 

VoL.  V.  U  "  pordonablc 
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••  pordonable  price  on  the  plantation  commodi- 
**  ties/'  In  anfwer  to  which,  the  truth  of  this 
faft  is  juft  the  reverie  of  his  aflertion  ;  for  let  the 
feparate  trader  pay  what  he  will  on  the  coaft  for 
Negroes,  when  he  comes  to  America  it  daily  hap- 
pens, that  many  Negro-lhips  coming  at  a  time 
gluts  the  market,  by  reafon  of  the  numbers  of 
Negroes  imported,  and  the  many  fellers  whole 
hands  they  fall  into  j  fo  that  it  often  happens  that 
Negroes  have  been,  even  this  war,  fold  for  the 
fame  prices  they  coft ;  and  let  plantation  commo- 
dities be  bought  at  what  price  they  will,  they  are 
often  fold  at  home  for  two-thirds  of  the  coft,  ac- 
cording to  the  demand  for  them,  and  according  to 
the  number  of  fellers.  And  the  cafe  is  very  plain, 
for  if  30  or  40  perfons  come  to  market  with  the 
fame  commodity,  a  man  may  pick  and  chufe. 

yf.  How  faithfully  the  Remarker  refumes  my 
part  of  this  paragraph,  and  how  far  it  is  confiftent 
with  truth,  may  be  beft  feen  by  comparing  it 
with  the  loth  page  of  the  original  *•  But  thus 
far  I  will  agree  with  him,  that  "  many  Negro- 
lhips  coming  at  a  time  gluts  the  market ;"  that, 
as  matters  are  managed  now,  ^^  the  plantation 
commodities  are  often  fold  at  two-thirds  of  the 
coft  (and  frequently,  all  charges  borne,  yields  not 
the  one-half)  according  to  the  demand  for  them, 
and  according  to  the  number  of  fellers  ;"  and  that 
(as  he  fays)  "  the  cafe  is  very  plain,  for  if  30  or 
40  perfons  come  to  market  with  the  fame  commo- 
dity, a  man  may  pick  and  chufe."  Now,  if  the 
Remarker  will  but  condefcend  to  change  the  fcene 
a  little  from  the  plantations  to  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  allow  that  the  fame  things  are  in  a  much  more 
lively  manner  afted  there  (as  de  fafto  they  are, 
whether  he  pleafe  to  allow  the  fame  or  not)  it  is  not 
impoflible  but  that  we  may  come  to  compromife 

matters 

*  Vide  page  94  and  95  of  this  volume. 
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matters,  and  that  (after  this  fit  of  fcolding  is  over) 
the  feparate  traders  may  find  it  their  intereft  to 
agree  to  thofe  meafures  propofed  by  the  company, 
for  the  prefervation  and  improvement  of  the  Britifh 
intereft  in  Africa. 

R.  But  if  fuch  commodity  were  in  the  hands  of 
but  one  feller  for  a  monopolizing  fociety,  he  would 
have  his  own  price  for  Negroes  abroad,  and  the 
company  would  have  their  own  price  for  fugars  at 
home.  Such  is  the  fame  cafe  this  hour  in  refpeft 
to  coffee,  which,  at  the  place  of  irs  growth,  is 
bought  under  6i.  a  pound,  and  yet,  by  means  of 
its  being  but  in  one  hand,  is  fold  from  16  to  20  s. 
a  pound. 

ji.  From  faying  fomething  like  fenfe,  in  the 
former  part  of  this  feftion,  the  Remarker  de- 
fcends  again  to  his  old  ftrain  of  comparing  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  with  the  fcveral  ftiops  between 
Aldgate  and  Temple-bar:  but  the  company's 
cafe  (all  dif&rent  circumftances  being  confidered) 
having  no  manner  of  relation  to  ttis  bull  of  a 
comparifon  about  coffee,  I  refer  it  to  Mr.  Bull  on 
Ludgate-hill  to  anfwer  it. 

Hitherto  I  have  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the 
Remarker,  and  (as  I  humbly  apprehend)  fuf- 
ficiently  confuted  him,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 
without  pretermitting  any  one  feftion  from  the 
very  beginning  •,  nor  do  I  know  that  I  have  mif- 
recited  him  in  fo  much  as  one  fingle  word.  But 
really  I  am  heartily  wearied  of  digging  up  fuch  a 
heap  of  rubbifli  as  he  has  huddled  together,  under 
the  title  of  ^  Remarks,  &c.''  without  any  regard 
to  method  or  order ;  and  therefore,  to  render  the 
fubfcquent  confufed  jargon,  which  he  fputters  out 
about  numbers,  computations,  extrafts,  tables, 
exports  and  imports,  the  more  intelligible  to  the 
reader,   I  intend  to  explain  the  whole,   together 

U2  with 
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with  the  many  grofs  fallacies  therein  contained, 
under  fome  certain  general  heads. 

I.  It  is  to  be  oblerved,  that,  in  all  his  compu- 
tations of  the  fcparate  traders  exports,  he  includes 
all  the  10  per  cent,  duty  paid  to  the  company  both 
for  exports  and  imports ;  and  the  accumulative 
amount  of  the  faid  10  per  cent,  duty  being  the 
rule  by  which  he  calculates  the  total  of  their  ex- 
ports, it  follows,  as  a  neceffary  confequence,  that 
10,000/.  muft  be  dedufted  of  his  eftimate  of  their 
laid  exports,  for  every  1000/.  duty  which  they 
paid  upon  imports. 

II.  In  the  6th  page  of  his  Remarks  already  re- 
cited, he  makes  a  topping  flourilh,  that  160,000/. 
value  per  ann.  was  exported  for  two  years  in  peace, 
and  near  70,000/.  value  per  ann.  fince  the  war. 
But  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  to  fwell  up 
thefe  great  fums,  the  company's  exports  are  alio 
included,  together  with  the  lo  per  cent  likewife. 

III.  He  makes  a  mighty  buftle,  in  his  loth 
page,  to  fwell  up  the  feparate  traders  exports,  in 
manner  aforefaid,  to  be  near  125,000/.  value  per 
ann.  in  time  of  peace,  and  yet,  in  the  fubfequcnt 
nth  and  13th  pages,  he  is  forced  to  explain  him- 
felf  to  this  purpofe  -,  That  their  exports  for  three 
years  of  peace,  the  greateft  that  ever  they  made 
(and  in  all  probability  greater  than  they  are  like 
to  make  ever  again)  was  only  ^8,240/.  and  in 
ditto  page  13,  computing  as  atbrefaid,  all  that 
he  pretends  the  value  of  their  annual  exports  to 
be  per  ann.  in  an  average,  after  September  1701, 
is  only  40,430/.  But  before  we  have  done,  it  is 
not  impoflible  but  that  he  may  be  brought  to 
acknowledge,  that  the  computation  of  their  cx-» 
ports,  mentioned  in  the  13th  page  of  the  Firft 
Part    of    thefe    Refleftions  *,     was    reafonably 

grounded  ^ 

•  Vide  page  lOO  of  this  volume. 


the  African  Trade.       293 

grounded ;  for  the  account  I  had  of  it,  by  ex- 
trafts  of  the  feparate  traders  oaths  and  entries^ 
in  the  Cuftom-houfcs  of  London,  Briftol,  and 
other  out-ports  of  England,  for  fix  years  together, 
commencing  at  Michaelmas  1701,  was  as  fol- 
loweth,  viz. 

From  igxh  Sept.  1701,  to  29th  Sept.  1702 — 37875  18     6 

29th  ditto  17029  to  29th  ditto  1703 — 441 15  12     3 

29th  ditto  1703,  to  29th  ditto  1704 — 26527  711 

29th  ditto  1 704,  to  29th  ditto  1705 — 30651  7     6 

29th  ditto  1705,  to  29th  ditto  1706  >- 32 144  19     6 

29th  ditto  1700,  to  29th  ditto  1707  —  31986  lb     8 

The  afbrefaid  fix  years  exports  amounts  to    203302     2     4 
which,  in  an  average,  is  33,883/.  13^.  8^.  per  ann. 

IV.  Here  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  as  the 
feparate  traders  do  labour,  by  all  th^  means  ima- 
ginable, to  put  the  iffue  of  all  points  now  in  de- 
bate, with  relation  to  the  conftitution  and  fettle- 
ment  of  the  trade  to  Africa,  upon  the  pretended 
merits  of  their  exports,  and  alledged  importation 
of  Negroes  to  the  Plantations,  as  if  nothing  elfe 
were  to  be  confidered  in  that  matter,  fo  nothing 
fcems  to  touch  them  fo  nearly  as  any  pointed  ar- 
gument that  tends  to  the  leffening  of  either  the 
one  or  the  other,  though  it  be  moll  evident  that 
they  do  magnify  boch  very  much. 

It  is  pleafant  to  lee  the  Remarkcr,  in  his  12th 
page,  fputter  out  a  deal  of  fume  and  anger,  for 
my  havmg  made  their  real  exports  the  ftandard  of 
computing  the  real  number  of  Negroes  which 
they  could  have  purchafed  at  the  price  current  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  for  having  ftated  a  certain 
clear  dilemma  in  the  faid  1 3th  page,  that  either 
their  exports  were  no  more  than  what  I  faid  they 
were,  or  that  they  perjured  themfelves  in  making 
their  entries,  to  cheat  the  company  of  their  10  per 
cent,  duty,  which  (it  feems)  nettles  them  ex- 
tremely, and  wants  a  categorical  anfwer  to  this 
U  3  hour; 
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hour  J  but  he  endeavours  to  ftiift  it,  by  faying 
exprcfsly,  in  his  ditto  page  12,  R.  That  the 
loading  of  the  feparate  traders  negro-fhips  are  not 
computed  from  the  value  of  the  cargoes  they  carry 
out  (as  the  Reflefter  wrongfully  infinuates)  but  at 
250  Negroes,  one  with  another,  which  is  but  the 
loading  of  a  veflel  of  120  tons,  or  thereabout, 
and  is  fo  mentioned  in  the  report  to  the  Queen. 

A.  The  fallacioulhefs  of  this  method  of  com- 
puting the  numbers  of  Negroes  imported  to  the 
plantations,  by  the  numbers  of  fhips  fent  out  to 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  is  very  clearly  demonftrated 
in  the  13th  and  14th  pages  of  the  Firft  Part  of 
thefe  Refleftions  *;  however,  for  the  reader's  far- 
ther fatisfaftion,  I  will  (with  the  Remarker*s  good 
leave)  add  the  few  following  confiderations. 
I  ft.  We  are  not  as  yet  fully  agreed  upon  the  cer- 
tain number  of  fhips  fent  out.  2dly,  Allowing 
the  alledged  number  of  fhips  fent  out  to  be  true, 
yet  it  is  manifcft  that  many  of  them  came  off  the 
coaft  with  not  above  half  their  complements  of 
flaves.  gdly.  Allowing  they  had  all  their  full 
complements  of  flaves,  I  have  heard  no  fubftantial 
reafon  given,  why  they  fhould  be  computed  at 
250  Negroes  per  fhip,  when  it  is  known  that 
many  of  thefe  fhips  were  but  very  fmall  floops. 
4thly,  Allowing  that  computation  to  be  juft,  the 
Remarker  owns,  that,  of  thofe  fhips  fent  out  by 
the  feparate  traders  fince  the  commencement  of 
this  war,  near  100  fail  have  mifcarricd  outward- 
bound  :  All  which  makes  it  evident,  that  any 
computation  that  can  be  made  of  Negroes  im- 
ported to  the  plantations,  merely  upon  the  foot  of 
the  numbers  of  fhips  fent  out  to  Africa,  muft  be 
as  good  as  no  computation  at  all.  And  5thly, 
Since  the  Remarker  is  fo  ready  at  folving  dilem- 
ma's, 
•  Vidcpag.  loi,  102,  103  and  104,  of  this  volume. 
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ma's^  I  will  give  him  an  opportunity  of  cxercifing 
his  talent  with  one  more. 

Either  the  feparate  traders  have  beeri  guilty  of 
perjury,  in  making  the  entries  of  their  exports  at 
the  Cuftom-houfe  Ihort  of  what  they  really  were, 
or  they  have  been  guilty  of  robbery,  theft  or  man- 
ftealing  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  have  perhaps 
been  guilty  both  ways,  otherwife  they  have  not 
imported  fuch  numbers  of  Negroes  to  the  planta- 
tions as  they  alledge  they  have ;  which  I  prove 
thus : 

It  b  already  ihewn  that  their  exports,  in  an 
average,  fince  Michaelmas  1701,  amounted  to  no 
more  than  3^^,883/.  13J.  %d.  per  ann.  and  upon 
that  foot  I  have,  in  the  14th  page  bf  the  Firft  Part 
of  thefe  Refleftions  *,  made  a  computation,  tliat 
4235  Negroes  was  the  greateft  number  that  was 
poffible  for  them  to  have  purchafed  with  that 
fum,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  at  8/.  per  head,  even 
fuppofing  they  had  no  manner  of  lofs  or  difappoint- 
ment,  nor  beftowed  any  part  of  it  otherways, 
though  the  contrary  be  evident;  yet,  fince  they 
are  very  angry  at  that  computation,  without 
having  confuted  it,  by  any  direft  anfwer,  to  this 
hour,  I  will  gratify  the  Remarker  fo  far  as  to  fup- 
pofe  farther,  that  the  feparate  traders  whole  ex- 
ports, in  an  average,  fince  Michaelmas  1701,  has, 
according  to  his  own  lumping  computation  in  his 
13th  page,  amounted  to  40,430/.  per  ann.  Now 
I  will  fuppofe  that  (without  making  any  abatement 
for  lofles,  difappointments,  gold,  elephants  teeth, 
red-wood,  provifions  for  Negroes,  or  the  like) 
they  have  invefted  all  that  fum  of  40,430/.  in  Ne- 
groes, at  8  /.  per  head  (though  it  be  certain  they 
coft  more)  yet  they  could  not  honeftly  have  pur- 
chafed with  that  fum  any  more  than  5053  Negroes 
at  moft.  I  will  fuppofe  likewife,  that  (without 
U  4  making 

•  Vide  page  102  of  this  volume. 
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making  any  abatement  for  mortality,  ilorms,  or 
the  accidents  of  war)  they  have  delivered  that 
compleat  number  yearly  into  the  plantations ;  and 
if  they  pretend  to  have  delivered  any  more,  I  mull 
beg  the  Remarker's  leave  to  afk  fome  few  qucf- 
tions,  time  about,  ift.  Pray  how  came  they  by 
them  ?  were  they  all  Negro  volunteers  ?  No,  I 
reckon  that  will  not  be  pretended.  2dly,  How 
came  the  feparate  traders  by  all  the  cam-wood, 
elephants  teeth  and  gold  imported  by  them,  when 
all  the  aforefaid  fum  was  previouily  inverted  in 
Negroes  ?  did  they  get  all  thefe  in  prefents  from 
the  natives  ?  No  fure  •,  for  I  have  heard  that  the 
natives  were  always  readier  to  take  than  give  pre- 
fents. 3dly,  What  might  be  the  value  of  all  the 
cargoes  of  the  100  fail  of  fhips  which,  he  fays, 
they  loft  outward-bound,  fince  the  commencement 
of  this  war,  fince,  in  his  7th  page,  he  eftimates 
22  of  them  (including  the  Ihips  in  which  they 
were)  at  70,000  /.  value  i  4thly,  Were  all  thefe 
cargoes  fairly  entered  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  ?  and 
was  the  10  per  cent,  duty  paid  for  the  fame  ?  Or 
5thly,  Did  they  fend  out  Ihips  without  any  car- 
goes, to  truft  to  Providence  and  the  (kill  of  their 
conunanders  for  getting  Negroes,  &c.  by  fecret 
ways  and  means  ?  6thly,  Will  he  refer  me  to  the 
amount  of  the  10  per  cent,  duty  which  was  paid, 
or  to  the  lords  commiflioners  report,  for  categori- 
cal anfwers  to  all  thefe  queries,  arifmg  very  natu- 
rally from  the  premiffes  ?  No,  tliat  is  coming  clofe 
to  the  point.  And  therefore,  till  the  Rcmarker, 
or  his  confederates,  think  fit  to  anfwer  dircftly  to 
the  aforefaid  queries  (as  I  have  done  to  his  much 
more  from-the-purpofe  ones)  I  will  defire  to  be 
cxcufed,  if  I  continue  in  the  belief  (though,  at 
firft  view,  it  may  fcem  fomewhat  uncharitable) 
that  the  feparate  traders  have  ei  her  perjured 
thcmfelves  at  the  Cuftom-houfe,  or  been  guilty  of 

rob- 


^>&^  African  Trade.       297 

robbery,  theft  or  kidnapping  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  or  endeavoured  to  impofe  upon  the  nation 
by  imaginary  numbers  of  Negroes  alledged  by 
them  to  have  been  imported  to  the  plantations ; 
yea,  and  if  it  be  confidertd  that  fome,  who  fwore 
to  the  entries  of  very  confiderable  exports  for  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  could  (upon  other  occafions,  in 
order  to  get  extravagant  draw-backs  from  the  go- 
vernment) fwear  that  bales  of  canvas  were  bales  of 
muflin  -,  and  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  contents 
of  the  Second  Part  of  thele  Refleftions  (which  I 
have  not  as  yet  heard  contradifted)  and  confider- 
ing  likcwife  their  method  of  computing  the  num- 
bers of  Negroes  imported  to  the  plantations  by 
the  numbers  of  Ihips  fent  out  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  it  may  (without  exceeding  the  bounds  of 
charity)  be  ftircwdly  fufpefted  that,  at  leaft,.  fome 
or  other  of  the  feparate  traders  have  been  guilty  of 
all  the  three  branches  of  the  aforefaid  dilemma, 
Thefe  points  of  faft  are  all  very  plainly  ftated  ; 
and  if  the  Remarker,  or  any  of  his  confederates, 
can  fairly  extricate  them  out  of  this  labyrinth  of  a 
dilemma,  without  mincing  matters  by  his  ufual 
little  quibbling  Ihifts  and  evafions,  I  will  very 
frankly  fuccumb,  and  own  that  he  ought  to  be 
carried  off  the  field  in  triumph. 

I  thought  to  have  made  an  end  here,  as  to  this 
difpute  about  his  pretended  numbers  of  Negrocs  ; 
but  recoliefting  my  memory,  that,  in  his  14th 
page,  he  charges  me  with  no  lefs  than  forgery,  in 
thefe  exprefs  words,  "  As  to  the  certificate  he 
mentions  of  the  numbers  of  Negroes  imported  by 
the  feparate  traders  into  Barbadoes,  for  feven  years 
time,  it  muft  be  either  made  by  himfclf,  or  a  falfe 
quotation  &c."  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  obviate 
that  fcandalous  imputation,  with  the  reft  of  his 
civil  compliments  that  way,  by  fubjoining  an 
3  exadt 
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cxaft  copy  of  the  certificate  itfelf,  and  is  verbatim 
as  followeth : 


BARBADOES. 

A  List  of  what  veffels  arrived  here  from  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  alfo  an  account  of  what  Ne- 
groes were  imported  in  them,  from  Jan.  2,  1 702, 
to  Aug.  10,  1708. 

When  entcr'd.        V^effcls  names.        Mafters  names.  No.of  Negr, 

1702  Jan.    2.  Betty,  William  Meain,    97 
Feb.  13.  Mary,  Edwin  Carter,    295 

1703  Mar.  31.  Edward  and  Francis,  Cha.Lau^home,  152  Co. 
Oft.  28.  Betty,  John  Luke,         161 
Nov.  10.  John's  Adventure,      TJio.  Matthews,  150 

11.  Royal  Africa,  Tho.  Mackley,  458  Co. 
Jan.   6.  Betty,  JohnFoftcr,        202 

24.  Edward  and  Francis,  Tho.  Mildrum,  145  Co. 

27.  Mary,  Will.  Codncr,     260 

Mar.    6.  Daverfe  Galley,  John  Maxwel,    288  Co. 

1 704  April  5.  Dotton  Galley,  John  Cox,  150 

8.  Tryal,  Jofias  Appleby,  140 

18.  Dolphin,  Tho.Beclwavcr,  170 

Lyon  and  Lamb,  Joieph  Green,     3*78  Co. 

May  23.  Champion,  Rob.Penington,  160 

July  10.  William  &  Elizabeth,  Rich.  Hamlin,  482 

Oft.    4.  Rebecca,  Tho.  Matthews,  150 

12.  Queen,  Tho.  Meale,       240 
Nov.    9.  Amiable,  James  Porter,      290 
Dec.  29.  Mary,  Will.Codner,     218 
Jan.   16.  Eagle,  Tho.  Bound,      534  Co. 
Mar.    8.  Warner,  Philip  Bennet,     131 

1705  29.  Larke,  Matt.  Harman,  176  Co. 
April  2.  Edwyn  and  Jofeph,  Edw.  Collings,     88 

30.  Littleton  Galley,  John  Lowther,  304 

June  29.  Ann  Galley,  William  Nunn,  90 

July     3.  Content,  Steph.  Patrick,  96 

27.  Mappan,  Bern.  Clapcott,  318 

Nov.    3.  Edwyn  and  Jofeph,  Edw.  Collings,  90 

Dec.  15.  Mary,  John  Fran  kling,  234 

}an.  16.  Conltant  Alice,  John  Hunt,  134 

carried  over         *—      6841 

When 
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When  cntcr'd.        Veflels  names.         Mailers  names.  No.  of  Negr 

brought  over      —       6841 

1705  Feb.  18.  Eagle,  Tho.  Bound,      521  Co. 
April  5.  Content,                      Jofeph  Thome,  143  Co* 

12.  Rebecca,  Tho.  Matthews,  156 

13.  Prodigal  Son,  HughMofely,  194  Co. 
June  18.  Fame,  Will.  Browne,  640  Co. 
July     4.  Samuel  &  Elizabeth,  Rich.  Hamlin,    382 

8.  Edwin  and  Jofeph,  Edw.  Collings,  92 

Sept.  19.  Larke  Galley,  Ifaac  Barber,  133 

Od.  12.  Amiable,  James  Porter,  336 

1706  Nov.  20.  Bridgewater  Frigate,  Will.  Cooke,  1 16  Co. 
Jan.  25.  Royd  Confort,  James  Crifpin,  458  Co. 

27.  Mary,  John Frankling,  226 

1707  May  12.  Efcape,  Jofeph  Appleby,  121 
Aug.  15.  Larke  Galley,             Ifaac  Barber,         93 
Nov.  18.  Sherborough Frigate,  William  Gill,       75  Co. 
Mar.    6.  Katharine,  Lamb.  Peachey,  476  Co. 

1708  29.  Dorothy,  Thomas  Alhby,  123  Co. 
April  19.  Hawke,  Rich.  Thomas,  130 

1 1 256 

Barbadoes.  nr^HESE  are  to  certify,  That  the 
X  foregoing  is  a  true  lift  of  what 
veffels  arrived  here  from  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  alfo 
an  account  of  what  Negroes  were  imported  in 
them,  from  the  fecond  day  of  January  1 702,  to 
the  tenth  day  of  Auguft  1708,  according  to  en- 
tries made  in  the  Naval-OfEce  of  this  ifland. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  of  the  Naval- 
OfEce,  this  tenth  of  Auguft  1708,  in  the  feventh 
year  of  her  Majcfty's  reign,  &c. 

To  whom  it  fhall  or  SAM.  COX, 

may  concern.  Naval-Officer. 

Here  is  a  very  particular  and  diftinft  certificate, 

printed  off  the  very  original,  which  (if  needful)  is 

to  be  produced  before  the  honourable  Houfc  of 

Commons,  and  the  Remarker,  with  all  his  confe- 

3  derates. 
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derates,  are  hereby  challenged  to  produce  a  better 
or  more  appofite  voucher,  if  they  can. 

It  is  evident,  by  the  aforefaid  certificate,  that, 
inftead  of  the  feparate  traders  boafted  allotment  of 
4000  Negroes  per  ann.  for  Barbadoes  (which,  in 
fevcn  years  time,  would  have  amounted  to  28,000 
Negroes)  they  have,  in  near  about  feven  years 
time  (after  dedufting  the  company's  importations, 
mentioned  likewife  in  the  fame  certificate)  imported 
only  6454  Negroes  to  that  ifland  •,  and,  as  a  far- 
ther proof  of  the  yearly  declenfion  of  their  boafted 
trade,  inftead  or  their  pretended  improvement 
thereof,  it  is  evident,  by  the  faid  certificate  like- 
wife,  that,  from  Aug.  10, 1707,  to  Aug.  10,  1708, 
they  imported  only  130  Negroes  to  Barbadoes, 
though  it  be  the  molt  confiderable  of  all  the  Ca- 
ribbee-Iflands. 

Then,  inftead  of  the  feparate  traders  allotment 
of  12,000  Negroes  per  ann.  for  Jamaica,  which, 
in  feven  years  time,  would  have  amounted  to 
84,000  Negroes,  it  will  appear,  by  the  very  ac- 
counts annexed  to  the  lords  commiflioncrs  report, 
that  (after  deducing  the  numbers  of  Negroes  im- 
ported thither  by  the  company,  which  are  accu- 
mulated in  thefe  accounts)  the  yearly  numbers 
imported  to  that  ifland  by  the  feparate  traders,  for 
fc*ven  years  laft  paft,  are  as  followeth : 


the  feparate  traders  im-     ^^^^     ^,.,»^^. 
ported  to  Jamaica.     <  ^774  ^Wcgrocs. 


which,  in  all,  makes  but  18,885  Negroes,  and  is, 
by  fome  thoufands,  ihort  of  the  fourth  part  of  the 
aforefaid  allotment  for  levcn  years. 

Then, 
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Then,  as  to  fuch  part  of  the  aforefaid  accounts 
as  relate  to  Antegoa,  the  Negroes  imported  in  two 
^f  the  company's  Ihips,  viz.  the  William  and 
Jane,  Thomas  Holland  commander,  and  the  Can- 
terbury, William  Read  commander,  are,  by 
miftake,  inferted  as  if  they  had  been  imported 
by  the  feparate  traders ;  fo  that,  after  dedufting 
the  numbers  of  Negroes  imported  thither  by  the 
company,  the  whole  th  .t  the  feparate  traders  im- 
ported to  Antegoa,  for  feven  years  laft  paft, 
amounts  to  no  more  than  1691  Negroes. 

Nor  do  I  find  that  the  feparate  traders  have 
imported  to  the  iQands  of  Nevis,  Montferrat,  and 
St.  Chriftopher*s,  above  the  number  of  1260  Ne- 
groes altogether,  thefe  feven  years  paft.  By  which 
the  reader  may  fee  how  near  the  feparate  traders 
have  come  to  their  boafted  allotment  of  4000 
Negroes  per  ann.  for  the  Leeward-Iflands,  which, 
in  the  aforefaid  feven  years  time,  would  have 
amounted  to  28,000  Negroes. 

But  the  Remarker  (Uke  all  other  quacks  and 
mountebanks ;  for  there  are  mountebank-fcrib- 
blers,  as  well  as  mountebank-doftors)  has  one  ge- 
neral anfwer  to  all  manner  of  fcruples  and  objec- 
tions, viz.  That  they  made  great  exports,  which 
produced  likewife  a  great  importation  of  Negroes, 
for  one  or  two  years  immediately  preceding  the 
laft  feven  years. 

In  reply  to  wliich,  the  Remarker  may  be  pleafed 
to  conuder  (if  he  confiders  any  thing  at  all)  that, 
as  his  having  extremely  magnified  the  feparate 
traders  exports  and  imports  for  the  aforefaid  two 
years,  is  already  demonftrated  in  the  immediate 
preceding  294th  and  following  pages,  fo  even  their 
real  exports  and  imports,  in  that  time,  were  occa- 
iioned  meerly  by  reafon  of  fome  hundreds  of  ig- 
norant perfons  failing  haftily  into  that  trade,  of 

which 


302  Reflections   on 

which  they  knew  as  little  (it  feems)  as  the  Re- 
marker  does,  for  they  as  haftily  gave  it  over  again  -, 
as  appears  by  their  numbcrc  tljen  (dated  in  page 
280)  compared  with  their  numbers  at  this  time. 

What  now  remains  of  this  worthy  Remarker*s 
performance  to  be  confidered,  is  that  moll  igno- 
rant and  fcandaloufly  fiftitious  account  which  he 
ftates  in  his  26th  and  27th  pajres,  and  malicioufly 
fubjoins,  that,  out  of  the  limi  of  293,730/.  (the 
company's  exports  from  the  commencement  of 
the  aft  till  Michaelmas  1707)  they  muft  have 
made  430,000/.  befide  the  charge  of  maintaining 
their  forts,  the  10  per  cent,  duty,  &c.  But  had 
he  underftood  any  thing  of  merchant-accounts, 
and  not  been  tranfported  with  fury  and  rage,  he 
would,  or  at  leaft  he  ought  to,  have  ftated  that 
account  thus : 

{^.  s.  d. 
The  company's  exports  —  —  293740  6  8 
The  parliament  duty  10  per  cent.  29374  o  8 
Premio  of  inlurance  (premio  and  "> 

rebate  included)  at  8  per  cent.  (      ^  ^  ^^_     ^     ^ 
J  \^       ^         .    >     54000     o     o 
m  peace,  and  16  gumeas  mf     ^^ 

war         —        —        —      J 

Intereft  for  20  months      —    —     377ii     810 

The  company's  fterling-account      414825  16     2 

The  returns,  as  per  the  Remarker's  folio  26. 

By  imports  of  wood  and  teeth,  &c.    52230  17  i 

By  5982  Negroes  fold  at Barbadoes  156425  7  6 

By   11778  ditto,   in  the  other  1        ^     .  ^  ^ 

plantations      —     —     —     3    ^^ 

By  2500  more  in  the  year  1708         65000  o  o 

By  his  computation  of  gold       —     50000  o  o 


Grojs  computed  returns  in  Eng-  j  g 

lilh  and  plantation-money       J       yy  ^    -r 


7 
Out 
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Out  of  which  the  following  charges  and  lofles  are 
to  be  dedufted,  to  make  it  fterling  and  faft. 

I.         5.    d. 
Infurancc,  freight  and  cuftom  on  1      2611^     8     6 

wood  and  teeth      —     —     J  ^ 

Freight  of  8500  Negroes,  at  5/.  7      .^  ^^^     ^ 

p^rhead T    -    1{     ^2500    o    o 

Ditto  of  14278,  at  1 1  /.  per  head     157058     o    o 
Captains  and  faftors  commiflion,  i        ^ 

14/.  percent.     —    —    —  j      73^74    o    o 
One-third  lofs  by  the  returns  of  i 

the  neat  produce  of  the  plan-  f      o  ^ 

tation-money,  as  per  the  Re-  r       "^747     2 

marker's  page  9.     —    —     j 
Over-charged  in  the  returns  of  7 

gold     t-     ~ }     30000    o    o 


The  whole  difcounts    —    — 414294  11  o 

Balance  to  the  fterling-account  215609  13  7 

629904    4  7 

The  fterling-account  is  debtor    414S25  16  2 

Ditto  creditor      —    —    —  215609  13  7 

So  loft  of  the  above  exports     1992 16     2  7 


It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  no  allowance  is  made 
in  this  account  for  bad  debts,  though  it  be  well 
known  that  the  company  have  loft  many  thou- 
fands  of  pounds  by  trufting  the  planters,  &c. 

It  would  be  almoft  an  endlefs  labour  to  enume- 
rate all  the  abfurdities  and  contradidtions  that  have 
dropt  from  this  Remarker's  pen. 

In 
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Id  his  6di  and  7th  ps^|cs,  he  makes  the  com* 
pany  to  be  mccr  bankrupts,  &c.  and  yet,  to  an- 
^rer  another  turn,  by  his  aforementionod  fiditious 
account,  pagp  26  and  27,  he  muft  have  the  com- 
pany to  have  made  very  confiderable  profits,  fince 
the  trade  has  been  laid  open.  And  pray  what  does 
he  mean  by  all  this  ?  A  very  pious  defign,  no 
cknibt !  to  fet  the  feveral  members  of  the  company 
together  by  the  ears,  to  the  end  that,  in  the  mean 
time  (as  the  laying  is)  a  third  dog  may  come  in 
and  run  away  with  the  bone,  about  which  they  are 
now  contending. 

It  is  too  melancholy  a  truth,  that,  inftead  of 
having  gained  by  the  trade,  the  company  have 
loft  very  great  fums  by  it  fince  the  fame  has  been 
laid  open,  as  may  evidendy  appear  by  this  account 
laft  ftated ;  and  it  can,  by  the  lame  rule,  be  clearly 
demonftrated,  that  the  feparate  traders,  joindy 
confidered,  have  likewiie  loft,  in  the  lame  manner, 
in  proportion  to  their  exports,  whatever  the  Re- 
marker  may,  for  indireA  ends,  alledge  to  the 
contrary,  meerly  to  enlhare  ignorant  people  to 
fall  under  the  conlequences  of  Ibme  particular 
perlbn's  commiflion-houles  in  the  planudons,  &c. 
whole  fraudulent  pra£dces  are  g^neroufly  and  ho- 
neftly  deteAed  by  one  of  the  moft  confiderable 
perfons  among  the  feparate  traders  themlelves,  in 
a  letter  to  a  Member  of  Parliament,  lately  printed, 
and  copies  thereof  delivered  at  the  door  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  the  other  day ;  yea,  the  wor- 
thy gendeman  who  wrote  that  letter  attended,  at 
the  lame  time,  to  have  juftified  the  contents 
thereof,  if  thought  needful,  before  the  Houle. 
Which  may  be  a  fufficient  precaudon  to  Ihop- 
keepers  and  others  not  to  be  hooked  in,  by  the 
mafters  of  fuch  commiflion-houles,  to  be  concerned 
with  them  or  others  in  private  or  feparate  adven- 
tures 
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turcs  to  the  coaft  of  Africa ;  and  is  likewife  a  further 
argument  for  fettling  that  valuable  trade  on  luch  a 
fixt  and  folid  conftitution  as  may  preferve  and  im- 
prove it,  by  one  uniform  management  and  publick 
adminiftration,  to  the  general  credit  and  advan- 
tage of  the  whole  kingdom  and  the  plantations 
thereunto  belonging,  as  well  as  to  the  particular 
advantage  of  every  individual  who  (hall  happen  to 
be  immediately  concerned  in  the  joint-floci:  now 
propofed. 

Then  laftly.  As  to  this  Remarker's  wife  projetfb 
of  a  regulated  open  trade  to  Africa,  I  refer  him 
and  all  his  profehrtes  to  the  five  laft  chapters  of 
the  Firft  Part  ot  thefe  Refledions  (to  which,  by 
the  by,  none  of  all  the  advocates  for  an  open 
trade  have  ever,  to  this  hour,  fo  much  as  at- 
tempted to  make  any  anfwer,  nor,  by  all  appear- 
ance, ever  will)  and  to  the  contents  of  the  fourth 
chapter  of  this  Third  Part  likewife,  by  which  the 
fincere  and  honeft  intentions  of  the  company  may 
be  feen  in  few  words. 


CHAP.     11. 

Some  conjiderations  on  the  tejlhnonies  end  evi^ 
dence  ghen  on  behalf  (f  the  Royal  African 
Company  and  feparate  traders  to  Africa  al^ 
ternatefyf  for  and  againji  each  other y  before 
a  committee  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com^ 
monSf  the  iSth  day  of  February,  and  2d 
and  gtb  days  of  March ,   1708-9. 

IT  is  an  old  faying,  "  Set  a  white  dog  and  a 
black  dog  together  by  the  ears,  in  a  dirty  ken- 
nel, it  is  odds  but  that  they  will  come  out  both 
Vol.  V.  X  alike. 
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alike,  black';**  and  truly  (all  drcumftaiiccs  confix 
dtrred;  the  allufion  cannot  be  tiioughtTtrj  impro- 
per here,  in  relation  to  the  prdcntdiiputc  between 
the  aibrel'aid  company  and  feparate  traders;  for 
iTinocence  itklf  cannot  pkad  exemption  from  beii^ 
reviled,  to  the  highcft  degree,  whenever  it  falls 
under  the  misfortune  of  being  engaged  in  a  debate 
with  peribns  of  invidious  tempers,  and  whofc  caufe 
cannot  be  fupported  but  by  recrimination,  ca- 
himny  and  flander,  and  whofc  chief  maxim  is^ 
**  calumniarc  auda^^  aliquid  adhrerebit.** 

Ihe  company,  finding  themfcivcs  extremely 
aggrieved  by  the  unaccountable  praftices  of  the 
l':parate  traders,  as  particularly  narrated  in  the 
lirll  and  Second  Parts  of  thefe  Refledtions,  ad- 
drciled  themfelves,  by  petition,  to  the  honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons,  for  relief,  and  being  accord- 
ingly heard,  on  the  i8th  day  of  February,  before 
a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  many  witncfles 
were  examined,  upon  the  fcveral  heads  of  the 
company's  petition,  and  all  of  them  agreeing  in 
proving  not  only  the  feveral  allegations  of  the  faiil 
petition,  very  diftinftly,  but  alio  many  of  the 
j^rols  abufes  charged  upon  the  fcparate  traders  in 
the  Second  Part  of  thefe  Reflections,  the  commit- 
tee feemed  to  be  fo  far  fatisfied,  that  it  was  thought 
ncedlefs  to  examine  the  other  witnefles,  whom  the 
company  had  then  prefent,  ready  to  prove  the 
fame  likewife :  So  a  day  was  appointed  for  hearing 
the  leparate  traders  upon  the  fame  heads. 

Then  the  feparate  traders  having  been  heard, 
before  the  fame  committee,  on  the  2d  day  of 
March,  were  (it  feems)  refolved  not  to  be  behind- 
hand with  the  company  in  point  of  accufation, 
and  therefore,  inftead  of  making  any  real  defence 
to  the  company's  charge,  made  furious  and  extra- 
vagant harangues  againft  the  company,  charging 

them 
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them  back  again  witli  no  lefs  crimes  (forfooth) 
than  high-treafon,  piracy  and  murder,  ^dly.  They 
valued  themfelves  extremely  upon  the  old  ftory  of 
their  magnified  exports  to  Africa,  and  importation 
of  Negroes  to  the  plantations,  gdly.  They  urged 
that  the  company's  forts  and  fettlemcnts  were  but 
mfignificant  houfes,  of  little  value.  4thly,  That 
the  company's  accounts  for  maintaining  the  fame 
^erc  extravagant.  And  5thly,  That  the  company 
were  making  improvements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
which  would  be  injurious  to  the  Weftern  Planta- 
tions. For  proof  of  all  which  they  produced  three 
fevcral  letters,  and  had  feveral  perlons  examined, 
whom  they  brought  along  with  them  as  witnefles. 
The  merits  of  all  which  pretended  proofs  were, 
on  the  9th  day  of  March,  by  fpecial  appointment 
of  the  committee,  fcverally  replied  to  very  di- 
ftinftly,  with  a  becoming  gravity  and  decent  be- 
haviour, by  the  gentlemen  who  fpoke  on  behalf  of 
the  company,  and  witnefles  were  then  likewife 
examined,  *'  hinc  inde,"  in  relation  to  the  pre- 
mifics  •,  and  then  the  farther  confideration  of  the 
whole  matter  was  adjourned,  by  the  committee, 
till  Saturday  next.  But  left  that  pcrfons  who  were 
not  prefent  when  the  committee  had  the  premiflTcs 
under  examination  may  be  impofed  upon  by  the 
clamorous  and  noify  ftories  of  die  feparate  traders, 
it  may  not  be  thought  improper  to  gratify  the 
reader  with  the  following  naked  account  thereof: 

I.  Treafon,  piracy  and  murder,  are  crimes  of  a 
very  deep  dye;  and  therefore,  to  prevent  any 
groundlcls  impreiTion  that  the  horror  of  the  very 
lound  of  fuch  names  nir»y  make  upon  the  minds  of 
thofe  of  weaker  undcrrrandings,  v/e  oii^ht  to 
fcirch  into  tlie  very  bcttcm  and  fcundarion  of 
thefe  matters  of  faft  v.-hich  were  condclcended 
upon.  a>  the  grounds  of  that  clamour  that  the 
X  z  feparate 
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fcparate  traders  raifcd,  probably  to  divert  flich 
enquiry  as  they  were  afraid  might  be  made  into 
other  matters  that  touched  themfelves  much  more 
nearly. 

All  European  companies  trading  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies  or  the  coaft  of  Africa,  but  more  particularly 
the  Dutch  and  French,  are  impowercd  to  make 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  (and  war  too  upon 
occafion)  in  any  of  thofc  parts,  according  as  they 
find  the  fame  I'uit  bell  with  their  refpcftive  cir- 
cumftances  at  the  time,  without  regard  to  peace 
or  war  in  Europe. 

And  to  come  nearer  home,  our  neighbours  of 
Scotland  (who  are  lately  vmited  with  us)  forefeeing, 
it  feems,  the  ncceflity  of  having  their  late  Indian 
and  African  Company  veiled  with  iiich  a  power, 
obtained  a  fpecial  claufe  to  be  inferted  in  the  aft 
of  parliament  and  letters  patent  by  which  that 
company  was  eftablifhed,  in  the  exprcfs  words 
following,  viz.  "  And,  by  force  of  arms,  to  de- 
fend their  irade  and  navigation,  colonies,  cities^ 
towns,  forts  and  plantations,  and  other  their  ef- 
fefts  whatfoever ;  as  alfo  to  make  reprifals,  and 
to  feek  and  take  reparation  of  damage  done  by  fea 
or  land,  and  to  make  and  conclude  treaties  of 
peace  and  commerce  with  the  fovereigns,  princes^ 
Hates,  rulers,  governors  or  proprietors  of  the 
aforefaid  lands,  iflands,  countries  or  places  in 
Afia,  Africa  or  America  5"  as  all  the  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  of  North-Britain,  who  are  now 
members  of  either  houfe  of  parliament,  muft  needs 
know. 

The  Royal  African  Company  of  England,  by 
the  like  power,  virtually  comprehended  (as  they 
conceived)  in  the  general  words  of  their  charter, 
1672,  and  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  Company  like- 
wife,  have  always  exercifed  that  power  of  making 
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treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  (and  war  too  upon 
€>ccafion)  with  the  French,  Dutch,  natives,  &c. 
any  where  beyond  the  limits  of  Europe,  ariwl 
within  the  limits  of  their  refpeftive  charters,  othc  r- 
wifc  they  could  never  have  maintained  the  Briiifh 
intereft,  in  thofe  remote  parts  of  the  world,  againft 
the  infults  and  praAices  of  the  French,  Dutch, 
natives,  &c. 

Some  few  years  after  the  Revolution,  the  Royal 
African  Company  attacked  and  Icized  the  French 
Company's  forts  of  Goree  and  Senegal,  on  the 
north  coaft  of  Africa,  and  fuch  of  the  cfFcfts  takcJi 
out  of  thefc  as  were  proper  for  European  markets, 
were,  with  fome  of  the  Royal  African  Company's 
own  effefts,  fhipt  for  England;  but  Captain 
Leech,  commander  of  the  Ihip  in  which  thefe 
Roods  were,  after  maintaining  an  obftinate  fight, 
for  feveral  hours  together,  with  fome  French  pri- 
vateers that  attacked  him  near  the  land*s-end  of 
England,  finding  himfelf  at  laft  overpowered  and 
boarded  by  the  enemy,  did,  with  very  Angular 
refohition,  blow  up  the  fhip's  deck,  and  funk  him- 
felf, fhip  and  all,  to  prevent  fuch  a  valuable  cargo 
from  faUing  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

A  grant  was  foon  thereafter  obtained  from  King 
William,  for  his  Majefly's  fhare  (viz.  the  one- 
half)  of  the  faid  capture,  purfuant  to  the  tenor  of 
the  company's  charter ;  and  after  ftanding  a  fuit 
at  law  upon  this  defence,  "  That  the  faid  capture 
did  not  arrive  fafe,  &c."  the  company  was  obliged 
to  pay  the  fame,  though  the  faid  two  forts  of 
Goree  and  Senegal,  with  all  the  goods  in  them 
alfo,  were  retaken  by  two  French  men  of  war 
which  happened  to  come  upon  that  coaft,  in  Icfs 
than  two  months  time  after  Captain  Leech's  de- 
parture for  England,  and  before  the  Englilh  had 
X  3  tinu- 
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time  to  repair  them,  fo  as  to  put  them  in  a  ftatc 
of  defence. 

In  the  year  1695,  the  French  King  fent  fix  fliips 
of  force,  under  the  command  of  Monficur  de 
Gennes,  to  the  north  coaft  of  Africa,  to  infeft 
and  dcliroy  as  many  as  they  could  of  the  Englifli 
Com-pany's  fcitkments  in  thofe  parts  ;  which  they 
did  fo  effecftuaily,  that  (chiefly  by  reafon  of  the 
cowardice  and  negligence  of  the  then  governor, 
wliO  wanted  lome  part  of  poor  Captain  Leech's 
fupererogating  rcfolution)  they  furprized  and 
took  James-^Fort  in  Gambia-River>  and  after 
having  taken  out  of  it  efFefts  of  very  great  value 
(as  is  particularly  expreffed  in  the  io8th  page  of 
this  volume)  they  in  a  manner  demoliflied  the 
fort. 

Upon  the  company's  having  received  the  un-* 
welcome  news  ot  chat  great  difafter  and  lofs,  they, 
with  all  pofuble  expedition,  fent  ftiips,  with  men^ 
ftores,  provifions,  goods  for  fale,  and  other  ne- 
cefTaries  for  repofleliing  and  repairing  their  faid 
fort,  which  by  degrees  they  did,  but  never  to  its 
former  condition. 

However,  the  Royal  African  Company  and  the 
French  being  in  a  continued  ftate  of  war  upon 
that  coaft,  the  French,  in  the  year  1702,  lent 
again  fome  fhips  of  war,  with  orders  to  do  all  the 
mifchief  tlicy  could  to  the  company's  fcttlements 
in  thofe  parts ;  and  accordingly  they  took,  plun- 
dered, and  almoft  demolilhed  James-Fort  the  fe- 
cond  time,  as  alfo  Sherbrow-Fort  in  York-Ifland, 
and  Sierra-Leon-Fort  in  Bence-Ifland  likewife. 

Nor  were  thefe  the  company's  only  misfortunes, 
for  they  had  their  bofom-frieiids,  the  10  per  cent, 
men,  fupplanting  and  ruining  their  intereft  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  their  old  competitors  the  Dutch 
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cmbarrafling  and  undermining  their  mcafures  on 
the  Gold-Coaft,  and  (after  havin^;  ftood  fuit  for 
fome  years  together)  were,  in  the  year  1703, 
obliged  to  pay  about  2800/.  as  the  value  of  two 
fmall  interloping  veffels,  with  their  cargoes,  taken 
in  the  year  1676,  by  Captain  Richard  Dickenfon, 
commander  of  the  Hunter  man  of  war,  by  virtue 
of  King  Charles  the  fecond*s  fpecial  commiffion  for 
that  efFeft,  and  condemned  by  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty, in  purfuance  of  the  company's  charter. 
And  the  remarkable  fpecialty  of  that  cafe  was 
this.  That  though  they  paid  1400/.  into  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  excheqvier,  and  700  /.  more  to  the  aforefaid 
commander  of  the  faid  man  of  war,  as  their  re- 
fpeftive  proportions  of  the  faid  capture,  adjudged 
at  2800/.  as  aforefaid,  purfuant  to  his  Majefty's 
faid  commiffion,  yet  the  company  was  made  liable 
for  the  whole. 

In  the  year  1 704,  four  French  ftiips  being  fent 
to  the  north  coaft  of  Guinea  (whereof  two  were 
(hips  of  great  force)  they  again  took  and  plun- 
dered James-Fort,  in  Gambia-River,  a  third  time, 
as  alfo  Sierra-Leon,  in  Bence-Ifland. 

NoTA,  That  whenever  the  fcparate  traders 
make  any  mention  of  the  company's  forts  and 
fettlements  on  the  north  coaft  of  Africa,  in  their 

Erints  or  otherways,  they  reprefent  them,  at  beft, 
ut  according  to  the  condition  in  which  they  were 
at  that  time  only,  without  any  regard  to  their 
former  ftrength  and  condition,  when  firft  furprifcd 
and  taken  by  the  French.  And  the  Remarker's 
faying,  in  his  15th  page^  **  That  Monfieur  dc 
Gennes*s  taking  Gambia^  in  the  year  1695  (as 
related  in  the  io8th  page  of  this  volume)  is  a  fa- 
bulous ftory,"  argues  either  very  grofs  ignorance 
or  dir*ngenuity,  or  both  5  for,  as  the  book  out  of 
which  I  quoted  a  (hort  narrative  of  that  point  of 
X4  f-ft 
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faft  was  produced  and  referred  to,  by  one  of  the 
gentlemtn  who  fpoke  on  behalf  of  the  company, 
before  the  honourable  committee,  fo  hundreds  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  this  kingdom  have 
copies  thereof  (Ibme  in  French,  and  fome  in  Eng* 
lifh)  in  their  libraries.  But  I  obferve  that  an  af- 
fecled  ignorance  feems  to  be  as  neceffary  for  the 
Remarker's  purpofe,  in  fome  cafes,  as  his  pre^ 
tended  knowledge  and  dijcovery  is  in  other  re- 
fpefts. 

Now  comes  on  the  high-treafon  formerly  men- 
tioned. 

The  Royal  African  Company  of  England,  and 
the  French  Senegal  Company,  having  thus  waged 
war,  and  done  all  the  mifchief  they  could  to  one 
another,  for  13  or  14  years  together  (with  this 
difference,  that  the  French  Company  were  always 
fupported  and  re-inforced,  from  time  to  time,  with 
continued  affiftance  from  the  French  King ;  where- 
as the  Englifh  Company,  warring  only  at  their 
own  fole  charge  and  expence,  were  extremely  har* 
raffed,  and  in  a  manner  quite  ruined  on  the  north 
coaft  of  Guinea,  by  the  continued  attacks  and  de* 
predations  of  the  French,  as  afore  narrated)  and 
both  -companies  becoming,  it  feems,  at  lalt  wearied 
of  this  method  of  trading,  the  Englifli  Company's 
fecretary  (upon  a  propolal  made  on  behalf  of  the 
French  Company,  by  a  French  merchant  ftill 
living  in  the  city  of  London,  touching  a  neutra- 
lity between  the  two  companies  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa)  wrote  a  letter,  in  the  year  1704,  to  the 
Englifh  Company's  agent  at  Gambia,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  *'  This  ferves  to  acquaint  you  of 
the  offers  and  promifes  of  the  French  Senegal 
Company,  from  Mr.  La  Porftre,  refiding  here  in 
London,  that  they  will  not  moleft  the  company's 
trade,   in  thofc  parts,    within  the  limits  of  the 
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French  Senegal  Company  (which  is  from  Cape 
Blanco  to  the  River  Sierra-Leon)  or  difhirb  any 
Ihip,  veflcls,  bark,  boat,  canoe,  or  other  effefts 
belonging  to  the  Englifh  Company,  and  that  they 
will  prevent  the  fame  to  be  done  by  any  Ihips  of 
war,  privateers,  or  fhips  in  their  fervice,  and  give 
direftions  accordingly  to  their  chief  agents  •,  and 
alfo  that  they  affift  you,  and  all  this  company's 
fervants,  from  any  difturbance  from  the  natives, 
and,  to  remove  all  jealoufies,  they  will  give  di- 
reftions  that  their  faftory  at  Albadar  be  difconti- 
nued  during  the  war,  and  not  concern  themfelves 
with  the  trade  of  that  river.  Thefe  things  we  hold 
to  be  our  intereft,  and  if  it  appear  fo  that  they 
have  given  fuch  direftions,  and  their  chief  in  all 
things  comply  thereto,  you  may  likewife,  fo  far 
as  is  in  your  power,  maintain  the  fame  civilities.*' 
The  original  was  (after  two  or  three  long  fpeeches 
made  by  the  feparate  traders,  exaggerating  the 
mighty  treafon  contained  in  it)  prefentcd  to  the 
honourable  committee,  and  lies  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  clerk  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. And  if  any  man  find  more  trealbn  in  it 
than  what  is  here  exprefsly  recited,  then  I  will 
allow  that  all  the  ftories  publifhed  by  the  feparate 
traders,  from  firft  to  Isdt,  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  this  difpute,  are  true. 

But  the  feparate  traders  forgot,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  tell  that,  in  the  year  1 703,  there  was  a 
much  more  folemn  quadrupartite  neutrality  agreed 
to,  at  Whidah,  on  the  fouth  coaft  of  Africa,  by 
the  French,  Dutch,  and  Englifh  Company's  a- 
gents  there,  and  the  Negro  King  of  tne  place. 
However,  it  was  thought  fit  to  take  no  notice  of 
that  treafon,  becaufe  indeed  without  it,  and  the 
proteftion  of  the  Engliih  Company's  fort  there, 
none  of  the  feparate  traders  could,  with  any  fafety, 
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adventure  to  trade  thither ;  and  bcfidc  too,  there 
could  be  no  mention  made  of  that  neutrality  (or 
treafon)  without  bringing  in  our  friends  the  Dutch 
for  a  fnack  likewile. 

But,  to  come  nearer  home,   the  Dutch  have, 
during  all  this  war,  by  the  publick  allowance  of 
England,  traded  and  held  an  open  correfpondencc 
with  France,    about   matters   relating  to  trade, 
though  they  be  very  hearty  in  the  war,  and  in  the 
intcreft  of  the  confederacy  againft  France  •,  and  it 
is  hoped  that,  at  lead,  as  little  reafon  can  be 
given  for  fuipefting  either  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany, or  their  fecretary,  of  any  other  defign,  by 
the  aforefaid  letter,  than  merely  felf-prefervation 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  as  there  is  ot  fufpefting 
the  much-more  powerful  Dutch,  whenj  perhaps 
the   intereft  of  England   may  be  more  fenfibly 
touched,  by  their  having  a  free  and  open  trade 
where  we  have  none.     But  if  I  were  to  give  my 
humble  opinion  in  the  matter,  it  would  be  con- 
fiftent  with  what  I  know  to  be  the  concurrent 
wifhes  of  many  thoufands  of  her  Majefty*s  trading 
fubjefts,    viz.  That,  in   all  declarations  of  war 
between  Princes,  there  ftiould  be  a  fpecial  excep- 
tion, as  to  a  neutrality  in  matters  of  trade  •,   for 
the  innocent  and  induftrious  merchant  has  many 
other  hazards  and  dangers  to  encounter,    befide 
that  of  being  declared  ready-drcft  meat  for  a  par- 
cel of  hungry  privateers,  letters  of  marque*s  men^ 
&c.  who  may  juftly  be  reckoned  to  be,  at  beft, 
but  a  pack  ot  privileged  fea-robbers.     So  that, 
upon  the  whole  matter,  if  the  feparate  traders  had 
fpoke  plainly  and  faid.  That  the  African  Compa- 
ny's ftcretary  had,  by  the  contents  of  the  afore- 
recited   letter,    formed    a   treafonable   defign    of 
bringing  over  the  Pretender  from  France,  by  the 
way  of  Africa,  we  might  eafily  have  gueffed  at 
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the  probability  thereof.  But  to  amufe  a  committee 
of  the  honourable  Houfc  of  Commons  with  pre- 
vious harangues  about  fome  black  treafon  or 
other,  and  to  make  people  without  doors  big 
with  the  expeftation  of  a  difcovery  of  fome  trea- 
fonable  plot,  and  to  be  at  laft  brought-to-bed  of  a 
mere  tympany,  viz.  the  aforefaid  letter  only,  is 
fuch  a  piece  of  affurance  as  is  only  confiftent  with 
the  other  known  practices  of  fome  of  the  feparatc 
traders. 

2dly.  Now  comes  on  the  piracy. 

Captain  Roger  Wills,  mafter  and  commander 
of  the  Ihip  Primrofe,  going  a  voyage  to  the  north 
coaft  of  Africa,  on  account  of  iome  feparate  tra- 
ders, was  frequently  obferved  (whenever  he  drank 
any  ftrong  liquors  to  excefs)  to  fall  into  feveral 
fits  of  madnefs  and  diftraftion,  and  happening  to 
be  treating  one  of  the  Negro  Kings,  viz.  the  King 
of  Sherbrow,  fell  into  one  of  thofe  fits,  and,  in  a 
romantick  humour,  would  acknowledge  no  other 
Sovereign  but  that  Negro  King,  ahd,  in  token  of 
his  allegiance,  made  him  a  prefent  of  the  whole 
fhip  and  cargo  ;  which  coming  to  the  ears  of  Mr. 
Henry  Greenway,  the  company's  agent  at  Sher- 
brow, ditto  Greenway,  byprefents  and  otherways, 
got  back  the  fhip  out  of  the  Negro  King's  hands, 
gave  the  charge  of  her  to  the  former  commander's 
mate,   and  fupplied  her,   out  of  the  company's 
ftores,  with  one  bower-cable  large,  one  bower- 
anchor  large,  one  fixiall  bower-anchor,  and  1400 
weight  of  clean  rice,  to  be  paid  to  the  company  at 
Englifh  rates,  befide  129/.  iSs.  value  of  damages 
fuftained  by  the  company,  by  taking  ditto  (hip 
from  the  faid  King,    as  per  particular  account 
ftated  in  ditto  Green  way's  journal.     But  after  the 
faid  fliip  was  thus  fent  home  to  .the  owners,  and 
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arrived  fafe  at  the  port  of  London,  when  the 
company  made  their  demand  upon  account  of  the 
premiffes,  the  aforefaid  captain  and  owners,  in- 
ftead  of  making  any  juft  and  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment, run  out  into  exclamations  againft  the 
company,  that  their  agent  had  robbed  the  faid 
captain  of  his  (hip,  would  not  allow  him  to  have 
the  command  thereof,  put  in  his  mate  over  his 
head,  &c.  infomuch  that  the  company  was  forced 
to  commence  a  fuit  for  recovery  of  the  prcmiffes 
in  due  courfe  of  law. 

3dly.  Then  as  to  the  murder  charged  upon  the 
company,    the   matter  of  faft  was   thus:    One 

Hudfon,  employed  in  the  company's  fervicc 

at  one  of  their  forts  on  the  fouth  coaft  of  Africa, 
upon  a  fudden  private  quarrel  that  happened  be- 
tween him  and  one  of  the  Negro  Kings,  in  a  tran- 
fport  of  paffion  immediately  piftoUed  the  faid 
King,  which  (befide  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  crime) 
was  one  of  the  greateft  pieces  of  diflervice  that  he 
could  have  done  to  the  company's  intereft;  for 
it  coft  them  many  a  pound  to  make  peace  again 
with  the  natives  of  that  part  of  the  coaft.  But 
to  fhew  the  company's  abhorrence  to  that  faft, 
they  immediately  (after  they  had  advice  of  it)  dif- 
mifled  the  murtherer  out  of  their  fervice,  with  full 
purpofe  never  to  employ  him  any  more  -,  and  yet 
he  is  now  entertained  and  employed  by  the  fepa- 
rate  traders  themfelves  (as  they  could  not  deny 
before  the  honourable  committee)  though  they  had 
the  aflurance  to  raife  a  clamour  againft  the  com- 
pany, upon  account  of  a  crime  which  they  knew 
was  committed  by  him,  without  the  company's 
privity  or  confent.  But  any  thing  to  make  a  noife 
againft  the  company,  no  matter  what,  whether 
true  or  falfej  which  brings  into  my  mind  the 
3  poet's 
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poet's  obfcrvation,    in  anotlier    cafe,    fomewhat 
a-kin  to  this : 

*'  Some  confcious  of  the  crimes  they  dare  not  own, 
**  Do  raife  an  out-cry  to  run  others  down  : 
*'  Then  undiftinguifh'd  pafs  among  the  crowd, 
*'  And,  to  'fcape  free,  cry  fire  »  fire !  aloud." 

II.  The  feparate  traders  magnified  ftories  of 
their  exports  to  Africa,  and  importation  of  Ne- 
groes to  the  Weftern  Plantations,  are  fufficiently 
exploded  in  the  firft  chapter  of  this  Third  Part  of 
thefe  Refleftions,  &c. 

III.  Though  the  company  proved  the  ufefulnefs, 
itate  and  condition  of  their  torts  and  fettlements, 
by  the  concurring  teftimonies  of  feveral  pofitive 
witnefles,  well  acquainted  with  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
yet  the  feparate  traders  would,  in  contradiftion  to 
thefe  teftimonies,  pretend  to  prove  the  negative 
of  that  pofitive,  and  that  by  fuch  witnefles  too, 
as,  upon  other  occafions,  they  pretended  were  not 
admitted  to  have  accefs  into  the  company's  forts, 
and  confequently  could  give  no  juft  account  of 
them.  However,  indeed,  when  one  of  their  moft 
fignificant  witnefles,  who  had  formerly  been  in 
the  company's  fervice,  though  now,  it  feems,  in  a 
feparate  intereft,  was  clofely  examined  upon  that 
head,  he  could  not  forbear  declaring,  that,  withr 
out  forts,  the  trade  there  could  not  be  prefervcd. 
But  more  of  this  in  the  fourth  chapter. 

^  IV.  As  to  the  alledged  extravagant  and  fifti- 
tious  account  charged  by  the  company,  on  ac- 
count of  their  forts,  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
pany replied,  i.  That  it  ought  to  be  confidered 
who  were  the  perfons  that  gave  cvidi:nce  in  this 
matter,    fiz,    perfons  who,    by  their  notorious 

treachery 
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treachery  and  breach  of  truft,  have  rendered 
themfelvcs  incapable  of  being  received  as  witnef- 
fes  againft  the  company,  in  any  court  of  judicature 
whatfoever ;  nor  were  they  then  upon  oath,  &c. 
2.  That  by  their  deferting  the  company's  fcrvice, 
and  embezzling  fuch  of  the  company's  effefts  as 
were  in  their  hands,  they  fell  on  this  way  of  flying 
moft  ungratefully  in  the  company's  face,  and 
joining  with  the  company's  enemies,  as  a  pre- 
tence for  not  accounting  with  the  company  for 
what  was  feverally  committed  to  their  refpeftive 
trufts.  3.  That  the  accounts  pretended  by  thefe 
perfons  to  be  the  real  accounts  of  fuch  fums  as 
they  alledge  were  laid  out  on  account  of  the  forts, 
confifted  only  of  fuch  articles,  at  moft,  as  were 
aftually  paid  by  thefe  perfons  themfelves  upon  the 
coaft ;  but  that  the  company  advancing  great  fums 
of  money  here,  by  letters  of  attorney,  and  for 
falaries,  ftores,  provifions,  impreft-money  to  arti- 
ficers and  fervants,  &c.  of  which  thefe  perfons 
upon  the  coaft  could  know  but  little  or  nothing  •, 
and  the  company  being  obliged,  by  the  aft,  to 
give  in  their  accounts  yearly  to  the  Curfitor- 
Baron,  &c.  they  were  forced  to  make  up  their 
accounts  by  the  yearly  eftablifliments,  which  they 
were  obliged  to  pay,  though  perhaps  fome  articles 
of  thefe  accounts  might  remain  unpaid,  at  the 
time  of  giving  in  their  aforefaid  accounts. 

V.  The  feparate  traders  accufed  the  company 
of  making  liich  improvements  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa  as  would  ruin  the  Weftern  Plantations  \ 
to  prove  which  they  produce  a  letter  from  the 
deputy-governor  to  one  of  the  company's  agents, 
encouraging  him  to  plant  indigo,  pepper  and  cot- 
ton in  fome  of  the  company's  iflands  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  which,  beyond  all  peradventure,  would 

be 
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be  a  very  great  national  advantage,  if  they  could 
bring  it  to  any  tolerable  perfeftion  -,  for  none  can 
pretend  that  our  Weftern  Plantations  are  capable 
of  furnilhing  this  nation  with  fufficient  quantities 
of  thefe  commodities;  and  as  iir.provements  in 
thefe,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  would  by  much  kf- 
len  the  charge  of  our  navigation,  ib  thereby  a  vaft 
yearly  cxpcnce  of  treafure  would  be  laved  to  this 
kingdom,  which  is  carried  out  now  for  fuch  great 
quantities  of  thefe  commodities  as  are  neceflarily 
imported  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  Holland,  &c.  fo 
that,  inftead  of  a  groundlefs  accufatlon,  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  African  Company  ought,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  to  be  applauded  for  giving  thefe 
renewed  proofs  of  their  endeavours  to  improve  the 
African  trade,  to  a  more  national  advantage  than 
can  be  done  by  any  method  propofed  by  the  fepa- 
rate  traders. 

VI.  A  farther  accufation  againft  the  company 
was,  that  they  took  mealures  to  ruin  the  interclt 
of  the  feparate  traders  ;  for  proof  whereof  they 
produced  another  letter,  under  the  deputy-gover- 
nor's hand,  to  one  of  the  company's  agents,  ad- 
vifing  him  to  take  the  firft  of  the  market,  to  buy 
up  all  the  elephants  teeth  that  he  could  get,  and 
likewife  buy  as  many  Haves  as  poflible,  and  to  let 
the  feparate  traders  have  the  refufe  of  thefe. 
Pray  what  of  all  this  ?  I  would  glc^ly  know  that 
merchant  who  does  not  endeavour  to  take  the 
like  methods,  in  any  branch  of  trade  whatfoever  ? 
that  is,  to  have  the  firft  and  choice  of  the  market, 
if  he  can.  It  cannot  be  alledged  that  there  was 
any  fuch  thing  in  the  deputy-governor's  letter,  as 
imported  the  out-bidding  or  underfelling  the  fepa- 
rate traders,  either  as  to  the  prices  of  Negroes  or 
European   goods.      But   the    company   inftantly 

produced 


320  Reflections   on 

produced  to  the  honourable  committee,  orisinal 
inftru£tions  given  to  the  mafter  of  one  of  the 
feparate  traders  fhips,  and  figned  by  one  of  the 
petitioning  feparate  traders  for  himfelf  and  part- 
ners, containing  exprefs  orders  to  out-bid  and 
undcrfel  the  company,  and  to  deliver  the  great 
guns  therein  mentioned  as  a  prefent  to  one  of  the 
Negro  Kings.  Thefc  inftru&ons  were  given  in 
the  year  1699,  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
clerk  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons.  By 
which  the  reader  may  clearly  fee,  that  the  feparate 
traders  only  are  juftly  chargeable  for  having 
brought  the  trade  into  diforder  and  confufion: 
and  fo,  with  reference  to  the  allufion  of  that  fay- 
ing, mentioned  in  the  firft  lines  of  this  chapter,  I 
may  juftly  now  conclude,  that  though  a  wWte 
dog,  fuUied  by  fighting  with  a  black  dog  in  a 
dirty  kennel,  may  be  wafhed  clean  and  white 
again,  yet  a  dog  that  is  black  by  nature  can  never 
be  wafhed  while,  though  all  the  water  in  the 
Thames  were  poured  upon  him. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.      III. 

A  clear  demonjlrationy  from  points  of  fadly 
that  the  recovery ^  prefcrvation  and  improve- 
ment of  Britain  sjhare  of  the  trade  to  Africa , 
is  wholly  owing  to  the  indujlryj  care  and  ap- 
plication of  the  Royal  African  Company. 

BY  the  progrefs  of  our  trade  to  Africa,  fmce 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  imprafticabillty  of  carrying  on  and 
preferving  that  trade,  in  any  open  method,  was 
alw.iys  the  occafion  of  eftablifliing  companies, 
from  time  to  time,  with  exclufive  privileges,  by 
charters  under  the  great  feal  of  England;  and 
that,  whenever  infractions  were  made  upon  thole 
privileges,  the  trade  fell  always,  of  courfe,  into 
diforders. 

By  a  certificate  from  the  Cuftom-houfe,  it  ap- 
pears that,  in  full  four  years  time,  immediately 
preceding  the  firft  charter  granted  by  King 
Charles  II.  to  the  prefent  company*s  predeceffors, 
when  England  had  but  one  caftle  (called  Corman- 
teen-Caftle)  on  the  Gold-Coaft,  and  that  the  trade 
to  Africa  lay  open  to  all  the  people  of  England, 
viz.  in  the  years  1657,  ^658,  1660,  1661  (the 
regifters  of  1659  being  burnt)  all  the  woollen  ma- 
nufaftures  exported  from  England  to  Africa,  in 
the  aforefaid  K>ur  years  time,  were  only  669  fayes 
and  484perpets,  making  in  all  1153  pieces. 

By  a  certificate,  under  the  hands  of  40  of  the 
principal  perfons  concerned  in  the  woollen  manu- 
faftures  in  London,  proper  for  the  trade  to  Africa, 
it  appears  that  the  new  manufaftures  of  annabaffcs, 

VoLf  V.  Y  nicanees, 
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nicanees,  tapfeils  and  brawlcs,  were  introduced  by 
the  Royal  African  Compaxiy*s  particular  dire&ion 
and  encouragement,  for  the  trade  to  Africa ;  and 
that  the  faid  company  have  annually  taken  off 
great  quantities  of  the  faid  goods,  and  thereby 
given  employment  to  above  500  perfons,  in  and 
about  the  city  of  London,  for  the  making  and 
dying  of  the  laid  goods. 

By  a  certificate,  under  the  hands  of  64  of  the 
principal  perfons  concerned  in  the  woollen  manu- 
fafturvS  in  Kidderminfter,  proper  for  the  trade  to 
Africa,  it  appears  that  the  new  manufafturcs  of 
boyfadoes  and  ftriped  carpets,  which  are  made  in 
and  about  Kidderminfter,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
cefter,  were  introduced  by  the  particular  direc- 
tions of  the  Royal  African  Company  -,  and  that 
the  faid  company,  havmg  annually  taken  off  great 
quaniiiiis  of  the  faid  goods,  have  thereby  given 
Ciiiploymeiic  to  above  1000  perfons  in  and  about 
that  place,  r.nd  caufed  an  extraordinary  confump- 
tion  of  Englifh  wool,  of  which  the  faid  new  manu- 
faftures  are  only  made. 

By  another  certificate  from  the  Cuftom-houle, 
it  appears,  that  in  four  years  time  (after  the  above- 
mentioned  and  other  manufaAures  were,  by  the 
company's  particular  direAion  and  encouragement, 
brought  to  a  ftaple  goodnefs)  before  the  Revolution, 
viz.  in  the  years  1683,  1684, 1685,  1686,  the  com- 
pany exported  from  England  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa  8zo8  fayes,  15,595  perpets,  2801  boy- 
fadoes, 1776  Welfli  plains,  250  bayes,  165  x-hdf 
broad-clotns,  1520  blankets,  600  yards  of  flan- 
nels, II 70  £ngli(h  carpets,^  104 crapes,  2067  fine 
annabafles,  and  69,388  ordinary  ditto,  making  in 
all  103,644  pieces  ;  which  exceeds  the  former  four 
years  exports  (while  the  trade  was  open,  before 
king  Charles  II.  granted  an  exclufivc  charter)  by 
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102,491  pieces  of  woollen  manufadures,  and 
bears  near  the  fame  proportion  to  the  exports 
which  were  made,  dunng  the  aforefaid  four  years 
of  open  trade,  as  100  does  to  i ;  which  is  fuch 
an  improvement  as  all  the  interlopers  and  private 
traders  from  England  to  Africa  could  never,  in 
the  leaft,  pretend  to  have  made,  either  before  or 
fince  that  time» 

And  left  it  ihould  be  pretended  that  thefe  great 
numbers  of  pieces  of  woollen  manufa&ures  ex- 
ported by  the  Company  to  Africa,  might  pollibly 
amount  but  to  a  fmall  value,  it  appears  by  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  as  well  as  the  company's  books, 
that  their  exports,  in  the  year  16839  amounted  to 
the  value  01  78,028/.  i8j.  their  exports  in  1684 
amounted  to  54,932/.  iis.yd.  their  exports  in 
1685  amounted  to  82,346/.  id.  and  their  exports 
in  1686  amounted  to  66,128/.  12s.  3d.  which,  in 
an  average,  is  fomething  more  than  70,000/.  per 
ann.  as  is  particularly  ftated  in  the  276th  page  of 
this  volume. 

But  left  it  ihould  be  pretended  here  likewife, 
that  the  exports  of  thefe  four  years  are  defignedly 
picked  oxit,  as  the  greateft  which  the  company 
ever  made,  while  they  enjoyed  the  privileges  of 
their  charter,  it  may  be  feen  by  the  fame  books, 
and  by  the  abftrad  in  the  aforefaid  276th  page, 
whether  we  look  backward  or  forward,  till  the 
Revolution,  that  their  exports  in  the  year  1682, 
immediately  preceding  the  faid  four  years,  a- 
mounted  to  89,616/.  iSs.  gd.  and  that  their  ex- 
ports in  the  year  1687,  immediately  fucceeding 
the  faid  four  years,  amounted  to  jy^S^sl-  its.  ^ai 
either  of  which  far  exceeds  what  the  company  fay 
their  exports  were  ufually  in  an  average  •,  which  is 
a  demonftration  that  they  do  not  (well  up  their 
computations  at  random,  to  impofe  upon  the 
Y  2  nation 
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nation  (as  the  feparate  traders  do)  but  keep  al- 
ways within  comp.ifs. 

In  thofe  days,  the  company  bein^  intire  mafters 
of  the  trade,  had  I'uch  a  diftinft  and  uniform  view 
thereof,  that  they  always  proportioned  their  ex- 
ports to  the  vend  which  they  found  for  the  fame 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  as  they  could  improve 
the  one,  fo  they  did  enlarge  the  other,  with  a  due 
regard  always  to  the  general  intercft  of  the  king- 
dom and  the  plantations,  as  well  as  to  their  own 
particulr.r  advantage  j  for  it  cannot  be  difputed, 
but  that,  as  they  were  the  firft  introducers  and 
cncouragers  of  the  woollen  manufiiftures  here, 
proper  lor  the  coaft  of  Africa,  fo  they  gave  better 
prices  for  the  fame  to  the  manufaftors,  than  the 
private  traders  have  done  ever  fincc  :  and  as  they 
then  commanded  the  markets  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea,  by  getting  at  leaft  cent,  per  cent,  advance 
on  thefe  manufactures,  and  purchafing  the  belt 
Negro  flaves  for  3/.  or  3/.  ioj.  at  moft,  per  head, 
and  the  other  produfts  of  Africa  proportionally, 
fo  it  is  paft  difpute,  that  they  fold  thefe  flaves 
again  in  the  plantations  from  13/.  to  16/.  per  head, 
as  appears  by  the  accounts  of  their  fales  tor  many 
years  together,  and  by  the  living  teftimonies  of 
mafters  of  Ihips  who  ferved  the  company  at  that 
time. 

Moreover,  the  company,  in  thofe  days,  im- 
ported not  only  great  quantities  of  cam-wood,  ele- 
phants teeth,  wax,  and  other  goods  from  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  to  be  manufactured  here,  but 
likev/ife  as  much  gold  as  coined  feveral  hundred 
thoufand  guineas  in  the  Tower  of  London  \ 
whereas,  ever  fince  the  trade  has  been  laid  open, 
hi  1697,  the  company  and  feparate  traders  have 
not  coined  20,000  guineas,  in  10  years  time,  to* 
gether. 

Yea 
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Yea  further,  it  is  already  made  fufficiently  evi- 
dent to  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
the  company  have  been  at  a  continued  vaft  charge 
and  expence,  in  the  purchafing,  building,  main- 
taining and  repairing  forts,  factories  and  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  the  making  and 
preferving  alliances  with  the  natives,  and  in  ftrug- 
gling  to  prcfervc  and  improve  the  Britilh  intereft 
there  againft  the  infults  and  undermining  pradices 
of  the  French,  Dutch,  and  all  other  foreign  com- 
petitors whatfoever,  ever  fince  their  firft  eftablilh- 
ment  to  this  hour ;  fo  that  they  have,  even  almoft 
to  a  wonder,  borne  the  heavy  burden  of  preferving 
that  trade  to  the  nation,  without  having  had  the 
benefit  of  their  charter  ever  fince  the  Revolution, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  met  with  greater  diicou- 
ragements,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  than  ever 
they  were  willing  to  exprefs. 

AH  the  aforefeid  particulars  are  fuch  pofitive 
points  of  faft  and  demonftrable  truths,  that,  upon 
due  enquiry  and  examination,  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  malice  itfelf  to  overturn  or  confute  any 
one  of  them. 

And  now,  fince  it  is  plainly  evident  that  the 
company,  with  a  fmall  joint-ftock,  under  one 
uniform  management,  have  done  fo  great  things 
for  their  own  and  this  nation's  credit  and  interelt, 
while  they  enjoyed  the  exclufive  privileges  of  their 
charter,  any  reafonable  perfon  may  eafily  judge 
to  what  a  vaft  degree  they  might  have  raifed  and 
extended  that  trade,  to  the  general  advantage  of 
this  kingdom  (when,  by  the  trade  itlelf,  their  capi- 
tal ftock  was  very  greatly  encreafed)  had  they  not 
been  interrupted  in  their  progrefs,  yea,  and  in  a 
manner  quite  fuppreflTed,  by  the  infraftions  of 
private  traders^  and  the  fatal  confcquences  of  di- 
Y  3  vided 
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vided  and  interfering  intercfts  among  ourfelves, 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Then  let  us  fuppofe  that  the  interlopers,  or 
feparate  traders  (who  make  fuch  a  mighty  buftie 
now)  had  found  the  ftate  of  the  trade  to  Africa  in 
the  fame  condition,  and  under  the  fame  circum- 
(lances  it  was  in  before  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany and  their  predeceflbrs  were  eftablifhed  with 
exclufive  privileges  by  King  Charles  11.  viz.  with- 
out any  forts  or  caftles  on  the  Gold-Coaft  (except 
Cormanteen-caftle,  now  pofleflGbd  by  the  Dutch) 
Without  any  alliances  or  confederations  with  the 
natives,  without  faftories  or  correfpondents  in  the 
feveral  ports  of  trade  along  that  coaft,  without 
having  any  fortable  cargoes  from  hence,  proper 
for  that  trade,  but  what  muft  have  been  firft 
brought  hither  from  Holland,  and  without  the 
nation's  having  any  true  knowledge  or  experience 
of  the  nature  and  circumftances  of  that  trade,  or 
indeed  any  great  humour  or  inclination  to  profe- 
cute  it,  except  in  fo  far  as  the  King  and  fome  few 
particular  perfons  had  then  a  mind  to  encourage 
and  proteft  any  fociety  that  would  undertake  to 
raife  a  joint-ftock  for  carrying  it  on,  chiefly  with 
the  view  of  fupplying  the  plantations  with  Ne- 
groes, and  to  prevent  the  depopulating  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  other  dominions,  by  carrying  too  many 
fervants  from  hence.  In  that  cde,  what  would 
have  become  of  Britain's  (hare  of  the  trade  to 
Africa,  if  that  trade  had  been  ftill  left  open, 
without  this  or  any  other  fuch  company's  being 
ever  eftablifhed,  and  thefe  new  feparate  pretenders 
left  at  their  liberty  to  trade  thither,  or  not,  as 
they  pleafed  ?  Why  truly,  the  cafe  is  very  ob- 
vious, and  the  anfwer  is  plainly  this  ;  We  Ihould, 
by  this  time,  have  had  the  very  fame  accefs  to  the 
I  Gold^ 
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Gold-Coaft  of  Africa  that  we  have  to  the  Spice* 
Iflands  in  Afia  (which  is  none  at  all)  and  the  trade 
to  Africa  had  been  irrecoverably  loft  to  this  na- 
tion, without  ever  knowing,  or  having  fo  much 
as  a  juft  notion  of  the  value  of  what  we  had  loft : 
and  even  as  it  is,  were  it  not  for  the  books,  re- 
cords, and  regular  correfpondences  of  the  Royal 
African  Company,  and  the  experience  of  feveral 
perfons  concerned  with  and  employed  by  them, 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  the  nation  would  be, 
as  yet,  in  profound  ignorance  of  the  true  nature 
and  ftate  of  that  trade,  nor  could  any  tolerable 
account  thereof  be  given,  even  at  this  time,  for 
the  information  of  either  houfe  of  parliament. 

But  fo  it  is,  that,  for  refcuing  this  trade  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Dutch  (who,  before  the  Royal 
African  Company  was  eftablilhed,  were,  in  a  man- 
ner, the  only  confiderable  traders  to  Guinea)  and 
for  preferving  and  improving  the  fame  to  a  na- 
tional advantage,  the  company  have,  with  much 
induftry  and  application,  and  at  a  very  great 
charge  and  continued  expence,  purchafed,  built, 
maintained  and  repaired,  from  time  to  time,  fe- 
veral confiderable  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  made  and  renewed,  as  occafion 
required,  feveral  alliances  and  confederations  with 
the  natives,  introduced,  direfted  and  encouraged 
the  making  of  fundry  new  manufadtures  in  Eijtg- 
land,  proper  for  the  trade  to  Africa,  which  the 
company  were,  at  their  firft  fetting  up,  forced  to 
buy  from  Holland,  viz,  Leyden  fayes,  fcarlec 
cloths,  fuftians,  knives,  mulkets,  boyfadoes,  an- 
nabafles,  &c.  have  likewife  accuftemed  the  natives 
of  Africa  to  take  and  confume  feveral  woollen  and 
other  manufaftures  of  England,  which  were  never 
fent  to  Guinea  beiorc  the  company  was  eftablilhed; 
Y4  and 
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and,  in  a  word,  have,  even  under  the  preflure  of 
all  the  complicated  difficulties  and  difcourage- 
ments  which  they  met  with,  thefe  many  years 
paft,  ftruggled  to  prcferve  that  valuable  trade  to 
the  nation,  until  they  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  laying  their  cafe  and  grievances  now  before  the 
parhament,  and  fee  what  the  wifdom  of  the  par- 
liament may  think  fit  to  do  therein. 

Now,  let  the  feparate  traders  pretend  what  they 
will,  it  is  moft  certain  that,  ever  fince  the  trade  to 
Africa  has   been  laid  open,    in   1697,    all  their 
trade,  to  a  mere  trifle,  has  been  confined  to  the 
Gold-Coaft,  and  that  too  within  the  influence  of 
the  company's  forts  and  caftles,   otherways  the 
natives  could  not  have  turned  the  flavery  upon  us 
fo  much  as  they  have  done,  by  depreciating  our 
goods,  and  advancing  the  prices  of  flaves  to  a 
moft  intolerable  degree  j   and  how  much  foever 
the  private  traders  may  feem  to  flight  the  com- 
pany's forts,   that  is  but  looking  one  way  and 
rowing  another,   for  if  they  fpcak  their  minds 
plainly,  it  will  be  found  that  they  flight  thefe  forts 
merely  with  defign  (if  they  could  compafs  their 
ends  with  the  parliament)  to  get  the  property  of 
them,  for  little  or  nothing,  to  themfclves ;  and, 
if  they  are  not  ftupidly  infatuated,    they  muft 
needs  know  that,  if  we  had  not  had  any  torts  on 
that  coaft  all  this  time,  the  natives  durft  not  have 
traded  either  with  the  Englifli  Company  or  fepa- 
rate traders  -,  yea,  and  fuppofing  the  feparate  tra- 
ders pretended  merit,  upon  account  of  theii  ex- 
portations,  were  as  real  as  they  would  make  the 
world  believe  it  is,  yet  ftill,  even  that  fame  is 
owing  to  the  foundation  which  the  company  have 
laid,  for  "  facile  eft  inventis  addere"  and  a  dwarf 
ftanding  upon  a  giant's  flioulders  ought  not  to 

look 
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look  down  with  fcom,  and  forget  who  it  is  that 
fuppoFts  him  from  falling  to  the  ground. 

As  to  any  trade  that  the  feparate  traders  pretend 
to  have  had  on  the  Quaqua,  Callabar,  or  Angola 
CoaftS)  where  the  company  have  no  forts,  there  is 
too  much  ground  to  fufpeft  that  the  moft  of  their 
expeditions  along  thefe  coafts  deferved  fome  other 
name*. 

That  the  feparate  traders  exports,    and  the 
numbers  of  Negroes  carried  by  them  to  the  plan- 
tations, are  not  the  fame  as  they  pretend,  is  already, 
in  the  firft  chapter  of  this  Third  Part,  made  evi- 
dent to  a  demonftration.     But  whatever  their  ex- 
ports may  have  been,  it  can  eafily  be  demonftrated 
that,  if  all  the  exports  to  Africa,  fince  the  trade 
was  laid  open  in  1697,  had  been  under  one  entire 
intereft  and  uniform  exclufive  management,    at 
Icaft  the  fame  numbers  of  Negroes  might  have 
been  purchafed  that  really  have  been,  and,  inftead 
of  100,000/.  value  direftly  returned  of  African 
produce,  fuch  as  gold,  &c.  fince  that  time,  theie 
returns  might  probably  have  amounted  to  8  or 
900,000/.  at  leaft;  fo  that  it  may  be  truly  faid, 
that  the  nation  has  loft  fo  much  by  not  having  the 
trade  fettled  on  a  fixed  and  folid  conftitution  all 
this  time.     Which  will  appear  to  be  no  groundlefs 
fuggeftion,  if  it  be  confidered  what  the  company's 
imports  of  gold,  &c.  have  been,  when  they  had 
the  trade  exclufive. 

And,  as  a  farther  proof  of  the  company's 
having  managed  that  trade  to  a  national  advan- 
tage, while  they  had  it  exclufive,  before  the  Re- 
volution, the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  having,  in  the  year  1688,  refolved  to 
addrefs  the  King,'  in  relation  to  the  fettling  of  the 

Spanifii 
*  Vide  the  Second  Part  of  thefe  Reflexions. 
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Spanifh  affieoto  in  that  ifland*  took  occafion,  by 
the  by,  to  enumerate  and  extol  the  many  and  fm* 
gular  advantages  which  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany's trade,  and  importation  of  Negroes,  had 
produced  to  all  the  planters  and  other  mhabitants 
of  that  ifland  in  general ;  as  is  particularly  ex- 
prefled  in  a  certificate  given  under  their  hands  at 
Jamaica,  April  12,  1688,  which  certificate  was 
prefented  and  read  in  council,  before  the  late 
King  and  Queen,  and  was  figned  by  the  fcveral 
perfons  after-named,  viz. 


Hend.  Molefworth, 
Sam.  Bernard, 
John  White, 
Tho.  Freeman, 
Whitgult  Ailmer, 
Tho.  Aifcough, 
Nich.  Phillpott, 
Anth.  Swymmer, 
Simon  Mufgrave, 
John  Towers, 
Will.  Francis  Hall, 
Jona.  Wood, 
Lancellot  Taltot, 
James  Rilbye, 
Robert  Phillips, 
Thomas  Nutteel, 
William  Pulford, 
Jofeph  Knapman, 
Thomas  Trapham, 
William  Puckle, 
Richard  Slinger, 
Henry  Cake, 
Aufter  Head^ 
T.  Willfon, 


F.  Fuller, 
Sam.  Barry, 
Edw.  Yeomans, 
James  Walker, 
E.  Staynoon, 
William  Hurchinfon, 
JOHN  HEATHCOTE 
James  Bradfliaw, 
Charles  Sadler, 
CHARLES  KNIGHT, 
Edmund  Rives, 
Sam.  Lewis, 
Richard  Scott, 
James  Banifter, 
Francis  Blackmore, 
John  Mohun, 
Thomas  Clarke, 
Samuel  Foxley, 
Thomas  Grey, 
James  Goddard, 
William  Stevens, 
William  Scarlet, 
Philip  Harris, 
Edward  Pufdy, 

Jof. 
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Jof.  Decofta, 

Ifaac  Cotinho, 
David  Alberry, 
Fulk  Rofe, 
Edward  Broughton, 
John  Gomerfall, 
Jof.  Serjeant, 
Thomas  Pepys, 
RICHARD  LLOYD, 
Richard  Morfe, 
Jofeph  Bedoe, 
Philip  Jennings, 
James  Prinreek, 
Solomon  Hell, 
John  Smart, 
Na.  Stroughton, 


Will.  Mingham, 
Jof.  Jennings, 
Philip  Gower, 
Peter  Norman, 
Sam.  Jones, 
John  Wright, 
SAM.  KNIGHT, 
Edward  Daniel, 
Charles  Penhallow, 
Francis  Hanfon, 
Henry  Ward, 
Walter  Ruding, 
Smith  Kettle, 
Edward  Brooke, 
Mofeft.  Defurun.  Cardofa, 
Abram  Gomez  Porte. 


By  all  which  it  is  evidently  demonftrated,  that 
the  Royal  African  Company  have  been  both  the 
real  founders  and  prefervers  of  the  African  trade 
to  this  nation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Several  arguments  againji  fettling  the  trade  to 
jifrka  in  any  of  the  open  methods  propofed  by 
tbefeparate  traders^  together  with  fome  pro- 
pofals  for  fettling  the  fame y  by  a£i  of  parlia^ 
ment^  upontbefootofanexclujivejoint-jiock^ 
as  being f  for  many  pregnant  reafons^  con- 
ceived to  be  the  onfy  conjlitution  lifbicb  can 
properly  be  adapted  to  the  nature  and  peculiar 
circumjiances  of  that  trade  ^  fo  as  topreferve 
and  carry  it  on  to  a  national  advantage. 

IT  is  moft  certain,  that  a  conftitution  may  be 
very  well  fuited  to  one  branch  of  foreign  trade, 
which  can  never  be  properly  adapted  to  the  nature 
and  circumftances  of  another  trade,  that  is  una- 
voidably attended  with  quite  different  circum- 
ftances, and  confequently  muft  require  a  different 
conftitution,  and  different  rules  of  management. 

Some  years  ago,  nothing  could  pleafe  the  fepa- 
rate  traders  but  an  open  trade  to  Africa,  without 
any  method  or  regulation  at  all ;  but  fad  expe- 
rience having  convinced  both  themfelves  and 
others  of  the  folly  of  that  method,  they  have  been, 
thefc  two  years  paft,  pleading  for  a  regulated 
open  trade,  upon  the  foot  of  the  Turkey  Com- 
pany's conftitution^;  but  being  made  to  under- 
ftand,  by  the  arguments  publiflied  on  behalf  of 
the  Royal  African  Company,  that  (befide  the  vaft 
difparity  that  is  between  the  circumftances  of  the 
trade  to  Africa  and  that  to  Turkey)  fuch  a  confti- 
tution as  that  of  the  Turkey  Company  would  not 
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fuit  with  their  other  defires,  and  would  even  ex- 
clude the  far  greater  part  of  their  own  number 
from  the  privilege  of  trading  thither,  they  fly  thus 
from  one  confbtution  to  another,  without  confi- 
dering  the  true  nature  of  things,  and  ieem  to  fix 
now,  at  laft,  on  the  conftitution  of  the  RulCa 
Company,  as  a  model  of  what  they  would  be  at ; 
which  (if  obtained)  would  labour  under  the  fol- 
lowing difficulties,  with  many  more  too  tedious  to 
be  here  narrated. 

I.  The  nature  and  circumftances  of  the  Africal^ 
trade  is  as  far  different  from  that  of  the  Ruffia 
trade,  as  it  is  from  that  of  our  trades  to  Holland, 
France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  &c.  and  in  fhort, 
no  regulated  company,  without  an  exclufion  and 
a  joint-flock,  was  ever  eftablifhed  here,  or  elfe- 
where,  except  for  trading  to  places  where  the 
nation's  intercft  and  merchant's  grievances  are,  or 
can  be  conveniently  reprefented  and  redrcfTed,  by 
ambaffadors  or  other  publick  miniflers;  and  no 
other  nation  in  the  world  (befides  England)  ever 
attempted  trading  to  Africa,  otherwife  than  by  an 
exclufivc  joint-flock,  except  the  Portugueze, 
whofe  forts  and  interefl  on  the  Gold-Coafl  have, 
by  that  means  only,  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the 
Dutch,  who  make  them  now  pay  25  per  cent, 
for  a  permiffion  to  trade  thither ;  which  are  pofi- 
tive  points  of  faft,  that  cannot  be  denied  by  the 
feparate  traders  themfelves. 

II.  As  forts  and  fettlements  arc  acknowledged 
to  be  abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  prefervation  and 
improvement  of  the  African  trade,  fo  it  would  be 
of  very  dangerous  confequence  to  trufl  the  main- 
tenance, prefervation,  and  needful  reparations  of 
thefe  (bcftdes  innumerable  other  expences,  always 
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neceflary  to  anfWcr  the  exigencies  and  many  unex- 
peAed  emergencies  which  do,  and  muft  frequently 
happen)  to  luch  precarious  and  uncertain  funds  as 
muft  depend  wholly  upon  the  voluntary  and  con- 
tingent contributions  of  a  very  uncertain  number 
of  perfons,  of  feparate  interefts,  and  trading  at 
pledure,  according  as  they  happen  to  be  either 
gainers  or  lofers  by  the  trade. 

III.  While  the  trade  to  Africa  is  carried  on,  by 
any  open  method  whatfoever,  it  is  not  humanely 
ccn'.civable  how  to  manage  matters  fo,  but  that 
tlie  advantage  of  the  trade  muft  lie  on  the  fide  of 
the  natives,  and  they  will  keep  the  flavery  on  us, 
as  vt  prefent  they  do,  by  depreciating  our  woollen 
and  other  manufa^res,  ancl  not  only  keeping  up, 
but  alfo  advancing  the  prices  of  Negroes  and 
ot.  er  African  produftions  to  a  moft  intolerable 
degree,  the  former  of  which  is  juftly  the  com- 
pl.iint  of  this  nation,  and  the  latter  is  the  occafion 
of  the  feveral  petitions  from  the  plantations,  now 
under  confideration  of  the  honourable  Houie  of 
Commons,  forredreis. 

IV.  No  perfon  or  perfons,  of  any  tolerable  re- 
putation or  capacity,  can  ever  be  prevailed  upon 
to  go  and  refide  in  parts  fo  remote,  where  the  cli- 
mate is  fo  contagious,  upon  (uch  fmall  encourage- 
ments as  the  fcheme  propofed  by  the  feparate  traders 
can  admit  of;  yea,  fuppofing  fuch  could  be 
found,  yet,  having  neither  fufficient  credit  there, 
nor  a  ducretionary  power  to  launch  out  fums  of 
money  or  quantities  of  goods  upon  needfiil  occa- 
fions,  but  only  to  attend  their  pofts,  and  receive 
their  poor  yearly  falaries,  the  Dutch,  French,  and 
other  competitors,  knowing  the  depth  of  their 
purfes,  might  eafily  take  fuch  meafurcs  with  the 
natives  as  would  quickly  fupplant  the  Britifh  in- 

tcrcft 


tie  At  HI  c  An  Tradb*       ^SS 

tcrcft  there,  and  oblige  the  natives  to  have  no 
manner  of  dealing  with  us  ^  which,  of  courfe, 
would  unavoidably  render  the  forts  and  fettle- 
nients  to  be  of  no  real  ufe,  and  conlequently  be 
abandoned,  and  the  trade  as  irrecoverably  loft 
to  the  nation  as  the  Spice-Iflands  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies. 

V.  Upon  the  foot  of  any  regulated  open  trade, 
where  all  perfons  are  left  to  their  liberty  of  trading 
or  not  trading,  as  they  pleafe,  no  imaginable, 
real,  national  fecurity  can  be  given,  either  for  the 
exportation  of  certain  quantities  of  manufafhires 
and  merchandize,  or  for  making  the  needful  con- 
tributions for  anfwermg  the  aforefaid  ends,  or  for 
the  importation  of  fufRcient  numbers  of  Negroes 
to  the  plantations,  at  certain  moderate  rates. 

VI.  In  the  method  of  an  open  trade,  upon  any 
regulated  foot  whatfoever,  it  is  impoflible  to 
make  any  advanta^ous  contrail,  or  fettle  the 
affiento  for  furnifhmg  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies 
with  any  confiderable  numbers  of  Negroes,  at 
certain  and  determinate  prices,  which  can  be  in- 
ftantly  demonftrated,  if  required ;  and  the  many 
pofitive  arguments  for  fettling  the  African  trade, 
on  the  foot  of  an  exclufive  joint-ftock,  are  fo 
plamly  and  fully  ftated  in  the  6th  chapter  of  the 
Firft  Part  of  thefe  Refleftions,  that  it  is  ncedlefs 
to  repeat  them  here  again. 

All  which  weighty  confiderations  may  (it  is 
humbly  hoped)  be  fufficient  motives  to  indace  the 
parliament  to  fettle  the  trade  to  Africa,  now, 
upon  the  foot  of  one  or  other  of  the  two  following 
fchemes,  as  the  only  fuitable  means  for  preferving 
and  improving  that  trade,  and  fupporting  thou- 
iands  of  people,  who,  of  courfe,  muft  be  ruined 
without  it. 

Tnt 
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The  First  Scheme. 

I.  /TTMi  AT  the  prefent  Royal  African  Com- 
X  pany  be,  by  aft  of  parliament,  cfta- 
blilhcd,  exclufive  of  all  others,  in  their  trade, 
from  the  Equinoftial  Line  northward,  which  is 
23  degres  north  latitude. 

II.  That  they  be  obliged,  by  fuch  eftablilh- 
ment,  to  raife  a  ftock,  Uich  as  the  parliament 
ftiall  judge  fufficient,  for  carrying  on,  prcferving 
and  improving  that  part  of  the  trade  to  the  ut- 
moft. 

III.  That  all  the  reft  of  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
from  the  I-.ine  fouthward  (being  upwards  of  35 
degrees  latitude)  be  open  to  all  her  Majefty*s  fub- 
jcCts,  for  trading  thither,  in  fuch  manner,  and 
under  fuch  regulations,  as  the  wifdom  of  the  par- 
liament ftiall  think  fit,  without  their  being  obliged 
to  pay  the  prefent  10  per  cent,  duty,  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  any  other  acknowledgment  whatfoever, 
to  the  company. 

But  if  the  wifdom  of  the  parliament  ftiall  think 
it  more  advantageous  to  the  nation,  to  have  the 
trade  of  all  the  coaft  that  is  comprehended  within 
the  limits  of  the  company*s  charter  carried  on  by 
one  exclufive  company,  upon  the  foot  of  a  general 
national  fubfcription,  the  following  fcheme  is,  in 
that  cafe,  humbly  propofed  : 

The  Second  Scheme. 

I.  rTpHAT  the  forts  and  fcttlements  of  the 
ji     prefent  Royal  African  Company  (com- 
monly called  their  dead-ftock)  which,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  fubfcribcrs,  arc  eftimated  by  them 

at 
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at  150,000/.  only  (though,  all  circumllances  con. 
fidered,  th^  ftood  the  company  in  more  than 
treble  that  iimi)  be  declared  to  be  the  firft  article 
of  that  general  fubfcription,  at  the  aforefaid  va- 
luation of  150,000/.  as  being  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  trade. 

II.  That,  upon  the  foundation  of  the  aforefaid 
forts  and  fettlemcnts  (eftimated  as  above)  there  be 
a  general  fubfcription  taken,  for  fuch  fums  as  the 
wifdom  of  the  parliament  fhall  judge  fuf&cient  for 
carrying  on  and  improving  the  faid  whole  trade, 
by  a  capital  joint-ftock,  exclufive  as  aforefaid. 

III.  That  the  faid  exclufive  company  be  obliged 
to  export  yearly,  from  Great-Britain,  to  the  a- 
mount  of  100,000/.  value,  in  manufaftures  and 
other  merchandize. 

IV.  That  if,  at  any  time,  there  (hall  happen  to 
be  any  complaint,  or  complaints,  from  any  of  the 
plantations,  in  relation  to  the  fcarcity  or  high 
prices  of  Negroes,  the  faid  company  may,  in 
fuch  cafe,  be  fubjeAed  to  any  expedient  that  her 
Majefty  in  council,  or  the  parliament,  (hall  think 
fit  to  direft  and  appoint,  for  fatisfying  all  the  juil: 
defires  of  the  planters. 

V.  That  the  aforefaid  150,000/.  being  the  pre- 
fent  company's  intereft  in  the  faid  general  lub- 
fcription,  together  with  their  quick-ftock  (all  ne- 
ceflary charges  deduded)  be  fubjefted,  by  the 
parliament,  to  the  difcharge  of  the  faid  prefent 
company's  debts,  in  the  firit  place,  and  then  the 
overplus  to  the  adventurers. 

The  alternative  of  the  aforefaid  two  fchemes 
fcems  (according  to  my  apprchenfion)  to  be  fo 
fairly,  equally,  and  impartially  calculated,  with 
rcipcd  to  the  intereft  of  all  parties  immediately 
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concerned,  and  the  general  intereft  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  plantations  thereunto  belonging, 
that  (wit'i  all  the  penetration  of  thought  that  I  am 
mafter  of)  I  cannot  poflibly  forefee  any  material 
or  reafonable  objeftion  that  can  be  urged  againft 
the  fame,  other  than  thofc  clamorous,  empty  and 
frivolous  fuggeftions  that  have  been,  all  along, 
injurioufly  propagated  by  the  feparate  traders,  in 
relation  to  a  pretended  monopolizing  and  ftock- 
jobbing  trade,  which,  to  any  reafonable  man's 
fatisfacUon,  are  fufficiently  obviated  in  the  7th 
chapter  of  the  Firft  Part  of  thefe  Refleftions. 

But  if,  after  all  the  overtures  and  confiderations 
that  have  been,  or  can  be  offered,  it  fhould  hap- 
pen to  be  refolved,  that  "  delenda  eft  Carthago," 
and  that  an  open  trade  to  Africa,  in  the  method 
of  a  regulated  company,  fhould  be  the  word, 
then  the  following  confiderations  and  difficulties 
would  naturally  occur. 

It  is  already  acknowledged,  and  agreed  to  by 
all  parties,  that  forts  and  fettlemcnts  are  abfolutely 
nccefTary,  both  for  the  prefervation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  African  trade. 

It  is  alfo  known,  that  upon  the  publick  faith  of 
an  exclufive  charter  in  1672  (which  was  then 
reckoned  to  be  an  indubitable  fecurity)  the  Royal 
African  Company  were  induced  to  launch  out  valt 
fums  of  money,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  pur- 
chafing,  building,  maintaining  and  repairing  the 
faid  forts  and  fettlements,  at  a  very  great  charge 
and  continued  expence,  for  many  years  together, 
ever  fince,  and  have  therefore  the  fole  right  of 
property  and  pofleflion  of  the  fame. 

Yea,  though  any  fuch  charter  had  never  been 
granted,  yet  ftiil  the  prefent  company  have  ajuft, 
legal,  and  unquellionable  right  to  the  property, 

pof- 
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pofleflion,  and  fole  benefit  and  advantage  of  thefe 
forts  and  iettlements,  as  being  in  the  a&uaL  and 
uninterrupted  poflcflion  of  them  all  along,  and  as 
having  all  the  folemnities  that  the  law  requires, 
in  any  fuch  cafe ;  for  they  never  fo  much  as  fct 
up  a  llandard,  and  much  lefs  built  a  fort  or  efla- 
bliflied  a  faftory,  on  any  part  of  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  without  the  folcmn  fufFrage  and  confent 
of  the  native  proprietors,  for  which  they  always 
paid  certain  daiKees,  or  prcfents,  in  the  nature  of 
fines,  as  alfo  a  yearly  ground-rent  for  the  fame, 
which  they  ftill  pay  to  this  hour. 

Thefe  propofitions  being  premifed,  the  fcveral 
following  fcruples  and  queries  will  naturally 
arife. 

1.  Whether  the  prefcnt  company  may  be  wil- 
ling to  part  with  the  property  and  poficffion  of 
thefe  forts  and  fettlemcnts,  which  coll  them  fo 
dear,  otherwife  than  upon  fuch  conditions  as  the/ 
have  already  propofed  ? 

2.  In  cafe  they  ihould  not  be  willing  to  part 
with  thefe  forts  and  fettlements,  otherv/ile  than  as 
aforefaid,  how  far  they  may  be  compelled,  by  the 
parliament,  to  part  with  them,  for  a  fuitable  equi- 
valent ? 

3.  In  cafe  they  ihould  be  compelled  to  part 
with  them  for  an  equivalent,  by  what  rule  that 
equivalent  ihould  be  computed,  adjuiled  and 
liquidated  to  a  certain  determinate  fum  ?     And 

4.  Who  iliould  be  obliged  to  the  payment  of 
any  equivalent  fum  fo  liquidated  ? 

To  the  iirft  of  thefe  queries  the  company  can 
bcit  give  a  folution,  whenever  tiicy  think  it 
proper  for  chem  to  impart  their  minds  on  iliat 
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As  to  the  fecond  query,  it  would  be  prefump* 
tuous  to  fay  that  there  can  be  any  limits  let  to  the 
power  of  parliaments,  other  than  what  are  con- 
fiftent  with  their  own  wifdom,  and  the  common 
rules  of  equity  and  juftice,  which,  no  doubt,  they 
will  carefully  obfcrve  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  all 
other  refpefts  whatfoever.  And  fo  I  take  it  for 
grafted,  that  if,  upon  any  fuppofed  national  ac- 
count, they  fhould  think  fit  to  oljlige  the  prefent 
company  to  part  with  the  property  of  thcle  forts 
and  ieitlemcnts,  it  would  be  upon  fuch  a  foot  as 
would  fully  compenfate  thofe  advantages  which 
the  company  might  reafonably  hope  to  have 
reaped  from  the  produce  of  that  right  of  property, 
if  allowed  to  improve  it  in  their  own  method ;  or 
at  leaft  would  make  up  all  their  lofles  and  dif- 
burfements  in  acquiring,  improving  and  main- 
taining that  right. 

Then,  as  to  the  liquidation  of  an  equivalent  for 
thefe  forts  and  fettlements,  it  is  to  be  confidered, 
that  though  the  company  have  already,  for  the 
encouragement  of  fublcribers  to  anewjoint-ftock, 
upon  the  foot  of  an  exclufive  parliamentary  con- 
ftitution,  eftimated  the  faid  forts  and  fettlements 
at  fo  low  a  value  as  150,000/.  yet,  if  the  motive 
or  condition  of  that  low  eftimation  be  not  com- 
plied with,  and  that,  through  the  want  of  fuch  a 
conftitution,  they  muft  lole  all  hopes,  both  of 
retrieving  their  great  lofles  already  fuftained,  and 
of  reaping  any  advantage  from  the  foundation 
which  they  have  laid,  they  are  ftill  where  they 
were,  and  may  very  juftly  and  equitably  infift 
upon  being  either  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fole  right, 

J)roperty,  poflcflion,  benefit  and  advantage  of  thefe 
brts  and  fettlements,  by  virtue  of  their  acquired 
right  from  the  native  proprietors,  and  their  own 

chargeable 
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chargeable  improvements  thereof,  or  otherwiie  to 
have  fuch  an  equivalent  for  the  iame  as  may  fa- 
dsfy  all  their  juft  debts,  and  refund  all  the  money 
advanced  and  loft  by  them  in  that  trade,  together 
with  the  intereft  thereof;  which  three  articles 
will,  upon  a  juft  computation,  amount  to  a  fum 
very  little  fhort  of  a  million  fterling.  But  ftill  it 
ought  to  lie  upon  the  company  to  make  that  ap- 
pear. 

Nor  can  this  rule  of  computing  and  liquidating 
an  equivalent,  for  the  Royal  African  Company's 
quick  and  dead  ftock,  be  thought  unreafonable^ 
when  it  is  confidered  that  it  is  the  very  fame  rule 
by  which  the  equivalent  paid  to  the  late  Indian 
and  African  Company  of  Scotknd  was  ftated  and 
liquidated,  though  they  had  no  fuch  forts  and 
fettlements  in  their  pofTcffion  at  the  time  of  their 
diflblution ;  and  as  I  am  far  from  repining  at  that 
company's  having  got  fuch  an  equivalent,  or 
thinking  that  they  got  any  more  than  their  right 
juftly  entitled  them  to  have  got,  fo  it  is  reafonable 
to  hope  that  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  parlia- 
ment will  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  oblige  this 
company  to  part  wiih  their  right  of  property  and 
poflei&on,  otherwife  than  with  their  own  confent, 
or  upon  the  foot  of  an  equivalent  to  be  ftated  by 
the  ^orefaid  rule ;  and  were  they  to  aflign  their 
intereft  and  pofleflion  to  the  Dutch,  Portugucfe, 
or  any  other  foreign  nation,  it  is  not  improbable 
but  that  they  might  come  to  a  much  better  mar^ 
ket. 

Suppoling  then,  that  a  certain  fum  were  ftated 
and  liquidated,  in  manner  aforefaid,  as  an  equi- 
valent for  the  faid  forts  and  fettlements,  it  ftill 
remains  to  be  confidered.  Who  Ihould  pay  that 
fum  to  the  prefent  company  ?  Ngt  the  govern- 
Z  3  mcnt 
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mcnt  (I  fuppofe)  for  many  reaibns  that  I  will  not 
pretend  to  give  an  account  of.  It  naturally  then 
follows,  tliat  whoever  are  to  have  the  benefit  of 
this  fuppofed  new  conftitution,  by  trading  fepa- 
rately  to  Africa,  muft  pay  for  thefe  forts  and  fet- 
tlemcnts;  but  who  thefe  are,  or  may  be,  it  is 
hard  to  tell,  becaufe  every  man  (upon  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  fuch  a  freeconftitution)  is  at  his  liberty 
to  trade,  or  not  to  trade,  as  he  thinks  fit,  and 
until  he  trade,  he  cannot  be  obliged  to  pay  any 
quota  of  the  faid  equivalent.  And  fo,  while  the 
prefent  company  will  be  expefting  a  liquidation 
and  payment  of  the  eftimated  value  of  their  forts 
and  lettlements,  they  may  all  fall  to  the  ground, 
or  (which  is  worfe)  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
Dutch,  &c.  for  want  of  the  needful  fupplies  to 
maintain  and  repair  them. 

To  fay  (as  the  feparate  traders  have  already 
fuggefted,  by  way  of  prevention)  that  the  lo  per 
cent,  duty,  paid  by  them  to  the  company,  thefe 
lo  or  II  years  paft,  ought  to  intitle  them  to  a 
proportional  Ihare  of  the  property  of  thefe  forts 
and  fettlements,  is,  in  cfFeft,  the  fame  as  to  fay, 
that  a  tenant,  paying  a  yearly  rent  to  his  landlord, 
for  any  houfe,  tenement  or  manor,  according  to 
agreement,  ftiould,  at  the  expiration  of  his  leafe, 
pretend  to  a  fhare  of  the  property,  in  proportion 
to  die  rent  that  he  had  paid  as  aforefaid. 

It  i5  a  conftant  rule,  that  no  purchafer  muft  be 
allowed  the  privilege  bf  fetting  a  price  upon  an- 
other perfon's  property,  /or  the  wifeft  of  men 
aflures  us,  that  "  It  is  naught,  it  is  naught,  faith 
the  buyer."  Nor  is  it  poffible  for  fome  people 
kemingly  to  flight  the  ufe  or  value  of  the  African 
company's  forts  and  fettlements  now,  more  than 
ihey  formerly  fiicrhted  the  old  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany's 
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pony's  forts^  though  at  laft,  rather  than  want 
them,  they  gave  330,000/.  for  them,  having  only 
the  addition  of  a  tea-pot  into  the  bargain.  And 
if  trading  to  Africa  by  an  exclufive  joint-ilock  be 
adjudged  fafeft  by  the  Parliament,  it  is  odds  but 
that  fomc  of  thofe,  who  now  decry  that  n^itthod, 
would  be  ready  to  take  a  (lice  of  that  fhouldcr  of 
mutton  likewife,  whenever  they  fhould  find  it 
a-going ;  and,  though  20  new  experiments  were 
tried,  one  after  another,  I  am  perl'u^idcd,  in  my 
mind,  that  the  trade  to  Africa  v/ill  be  fettled,  at 
laft,  upon  the  foot  of  fome  exclufive  conflitution, 
as  the  moft  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  that  trade. 
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REPORT 

TO  THE  HONOURABLE 

The  COMMISSIONERS,  aPr* 

PART    I. 


I  Have  received  from  this  honourable  board 
a  precept,  dated  July  17,  171 1,  direfting 
that  I  Ihould  lay  before .  you  diftinft  annual 
accounts  for  the  ten  years  laft,  to  be  attefted  be- 
fore you,  on  oath,  of  the  importations  and  cxpor- 
tations  of  all  commodities,  pai'ticularly  the  woollen 
manufadures,  into  and  out  of  this  kingdoin,  to 
and  from  what  places  the  fame  were  exported  and 
imported,  and  upon  what  fliipping  iuch  exports 
and  imports  were  made,  with  my  cbfervations 
how  the  balance  of  the  trade  of  this  kingdora 
ftood  each  year,  with  reipeft  to  foreign  T)arts,  and 
tlic  increafe  of  frcio-hc  of  foreijyn  Ihippin^y  uHnir 

this 
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this  kingdom ;  and  whether  I  have  fuipeAed  any 
ihort  or  over  entries  have  been  made  of  the 
woollen  manufadure,  and  of  what  quantity,  va- 
lue, or  any  other  obfervations  I  have  made,  re- 
lating to  the  trade  of  this  kingdom 

In  obedience  to  which  precept,  I  fhall  ^ve  an 
account  of  as  many  branches  of  trade  as  poflibly 
can  be  extracted  from  my  ledgers,  from  the  date 
of  the  faid  precept  to  the  fitting  of  the  parliament, 
and,  at  prefent,  fhall  lay  before  you  fuch  an  ac- 
count as  is  required,  with  an  eftimate  of  the  firft 
coft  or  value  of  the  rdpefiive  goods  and  mer- 
chandizes, and  a  ftate  of  the  balance  of  trade  for 
five  diflindt  years,  viz.  from  Chriftmas  1699,  to 
Chriftmas  1704, 

r  France,    Holland,    Spain, 

Between  England  <    Portugal,    Italy,    Africa, 
*  C   and  Ne^oundland. 

The  fhortnefs  of  time  not  permitting  me  to 
give  you  the  like  account  of  trade  between  Eng- 
land and  all  other  countries,  I  have  pitched  upon 
the  aforementioned  trafficks,  in  regard  they  may 
be  mod  the  fubjeA  of  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  may  moft  want  the  help  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  fhall  lay  before  you  the  like  account 
of  trade,  from  the  year  1704  to  the  year  1709, 
between  England  and  the  faid  countries,  as  faft  as 
they  can  pofTibly  be  difpatched. 

And  for  as  much  as  the  great  demand  that  has 
been  for  corn  of  late  years,  may  have  made  fomc 
change  in  the  general  balance,  1  have  thought  it 
my  duty  alfo  to  lay  before  you  a  particular  ac- 
count of  corn  exported  for  11  years,  viz.  from 
1699  to  1 7 10. 

And,    becaufe  the  great  payments  every  year 

made,    to  Tubfill  our  own  troops,    and   to   pay 
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fubfidies  to  foreign  Princes,  as  well  as  to  carry  on 
the  Eaft-India  and  Eaftland  trades,  may  have  had 
a  confiderable  influence  in  the  general  balance,  I 
have  thought  it  might  be  of  fervice  to  annex  the 
Quantities  of  gold  and  filver  exported,  from  the 
time  the  regifter  was  appointed,  viz.  anno  1695, 
to  anno  1710. 

The  woollen  manufacture  likewife  bearing  io 
large  a  proportion  in  all  the  exported  Englifli  pro- 
duct, I  fhall  lay  before  you  a  particular  account 
of  that  branch  of  our  exportations. 

And  becaufe  the  tin  to  be  made  by  contraft, 
viz.  1600  ton  ftannery  weight,  which,  reduced 
into  averdupois,  yields  17 14  ton  508  pounds,  is 
more  than  is  taken  ofi^  by  our  foreign  exportation 
and  home  confumption,  which  may  tend  to  make 
that  commodity  become  a  drug  abroad,  and  fo 
hurt  the  kingdom,  I  have  thought  it  might  be 
ufeful  to  give  you  the  exports  thereof,  from  1699 
to  1 7 10,  in  the  10  diftina:  years. 

The  long  war  thefe  kingdoms  have  carried  on, 
and  no  treaty  of  commerce  having  been  fettled 
during  the  fhort  interval  of  peace,  muft  needs 
have  made  great  alterations  in  the  channel  of 
trade ;  and  therefore  I  thought  it  would  be  a  fatif- 
faAion  to  this  honourable  board,  and  give  fome 
light  into  the  prefent  condition  of  trade  (where  we 
have  loft  and  where  we  have  gained,  and  how  the 
balance  may  probably  now  ftand,  which  I  perceive 
to  be  the  icope  and  intention  of  your  precept)  if 
I  could  lay  before  you  any  account  of  our  dealings 
with  the  reft  of  the  commercial  v/orld  before  the 
war,  when  trade,  for  fome  years  at  leaft,  had  gone 
in  a  fettled  channel.  In  order  to  this,  all  poirible 
enquiries  hav  been  made  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  for 
an  abftraft  of  the  exports  and  imports,  for  one  or 
two  years  before  the  commencement  of  the  war, 

bu: 
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but  I  cannot  find  any  fuch  abftraA  was  kept.    I 
hoped  at  leaft  to  have  been  able  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  importations  of  wines  and  brandies, 
for  fome  years  before  the  war,  which  were  fo  large 
a  part  of  our  trade  with  France,  becaufe  there  has 
been  a  long  time  an  office  at  the  Cuftom-houfe 
particularly  appointed  to  compute  the  duties  upon 
thofe  goods,  but  upon  fearch  no  regifter  is  left  of 
thofe  entries,  each  officer  having  taken  away  his 
own  papers  •,  and  a  neceffity  at  laft  appearing,  to 
know  the  quantity  and  value  of  fundry  goods  im- 
ported into,  and  exported  from,  this  kingdom, 
upon  a  motion  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  an  Ex- 
aminer of  the  Exports  and  Imports  was  appointed, 
which  office  began  in  the  year  1696,  and  was  exe- 
cuted for  fome  years,  with  great  (kill  and  induftry, 
by  my  worthy  predecejGTor  Mr.  CuUiford,  who,  in 
pofting  of  his  ledgers,  has  fet  a  valuation  upon  all 
the  refpcftive  goods  exported  from  hence,   ac- 
cording to  their  current  price  here  at  home,  and, 
in  the  imported  goods,  according  to  their  current 
price  abroad,  by  the  judgment  of  the  ableft  fo- 
reign merchants,  to  which  valuation  I  have  kept, 
excepting  in  inftances  where  there  has  been  fome 
apparent  change ;  and  upon  examining  it  will  be 
found,  that  both  of  us  have  come  as  near  the 
truth  as  things  of  this  nature  can  well  be  brought. 
In  order  regularly  to  confider  and  compute  the 
trade  of  England  with  any  other  country,  and  to 
form  any  judgment  how  it  is  like  to  ftand  here^ 
after,  in  cafe  of  peace,  it  would  be  requifite  to 
know  how  it  flood  before  the  war  had  made  fuch 
alterations  in  divers  branches  of  it  -,  but  of  this  no 
trace  is  to  be  found  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  before 
1688^  nor  afterv/ards,  till  an  Infpeftor  of  the  Ex- 
ports and  Imports  was  appointed,    except  what 
was  laid  before  the  Lords,  from  the  year  1692 

2  to 
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to  1695  inclufive;   whereof  I  can  procure  but 
imperfeft  copies. 

Out  of  the  voluminous  books  of  entries  remain- 
ing in  the  Cuftom-houfe,  to  make  fuch  an  abftra£t 
for  three  or  four  years,  as  might  let  us  into  the 
quantity  and  value  of  goods  exported  and  im- 
ported between  us  and  the  nations  with  whom  we 
deal,  would  be  the  work  of  more  than  two  years, 
though  feveral  additional  hands  fhould  be  em- 
ployed. All  the  light  I  have  been  able  to  gain 
into  the  tranfaftions  of  paft  times,  relating  to  the 
exports  and  imports,  is  from  a  manufcript  remain- 
ing in  the  Cuftom-houfe,  which  contains  an  ab- 
ftrad  drawn  out  almoft  in  the  fame  form  as  the 
ledgers  of  my  office  are  now  kept,  with  the  thei^ 
valuations  of  all  the  commodities,  but  it  only 
gives  an  account  of  the  feveral  goods  and  mer- 
chandizes, of  the  growth  of  England,  exported 
out  of  the  city  of  London,  and  an  account  of  the 
feveral  goods  and  merchandizes  that  were  imported 
into  the  faid  city,  from  Michaelmas  1662  to  Mi- 
chaelmas 1663,  and  from  Michaelmas  1668  to  Mi- 
chaelmas 1669,  but  it  takes  no  notice  of  what  we 
properly  call  the  re-exports,  viz.  foreign  goods  and 
plantation  goods  carried  to  other  countries  by  certi- 
ficate, in  time,  or  out  of  time,  whereof  confideration 
fliould  be  had  in  Hating  the  balance  between  two 
kin^oms.  It  is  to  be  wiflied  the  like  abftraA 
(which  appears  to  me  an  authentick  copy  of  what 
had  been  offered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but 
in  what  year  I  cannot  find)  could  be  obtained  of 
the  out-ports  for  the  faid  two  years,  but  it  is  not 
come  to  me ;  however,  the  proportion  which  the 
out-ports  generally  bear  to  London  being  known, 
I  fhall  be  able  to  make  from  this  abftradt  feveral 
obfervations  that  may  be  ufcful,  relating  to  the 

prefcnt 
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prefent  pofturc  of  our  trade :  from  thence  you 
will  have  the  total  value  of  all  goods  exported 
from  the  city^  of  London,  to  the  fcveral  kingdoms 
and  countries,  and  the  total  value  of  all  goods 
imported  into  the  city  of  London  for  the  two 
years  aforefaid ;  alfo  the  revenues  of  the  cuftoms 
in  the  feveral  ports  of  England  for  one  year, 
from  Michaelmas  1676  to  Michaelmas  1677,  as  to 
the  quantities  of  goods  contained  in  this  account. 
I  believe  they  may  have  been  fairly  extrafted  from 
the  old  entry-books  of  the  Cuftom-houfe,  but,  as 
to  the  valuation  fet  upon  the  faid  goods,  I  have 
much  reafon  to  fufpedt  the  truth  thereof,  con- 
cerning which  I  fhall  make  fome  obfervations  in 
the  proper  places  ;  but,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  have 
thought  it  might  be  for  the  fervice  and  fatisfaftion 
of  this  board  to  annex  to  this  report  a  copy  of  the 
faid  manufcript;  and,  in  regard  I  fhall  have  a 
frequent  occafion  to  refort  to  it,  I  fhall  premife, 
once  for  all,  that  the  duty  of  culloms  for  the  port 
of  London  bear  proportion  to  the  duty  of  cufloms 
in  the  outrports,  as  1,268,095/.  is  to  346,081/. 
viz.  about  3-4ths,  according  to  which  the  imports 
and  exports  may  be  computed. 

And  being  before  this  honourable  board  upon 
oath,  and  looking  upon  myfelf,  by  the  nature  of 
my  office,  bound  to  aft  impartially  between  the 
crown  and  the  merchants,  and  obliged  to  ufe  my 
utmofl  endeavours,  as  well  to  promote  the  general 
good  of  trade  as  the  increafe  of  her  M^jefty's  re- 
venue, in  what  I  have  to  fay  you  fhall  find  the 
utmofl  fincerity,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  reaches ; 
where  I  find  the  duties  fo  high  as  to  cramp  trade 
and  hurt  the  kingdom,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  remark 
it  to  you  in  the  ieries  of  this  report,  and  fhall  do 
the  like  where  there  fcems  a  probability  that  the 

merchandize 
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merchandize  will  bear  higher  impolitions,  fince 
nothing  can  more  tend  to  increafe  our  foreign  and 
domeftick  trade,  and,  in  reality,  to  advance  the 
Queen's  revenue,  than  that  the  burthen  fhould  be 
fo  laid  as  at  lealt  to  be  tolerable  to  the  whole. 

1  (hall  proceed  to  fhew  upon  what  terms  Eng- 
land (lands  in  trade  with  the  forementioned  coun- 
tries, all  along  taking  notice,  where  it  is  needful^ 
of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  years  1662  and 
1668,  and  comparing  them  with  the  times  from 
when  my  own  accounts  begin  and  are  to  cnd# 
And  firil,  as  to  the  trade 


Between  England  and  f'rance. 

;from  Mich,  r   -^    ^        r  ^'  r  tc  ^" 

1662,  to  \  '^^^^   ^^yy'i^  'i  ^ 

lich.  i662.t  «P0«^       375065  6  o 


Mich^  1663, 

imports  exceed  the  exports  272641  10  o 

Mich.  1669.  I  «P»""  ■"«*»    ♦  ° 

imports  exceed  the  exports  432884    12  o 


Of  this  over-balance  France  had  upon  us,  I 
(hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  further  by  and  by, 
and,  in  the  mean  while,  (hall  obferve,  that  our 
two  moft  valuable  and  national  articles,  in  thofe 

Vol,  V,  A  a  two 
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two  years,  were  lead  and  the  woollen  manfac- 
cures. 

^  per  foder         ^ 
Mich.  1662.  I  Woollen  ma-  )     ^ 

Exports     I  nufafture        }  96774    o    o 


res. 
FlomMich.  fp."*"'"??      £■      •■ 


Total  of  both  336101     o    o 


From  Mich, 
1668,  to 

Mich.  1669. 
Exports 


Lead,   1328 
foder,  at  11/. 
per  foder 
Woollen  ma 
nufafture 


\  >  14608    o    o 
1  68521  17    o 


Total  of  both     8312917     o 


Note,  I  can  give  no  account  how  it  came  to 
pafs,  that  our  exportations  of  lead  were  fo  large 
in  the  year  1662,  unlcfs  (as  I  have  been  informed) 
there  was  an  extraordinary  call  for  it  on  account 
of  the  French  King's  buildings,  and  for  a  ftore  of 
bullets  -,  and,  in  that  cafe,  there  muft  have  been 
a  great  old  ftock  lying  by  in  our  kingdom,  for 
the  annual  produft  of  that  metal  will  not  come  to 
the  aforefaid  quantity,  over  and  above  our  own 
confumption. 


Of  the  woollen  manufaftures,  thel  ^ 

value  of  the  long,  fhort,  and/  ^'       ^' 

Spanifh  cloths,    in   the  year,r  ^^740     o 
from  1662  to  1663,  was    —  J 

In  the  year,  from  1668  to  1669  16602     o 


d. 

o 


The 


CI   O 

vo  a, 
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The  commodities  mod  profitable  to  France, 
imported  from  thence  hither,  were  linnens,  French 
wines,  brandies,  wrought  filk,  ordinary  paper, 
and  kid-fkins,  whereof  I  fhall  give  an  account  in 
the  diftinft  articles. 

£.        s.    d. 
2  g  TLinnen    —    —    —    —  183442     i     o 
French  wine,  7465  tun  —  268740     o     o 
Wrought  filk,  3684  pounds     30789     o     o 

i|rtI7^f"~'-^^}  38691  o  o 

<|  "    Brandy,  105911111 47655    o    o 

I  w  i  Kid-fkins,  6592  hundred        21131   10    o 

ti;i§l  

Total    590448  II     o 

S  2  TLinnen  —  —  —  —  183890  19  o 
S  §^  French  wines,  5726  tun  206136  o  o 
^  H§    Wrought  filk,  6408  pounds     14418     o    o 

•S'vS^^'i"'?  P'^''  ^'*'^'}  50710  6  8 
;^  Co        reams     —    —    —    -»      ^  ' 

^  "t    Brandy,  333  tun     —    —     19985     o     o 

^'^^    Kid-ikins,  4817  hundred        15665     5     o 

Total    490805  10     8 


r  fhall  now  proceed  to  fliew  how  trade  flood 
between  England  and  France,  from  Michaelmas 
1698,  to  Chriflmas  17 12,  during  all  which  time 
there  was  fome  fort  of  intercourfe  between  the  two 
kingdoms ;  and  this  account  comprehends  the 
out-ports  as  well  as  London. 
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In  the  inftance  of  France,  as  well  as  in  other 
countries  to  which  we  deal,  whereof  I  fhall  endca-^ 
vour  to  ilate  the  trade,  it  will  be  proper  I  fhould 
give  an  account  of  the  value  of  our  exported 
cloth,  viz. 

r      long  J 

Cloths  <     Spanifh     s  in  a  diftin^l  article, 
L     fhort         J 

that  this  honourable  board  may  fee  how  that  par«^ 
ticular  branch  of  our  exportation  rifes  or  falls. 


£.        s.    d. 

1699  I -5^  I  8634  15  o 
w  ^^  -^  17001 S  ^  1 12057  2  6 
g)  1788(0)  1701(^-1  I  3136  I  10 
8  I  1701 J  S  f  i702j^  >  I   182  10 


|(i698]efi699lf 
g  ]  16991-^  )  1700 1  2 


o 


Total      24010    9    4 

Firft,  From  the  foregoing  accounts,  this  ho* 
nourable  board  will  obferve,  that  before  the  war 
the  dealings  between  the  two  kingdoms  were  very 
confiderable  to  what  they  were  during  the  four 
years  of  peace. 

Secondly,  That  in  1662  and  1668,  the  balance 
between  the  exports  and  imports  was  very  much 
on  their  fide ;  that,  in  the  four  laft  years  of  our 
trade  thither,  we  over-balanced  them. 

Thirdly,  That  the  bulk  of  trade  between  both 
kingdoms  confided  of  but  a  few  particulars. 

Fourthly,  That  in  the  four  years  trade  (fuch  as 
it  was)  England  had  what  is  commonly  called  an 
over-balance  of  2449976/. 

It 
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It  has  never  been  popular  to  lay  down,  that 
England  was  not  a  great  lofer  by  the  French  trade ; 
but,  in  enquiries  of  this  kind,  truth  (hould  be 
more  hunted  after  than  popularity,  and  I  ihall 
endeavour  to  fet  this  matter  in  as  true  a  light  as 
the  nature  of  it  will  admit  of,  and  which  lies  fo 
obfcure  for  want  of  knowing  right  of  matter  of 
fa6t.  As  to  the  importations  and  exportations  of 
commodities  between  the  refpcftive  kingdoms,  fo 
far  is  beyond  contradiftion,  that  all  the  while 
England  flourifhed  and  grew  rich  by  an  extended 
traffick  (which  was  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign, 
down  to  the  year  1640)  that  the  two  countries  did 
not  load  one  another  with  prohibitions  of,  or  high 
duties  upon,  each  other's  produft  or  manufaAures, 
which  that  countiy  would  certainly  have  done 
that  had  found  ittelf  any  confiderable  lofer  by 
their  mutual  dealings,  which  muil  have  been  feen 
and  felt  in  fo  long  a  trad  of  time  •,  fo  that,  during 
this  fpace,  it  is  rather  to  be  prefumed  both  king- 
doms reciprocally  found  their  account  by  the  com- 
merce that  was  between  them.  During  the  afore- 
mentioned period,  the  ftrength  and  power  of 
France  was  not  become  formidable,  and  the  pro- 
digious growth  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  what 
employed  all  our  fears ;  but,  as  you  know,  about 
the  year  1660,  the  face  of  aifFairs  in  Europe 
changed,  the  Spanifli  monarch)r  was  declined, 
and  France  became  the  rifing  empire. 

And  it  rofe  fo  faft  as  to  beget  jufl:  apprehenfions 
to  England  for  our  future  fafety.  In  the  mean 
while  feveral  good  patriots,  perceiving  the  court 
then  fatally  running  into  French  intereft  and  mea* 
fures,  and  finding  it  would  be  difficult  to  engage 
the  people  (newly  come  out  of  a  civil  war)  to  fol- 
low and  join  with  them  in  more  national  councils, 
by  fpeculations  merely  political,  concerning  the 

pro- 
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progrefs  of  the  French  arms  and  power,  they 
thought  the  beft  courfe  to  awaken  Engliflimen  was 
to  alarm  them  about  the  danger  they  were  in  to 
lofe  their  trade,  and,  for  this  reafon,  nothing  was 
fo  common  as  to  cry,  *'  that  England  was  undone 
by  the  prodigious  over-balance  the  French  had 
upon  us."  To  this  purpofe  divers  cftimatcs  were 
delivered  to  King  Charles  11.  to  the  committees  of 
Council,  and  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
fometimes  the  court  gave  in  to  this  matter.  When 
great  fums  of  money  were  to  be  afked  in  parlia- 
ment to  carry  on  a  vigorous  war  againft  France, 
this  over-balance  was  made  ufe  of  malicioufly,  by 
fome  who  had  a  mind  to  diflurb  and  defame  the 
government. 

Whatever  over-balance  France  in  particular 
might  have  upon  us,  between  the  imports  from 
thence  and  our  exports  thither  (and  admit  this 
over-balance  to  have  continued  a  long  time)  it  is 
evident,  beyond  all  difpute,  that  England  was 
every  year  a  gainer  in  its  univerfal  trade ;  whereof 
nothing  can  be  a  ftronger  proof  than  the  Mint- 
accounts,  bullion  being  the  true  fuperlucration  in 
foreign  traffick,  and  plenty  of  bullion  occafioning 
a  great  coinage.  And  from  the  time  it  has  been 
fuggefted  we  carried  on  fuch  a  lafting  and  deftruc- 
tive  trade  with  France,  viz.  from  1659  to  the 
21ft  of  Dec.  1688,  the  Mint  had  full  employ- 
ment, fince  it  appears  from  the  Mint-rolls,  that 
there  was  coined  at  this  period  of  this  time, 

£.  s.  d. 
In  gold  —  —  6274858  I  o 
In  filver      4203628     6     2 


10478486     7     2 


If 
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If  England  has  fufFered  fuch  a  drain  as  the  lofs 
of  a  million  per  ann.  by  its  dealings  with  one 
fingle  country,  there  could  not  have  been  fuch  an 
immenfe  coinage  in  thofe  years,  nor  could  the 
bullion  we  received  from  Spain,  returned  as  the 
over-balance  we  had  in  trade  with  the  Spaniards, 
have  anlwered  and  made  good  fuch  a  conftant 
iflfue  \  from  whence  follows,  that  this  balance 
againft  us  of  a  million  yearly,  which  has  been  af- 
ferted  in  feveral  books,  and  in  memorials  laid 
before  the  King  and  Council,  and  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  muft  have  been  chimerical,  for  bye- 
ends  advanced  by  fome,  and  ignorantly  followed 
by  others.  But  in  cafe  of  a  general  peace  (when- 
ever it  (hall  happen)  it  is  eafy  to  be  forefeen  this 
difpute  will  always  laft.  They  who  may  defire 
the  continuation  of  the  war,  or  whofe  dealings  to 
other  countries  may  lead  them  to  obftruft  all  forts 
of  traffick  with  France,  will  affirm  fuch  an  over- 
balance :  they  who  underftand  trade  in  general, 
and  who  know  there  can  be  no  found  peace 
between  countries  when  there  is  not  a  fair  com- 
mercial treaty,  will  deny  it ;  from  whence  future 
animofities  and  breaches  may  poffibly  arife.  It  is 
therefore  humbly  propofed,  that  this  honourable 
board  will  direft  their  precept  to  the  commiffioners 
of  her  Majefly*s  cuftoms,  to  lay  before  you  the 
book  of  entries,  as  well  for  the  out-ports  as  the 
port  of  London,  from  the  year  1668  to  1688; 
from  which  books,  in  no  long  traft  of  time,  and 
at  no  great  expence,  an  extraft  of  all  the  exports 
and  iniports  between  both  kingdoms  may  be 
made,  for  as  many  of  thofe  years  as  you  in  your 
wifdom  (hall  judge  nece(rary. 

From  any  authentick  memorial  I  could  ever 
fee,  relating  to  the  lofs  or  gain  by  this  traffick,  it 
docs  not  appear  that  they  who  argued  either  way 

went 
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went  on  foundations  to  be  relied  on.  Conjedlures 
and  computations  are  commonly  to  be  anfwered 
by  other  conjeftures  and  computations  perhaps  as 
plaufible ;  but  demonftrations  from  matter  of  faft 
(fuch  as  the  propofcd  extracts  from  the  original 
entries  muft  be)  would  put  a  final  end  to  this 
difpute,  which,  for  near  30  years  together,  did 
occafion  long  and  warm  debates  in  parliament. 

A  reprefentation  to  the  late  King,  from  the 
lords  commiflioners  for  trade  and  plantations, 
bearing  date  Dec.  23,  1697,  aflerts,  that  the 
French  over-balanced  us  in  commerce  about  a 
million  per  ann.  and  they  mention  a  computation 
of  one  year,  where  the  exportations  from  thence 
hither  are  faid  to  amount  to  1,136,150/.  and  our 
exportations  thither  but  to  171,021/.  It  is  like- 
wife  there  laid  down,  that  there  were  imported 
from  thence 

I' 

Silks  to  the  value  of  —         —        300000 

Linnensto  thevalueof  —  -—  500700 
Wine  and  brandies  to  the  value  of  217000 

Total     1 01 7700 

But  in  the  two  years  whereof  I  have  an  account, 
there  are  no  fuch  large  importations.  They  like- 
wife  fay,  that  ann.  1685  there  was  20,000  tun  of 
wine  and  6000  tun  of  brandy  imported,  and  from 
ann.  1688  to  ann.  1689,  upwards  of  20,000  tun 
pf  wine  and  about  6000  tun  of  brandy.  As  to 
the  laft  year,  the  profpeft  of  an  approaching  long 
war  might  make  our  merchants  very  much  enlarge 
their  inveftments  from  thence ;  as  to  the  other 
inftances,  it  does  not  appear  how  the  fafts  arc 
grounded,  but  mofl  certain  it  is,  that  our  ex- 
portations to  France  never  amounted  to  near  a 

million. 
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million.  It  is  likewife  to  be  doubted,  that  the 
computations  delivered  to  the  late  King  in  1697 
were  not  right,  and  miftaken  either  in  the  quan- 
tity or  value  of  the  goods,  and  that  ancient  errors 
and  former  prejudices  were  rather  followed  than 
truth  confulted,  which  would  ftill  appear  more 
manifeftly,  if  the  old  books  of  entries  were  exa- 
mined. 

So  far  is  eafy  to  trace,  that  the  accounts  relating 
to  the  imports  from  France  hither  were  not  fairly 
ftated,  but  rather  calculated  to  pleafe  thofe  who 
did  not  like  that  trade,  than  to  inveftigate  the 
truth ;  for  I  obferve,  in  the  valuation  of  wines 
and  brandies  in  that  account  now  laid  before  you, 
and  might  be  extraded  from  accounts  laid  before 
King  Charles  II.  and  the  parliament,  about  the  year 
1680,  the  wines  are  valued  at  ^61.  per  tun,  and 
the  brandies  at  45/.  per  tun,  according  to  which, 
in  the  balance  between  the  exports  and  imports  of 
both  kingdoms,  the  amount  of  the  wine  and 
brandy  came  to 

I' 

Anno  1668    C   Wine        —         206136 
to  1669     X   Bnmdy        —        ^99^5 

■I  ^ 

Total     226121 

In  which  account  it  is  manifeft  that  thofe  liquors 
are  valued  as  the  retailers  fold  them  by  the  quart 
in  London,  and  including  the  prime  coft,  com- 
miflion,  freight,  cuftoms,  merchants  and  retailers 
gain. 

Whereas,  in  ftating  the  balance  between  two 
countries,  the  prime  coft  only  in  the  re^ectivc 
countries  fhould  be  calculated. 

Now  it  is  notorious,  that  about  that  time  the 
prime  coft  of  wine  was  about  8/.  per  tun,  and  of 

brandy 
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brandy  about  9/.  per  tun,  in  which  valuations  I 
appeal  to  all  the  old  experienced  merchants  who 
formerly  dealt  to  France ;  and,  according  to  this 
valuation,  in  ftating  the  balance  the  amount  will 
be 

Wine         _.  —  ——.        45808 

Brandy        —         —        — .         —  2977 

Total    48785 
Whereas  the  other  computation  is      —    226121 

Difference     177336 

Mr.  Culliford  has  indeed  valued  wines  and 
brandies  higher  for  the  year  1698  to  1699,  and 
fo  downwards,  but  that  might  proceed  from 
fcarcity  of  the  commodity  itfelf  upon  the  fpot, 
which  rendered  the  prime  coll  dearer,  or  other 
accidents ;  whereas  peace,  and  a  number  of  hands 
to  cultivate  the  vineyards,  will  probably  bring 
wines  and  brandies  to  their  old  price. 

There  is  the  fame  wrong  valuation  in  the  in- 
ftance  of  ordinary  paper,  viz. 

"    Paper  imported,  152,131   reams,! 
which  is  valued  at  6s.  8d.  per  ream,  J.  50710 
and  amounts  to 


OS 
VD 
VD 


ted,  152,131   reams,! 
at  6  s.  8d.  per  ream,  t 


Jg  ^      Whereas,  if  paper  were  valued  at! 
^    the  prime  coft,  as  it  is  in  my  books,  /      rr 
g     the    amount    of   fuch   a    quantity  T  ^     ^^ 

^  Lwould  be  but        —  —        J 

Difference    24088 

which  having  been  a  large  importation,  did  alfo 
make  a  great  difference  in  the  balance. 

In 
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In  1668  to  1669,  I  find  likewife  a  higher  value 
fet  upon  the  linnens  than  my  books  bear,  and  in- 
deed  upon  moft  commodities  of  French  growth  or 
manufafturc,  as  vinegar,  rape,  fait,  rozin,  prunes, 
turpentine,  annifeeds,  &c.    exceeding  probability 
of  truth,  whether  out  of  ignorance,  or  affeftation 
of  popularity,  this  honourable  board  will  be  the 
beft  judges,  if  they  arc  pleafed  to  call  for  the  re- 
prefentations  concerning  the  French  trade,  which, 
from  time  to  time,    have  been  laid   before   the 
Houfe  of  Commons  5    whereas,  in  the  value  of 
our  own  exports,  comparing  my  books  with  the 
computations  of  1668,  I  find  them  pretty  near  one 
another,  allowing  for  the  difference  of  time  be- 
tween 1668  and  171 1  :  therefore  the  French  trade 
having  been  fet  in  16  falfe  a  light,  it  is  no  wonder 
that,  for  40  years  together,  we  have  had  fuch 
notions  of  an  over-balance  upon  us,  which  might 
reafonably  provoke  the  parliament  fo  often  to  de- 
fire  a  prohibition  of  all  commodities  of  French 
growth   and  manufafture.     By   the   proceedings 
between  England  and  France,  irom  1660  to  1668, 
it  looks  as  if  both  countries  were  jealous  that  each 
gained  upon  the  other  in  their  trafBck,  and  lb  en- 
deavoured each  to  fecure  itfelf,  by  charging  the 
other's   importations  with  high  duties,    fome  of 
them   tantamount   to   prohibitions,    wherein   the 
French  feem  to  have  been  the  aggreflbrs  -,  which 
their  wife  Hate  would  hardly  have  done,  if  they 
had  been  fuch  gainers  in  the  balance  as  is  pre- 
tended, fince  retaliation  was  certainly  to  follow 
fome  time  or  other.     Before  the  year  1660,  they 
had  laid  a  duty  of  50  fols  per  ton  upon  Englilh 
fliippingi    and  the  aforementioned  report  takes 
notice,  the  French  King,  ann.  1654,  1660,  1664, 
and  1667,  had  increafed  the  duties  on  our  woollen 
manufacture,  our  lead,  tin,  coals,  tobacco,  fugar, 
I  fifh. 
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fiih)  and  other  conunodities,  and  reftraincd  the 
importation  of  our  woollen  goods  to  his  ports  of 
Calais  and  Dieppe,  and  otiier  commodities  to 
ibme  other  inconvenient  ports;  and  in  16S6  he 
laid  high  impoiitions  on  all  our  Eafl-India  goods 
fent  thither,  and  retrained  their  importation  to 
feleft  ports.  We  retaliated  in  1660,  by  our 
a£t  for  encouraging  and  encreafing  {hipping  and 
navigation,  which  fecures  our  trade  not  only  from 
the  encroachment  of  France,  but  of  other  coun- 
tries ;  there  we  lay  5  j.  upon  their  tonnage  till 
they  take  off  the  50  fols  upon  ours.  In  1668  we 
laid  a  new  impolidon  upon  their  wines  and  bran- 
dies for  two  years  :  in  1670  new  duties  were  laid 
upon  their  wines  and  vinegar  for  eight  years :  in 
1667  an  aft  pafled  to  prohibit  French  wine,  vine- 
gar, brandy,  linnen-cloths,  filks,  fait,  paper,  &c. 
for  three  years :  in  1678  an  additional  duty  was 
laid  upon  all  wines  \  mod  of  which  dudes  were 
continued  to  16S8. 

I  fhall  not  meddle  with  what  has  been  done  in 
both  kingdoms  fince  the  year  16S8,  in  regard  ic 
is  frelh  in  your  memories,  and  fliall  only  take  no- 
tice, that  the  dudes  are  fo  liigh  as  to  hinder  a  free 
trade  (diofe  upon  our  wooUen  manufafturc  cfpe- 
cially)  being  in  France  at  leaft  50  per  cent,  which 
is  worfe  than  a  total  prohibition. 

England,  without  doubt,  was  wanting  to  its 
own  intereft  in  the  fcven  or  eight  firft  years  of 
King  Charles  the  fecond's  reign,  in  not  retaliating^ 
time  enough,  with  high  duties  laid  upon  their 
goods,  the  high  impoiitions  they  had  laid  upon 
our  woollen  manufafturcs,  and  other  of  our  pro- 
duft.  If  we  had  fo  proceeded,  trade  would  have 
b-^cn  upon  an  equal  foot  between  us  -,  and  from 
the  belt  view  I  have  been  able  to  malcc  in  a  mat- 
ter fo  intricate,  and  at  fuch  a  diftance  of  time,  I 

Vol.  V,  B  b  am 
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am  rather  inclined  to  think  the  over-balance 
would  have  been  on  our  fide.  But  from  whence 
this  fupine  negligence  took  its  rife,  I  fhall  leave  to 
your  own  confiderations. 

You  fee  that  in  the  year  1699  there  is  an  ap- 
pearance of  an  over-balance  on  the  French  fide, 
and  their  imports  hither  exceeded  our  exports  thi- 
ther 432,884/.  but  whether  this  was  all  lofs  to 
England,  and  a  gain  to  France,  is  a  great  quef- 
tion. 

By  a  medium  of  three  years,  from  1699  to  1702 
inclufive,  the  exports  of  England  to  Holland 
exceed  the  imports  from  thence  hither  1,372,085/. 
per  ann.  and  yet  it  cannot  from  thence  be  argued, 
that  England  got  and  Holland  loft  all  this  money, 
for  if  fo,  at  this  iiiftant  (the  like  excefs  in  traffick 
going  on  every  year  to  this  time)  they  would  be 
exceeding  poor  by  their  trade  with  us,  and  we 
fliould  be  grown  very  rich,  which  few  take  to  be 
the  cafe.  But  admit  that  heretofore  we  loft  by 
our  trade  with  France  as  much  as  the  moft  extra- 
vagant computations  amount  to,  we  fhall  have  a 
fair  opportunity,  whenever  a  peace  comes,  to  fet 
this  matter  right,  and  to  prevent  luch  a  mifchief 
for  the  future,  in  regard  the  channel  of  trade 
throughout  Europe  has,  this  laft  20  years,  received 
fuch  confiderable  alterations. 

This  long  war  has  brought  feveral  of  the  com- 
modities that  chiefly  fwell  the  French  importa- 
tions hither  into  difufe,  or  we  are  fallen  into  a 
track  of  taking  goods  ferving  to  the  lame  purpofc 
from  other  countries,  or  we  ourfclves  have  at- 
tained to  a  good  manufafturc  of  thofe  goods, 
of  all  which  I  fhall  give  fome  p.irticular  in- 
ftances. 
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I  ft.  As  to  linnensi  which  heretofore  has  been 
reckoned  fo  large  an  importation,  and  fuch  a 
weight  againft  us  in  the  general  balance,  as  to 
our  traflick  with  France,  it  is  evident  that  in  this 
commodity  trade  has  taken  another  channel,  Yiz« 

From  France  into  Germany. 

c 

For  the  linnen  imported  from  France,!    00^ 
ann.  1688  to  1699,  amounted  to  J  ^   3  9^ 

And 

The  linnens  imported  from  Germany,!        gg 
ann.  1668  to  1669,  amounted  to         i  ^^^ 

Which  importations  of  Germany  linnens, T 
from  Chriftmas    1699     ^^  Chriftmasf 
1702,    at  a  medium  of  three  years, r  ^'973/ 
amounted  to  per  ann.  —  J 

From  feveral  obfervations  I  have  heretofore 
made,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Germans  have, 
for  fome  time,  changed  their  fabrick  of  linnen, 
but  efpecially  fmce  the  year  1688,  the  war  then 
begun  with  France  having  put  them  upon  making 
a  commodity  that  might  ftand  in  the  room  of 
French  linnens,  which  they  have  fo  much  outed, 
that,  whenever  a  peace  comes,  the  French  will 
hardly  be  able  to  retrieve  it  •,  but  this  will  be 
more  fully  handled  wlien  the  ftatc  of  the  German 
trade  (hall  be  laid  before  you:  befides,  we  arc 
come  to  a  good  manufacture  of  that  conunodity 
in  Ireland,  for  by  a  medium  of  feven  years,  there 
was  imported,  from  Chriftmas  1699  to  Chriftmas 
1705,  391,144  ells  per  ann.  and  the  manufafturc 
goes  on  fmce  that  time  increafing,  fo  that  there 
feems  no  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  French 
linnens  v/lli  be  hurtful  to  u?  in  the  balance. 

B  b  2  2dly, 
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2dly,  As  to  ordinary  paper,  the  import  thereof 
was  indeed  lar^e  in  the  year  1690,  as  has  been 
fhewn  before,  viz.  to  the  value  ot  50,710/.  But 
at  home  we  are  very  much  improved  in  that  ma^ 
nufa£hire,  and  though  we  are  not  come  up  to  the 
French  perfection  (and  never  can  without  a  linnen 
manufacture  of  our  own)  yet  what  we  make  and 
bring  from  other  parts  ferves  our  ufes,  infomuch 
that,  during  the  four  years  interval  of  peace,  the 
whole  importations  of  French  ordinary  paper 
amounted  to  but  7584/.  gs.gd. 

gdly.  As  to  kid-fkins,  another  confiderable 
importation  in  the  aforefaid  year  1699,  either  we 
malce  ufc  of  fome  leather  of  our  own,  for  womens 
gloves  and  other  purpofes,  in  the  room  of  French 
kid-flcins,  or  we  bring  them  from  other  parts,  as 
Holland,  Germany,  Ireland,  Eaft-Country,  Italy, 
Spain,  Scotland,  the  northern  countries,  &c. 
Thofe  imported  from  Holland  were  probably  of 
French  produft,  bought  there,  and  imported  here 
by  the  Dutch. 

4thly,  The  filk  manufacture  is  of  late  very 
much  improved  in  England,  fo  that,  in  cafe  of  a 
peace,  fuch  quantities  of  French  wrought  filks, 
as  heretofore,  will  not  probably  be  imported. 

Whereas,  in  the  four  years  and  quarter  -% 
interval  of  peace,  there  was  imported  f  723  13 
to  the  value  of         —        J 

But  what  of  this  rich  and  profitable  commodity 
might  be  run  during  that  time,  comes  not  within 
my  knowledge. 

5thly. 
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5thly,  As  to  wines  and  branding  in  cafe  of  a 
jveace,  diis  luxurious  confumption,  in  all  likely- 
hood,  will  lie  the  heavieft  upon  theEnglilh  in 
their  dealings  with  the  French,  the  ufe  and  ex- 
pence  of  them  having  gradually  increafed  almoft 
every  year,  from  1660  downwards.  To  open  this 
matter,  it  will  be  neceffary  for  me  to  fliew  the 
importations  into  this  kii^om,  of  wines  and 
brandies  (Rhenifh  excepted)  from  feveral  periods 
of  time,  and  from  feveral  countries. 

Imports  {  ^^2cs   }  anno  1668  to  1669. 


From  France, 

5726  tun 
333  ^^^ 


Italy. 


Nil 
NU 


Spain. 


6343  tun 
NU, 


Portugal. 

Nil 

NU 


From  which  account  it  appears,  the  general 
confumption  of  wines  and  brandies  (Rhenifh  ex^ 
ccpted)  in  England,  in  that  year,  was 


Wines 
Brandy 


"^j «- 


For  the  fubfequent  years,  to  the  year  1668,  as 
I  have  obferved  before,  mention  is  made  of  much 
larger  quantities  imported,  elpecially  French  wine 
and  brandy,  but  of  this  I  have  no  account ;  how- 
ever, it  is  obvious  the  great  ufe  of  thofe  liquors 
came  in  foon  after  the  Reftoration,  increafing 
every  year,  and  if,  in  1669,  there  were  imported 
any  Portugal  or  Italian  wines,  it  was  only  as  pre- 
fents  from  abroad,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  it 
was  entered  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  books. 

After  the  war,  the  trade  in  v/inc,  as  well  as 

divers  other  commodities,  took  a  different  channel. 

Bb  3  Imports 
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Imports  I  Bfj^^dj^  J  medium  for  three  years. 


FromFrance 


1245  tun 
1 18  tun 


Italy. 

1508  tun 
7  tun 


Spain  and 
Canaries. 

9309  tun 
621  tun 


Portugal. 


6897  tun 
20  tun 


From  whence  appears  the  general  confumption 
of  wines  ^Rheniih  excepted)  in  England,  by  4 
medium  or  three  years,  per  ann.  was 


Wine 
Brandy 


X8915    1 

—  277M 


tuns. 


This  honourable  board  will  here  take  notice 
that  though  little  wines  have  been  imported  from 
France  fincc  the  beginning  of  the  firft  war,  we 
have  been  fupplied  with  the  commodity  from 
other  places,  and  that  our  confumption  thereof  is 
increaled,  from  1669  to  1702,  6848  tun  per  ann. 
Since  the  breaking  out  of  the  firft  war,  little 
brandies  have  been  imported,  in  the  room  of 
which  are  come  home  made  fpirits,  drawn  from 
cyder,  melaffes,  wheat,  and  malt,  to  which  the 
common  people  being  now  accuftomed,  the  call 
for  French  brandies  will  probably  be  lefs  hereafter 
than  it  was  in  former  times. 

Before  I  clofe  the  article  of  wine,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  here  to  take  notice  of  the  Rhenifli  wines. 
From  my  manufcript  it  appears,  that  formerly  we 
did  not  receive  this  commodity  direftly  from  the 
Germans,  but  by  the  way  of  Holland,  for  under 
the  head  of  Germany  I  find  no  Rhenilh  wines  en- 
tered, but  under  the  head  of  Holland. 

In 
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In  the  C  »6^^  '°  ^^^3  iRhen.  wines  J  9^4  7 

And  from  the  years  1699  to  1702,  I  find,  by  a 
medium  of  the  faid  three  years,  from  Holland  and 
Germany,  Rhenifh  wine  imported  per  ann.  736  ^ 
tuns. 

From  whence  it  appears,  that  the  prohibition 
of  French  wines  has  not  increafed  the  confump- 
tion  of  Rhenilh  wine,  as,  to  the  beft  of  my  re» 
membrance,  was  expefted  at  that  time. 

In  the  years  1662  to  1668,  feveral  commodities 
were  carried  from  hence  to  France,  from  the  out- 
ports  only,  as  in  particular  fifh,  viz.  cod,  herrings 
red,  herrings  white,  and  pilchards ;  thefe,  with 
feveral  other  goods  from  the  out-ports  (if  an  ac- 
count of  them  could  be  procured)  might  perhaps 
bring  the  balance  to  be  much  lefs  againft  England 
than  has  been  commonly  fuggefted.  During  the 
three  firft  years  interval  of  peace,  filh  exported  to 
France,  in  proportion  to  the  other  traffick  we  had 
then  with  that  kingdom,  was  no  contemptible 
article,  the  value  whereof  follows  : 

L'       ^-   ^' 

From  C '^98  7     to      ^^99    ~    5062     69 

Chrift.  j  1^99  [  chrift.  ]  '7oo    -     7393    "61 
(.1700  J  L1701     —    2279     74 

From  what  has  been  already  opened  to  this  ho- 
nourable board,  it  fufficiently  appears  what  diffi- 
culty there  will  be  to  compute  any  fort  of  balance 
between  England  and  France,  unlefs  v/e  had  the 
entries  of  the  refpeftive  goods  between  the  inter- 
mediate years,  from  1669  ^^  ^^^9  >  ^"^  ^^  ^^^ 
may  be  taken  for  granted,    that  all   along  the 
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French  importations  increafcd  upon  us,  and  our 
cxportations  thither  diminiftied,  by  reafon  of  the 
high  duties  laid  upon  them  in  France,  which  we 
did  not  take  early  care  (as  I  have  obfcrved  before) 
to  retaliate  wuh  the  like  impofitions  upon  their 
produft  and  manufaftures,  in  order  to  put  the 
trade  upon  a  more  equal  foot  between  both  king- 
doms, but  to  what  degree,  during  thofe  19  years, 
they  had  an  over-balance  upon  us,  does  not  ap- 
pear i  and  if,  in  the  computations  from  time  to 
time  laid  before  the  publick,  the  Engli(h  goods 
exported  were  valued  at  the  prime  coft  here,  and 
the  French  goods  imported  were  valued  as  they 
were  fold  in  London,  with  cuftoms,  freight,  &c. 
upon  them  (which,  from  what  I  have  leen,  and 
by  the  beft  information  I  can  get,  appears  to  have 
been  the  cafe)  there  would  be  no  ccnfiderable  dif- 
ference in  the  value  between  the  merchandize  we 
carried  thither  and  what  we  brought  from  thence. 
But  here  will  arife  a  queftion,  how  far  the  ex- 
ccfs  between  the  exports  and  imports  may  be 
deemed  a  certain  rule,  whereby  to  judge  whether 
a  country  gets  or  lofes  by  its  trade  •,  for  if  it  were, 
in  the  years  1662  and  1668,  England  did  not  only 
lofe  by  its  trade  with  France,  but  was  over-ba- 
lanced in  its  univerfal  dealings  with  all  the  reft  of 
the  commercial  world,  as  the  following  abflraft 
from  my  old  account  plainly  ftiews : 

A         zrr    ^^  .cc      (Imports    —     40 1 601 9  18 
Ann.  1662  to  1663   {^^^^^,    ...    ^,^,,8,2    4 

The  exports  exceed  the  imports  1993207  14 

An„.,«»,o.66,{g;p    Zt^%^ 

The  imports  exceed  the  exports         %  1 32864  1 8 
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Here  you  may  pleafe  to  obfervc^  what  an  ap- 
pearance there  is  of  an  excefs  againft  us  all  the 
world  over  thofe  two  years,  in  which  no  man  in 
his  right  fenfes  will  deny,  but  that  we  carried  on 
a  thriving  traffick.  On  the  other  hand,  this  ho- 
nourable board  will  fee,  upon  perufing  the  an- 
nexed account,  viz.  an  abftraft  of  the  comparifon 
of  five  diftinft  years  of  exports  and  imports  from 
England  to  all  foreign  countries,  or  of  what  we 
re-exported  from  our  plantations,  and  of  our  Eaft- 
india  goods  •,  and  I  believe  it  has  been  the  fame, 
from  1688  to  the  time  the  books  of  my  office 
began,  and  continues  to  the  prefent  year,  diat  our 
exports  exceeded  the  imports  to  a  very  high  de- 
gree •,  however,  it  can  hardly  be  affirmed,  and  the 
merchants  upon  the  Exchange  will  fcarcc  agrees 
that,  during  this  time,  England  has  carried  on  a 
profitable  trade,  at  leaft  there  appears  no  over- 
balance returned  to  us  in  bullion,  to  fet  the  Mint 
at  work ;  contrarywife,  our  Ipecies  of  gold  and 
filver,  fmce  that  time,  is  by  deg-  ees  vifibly  dimi- 
nlfhed,  which  is  one  certain  fign  that  a  nation  car- 
ries on  a  lofing  commerce ;  but  the  untying  this 
knot,  and  folving  this  riddle,  upon  which  the 
forming  a  right  judgment  concerning  the  prefent 
pofture  of  our  trade  fo  much  depends,  will  more 
properly  be  done  when  I  come  to  treat  upon  the 
head  of  the  balance  between  us,  and  Germany  and 
Holland,  to  which  parts  our  exportations  feem  fo 
very  large. 
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GlNTLSMEK, 

BEING  direfted  by  your  precept  to  give  the 
exports  and  imports  between  England  and 
other  countries^  with  my  obfervations  how  the 
balance  of  trade  flood,  and  having  ilated  feveral 
matters  of  faft  on  the  head  of  our  trade  with 
France,  I  ihall  humbly  proceed  to  offer  what  has 
occurred  to  me  upon  this  fubjeft. 

ift.  That  it  is  utterly  impoflible  exaftly  to  ftate 
the  balance  between  our  country  and  another,  all 
trafHcks  having  a  mutual  dependance  one  upon 
the  other  •,  and  if  a  nation  gains  by  the  general 
bulk  of  its  whole  trade,  which  may  be  feen  in  a 
great  variety  of  inftances,  that  nation  is  no  more 
to  regard  how  the  exports  and  imports  ftand  be- 
tween them  and  other  countries,  than  hereby  to 
watch  what  impofts  their  neighbours  lay  upon 
what  is  imported  to  them,  and  proportionably  to 
lay  freih  impofitions  upon  what  they  receive  from 
that  country,  more  efpecially  if  they  are  ufcd  with 
notorious  hardlhip  by  their  neighbours. 

2dly,  That  though  fometimes  there  may  feem 
to  have  been  a  great  over-balance  between  us  and 
France,  yet  it  can  by  no  means  be  affirmed  that 
this  was  all  lofs  to  England,  fince,  from  this  over-, 
balance  muft  be  deduced  what  we  fhould  have 
brought  from  other  countries  for  our  neccffary 
confumption,  as  wine,  linnen,  filks,  and  divers 
other  goods,  fome  whereof  might  come  to  us  from 
France  at  eafier  rates  than  pernaps  we  could  have 
had  them  from  other  parts  •,  and  unlefs  reafons  of 
ftate  intervene,  the  body  of  a  trading  nation,  col- 
leftively  confidered,  is  to  look  out  where  foreign 
goods  are  lo  be  had  at  the  lowcft  prime  coll, 

which 
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which  is  not  only  national  gain,  but  profitable  to 
the  merchant. 

3dly,  That  in  laying  fuch  duties  and  prohibi- 
tions, it  is  to  be  well  weighed,  whether  your  own 
people  will  really  bar  theiiifelves  feveral  luxurious 
coniumptions,  for,  if  not,  you  will  deal  to  great 
difadvantage ;  as  for  inftance,  if  you  prohibit 
French  wines,  and  yet  will  have  them,  it  muft 
come  from  a  third  hand  •,  to  that  third  hand  you 
are  forced  to  fell  your  native  produd:  at  a  cheap 
rate,  and  to  pay  them  dear  for  what  they  import 
from  foreign  parts,  fo  that  both  ways  the  third 
hand  gains,  and  you  lofe,  and  they  are  highly- 
paid  for  the  carriage. 

4thly,  That  high  duties  and  impofitions  not 
only  break  fome  of  the  links  in  the  chain  of  trade, 
but  they  generally  end  in  a  war  between  thofe 
nations  where  they  are  made  ufe  of  frequently, 
and  with  great  marks  of  anger. 

5thly,  That  the  beft  courfe  of  putting  a  flop  to 
lofing  trades  are  fumptuary  laws  and  good  exam<^ 
pies  from  the  court,  which  may  effedually  difcou^ 
rage  foreign  falhions  and  the  ufe  of  foreign  appa- 
rel :  this  does  the  work  without  giving  offence  to 
your  neighbours  by  prohibitions,  which  beget 
fuch  animofities  between  countries  (one  ftill  out- 
vying the  other)  when  injuries  of  this  kind  arc 
begun,  that  at  laft  a  third  people,  as  Mr.  Mun 
remarks  in  his  book  of  trade,  runs  away  with 
thofe  trafficks  by  which  both  were  formerly 
gainers  :  that,  generally  fpeaking,  there  is  no- 
thing more  needful,  to  know  whether  a  nation 
gets  or  lofes  by  their  commerce,  than  to  contem- 
plate whether  their  luxuries  increafe  or  diminilh, 
or  are  at  a  ftand  ;  but  when  falhions  are  minded 
^t  courts,  and  toys  bear  ftaple  rate,  then  does  a 
country  lofe,  not  get,  by  the  balance  of  trade. 

6thly, 
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6chly9  That  a  country  whofe  wealth  and  fbength 
very  much  depends  upon  dealings  eictended  to  all 
the  known  world,  fhould,  if  polfible,  avoid  lofins 
its  traffick  with  any  confiderable  country.  England 
may  be  looked  upon  as  a  general  merchant,  who 
ihould  be  ftoitd  with  commodities  to  invite  and 
pleafe  all  forts  of  dealers,  and  we  fhould  have  a 
variety  of  ^oods  to  fort  our  cargoes,  which  cannot 
be  had  while  there  is  fuch  a  gap  as  a  total  inter^ 
miflion  of  commerce  with  a  country  abounding  in 
fe  many  produds,  natural  and  artificial,  as  France 
has  always  been;  and  if  we  did  not  confume 
among  ourfelves  all  the  eflfe^b  heretofore  brought 
from  thence,  but  fent  part  of  them  abroad,  to 
carry  on  our  trade  with  other  nations,^  we  might 
not  be  lofers  in  the  balance,  though  the  imports 
from  thence  might  exceed  the  exports  thither; 
that  fuch  an  excefs  between  the  exports  and  im- 
ports as  has  been  on  our  fide  for  feveral  years  in 
our  trade  with  Holland,  is  not  always  profitable 
to  a  country,  and  only  fhews  that  a  finsle  nation 
draws  from  us  thofe  commodities  which  we  ufed 
to  export  to  feveral  countries  with  more  advan- 
tage; and  it  muft  undoubtedly  be  better  for 
Englifh  merchants  to  do  their  own  bufinefs,  than 
to  have  it  done  by  others, 

7thly,  That  if  all  trades  were  not  fb  linked  to- 
gether in  their  nation  as  they  arc,  we  might  fafcly 
prohibit  or  put  a  clog  upon  the  traffick  of  that 
country,  where  we  think  ourfelves  the  lofers,  but 
it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  this  can  be  done 
without  difturbing  other  parts  of  our  general 
commerce ;  and  I  have  heard  men  of  great  judg- 
ment and  experience  in  thefe  matters  affirm,  that 
without  our  dealings  with  France,  the  French 
could  not  have  dealt  with  Spain  and  Italy,  and 
without  the  commerce  that  was  between  France, 

Spain 
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Spdb  and  Italy,  our  traffick  with  the  Spaniards 
and  Italians  had  not  been  fo  large  and  profitable 
as  it  was  in  thofe  days. 

Sthly,  That  our  trade  would  be  but  upon  a 
narrow  bottom,  if  we  confined  ourfelves  to  the 
meer  barter  of  our  own  produft,  for  fuchproduft 
of  other  countries  as  our  own  confumption  re- 
quires ;  but  our  foreign  dealings  have  been,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  hereafter  will  be,  upon  a  belter 
foot ;  and  we  are  conilantly  to  aim  at  a  fuperlu- 
cration  of  wealth,  in  times  of  peace,  that  may 
fupport  us  in  times  of  war.  We  are  farther  to 
confider,  that  befides  the  goods  of  our  native 
growth,  we  have  a  vaft  produft  from  our  planta- 
tions, and  a  great  variety  of  commodities  from 
the  Eaft-Indies,  to  be  re-exported  to  other  coun- 
tries, which  cxhauftinK  our  bullion,  will  be  de- 
tiimental  to  us,  unlets  fold  abroad  ;  for  which 
reafon  we  are  to  court  as  many  foreign  markets  as 
poflibly  we  can,  to  put  no  bar  to  the  trade  with 
any  country,  and  to  be  well  fatisficd,  if,  upon 
the  whole,  our  own  produft  and  re-exported 
goods  find  a  fufficient  vent. 

9thly,  That,  generally  fpeaking,  the  trades  of 
thofe  countries  are  more  gainful,  to  which  wc 
carry  more  commodities  of  ours  than  we  import 
of  theirs  from  thence,  but  this  rule  does  not  al- 
ways hold  •,  as  for  example.  In  the  Italian  trade, 
the  excefs  is  of  their  fide,  and  yet  it  is  generally 
agreed  we  are  gainers  by  that  traflick,  and  the 
o/er-plus  is  returned  to  us  in  bullion  or  bills  of 
exchange.  In  the  Spanifli  trade,  the  excefs  be- 
tween the  exports  and  imports  was  fometimes  en 
theirs  and  fometimes  on  cur  fide,  and  yet,  upon 
the  whole,  we  were  ever  gainers,  and  it  is  from 
thence  our  vaft  quantities  of  bullion  were  formerly 
derived.    In  the  Poi*tup^al  trade,  the  cxcefji  between 

the 


382  Report  to  the  Commt^ners 

the  imports  and  exports  was  alwavs  of  our  fide, 
but  more  efpecially  fince  we  have  nad  no  dealings 
with  Spain,  infomuch  that  we  almoft  drained  them 
of  their  filver  coin,  and  begin  to  break  into  their 
modydas  of  gold ;  and  when  1  come  to  lay  before 
you  the  Spanifh,  Italian,  and  PortUjgal  trades,  you 
will  fee  that,  fince  the  breach  with  Spain,  our 
Portugal  trade  alone  very  much  exceeded  the 
dealings  we  had  before  the  laft  war  with  Italy, 
Spain  and  Portugal  all  tocher,  and  the  over- 
balance was  returned  to  us  m  bullion,  or  bills  of 
exchange  upon  Italy  and  other  places  y  nor  are  we 
always  gainers  in  the  balance,  where  the  excels 
between  the  exports  and  imports  is  conftantly  on 
our  fide,  with  a  very  large  overplus,  as  in  the 
inftance  of  Holland,  which  will  be  farther  ex- 
plained when  you  have  an  account  of  that  trade. 

The  premifes  confidered,  it  is  humbly  fiibmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  this  honourable  board,  how 
far  England,  from  1660  to  1688,  might  be  lofcrs 
by  the  trade  with  France ;  Great-Britain,  at  that 
time,  had  no  marks  upon  it  of  a  nation  declining 
in  wealth  and  commerce  -,  the  intereft  of  money 
was  low,  the  fpecics  of  gold  and  filver  abounded, 
the  middle  rank  of  men  had  a  large  proportion  of 
plate  among  them ;  after  a  general  conflagration, 
the  city  was  rebuilt  in  a  few  years,  magnificent 
publick  edifices  were  erefted,  the  farm-houfes 
every  where  were  in  good  repair ;  the  tonnage  of 
mercantile  ftiipping  infinitely  exceeded  what  we 
have  at  prefent,  the  culloms,  with  the  low  duties 
then  lying  upon  the  merchant,  produced  in  one 
year,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  account,  from 
Michaelmas  1676  to  Michaelmas  1677, 

I.      s.  d. 
828,200  17  4 
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All  which  I  humbly  conceive  to  have  been  the 
cfFcfts  of  a  profperous  and  extended  trade,  from 
whence  we  had  accumulated  fuch  a  mafe  of  riches 
as  has  enabled  us  to  carry  on  this  long  and  ex- 
penfive  war,  with  no  figns  vifible  to  the  reft  of 
Europe  of  our  being  yet  reduced  in  ftrength  and 
power. 

I  fhall  not  fo  far  oppofe  old  and  received  opi- 
nions, however  (lightly  grounded,  as  not  to  grant, 
that  from  the  time  the  t  rench  laid  fuch  high  du- 
ties on  our  woollen  manufaftures,  as  in  the  years 
1660,  1664,  and  1667,  reftraining  their  importa- 
tion to  two  ports,  and  from  ann.  1686,  when  they 
began  to  lay  high  impofitions  upon,  and  other 
ways  to  cramp  our  Eait-India  exports  thither,  we 
might  begin  to  fuffer  in  our  dealings  with  France, 
though,  for  divers  reafons  founded  in  matters  of 
fad,  I  muft  totally  differ  in  the  quantum  v/ith  the 
computers  of  thofe  days,  fome  of  which,  and 
among  the  principal  leaders  (as  I  have  been  well 
informed)  whilft  they  were  exclaiming  againft  this 
over-balance  in  1677,  took  care  to  lay  in  vaft 
ftocks  of  French  brandy,  by  which  they  made  no 
fmall  advantage  to  themfelves,  whatever  England 
was  to  get  by  the  intended  prohibition. 

It  has  always  been  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  are 
well  verfcd  in  the  nature  of  trade,  that  a  wife  ftate 
fhould  never  enter  into  prohibitions,  but  upon  the 
utmoft  neceffity,  and  upon  the  matureft  delibera- 
tion ;  for  the  moft  fagacious  man  cannot,  in  the  be- 
ginning, forejudge  all  the  ill  efFefts  fuch  a  way  of 
proceeding  may  afterwards  produce,  how  far  it  may 
break  or  interrupt  dealings  with  other  countries, 
or  what  branches  of  profit  it  may  utterly  lofe  and 
drive  quite  into  another  channel,  where,  in  times 
to  come,  fuch  branches  may  always  fettle. 

2  The 
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The  French  began  to  make  this  breach  in  good 
neighbourhood,  and  dealt  with  us,  as  ^  they 
thought  the  genius  of  France  had  got  a  perfedt 
maftery  over  the  mnius  of  England,  otherwife  they 
would  not  have  to  impoied  upon  us  in  matters  of 
this  nature,  where,  though  our  court  would  not 
lee,  the  people  muft  needs  feel,  and  where  the 
le^flature  was  certain  to  be  alarmed,  and  at  lait 
to  interpoie. 

As  the  duties  now  ftand  upon  the  refpedive 
produft  and  manufaAure  of  both  kingdoms,  there 
can  be  no  free  trade  between  them,  without  which 
there  can  be  no  found  and  compleat  peace;  io 
that,  whenever  the  war  determines,  their  mutual 
intereft  will  incline  them  to  liften  to  terms  of  a 
fair  commercial  treaty,  fuch  as  ought  to  be  be- 
tween countries  who  have  no  intentions  to  enter 
into  a  new  war. 

This  confideration  has  led  me,  in  obedience  to 
your  precept,  to  open  to  you  (as  far  as  all  the 
light  I  am  able  to  procure  will  guide  me)  how  the 
trade  ftood  between  us  and  France  heretofore, 
from  whence  your  own  wiidom  will  coUeft  how  it 
is  like  to  ftand  hereafter.  I  have  ihewn  that,  as 
to  their  chief  natural  produft,  wine,  we  arc  fallen 
to  deal  with  Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy,  for  that 
commodity,  which  ferves  the  middle  rank  of  men 
(who  muft  always  be  reckoned  the  great  con* 
fumptioners)  as  well  as  French  wine ;  and  as  to 
brandies,  that  our  own  home-made  fpirits  are 
come  into  their  place.  It  has  likev/ifc  occn  ob- 
ferved  to  you  in  their  manufadure,  that,  as  to 
linnen,  we  have  it  from  Ireland  and  Germany, 
where  the  traffick  for  that  commodity  fcems  to  be 
in  a  fettled  channel. 

Laftly,  That  we  ourfclvcs  are  irrprovcd  in  the^ 
makii^g  of  filk  and  paper,  fo  that,  whenever  a 
2  peace 
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peace  comes,  though  the  trade  between  both  king- 
doms fliould  be  as  free  and  open  as  ever  it  was, 
there  will  not  be  the  lame  want  of,  or  call  for, 
French  imporutions  as  formerly  \  all  which  muft 
needs  be  as  well  known  to  the  councils  of  France 
as  upon  the  Exchange  of  London,  for  which  rea- 
ibns  we  may  juftly  infift  on  fuch  a  treaty  of  com* 
merce  as  may  put  us,  for  at  leaft  an  age,  out  of 
idl  fears  to  be  over4>idanced. 

As  the  war  has  atered  the  channel  of  trade  in 
moft  countries,  fo  the  (uperiority  the  Queen's  arms 
have  had  in  this  (harp  dilute  has  placed  her 
Majefty  in  a  higher  and  more  glorious  condition 
of  treating  with  other  countries  than  her  predecef- 
ibrs  have  lately  been ;  and  as  her  power  governs 
the  peace,  fo  it  will  be  able  to  didate  the  articles 
and  terms  on  which  it  is  to  be  founded,  efpecially 
when  fhe  is  to  treat  with  a  country  that  at  leaft 
ftands  full  as  much  in  need  of  our  goods,  as  we  do 
of  theirs :  our  importations  from  thence  have 
chiefly  been  of  matters  ferving  to  luxury,  and 
which  may  be  had  from  other  places,  whereas  our 
exports  thither  have  generally  been  of  ufcful  com- 
modities, and  not  to  be  had  at  fuch  eafy  rates 
from  any  other  country,  as  lead,  tin,  and  the 
woollen  manufaftures,  fo  that,  if  both  kingdoms 
can  agree  upon  juft  and  equal  duties  to  be  laid  on 
their  refpeftive  commodities,  a  free  trade  with 
France  can  never  be  dang»»rous  to  England,  and 
as  to  an  over-balance,  that  nation  wUl  h?ive  it 
who  has  the  moft  convenient  ports,  whofc  people 
are  moft  induftrious  and  beft  ikilled  in  the  aflTairs 
of  traffick,  and  who  moft  abound  in  natural  or 
artificial  produAs,  neceflary  to  the  common  ufes 
cr  ornament  of  life. 

Vol.  V,  C  c  It 
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It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  fundamental,  that 
there  can  never  be  an  open  trade  between  us 
and  France,  unlefs  the  duties  are  leflened  on  both 
fides-,  but  the  additional  impofitions  here  being 
appropriated  as  funds  for  feveral  loans,  how  far 
abatements  in  thofe  high  duties  can  be  made, 
with  due  regard  to  preferving  credit,  muft  be  de- 
termined by  the  wifdom  of  parliament  •,  but  fo  far 
may  be  fafely  advanced,  that,  in  times  of  peace, 
the  more  the  merchant  is  cafed,  the  larger  our  im- 
portations will  be ;  the  cuftoms  will  rife  better, 
and  the  lenders  upon  the  fund  will  have  a  more 
ample  fecurity,  which  will  be  obvious  to  thofe 
who  confider  what  a  fmall  fum  the  high  impofi- 
tions upon  trade  have  produced  to  the  pubfick, 
and  that  this  revenue,  which,  in  proportion  to 
the  taxes  laid  upon  it  from  time  to  time,  fliould 
have  raifed  four  millions  per  ann.  produced,  by  a 
medium  of  three  years,  viz. 


From  Chrifl:.  1708    to   Chrifl:.  1710,1 
inclufive,  nect  into  the  Exchequer    3 

Whereas  the  tonnage  and  poundage,^ 
including  fome  farms,  the  new  im- 
pofitions upon  wine,  vinegar,   the 
duty  on  tobacco  and  fugar,  the  duty  . 
on  French  linnen,  brandy  and  filk,  ^ 
produced,  for  the  year  ending  the 
29th  of  Sept,  1688,  nett  into  the 
Exchequer        


I' 

1615033 


1015472 


Difference         5995^^ 


So 
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So  that  thcfe  variety  of  additional  cuftoms, 
which  have  brought  fuch  a  milerable  load  upon 
trade,  come  actually  no  more  in  aid  to  the  pub- 
lick,  and  towards  the  difcharge  of  loans,  than  the 
laft-mentioned  fum  \  and  this  low  produce  from 
fuch  high  duties  is  a  fign  but  too  vifible  how 
much  our  forei.in  trafnck  is  diminifhed.  It  is 
true,  we  have  been  fupponed  all  along  by  the 
large  exports  we  have  made  of  our  native  product, 
and  our  plantation  and  £aft-India  goods;  but 
what  will  there  be  for  our  product  and  manufac- 
tures m  times  of  peace,  when  other  countries  can 
cultivate  their  own  lands,  and  fet  their  own  people 
to  work,  is  a  great  queftion.  Therefore,  to  re- 
pair the  breaches  this  long  war  has  made  upon 
the  kingdom,  our  bufinefs  mult  be  to  enlarge  and 
encourage  foreign  trade,  and  to  get  wealth  by  the 
fame  method  our  anceftors  attained  to  it,  which 
was  to  deal  with  all  countries  that  would  fell  us 
their  goods  and  take  off  our  conunodities  *,  which 
has  been  the  courfe  whereby  our  neighbours  the 
Dutch  are  come  to  make  fuch  a  figure  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  who  will  be  always  ready  to  take 
up  any  part  of  foreign  trafiick  we  are  fo  imprudent 
to  abandon. 

No  imagination  can  be  vainer  than  to  think 
that  trade  is  to  be  ruled  and  circumfcribed  by  art; 
it  muft  be  fufFered  to  take  its  own  natural  courfe, 
and  not  be  interrupted  by  prohibitions,  or  high 
duties  equal  to  prohibitions,  unlefs  upon  provo- 
cation from  other  countries.  They  who  think  to 
promote  the  confumption  of  their  own  native  pro- 
duft,  by  an  univcrfal  difcouragcment  of  foreign 
goods,  will  find  themfelves,  in  proccfs  of  time, 
to  have  little  or  no  trade,  and  that  their  own  com- 
modities Iliail  remain  a  drug  upon  their  hands. 
Cc  2  A 
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A  larg^  exportation  of  our  own  produft,  fuch  as 
we  have  had  for  thcle  laft  23  years,  is  cercunly 
very  gcxxl  for  England ;  and  if  we  had  not  had 
ity  we  could  not  have  pdd  our  troops  abroad, 
without  drawing  away  aU  the  fpecies  of  gold  and 
filver :  but  the  necelfity  of  the  call  for  our  goods 
may  ceaie  or  leflen,  and,  in  fuch  a  cafe;  the  na- 
tions who  receive  our  conunodities  will  expeft  we 
Ihould  take  off  a  due  proportion  of  theirs,  which 
excdfive  duties  render,  imprafticable.  If  we  ex- 
peft  to  have  large  dealings  in  the  world,  we  mufl: 
treat  others  no  worfe  than  they  treat  us ;  we  muft 
buy  as  well  as  fell,  and  not  flatter  ourfeivcs  with 
the  hopes  of  llibfifting  merely  by  the  exportations 
of  our  own  growth  and  manufafbure. 

if  the  duties  upon  the  refpeftive  commodities 
of  both  kingdoms  could  be  laid  with  fuch  a  due 
proportion,  as  neither  may  have  any  apparent  ad- 
vantage over  the  other,  which  is  the  moft  either 
iide  can  in  juftice  and  reafbn  expeft,  the  number, 
fafety,  and  commodious  fituation  of  the  ports  in 
her  M^efty's  dominions,  together  with  the  good- 
nefs  and  utility  of  our  native  produ6b,  will  at  all 
times  render  us  fuperior  in  an  open  trade  with 
France. 

It  is  obvious  enough  what  muft  be  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  both  countries ;  England  wi  1  dcfire  that 
our  woollen  manufactures  and  Eaft-India  goods 
may  not  be  reftrained,  by  old  or  new  edicts,  to 
inconvenient  ports,  and  that  a  reafonable  part  of 
the  high  duties  laid  on  thofe  goods  may  be  taken 
off:  France  will  likewife  propofe  to  be  eafed  in 
the  high  impofitions  laid  upon  their  wines  and 
brandies,  linnens  and  paper ;  and  both  fides,  if 
they  intend  to  have  an  intercourlc  of  trade,  will 
wifh  to  fee  the  tarifie  reduced  to  the  terms  of  that 

time. 
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time,  when  both  kingdoms  traded  together  upon 
a  more  equal  foot,  which  might  be  about  the 
years  1664  and  1667. 

Whatever  matters  of  luxurious  vanity  ¥re  here- 
tofore brought  from  thence,  or  fliould  we  plunge 
ourfelves  into  all  the  ezceflive  follies  of  our  fa- 
thers, this  will  be  iufficicntly  over-balanced,  if 
we  can  have  a  free  vent  for  our  Eaft-India  goods 
in  France;  for  I  have  heard  experienced  mer- 
chants affirai,  that  fix  of  them,  for  feveral  years, 
exported  thither  to  the  value  of  300,000/.  per  ann. 
in  Eaft-India  commodities;  and,  all  Europe  over, 
muflin  is  come  into  the  room  of  lace ;  Ukewife, 
no  lar^  bulk  of  our  fine  draperies,  when  a  free 
ufe  of  them  is  allowed  in  France,  will  pay  the 
prime  coft  of  fuch  wines  and  brandies  as  we  may 
want  from  thence. 

When  trade  Ihall  be  put  upon  this  equality  of 
duties,  it  will  foon  be  vifible  where  the  over- 
balance of  profit  lies.  It  may  be  well  remembered 
what  vaft  quantities  of  gold  came  over  hither  from 
France  during  the  four  years  interval  of  peace  : 
experienced  mercliants  vnll  alfo  tell  you,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  fevere  edifts  againft  it,  large 
fums  of  gold  were  brought  from  thence  to  England 
in  fpccie,  in  the  times  of  King  Charles  and  King 
James  the  fecond,  which  might  be  one  of  the  oc- 
cafions  that  6,200,000/.  in  guineas  were  coined  in 
thofe  two  reigns ;  whereas,  if  we  had  been  fuch 
lofers  in  the  balance,  our  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver 
muft  have  been  fent  thither,  whereof  notliing  ap- 
pears. 

It  is  further  to  be  confidered,  that  the  woollen 

manufa<5h]re  is  not  fo  infeparably  annexed  to  the 

Engiifh  foil,  but  other  countries  may  attempt  it, 

peradventure  with  fuccefs.     Looms  have  been 

Cc  3  elfe- 
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eUewhere  let  up,  whatever  mterruptions  they  may 
have  met  with  from  a  long  war  that  has  entertained 
fo  many  hands,  but  when  thofe  hands  are  dif- 
armcd,  they  muft  be  employed  in  the  works  and 
arts  of  peace :  therefore,  to  promote  in  foreign 
markets  the  vent  of  this  commodity,  upon  which 
the  people  of  England  fo  much  depend,  we  may 
fafcly  recede  from  fome  points  ot  advantage  in 
trade  of  importance  to  us. 

If  our  circumftanccs  can  permit  us  to  meet 
fuch  of  our  neighbours  as  are  willing  to  concur  in 
meafures  to  eafe  one  another  in  the  high  duties 
that  are  fo  great  a  weight  upon  our  mutual  deal- 
ings, this  dangerous  rivaUhip  may  perhaps  ceafe, 
and  they  may  no  longer  think  it  thcjr  intereft  to 
fet  up  a  manufafture  not  fo  natural  to  them  as  to 
us,  and  wherein,  let  others  do  their  utmoft,  we 
Ihall  always  excel  the  reft  of  Europe. 

To  preferve,  for  future  ages,  the  balance  of 
trade  on  our  fide,  where  it  is  generally  fixed  ever 
fince  we  began  to  look  abroad,  no  better  expe- 
dients occur  to  my  obfervation,  than, 

I  ft.  Never  to  ereft  the  chief  of  our  ftren^h, 
nor  to  employ  the  bulk  of  our  expences  hereafter, 
m  land-armies  to  be  paid  abroad  -,  for  though  con- 
ftant  fuccefles  ihould  attend  us,  and  though  all 
the  while  our  native  produft  fhould  find  a  fufficient 
vent  in  foreign  markets  (which  has  been  our  cafe 
more  eipecially  for  thefe  nine  years  laft  paft)  yet 
the  maintaining  and  paying  our  troops  in  fuch  a 
war,  muft  interrupt  all  the  profits  to  be  expcfted 
from  trade,  and  give  the  refult  of  our  hazards  and 
induftry  to  that  country  in  or  hear  whofe  domi- 
nions the  war  is  managed,  and  leave  us,  at  the 
foot  of  the  account,  lolers  in  what  is  cdled  the 
balance* 

adly. 
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adly.  To  avoid  prohibitions,  where  neceffity 
does  not  compel  us  to  retaliate  for  the  like  ufage. 

3dly,  Moderate  duties,  fuch  as  may  not  difcou- 
rage  other  countries  from  dealing  with  us,  and 
encourage  our  own  people  to  place  their  cffefts  in 
trade  where  their  wealth  beft  operates  to  the  pub- 
lick  good. 

4thly,  To  enlarge  our  foreign  bufincfs  as  much 
as  poffible,  whercunto  we  are  the  better  enabled 
by  the  immenfe  fums  now  riling  in  bills,  {locks 
and  tallies,  which,  by  the  eafinefs  of  their  transfer, 
will  very  probably  be  found  in  praflice  to  ferve  all 
the  ufes  of  trade,  as  well  as  the  fpecies  of  money, 
cfpccially  when  a  firm  peace  mall  have  placed 
thofe  credits  upon  a  furer  foundation  than  they 
ftand  at  prefent. 

Importation  of  buUfon,  as  has  been  remarked 
before,  is  one  of  the  principal  figns  that  a  country 
drives  a  gainful  traffick:  on  the  contrary,  whe- 
ther it  be  for  the  ufes  of  trade,  or  for  the  payment 
of  troops,  if  we  annually  export  more  bullion 
than  from  any  view  can  be  thought  to  come  to  us 
from  abroad,  we  muft  be  lofers  in  the  general  ba- 
lance •,  and  in  this  cafe,  neceffity  bv  degrees  muft 
have  carried  off  our  coin,  cither  in  Ipecie  or  melted 
down. 

Till  the  year  1695  there  was  no  account  kept 
(at  leaft  that  ever  1  could  meet  with)  ot  the  foreign 
gold  and  bullion  exported,  fince  which  time,  viz. 
May  I,  1695,  and  in  14  years  8  months  (as  may 
be  Icen  in  rhe  annexed  paper)  there  was  exported 
of  foreign  1  old  coin  and  bullion,  and  foreign  filvcr 
coin  and  bullion,  to  the  value  of 

6,542,904    15   2  1 

C  c  4  Add 
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Add  to  this,  the  coin  in  gold  and  filver  carried 
away  by  the  officers  and  others  for  their  expences, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war  downwards,  amount* 
ing;  in  the  Whole  to  a  very  confiderable  fum ;  be« 
li^s,  moft  of  the  IhippinK  was  before  the  regifter, 
and  whatever  the  nine  milSons  of  hammered  money 
in  tale  wanted  of  weight,  was  dipt  away,  melted 
down,  and  exported;  and  allowing  thefe  nine 
millions  to  have  been  diminifhed  but  a  third  in 
weight  by  the  clippers  (a  moderate  compuution) 
we  mult  have  loft  this  way  three  millions ;  fo 
that,  from  1688  to  this  time,  our  exportation  of 
bullion  muft  have  been  every  year,  in  a  large 
proportion,  greater  than  our  importation  thereof 
could  poiTibJy  be,  efpecially  when  we  refleft  what 
a  long  interruption  there  has  been  in  the  com- 
merce with  Spain,  from  whence  moft  of  our  filver 
was  derived 

Some  that  may  have  an  intereft  to  defire  the 
continuation  of  the  war  (I  mean  the  principal 
dealers  in  ftocks  and  uUies)  who  have  tx^en  the 
only  real  gainers  by  it,  will  pretend  that  it  has  not 
in  the  leaft  degree  damajged  England;  but  the 
landed  men  will  find  and  feel  hereafter,  more  than 
perhaps  at  prefcnt,  the  faUhood  of  this  afiertion : 
they  ground  their  opinion  upon  the  large  expor- 
tation of  our  produd,  goods  and  manufadures, 
which  we  have  had  for  many  years.  This  vent 
abroad  has  indeed  been  our  fupport,  and  without 
it  we  muft  have  been  impoverifhed  beyond  re- 
trieve ;  but  our  income  from  thence  has  not  fo 
anfwered  our  expence,  as  to  leave  us  in  near  that 
condition  of  wealth  wherein  we  flouriihed  before 
the  war  ;  which  point  fhall  be  more  fully  handled 
when  I  come  to  fpeak  of  the  trade  between  Eng- 
land and  Holland. 

a  Some 


firfiatmg  the  PubUck  Accounts.      393 

Some  of  thdc  matters  Ihould  be  pafled  over  ia 
filence  by  me,  if  thejr  could  be  judged  fecrets  of 
empire,  and  not  to  be  touched  upon ,  but  the 
nature  of  our  funds  is  fuch,  as  expoles  the  pofture 
of  our  affiurs  to  all  who  will  give  themfelves  the 
Jeafl:  trouble  of  looking  into  our  debts  at  home, 
and  expences  abroad :  oefides,  I  conceive  myfelf 
bound,  bjr  the  oath  I  am  to  take  at  the  difcovery 
of  this  report,  to  conceal  no  obfervation  that  may 
have  occurred  to  me,  relating  to  the  balance  of 
trade  which  your  precept  requires  mc  to  lay  be^ 
fore  you. 

In  fuch  an  extended  traffick  as  we  formerly 
carried  on,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  where  we 
loft  (all  trades  being  fo  interwoven  with  one  ano« 
ther)  though  it  may  be  eafy  to  point  out  where 
we  chiefly  gained;  but  it  may  be  falely  pro* 
nounced,  tbut  a  country,  whofe  dealings  are  uni- 
verfal,  will  have  profit  from  the  whole,  which 
profit  will  be  vifible  in  the  increafe  of  com  and 
bullion. 

We  owe  the  original  of  our  riches  and  naval 
power  to  the  generous  and  enterprizina;  fpirit  of 
our  fore-fathers,  who  compafled  all  the  globe  to 
make  difcoveries  and  obtain  fettlements  in  the 
new  world,  which  the  Spanilh  monarchy  hoped 
wholly  to  engrofs.  We  were  not  then  difcouraged 
by  Ihipwrecks,  difappointments  and  lofs  of  car- 
goes :  when  an  enterprize  failed,  others  were 
ready  to  undertake  it,  and  this  great  and  national 
ftock  was  generally  carried  on  at  the  expences,  and 
by  the  publick  zeal  of  private  men,  till  we  came 
to  have  a  confiderabie  fliare  with  the  Spaniards  in 
America,  where  doubtlefs  we  had  enlarged  our 
dominions  after  the  death  of  King  James  the  firft, 
but  for  the  troubles  with  which  the  beginning  of 

King 
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King  Charles  the  firft*s  reign  was  attended,  and  but 
for  the  civil  wars  that  not  long  after  fucceeded, 
and  which  fo  many  years  employed  our  thoughts 
and  forces. 

But  now,  when  there  is  fo  fair  a  profpect  of  a 
lafting  peace,  and  when  the  terms  of  that  peace 
will  probably  give  England  fome  recompence  for 
the  expeniive  war  this  kingdom  has  carried  on  to 
preferve  the  liberties  of  Europe,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
we  have  an  opportunity  of  procuring  to  ourfelves 
a  new  branch  of  trade  that  will  make  us  amends 
for  what  we  may  have  fufFered  by  our  fteady  af- 
feAion  to  the  common  caufe. 

I  fhall  not  expatiate  upon  this  fubjeft  till  I 
come  to  lay  before  you  an  account  of  our  planta- 
tions,  to  which  head  more  properly  belongs  what 
may  be  faid  in  relation  to  the  advantages  we  may 
promife  to  ourfelves  from  the  South-Sea  trade ; 
and  at  prefent  I  (hall  only  crave  leave  to  offer, 
that  there  are  feveral  parts  of  America  fcarce  in 
the  poffeffion  of,  or  at  leaft  hitherto  unconquered 
by  the  Spaniards,  where,  if  we  can  obtain  fafe 
tod  convenient  fettlement,  we  fliall  have  fuch  op- 
portunities of  vending  our  native  produft  and  ma- 
nufaftures,  and  of  bringing  from  thence  goods  for 
our  own  and  the  ufe  of  other  countries,  as  may, 
in  procefs  of  time,  fo  increafe  the  general  bulk  of 
our  trade,  as  apparently  to  give  us  that  over- 
balance fo  much  fought  after,  and  which  is  only 
to  be  had  by  dealings  every  where  extended. 

The  South-Sea  Company  have  a  llock  capable 
to  embrace  and  bring  to  a  happy  conciufion  any 
large  undertaking.  It  is  well  known,  gold  and 
filver  are  not  wholly  confined  to  the  parts  now 
pofTefTed  by  Spain,  and  if  frefh  mines  could  be 
liifcovered  and  opened,  it  could  never  prejudice 

z  the 
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the  Spaniards  *,  for  the  wants  and  avarice  of  the 
world  increafe  fo  fall,  that  thde  metals  are  never 
like  to  become  a  drug  by  their  plenty,  as  other 
commodities  are  wont  to  do. 

But  fuppofin^  the  Indians  are  determined  to 
conceal  their  mines  from  us,  as  they  have  done 
from  the  Spaniards,  yet  there  are  provinces  in 
America  lying  now  uncultivated,  fo  rich  and  fer- 
tile, that  plantations  may  be  there  made  with 
more  advantage  to  their  mother  kingdom  than 
any  yet  in  our  pofleflion ;  and  if  we  can  be  once 
well  fixed  there,  with  colonies  able  to  defend 
themfelvcs,  it  is  impoflible  but  that,  between  the 
Spaniards  and  Indians  (both  defirous  of  and  want- 
ing our  commodities)  we  muft  make  fuch  a  fuper* 
lucration  as  will  help  to  reflore  to  the  veins  ot  the 
body  politick,  that  life-blood  which  for  many 
years  has  been  fo  carelelsly  exhaufted. 

But  to  bring  to  perfeftion  fo  great  a  work  as 
the  fettlements  of  a  new  traffick,  we  muft  imitate 
the  pcrfeverance  of  our  anccftors,  and  patiently 
wait  the  benefits  of  time,  and  not  (like  our  neigh- 
bours the  French)  grow  weary  of,  and  throw  afide 
the  thoughts  of  any  dealings  wherein  the  returns 
are  not  immediate :  we  are  rather,  in  this  point, 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  Dutch,  who,  in  their 
Eaft-India  management,  never  fo  much  confult 
the  prefent  as  future  advantages. 

The  South-Sea  Company,  as  their  ftock  is,  or 

Erobably  will  be  much  the  largeft,  fo  they  feem  to 
e  upon  a  more  lafting  foundation  than  the  other 
ibcipdes,  in  regard  they  are  to  continue  till  their 
mighty  capital  can  be  repaid  •,  for  which  reafon 
they  are  more  bound  to  confult  the  good  of  pofte- 
rity  than  others  who  have  not  the  fame  profpeft  of 
duration.    From  the  beginning,   the  Eaft-India 

Company 
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CoaqNmj  had  doubt  Ids  turned  thdr  trade  to 
raoie  natioiial  profity  if,  from  time  to  time,  their 
tenns  in  it  had  been  longer  \  they  would  have 
better  fortified  their  fetdements,  and  in  thofib  wide 
dominioos  thejr  had  opportuniucs  to  enlarge  thdr 
dealings,  fo  as  to  have  vended  all  the  while  greater 
quantities  <^  our  native  product,  and  to  have  ex- 
ported \s&  bullion,  which  would  have  made  that 
trade  not  lb  invidious  as  it  has  ever  been. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  the  South-Sea  Company  will 
take  warning  by  their  errors,  and  endeavour  to 
render  their  traffick  as  nation;d  as  they  can  poflibly 
contrive  to  make  it.  To  become  the  darlings  of  the 
people,  they  muft  make  large  eirportations  of  our 
native  produd,  and  confiderable  importations  of 
bullion,  to  fiipply  what  of  neceflity  mil  be  carried 
oflf  every  year  by  the  Eaft-Land  and  Eaft-India 
trades. 

A  nation  which  is  obierved  to  enlarge  its  foreign 
bulinels,  to  proceed  in  it  with  courage  governed 
by  condud,  to  have  a  transferable  ftock,  as  Eng- 
land now  has,  of  about  50  millions  in  the  fiinds, 
which  may  be  employed  in  the  ufes  of  trade,  to 
have  fuch  a  valuable  product  of  their  own,  and 
fuch  variety  of  goods  the  growth  of  their  planta* 
tions,  and  other  countries  to  re-export  where  pro- 
fit can  be  found,  muft  carry  the  market  through- 
out the  world,  if  they  will  exert  their  ftrcngth  and 
riches,  as  far  as  people  ought  to  do  who  intend  to 
preferve  themlelves. 

War  is  commonly  the  time  for  private  men  to 
make  their  fortunes  out  of  the  publick  •,  peace 
ihould  be  the  proper  time  for  the  publick  to  get 
by  the  induftry  of  private  men,  to  which  induftry 
the  ftate  fhould  give  all  reafonable  encouragemenc 
and  help,  and  render  trade  as  Ltde  burihtrnrGmc 

to 
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to  the  merchant  as  the  circumftance  of  affairs  will 
admit  of. 

If  this  courfe  be  taken,  we  (hall  have  the  over- 
balance of  trade,  not  only  with  France,  but  moft 
of  our  other  neighbours :  we  Ihall  make  provifion 
for  another  year,  which  is  not  impoflible,  let  a 
peace  be  never  fo  well  fettled  for  the  prefcnt ;  and 
v/e  fliall  lay  the  foundation  for  fuch  a  fort  of 
treafure  as  may  not  be  liable  to  the  variety  of 
accidents  to  which  paper-credit  will  ever  be 
obnoxious. 


All  which  is  humbly  fubmittcd  to  this  ho- 
nourable board,  by 
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The  COMMISSIONERS,  ^r. 

PART    II. 


IN  what  (hall  be  faid  upon  this  fubjcA,  the 
fame  method,  in  a  great  meafure,  fhall  be 
followed,  as  was  obferved  in  treating  of  the 
trade  between  France  and  England :  from  the  old 
manufcript  remaining  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  there 
ihall  be  laid  before  this  honourable  board  an  ac- 
ccwnt  of  the  imports  and  exports,  with  the  excefs, 
for  the  years  1663  and  1669,  which,  as  occafion 
offers,  (hall  be  compared  with  the  imports  and 
exports  of  the  years,  from  1699  to  1704,  with 
this  caution,  that  the  manufcript  from  whence 
the(e  accounts  are  extracted  does  not  include  thefe 
out-ports.  Notice  (hall  lilcewife  be  taken  of  the 
Vol.  V.  D  d  principal 
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cnmmodidcs,  rdpcSiveiy,  whidi  conipofe  the 
lra£ck  chat  is  between  bock  countries.  You  fhall 
have  ii.cewife  2  partioilar  accaunc  cf  the  toIuc  oif 
the  nnc  draperies  enccrcd  for  exportation.  Acd 
firft,  as  to  the  general  exports  and  imports^  tiz. 

f  from  Mich,   r   -  ^'   ^   ^' 

ztez,  to     J    ^^-^^      ^5iJ7f  " 

%  \  

^  I  imports  exceed  the  exports    386160    4 


u 


^ 


from  Mlch- 


rrom  :>iicn-    r    -        ^         ^ 

,663,  to     J    ™P^^  501674  16 

Mich.  1669,  i  °P^^*  ^78044  15 

imports  exceed  the  exports  323630     1 


In  this  place,  as  was  intimated  before  upon  the 
head  of  F  ranee,  there  is  wanting  an  account  how 
matters  ftood  between  us  and  Holland  firom  1669 
to  1696 :  but  here  follows  the  firft  five  years  efti- 
matc  cf  the  ten  years  trade  your  precept  requires 
mc  to  ky  before  you. 
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4^4     'R^rt  to  the  CamniffiotterSf  &c. 

From  thefe  accounts  two  points  are  to  be  ob- 
iervvd.  ifl:.  That  in  the  years  1663  and  1669, 
our  dealings  with  Holland  were  inconliderable  to 
what  they  h.ve  been  fincc  the  beginning  of  the 
Br&  war,  anc.  itill  continue  to  be.  idly.  That  in 
the  laid  two  years  we  brought  from  thence  much 
more  of  their  commodities  than  we  carried  of  our 
produA  thither,  fo  that,  according  to  the  vulgar 
notion^  the  balance  of  trade  at  that  time  was  much 
to  their  advantage. 

Note,  That  m  the  years  2663  and  1669  our 
exports  thither  confifted  but  of  45  articles  of  the 
rated  goods,  whereas  now  the  faid  articles  are  in« 
creal'ed  to  the  number  of  at  leaft  120,  or  130, 
and  fo  proponionably  in  the  goods  paying  at 
valorem. 

In  the  faid  years  our  principal  exportations  thi- 
ther  were  the  woollen  manufafhire,  tin,  lead, 
wrought  brafs,  melafles,  allum,  wrought  filk, 
butter,  and  morkins. 

And  the  principal  importations  from  Holland 
were  linnens,  wroueht  mk,  thrown  filk,  threads, 
incles,  fpicery,  macUer,  battery,  ftock  fifli,  whale 
fins,  hemp,  flax,  unwrought  copper,  Rhenilh 
wine,  faffiower,  and  iron  wire }  of  which  {>rir.cipal 
articles  the  refpedive  values  Ihall  be  here  inferted, 
that  you  may  have  before  you  fome  view  of  our 
former  dealings  with  that  country. 
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4o6  Report  to  the  CdmmiJJioners 

Note,  From  the  port  of  London,  in  the  year 
1663,  there  was  exported  of  corn  to  Holland 
from  hence  but  to  the  value  of  54/.  and  in  the 
year  1 669  none  at  all.  How  it  ftood  as  to  tobacco, 
Eaft-India,  and  other  re-exported  goods,  I  cannot 
find,  becaule  the  old  manufcript  annexed  to  the 
firft  report  takes  no  notice  of  any  re-exportations. 

In  the  following  abftraft  of  the  principal  articles 
of  our  exports  to,  and  imports,  from  Holland, 
you  will  find,  as  to  the  imports,  no  material  dif- 
ference to  what  they  were  in  the  year  1669  ;  but  as 
to  our  exports  thither  you  will  fee  them  increafed 
to  a  very  great  degree,  which  I  conceive  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  alterations  wliich  war  has  made  in 
the  channel  of  trade. 

This  honourable  board  will  have  before  tjiem, 
annexed  to  this  report,  a  ftate  at  large  of  the  trade 
between  England  and  Holland  for  five  years,  viz. 
from  Chriftmas  1699  to  Chriftmas  1704;  but  in 
the  comparifon  I  am  about  to  make  (to  avoid  pro- 
lixity) I  fhall  only  inftance  the  years  from  1702  to 
1703,  wherein,  of  the  five  firft  years,  our  mutual 
dealings  were  the  largeft. 


-\nno 
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Anno  1703. 

An  account  of  the  eight  principal  articles  of  the 
Englifh  produft  and  manufafture  that  weic 
exported  to  Holland,  viz. 

Woollen  manufadhirc,  at i; 

Ton  C.  qr.  lb. 
Lcrffodcr.    |36^„,.^} 

WroiightbrafsjC.    41  2  o    o  at 

Melalfes,  nil.         ■ 

Silk  wrought,  4221  lb.  at  — — 

Butter,  2425  firkins,  at      

Morkins,  13,600,  at  ■ 

Tin,  4671 — 2 — o    at        ■■ 


I'      i' 

d. 

395^^    4 

0 

38283  8 

0 

186  15 

0 

0  0 

0 

7386  15 

0 

2364  7 

6 

121  10 

0 

17051      2 

HI: 

Total     1404920    2     5f 

Whereof  the  fine  drapery,  or! 

cloths,     long,     fhort,     andf  ^ 

Spanifli,  are  6643!  pieces,  f     9^^^7  ^5    o 
valued  at        —  J 


C    r/:   *)Total  exports  of)      ^  ^ 
Ann.5  '^^9  Lhe  eight  princi- f    '53799 
i»7«3  Lai  articles    -5  ^-1^4920 


ID      O 

a     51 


Difference     1251120  12     51 

Among  thefe  eight  articles  I  have  not  included 
corn,  which  is  now  fo  large  a  part  of  our  exporta- 
tions  to  Holland,  becaufe,  in  the  year  1669,  frDni 
the  port  of  London,  we  carried  none  thithtrr. 
But  I  fhall  here  take  notice,  that  in  the  year  1703 

Dd  4  tucre 
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there  was  entered  for  exportation  to  the  value  of» 

in  all  forts  of  grain, 

£.      s. 
VrfxTfx  J  London        i— —        —     12202  15 
'"^°*  lOut.ports         . —168067    o 

Total     180269  15 

This  exportation  has  every  year  increafed,  from 
1703  to  17x0,  as  the  boa^  may  obferve  from 
the  corn  account  axmcxed  to  tne  firft  report, 
by  which  it  appears,  that  in  this  branch  of  tra4e 
we  have  m  a  great  meafure  fupplanted  thofe  nor- 
thero  couAtrics  from  whence  Holland  was  hereto- 
fore fumiihcd  with  grun. 

So  far  as  to  our  own  native  produft.  What 
exporution  we  mide  to  Holland  m  1669,  of  our 
planution,  Eaft-India,  and  other  foreign  goods, 
does  not  appear  to  me;  but  I  have  reafons  to 
think  they  niifht  be  in  proportion  to  the  exports 
of  our  product  and  manufamires^  and  ihall  now 
proceed  to  lay  before  vou  an  account  of  fome  of 
the  principal  articles  0/ foreign  goods  re«exported 
by  certificate  (in  tinoe.) 

Anno  1703.    Grocery  wares. 

C  fr.   Jh.        £.        s.    d. 
Almonds  iweet,      855    2    5  a;    2238  27    2^ 

Currants,    —      5121  u  27  at    9474    5  11 
Ginger  diTt  —     J471     1     8  at    3200    2     5} 
Sugar,       «— -^  30616    3  JO  at  99603     8  10 


Total     214416  14    5 
Dfuggs 
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Druggs  vocat. 

Ih.  £.      s.  d. 

Balfam  natural) —    2^65  at  —  1812    o  o 

Bqoix  refined,    —    3080  at  —  1078     o  o 

Caflea  lignea,     —  33409  at  —  4454  10  8 

Jallap                     ■  27683  at  —  4037     2  i 

Muflc      —    3359 1  at  ~  2^s9     5  o 

Long  pepper,     —  16607  at  —  2283     9  3 

Pincall,       59687  at  —  13449  11  6 

Wonxifeed,     ■            6265  at  —  1409  12  6 

Total    31883  II     o 

There  are,  befides  the  abovefaid  druggs,  up- 
wards of  40  fevcral  forts  more  exported  to  Hol- 
land, to  the  value  of  16,765/.  whereof  the  molt 
confiderable  are  myrrh,  nux,  verina,  quick-filver, 
fcammony,  fhcll-lake,  ftick-lake,  turpentine  com- 
mon, and  Vermillion. 

Wood  for  Dyers  vocat. 

Ten.  C.  qr.  lb.  £.  s.  d. 

Braziletto  —     3516     o     o  at  849  3     o 

Fuftick      —     71     2     o  16  at  949  2  11 

Logwood  —  864     3     3     I  at  12873  17     71 

Redwood  —     10    o    o    o  at  545  o    o 

Total     152 1 7     3     6t 

Tobacco, 

Entered      for     exportation     7  /-     ^       . 

7.356,4701b.  at"^ }   »«59o  16    Of 

Wccl 
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Wool  vocat. 


Barbary  wool    1 

Carmenia  wool  /     to  the     i    ^©^^  ,  • 

Cottonwool      f  value  Of  }   ^Soo    3  li* 
Span,  h  wool     J 


The  feveral  articles  of  the  Eaft-India  goods  re- 
exported to  Holland,  ann.  1703,  are  too  many  to 
be  enumerated ;  but  I  have  annexed  to  this  report 
a  particular  ftate  of  the  value  of  all  Raft-India 
goods,  as  well  prohibited  as  unprohibited,  that 
were  exported  to  Holland  in  four  diftinft  years,, 
from  Chriftmas  1701  toChriftmas  1705,  to  which 
the  board  may  have  recourfe  for  their  own  obfer* 
vation;  but  for  the  year  1703,  both  together 
were  valued  at  345,647/.  6s.  4^.  i.  In  all  forts  of 
foreign  goods  my  ledgers  keep  a  particular  ac- 
count orgoods  exported  in  time,  and  out  of  time, 
and  for  the  year  on  which  I  am  now  ipeaking  of 
are  as  follows : 


Anno  1703. 

Total  value  of  the  principal  articles  of  1 

the  re-exportd,  by  certificate,  in  time,  >  604652 
to  Holland ^ 


Total  value  of  the  principal:  articles  of  ^ 
the  re-exports,  by  certificate,  out  of  >  37309 
time,  to  Holland        — —  3 

And 


firjiating  the  Ptiblick  Accounts.     411 

And  is  laid  before  you  to  fliew  what  a  pr^udice 
is  brought  upon  the  trade  of  England  by  the  high 
duties  hid  upon  all  commodities,  joined  with  the 
fhort  and  narrow  limitations  of  time  allowed  for 
drawbacks  upon  debentures,  in  the  re-exportation 
of  the  faid  goods.     There  can  be  no  greater  profit 
to  this  kingdom  than  what  arifcs  from  the  vent 
abroad  of  what  our  induftry  brings  to  us  from 
other  countries.     The  high  excifes  lately  impofed 
have  rendered  arts  and  labour  dear  at  home,  and 
confcquently  raifed  the  price  of  our  native  produft 
and  inanufaftures  ;   fo  that,   when  the  neceflity 
ceafes  among  our  neighbours,  it  is  probable  there 
will  not  be  the  fame  call  for  them  as  there  has 
been  of  late  years ;  for  which  reafon,  in  our  fu- 
ture trafiick,  we  muft  not  lay  our  chief  depen- 
dance  upon  the  exportation  ot  our  own  produft, 
which  will  be  liable  to  many  accidents,  and  there- 
fore  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  encourage  and  make  ealy 
in  foreign  markets,  as  much  as  pofiiblc,  the  fale 
of  our  own  plantation  goods,    the  prime  coft 
whereof  comes  to  us  at  a  low  rate,  from  the  ferti- 
lity and  cheapnefs  of  land,  though  labour  be  dear 
in  thofe  parts,  till  a  good  icttlement  of  the  African 
trade  fhall  have  made  Negroes   cheaper.     Our 
plantation  goods  are  not  fo  neceffary  abroad  as  to 
mvite  over  any  confiderable  quantity  with  a  load 
of  duties  upon  them  5  and  you  fee  the  article  of 
goods  exported  (out  of  time)   amounts  to  bur 
37,309/.  whereas,  if  the  merchant  had  been  at 
liberty  to  chufe  his  own  market,  his  re-exporrr.t:cii 
had  been  larger.     Tobacco,  fugars,  dn;gg5,  and 
wood  for  dyers,  &c.  brought  from  America,  and 
re-exported,  are  in  a  manner  as  profitable  cj  xhz. 
pubiick  as  if  the  value  thereof  were  brought  iiome 
*m  bullion ;    upon  v/hich  account  the  mcrch.-nt 

Ihouli 
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jbould  be  freed  from  all  unreafonable  and  needlefs 
itftraint.  But  upon  this  head  I  (hall  further  en- 
large,  by  the  \yj^  when  I  come  to  op^n  the  matter 
of  drawbacks  lb  far  as  to  the  principal  exports 
from  England  to  Holland  \  ana  now  as  to  the 
imports  trom  ttxence  hither. 

I.        $.    d. 

Xinncn,  to  the  value  of  —  213701  19  11 

Wrought  filk,  6809;;  lb.  at  15322     2     6 

Thrown  (ilk,  12,3051b.    at  15966    o    o 

Threads,  to  the  value  of—  51138     5iif 

Spicery,  113,607 lib.  at  —  27469  10     3 

^     Juices,  to  the  value  of     —  16860    4    4 

^j  Battery,  3298-0-0      18961  19  11 1 

o     Stock-fi(h,  10,000       150    o    o 

g  J  Whale-fins,  C.  1 136— 3— 9  at  9094  12  11 

^  J  Hemp,    —    2452—2—0  at  ao6i  13     6 

^    Flax,    4642— 2-23  at  8124  14     %l 

2  !  Unwfoughtcop.         2       at  200 

S, .  Rhcni(h  wine,  3673  tun,  at  17447     8     7 

S     Safflower,     nil.  000 

Iron  wire,  C.  429—3—0    at  ^793     7     6 

Madder,      15154— 2—1     at  24843     o    4& 

C  r  Brandy,  tun  203-1-1 6  at  6202  13     9 
•2  \  Wainlcot  boards,    1  _^ 
>  ^   i55>053>  at  —   I 


CO 

O 


10490      I     O 


Total    440629  15    2i 

In  ftating  thc(e  comparifons,  to  help  the  reader's 
memory,  1  muil  be  fometimes  compelled  to  repe- 
titions* 


Gro6 
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Grofs  importations  from  1 1 699     50 1  ^74  i  $  o 

Holland,  anno  31703     522413     9  7I 

'^ —  ^ 

Difference      20738  13  7f 

Imports  of  the  principal  1  ^^ 

articles  from  Holland,  f '^^9     421401  12  o 

anno        J '7^3     440629  15  2* 


Difference      19228    3     ai 

But  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light,  I  fliall 
give  an  account  of  the  whole  exports  and  imports 
between  both  countries  for  fevcn  diftinft  years, 
from  Chriftmas  X698,  to  Chriftmas  1705,  viz. 
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From  the  foregoing  accounts  it  appears,  that 
our  imports  from  Holland  have  continued,  for 
fcveral  years,  in  a  manner  at  a  ftand,  feldom  ex- 
ceeding half  a  million  per  ann.  for  we  bring  from 
thence  but  very  little  more  than  we  brought  in  the 
year  1669,  viz. 

C 

Imported  ann.  1705             __     557216 
Imported  ann.  1669  501674 

Difference        —     55542 

It  is  true  this  account,  extracted  from  the  old 
manufcript,  docs  not  include  the  out-ports,  which 
would  increafe  the  article  above  one-fourth  part, 
whereas  our  exports  to  Holland  have  every  year 
increafed,  and  Ibme  years  the  excefs  on  our  fide 
has  been  1,500,000/.  but,  by  a  medium  of  feven 
years,  almoft  1,400,000/.  per  ann.  But  whether 
or  no  this  feeming  over-balance  in  trade  with  the 
Dutch  be  to  the  profit  of  this  kingdom,  fhall  be 
impartially  examined  and  ftated  in  the  fcquel  of 
this  report. 

If,  according  to .  the  vulgar  notion,  this  large 
over-balance  had  been  all  clear  gain  to  England, 
it  would  have  been  fome  kind  of  recompence  for 
the  interruptions  fo  long  a  war  has  brought  to 
other  branches  of  our  foreign  traffick ;  but  it 
fhall  be  opened  to  this  honourable  board,  that 
nothing  can  be  more  fallacious,  than,  bccaufe  a 
country  takes  off  more  of  our  commodities  than 
we  do  of  theirs,  to  argue  from  thence,  that  our 
dealings  with  that  country  are  always  beneficial  to 
us,  and  that,  when  this  happens,  there  is  a  con- 
ftant  fuperlubration  on  our  fide. 

If,  for  thefe  laft  23  years,  the  Dutch  had  fo  far 
augmented  their  luxuries  as  to  want,   for  their 

Vol,  V.  E  e  own 
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Sm  confumption,  that  vaft  bulk  of  commodities 
^hcv  have  conftantly  fetched  from  this  kingdom^ 
and  if  we  had  been  all  along  fo  reformed  in  our 
manners  as  to  ftand  in  little  need  of  foreign  goods, 
Holland  muft  have  been  great  lofers,  and  we 
great  gainers,  by  the  dealings  that  have  been  be- 
tween \u. 

If  they  had  not  found  thei<p  accounts  in  the  pro- 
digious quantity  of  efieifls  annually  exported  thi- 
ther from  hence,  and  if  fo  wife  a  ftate  had  per- 
ceived itfelf  to  carry  on  a  lofing  trade,  they  would 
have  put  a  ftop  to  this  mifchief,  either  by  prohi- 
bitions of,  or  nigh  duties  upon  our  produdt  and 
manufa£hire,  for  which  they  had  a  fufiicient  pre- 
tence, from  the  additional  impofitions  we  have 
been  compelled  to  lay  upon  their  linnens  and 
other  goods  ;  but  they  have  been  too  prudent  to 
be  frighted  with  the  talfe  appearance  of  an  over- 
balance, well  knowing  the  more  they  brought 
from  hence,  the  better  opportunities  they  had  to 
enlarge  their  general  trafficks. 

When  we  examine  into  the  particulars  of  this 
great  exportation,  we  find  moll  of  it  to  confift  in 
commodities  not  for  their  own  confumption,  but 
rather  to  be  re-exported.  To  begin  therefore 
with 

The  Woollen  Manufaftures. 

Our  export  of  this  commodity  to  Holland  was 
heretofore  but  inconfiderable,  viz,  ann.  1663, 
but  68,199/.  ^^'^* 

Anno  1669         — 79953  ^^ 

Anno  1703         —  1339526    o 

Difference    —  1259572  10 

Which 
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Which  is  well  near  the  whole  over-balance  we 
are  thought  to  have  in  our  trade  with  Holland. 

The  value  of  our  exports  to  Holland,  in  three 
articles  only  of  the  woollen  goods,  amounts  to 
more  than  quadruple  the  value  of  our  exports 
from  London  thither  (certificated  goods  excepted) 
formerly  did,  viz. 

Anno  1669,  the  faid  export  178044 

Anno  1703,  the  export  of  perpetua-  >        c     *, 
nas,  ferges  and  ftuffs         j    79  5  7 

It  cannot  be  well  imagined,  that,  in  34  years> 
the  Dutch  are  fo  incrcafed  in  numbers  of  people, 
wealth  and  luxury,  as  to  want  fuch  quantities  of 
thefe  commodities   for   their  own   confumption, 
over  and  above  what  they  were  wont  to  call  for, 
from  whence  muit  follow.    That  they  purchaie 
thofe  immenfe  cargoes  to  re-export  to  other  coun- 
tri<;s,  and  fo  they  are  become,  m  a  more  extended 
degree  than  heretofore,  the  carriers  of  our  commo* 
dities  to  foreign  markets;    that  is  to  fay,  they 
fupply  thofe  parts  which  we,  for  want  of  induftry, 
have  not  embraced,  or  where  our  traffick  has  been 
interrupted  by  the  war.     It  is  eafy  to  prove  that, 
for  the  laft  20  years,  great  parcels  of  our  fine 
draperies,  and  other  woollen  manufadures,  went 
into  France  through  Flanders,  by  the  connivance 
of  governors,    and    by    compofitions   with    the 
French  farmers,  to  the  value  (as  I  am  well  in- 
formed, when  in  Holland  about  fix  years  fincc) 
of  near  300,000/.  per  ann.     Since  the  trade  with 
the  Spaniards  has   been  interrupted,    they  mull: 
have  carried  of  the  fame  goods  great  quantities  to 
Portugal,  otherwife  how  could  they  difpofe  of  all 
the  baize  fent  from  hence  to  Holland,  which  ar- 
ticle of  baize,  from  1690  to  1704,  amounts  to,  at 
£  e  2  a 
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a  medium  of  the  faid  five  ye$u-s,  92,526/.  per  ann. 
a  larger  proportion  than  they  can  poflibiy  be  con- 
ceived to  confume  themfelves ;  and  from  Portugal 
it  mull  have  found  its  way  to  Spain  and  the  Weft- 
Indies.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  perpetuanas, 
ferges,  fays,  and  other  ftuffs,  as  alfo  of  ftockings, 
woollen  and  worfted,  for  men,  v/omen  and  chil- 
dren. During  both  the  wars,  not  only  the  fine 
draperies,  but  manufacSiures  from  the  long  wool, 
got  into  France  from  the  frontier  places,  which 
turned  to  the  profit  of  Holland ;  and  of  late  years, 
fmce  they  have  fo  much  enlarged  their  trafficks, 
and  accumulated  fuch  a  ftock  of  wealth  to  fup- 
port  their  trade,  they  have  carried  up  the  riyers 
into  Germany  great  parcels  of  fine  cloths,  ftufts, 
fays,  and  ferges,  which  our  merchants  were  wont 
formerly  to  export  to  Hamburgh  and  other  parts 
of  the  German  empire,  upon  their  own  accounts ; 
and  if  this  were  not  the  cafe,  and  if  the  Dutch  did 
not  carry  much  of  the  Englilh  produft  to  Ger- 
many, the  vaft  trad  of  that  country  confidered, 
our  dealings  thither  would  be  much  greater  than 
they  are,  whereas,  by  a  medium  of  leven  years, 
from  Chriilmas  1698  to  Chriftmas  1705,  our  deal- 
ings with  Germany  ftood  thus  : 

^™}.o  d,c  value  of  {|^}  per  ann. 

Difference     161270 

Which  is  no  confiderable  excefs  from  fo  large 
and  populous  a  country,  efpccially  when  it  is  con- 
fidered  what  quantities  of  German  linnens  have 
been  imported  hither  fince  the  firft  war  with 
France,  which  Germany  linnens  muft  have  been 
anfwered  by  an  adequate  quantity  of  our  woollen 

manu- 
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manufadhires,  if  the  Dutch  did  not  intercq)t  us  in 
the  traffick,  by  our  own  commodities  from  the 
premifles.  This  honourable  board  may  obfervc, 
that  Holland  is  no  lofer  in  the  over-balance  we 
feem  to  have  againft  them  between  the  exports 
and  imports,  which  over-balance  arifes  chiefly 
from  the  article  of  woollen  manufaAures. 

But  here  may  arife  a  queftion.  How  far  this 
article  of  our  roreign  exportations  may  be  relied 
on,  becaufe  of  the  iulpicion  of  over-entries  by  the 
merchants  of  fuch  goods  as  pay  no  cuftoms  out- 
wards, in  particular  the  woollen  manufadures? 
Which  point  Ihall  be  handled  and  fet  in  a  clear 
light  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  Report. 

Tin. 

This  b  another  of  the  commodities  which  the 
Dutch  take  from  us  to  re-export  to  other  coun- 
tries. 

Exported  to  Holland,  viz. 

C      ^^ 

From  Mich.  1662  to  Mich.  1663, 7  g 

21 C.  at  3/*  iss.  per  C.    —     J       ^^  ^^ 

From  Mich.  1668  to  Mich.  1669, 1      ^ 
436C  at  3/.  i5i.  per  C.    —  3    ^^35    o 


Since  the  war,  by  a  medium  of  10  years,  exported 
to  Holland,  per  ann. 

From  Chrift.  1690  to  Chrift.  1709, 7 

5937  C.  at  3 A  12/.  per  C.        V^ ^^^    ^ 
Ec  3  The 
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The  exportation  of  this  commodity,  as  well  as 
divers  others  of  our  native  produft,  has  very  much 
increafed  during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  war ; 
for  to  all  the  countries  with  whom  we  dealt  there 
was  exported. 

Tons. 
F™mMich.{;«^^}.oMich.{;«3    -     HZ 

Which  the  board,  from  the  foregoing  i  o  years 
medium,  may  obferve  to  be  much  increafed. 

Tons. 

Of  thefe  lo  years  \  'f^  l^^^^  V  ^^^^         ^^^ 
^         \  the  higheft  was  about      1375 

It  is  likewife  obfervable,  that,  during  what  may 
be  called  the  interval  of  peace,  there  was  no  great 
variation  in  this  export,  which  was  as  follows  : 

Tons, 
r  16981  P699    —  1243 

From  Chrill.  j  1699  >  to  Chrift.  s  1700    —  1352 
^  1700 i  ^  1701     —  1298 

The  ten  years  medium  was  ■ 1094 

Three  years  medium  in  time  of  peace  was     1297 

Medium  of  the  excels  —         203 

It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  the  reafons  why 
our  late  exportations  of  tin  lo  far  excted  thofe  of 
former  times.  All  our  neighbours,  as  well  as 
ourfclves,  are  increafed  in  the  luxurious  ways  of 
living  i  luch  who  heretofore  were  content  with 
pewter,  are  now  ferved  in  plate,  and  fuch  as  made 
ufe  of  trenchers,  wooden  platters  and  earthenware, 

will 
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will  now  have  pewter :  all  which  is  vifible  within 
40  years,  and  has  occafioned  this  great  call  of  a 
commodity  almoft  peculiar  to  us. 

It  is  probable  this  exportation  has  been  rather 
more,  than  lefs,  .*'han  in  the  periods  here  taken 
notice  of,  for  the  two  laft  years,  ending  at  Chrilt- 
mas  next,  whereof,  as  yet,  no  account  can  be 
given  \  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  at  this  inftant, 
the  markets  abroad  are  over-glutted  with  this  ma- 
terial, in  which  the  perfons  interefted  in  tlie  cre- 
dits upon  tin  have,  perhaps,  of  late  forced  a 
trade,  infomuch  that  peace,  and  a  flowing  trafEck 
every  where,  may  not  probably,  for  fome  time, 
enlarge  this  export,  wherewith  France  and  other 
countries  have  been  fupplied  by  way  of  Holland. 

If  we  have  raifed,  and  continue  to  raife  out  of 
the  earth,  more  tin  every  year  than  our  home  con- 
fumption  and  the  ufes  of  our  neighbours  require, 
we  muft  expeift  to  have  it  become  a  drug,  which 
will  both  hurt  the  Queen  in  her  civil  lift,  and,  to 
a  degree,  prejudice  the  whole  kingdom  in  its  ge- 
neral balance  with  other  countries. 

There  is  yearly  more  tin  made  in  the  kingdom 
than  is  taken  off"  by  our  own  home  confumption, 
or  by  our  foreign  vent,  which,  in  the  fix  years  the 
Queen's  contraft  is  to  laft,  muft  needs  render  this 
commodity  a  drug.  Upon  enquiry,  this  honour- 
able board  will  find,  that,  including  the  Michael- 
mas coinage^  viz.  428  tons,  there  will  remain 
upon  her  Majefty's  hands,  unfold,  4659  tons, 
which  peace  and  a  free  trade  will  not  be  able  to 
carry  off  in  feveral  years. 

As  the  cafe  ftands  at  prcl'cnt,  Holland  is  the 
great  magazine  for  tin  ;  the  necelTities  of  fuch  as 
have  it  upon  their  hands,  either  as  merchandize  or 
fecurity,  drive  it  thither,  and  the  Dutch  fet  whac 
price  they  pleafe  upon  this  rich  produft  of  England, 
to  the  damage  of  the  publick. 

Ee  4  To 
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To  obviate  this  mlfchief,  all  reafonable  ways 
(hould  be  thought  on  to  promote  the  ccnfumption 
of  the  metal  here  at  home,  whereby  the  markets 
abroad  will  not  be  over-glutted  with  it. 

If  there  be  fuch  a  ^ant  among  the  common 
people  of  halfpence  and  farthings,  as  is  affirmed 
by^all  retailers,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  amifs  to 
fer  on  foot  a  coinage  of  tin  halfpence  and  far- 
things, the  coinage  to  be  at  her  Majefty*s  expence 
and  to  her  fole  profit ;  for  experience  has  (hewn 
how  unfafe  it  is  to  truil  fuch  an  undertaking  to 
private  hands.  This  coinage  will  take  off  about 
1000  tons  of  the  dead  ftock  now  lying  by,  and 
give  the  remainder  a  freer  vent  in  foreign  markets. 

Corn. 

There  is  annexed  to  the  firft  Report,  an  account 
of  the  qualities  and  quantities  of  corn  that  have 
been  entered  for  exportation,  and  to  what  parts, 
for  II  years  difmils,  from  Chriftmas  1699  to 
Chriftmas  1710,  to  which  I  refer  the  board  in  any 
particular  enquiry  they  are  pleafed  to  make ;  but 
crave  leave  to  obierve,  that  corn  is  in  a  manner  a 
new  exportation  arifing  to  us  from  the  war,  which 
has  in  other  cotintries  fo  employed  the  hands  of 
their  people  that  they  could  not  till  the  ground,  or 
from  dearths  or  plagues,  wherewith  divers  nations 
have  been  afflifted  for  thefe  lail  23  years.  For- 
merly we  carried  grain  from  the  port  of  London, 
and  but  in  fmall  quantities,  only  to  Holland, 
iipain,  Denmark,  Africa,  the  plantations,  Italy 
and  Portugal ;  and  to  all  thclc  countries, 

I'       s. 
For  1662  to  1663,  to  the  value  of    —     4315     5 

For  iCGS  to  1669,  to  the  value  of    —     2011     4 

Whereas 
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Whereas  now  we  export  grain  of  all  forts  to 
Africa,  Canaries,  Denmark  and  Norway,  £aft* 
Country,  Flanders,  France,  Germany,  Holland, 
Ireland,  Italy,  Madeiras,  Newfoundland,  Portu- 
gal, Ruflia,  Scotland,  Spain,  Sweden,  Venice; 
Ifles  Guernfey,  &c.  and  Englifh  plantations,  by 
a  medium  of  1 1  years, 

£.      s.    d. 
•From  Chrifl;.  1699  to  ^ 
Chrift.  1710,  to  theS274i4i   10  10 
value  of  —    3 

Whereof,  by  the  fame! 
per  ann.  ^    medium  of  the  faid  I 

1 1  years,  entered  for  I    ^ 
exportation,  to  Hoi.  ['51934  H    3 

land  in  particular,  to  I 
-  the  value  of    —     J 

What  part  of  this  commodity  is  for  their  own 
confumption,  and  what  part  they  reexport  to 
other  countries,  does  not  appear  to  me ;  but  fo 
far  is  certain, — When  corn  bears  a  high  price  in 
foreign  markets,  they  fend  large  cargoes  of  it  to 
the  places  where  it  finds  a  good  vent  *,  and  it  has 
been  known,  that  in  years  of  fcarcity  they  bring 
us  back  our  own  wheat,  becaufe  of  the  premium 
we  give  upon  exportation,  and  which  they  are 
enabled  to  do,  by  having  large  granaries  almoil  in 
every  great  town,  wherein  they  (tore  large  quan- 
tities  m  cheap  years,  to  anfwer  the  demands  of 
other  countries.  And  they  will  always  have  the 
fame  advantage  over  us,  till  the  wifdom  of  the 
publick  here  think  fit  to  ereft  granaries  in  this 
kingdom,  which  will  not  only  be  advantageous  to 
our  own  foreign  trade,  in  the  exportation  of  this 
commodity,  but  likewife  become  beneficial  to  all 
our  manufafturcs,  which  muft  be  dearly  or  cheaply 

wrought. 
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wrought,  as  corn  comes  dear  or  cheap  to  the 
common  people.  As  the  cafe  now  ftands,  the 
Dutch  have  too  great  a  fliare  in  a  plentiful  year  of 
corn  here ;  whereas,  if  (like  them)  we  had  pub- 
lick  granaries,  the  fupcrfluity  of  fome  years  would 
fell  better  in  foreign  markets,  and  fupport  our 
own  poor  in  times  of  want ;  and  to  me  it  fcems, 
that  nothing  could  more  contribute  to  put  the 
general  balance  of  trade  always  on  the  fide  of 
England,  than  by  good  oeconomy  in  the  publick 
to  keep  corn  conftantly  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  if  the 
price  of  labour  and  manufafture  may  at  no  time 
be  over-high. 

Having  made  thefe  Ihort  remarks  upon  the  three 
principal  articles  of  our  native  produdc,  whereby 
our  neighbours,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war 
till  now,  have  made  fuch  conlidcrable  advantages, 
by  re-exporting  the  faid  goods  to  other  countries, 
and  by  being  well  paid  on  both  fides  for  the  car- 
riage, moft  of  which  profits  would  have  accrued 
to  England,  if  we  had  been  our  own  merchants, 
and  exported  the  faid  commodities  direftly  from 
England,  as  heretofore  we  did,  and  if,  cfpecially 
during  the  laft  war  (by  letting  Holland  carry  on 
almolt  a  free  trade  with  France,  while  our  hands 
were  bound  up)  we  had  not  fuffered  that  country 
to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  free  port,  with  an  univer- 
fal  magazine,  where  all  the  commercial  world  had 
liberty  to  buy  and  fell. 

And  having  opened  thefe  points,  as  well  as  the 
ftiortnefs  of  time  and  the  impoffibility  of  procu- 
ring the  fafts  of  trade,  for  fome  years  antecedent 
to  the  war,  would  permit  me,  I  fhall  proceed  to 
make  fome  obfervations  upon  the  chief  of  our 
plantation  and  Eaft-India  goods  fent  from  hence 
every  year  to  Holland. 

Tobacco. 
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Tobacco. 

How  the  re-exports  of  this  commodity  ftood  before 
the  firft  war,  does  not  appear  to  me  from  any  authen- 
tick  account  or  memorial  I  could  ever  meet  with. 
There  is  hereunto  annexed  an  account  at  large  of 
the  tobacco  imported  into  England,  in  10  diftinft 
years,  from  Chriftmas  1699  to  Chriftmas  1709, 
with  an  eftimate  of  the  firft  coft  or  value  thereof, 
and  an  account  of  the  tobacco  entered  for  expor- 
tation for  the  fame  years,  diftinguifliing  the  quan- 
tities by  certificate,  in  time,  and  the  quantities  by 
certificate,  out  of  time,  taking  notice  of  the  value 
in  England  after  the  duties  are  drawn  back,  in 
time,  and  of  the  value  of  the  tobacco,  out  of 
time,  which  has  not  the  benefit  of  draw-backs. 

The  general  imports  of  to-T         lb. 
bacco,    at  a  medium  off      00  o^^^ 
the  faid  10  years,  amounts  (  28858666  per  ann. 
to  in  quantity         —         J 

whereof,  re-exported  to  all  foreign  ports,  by  the 
fame  medium  tor  the  faid  term,  in  quantity, 

/*. 

By  certificate,}  i;;^;^"Jf.-    ^7580107  1     ^^^^^ 
^  'loutortmic  179003*^ 

Total    17598007 

And  to  Holland  in  particular, 

lb. 

By  certificate, r\^*7.   "     7847628 1 
^  '(out  of  time  35^9* 

Total    785 1 1 57 

Ac- 
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According  to  which  account  our  home  con- 
fumption  appears  to  be  about  1 1,260,659  lb.  per 
annum. 

This  produffc  of  our  plantations,  carried  to 
Holland,  brings  confiderable  profit  to  that  coun- 
try ;  belides  that,  the  manufadhiring  of  it,  when 
there,  employs  a  great  number  of  their  people : 
what  proportion  of  it  they  confume  themfelves 
cannot  well  be  ftated,  but  fo  far  is  known,  that 
they  mix  it  with  the  tobacco  of  their  own  growth, 
viz.  for  France,  one-third  inland  and  two-thirds 
Virginia,  making  it  finer  or  coarfer,  and  adding 
to  or  diminifhing  the  quantity  of  Virginia,  and 
making  fome  up  only  with  our  tobacco-ftalks 
mixed  with  their  own  leaves,  according  to  the  ufc 
of  the  country  whercunto  they  export  it. 

I  have  feen  an  account,  taken  in  1706,  of  the 
tobacco  growing  in  three  provinces,  viz.  Utrecht, 
Guelderland,  Overyflel,  and  part  of  the  dutchy  of 
Cleve,  which  provinces,  feven  years  before,  had 
yielded  but  eight  millions  of  pounds  weight  per 
ann.  and  they  went  on,  increafing  every  year  the 
plantation  of  this  commodity,  till,  in  1706,  they 
came  to  raifc  13  millions  of  pounds  weight,  which 
is  near  half  as  much  as,  by  a  medium  of  10  years, 
is  brought  from  all  our  plantations.  The  account 
I  mention  appears  to  me  authentick,  and  I  the 
rather  take  notice  of  it,  to  fliew  how  much  it 
concerns  England  not  to  dilcourage  this  commo- 
dity by  high  duties,  or  by  cramping  it  in  the  time 
allowed  for  draw-backs. 

ift,  Becaufe  it  is  a  plant  that  may  be  raifcd  in 
Europe,  as  well  as  in  America,  and  it  is  not  im- 
pofTible  fo  to  improve  it  as  to  bring  Virginia  to- 
bacco out  of  ufe  abroad* 

2dly,  It 
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idly.  It  is  one  of  our  moft  confiderable  re- 
exportations, and  the  want  of  it  will  be  found  in 
the  general  balance  of  our  trade  with  other  coun- 
tries. 

3dly,  Part  of  the  additional  duties  thereupon 
laid  are  funds  for  feveral  years,  and  if  the  impor- 
tation ftiould  diminifh,  thofe  debts  will  work  off 
but  flowly ;  befides,  her  Majefly  will  find  defi- 
cient the  funds  allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  her 
civil  lift. 

4thly,  If  the  high  duties  and  other  difcouragc- 
ments  fhould  bring  our  Weft-Indian  colonies  to 
lay  afide,  in  any  great  degree,  planting  tobacco, 
they  muft,  for  a  livelihood,  turn  their  labour  and 
land  to  fome  other  ufes  very  prejudicial  to  their 
mother  kingdom. 

Without  doubt,  the  duties  upon  this  commo- 
dity are  fo  high,  and  fuch  as  put  us  in  danger  in 
a  manner  to  lofe  this  importation,  fo  profitable  to 
the  publick,  though  it  is  to  be  feared  a  fmall  be- 
nefit to  the  planters,  for  fome  years  laft  paft; 
but  it  is  continued  for  fo  long  a  term,  the  fund  of 
fecurity  for  fuch  large  fums,  that  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  propofe  expedients  whereby  the  mer- 
chants may  be  eafed,  and  the  planter  more  encou- 
raged. Hereafter,  in  times  of  peace,  perhaps  the 
wifdom  of  the  parliament  may  think  it  proper 
either  to  leflen  the  duties,  or  to  bring  part  of 
them  nearer  to  the  confumers,  fo  that  the  mer- 
chant may  pay,  at  the  importation,  a  due  pro- 
portion of  the  duty,  and  the  reft  to  be  paid  by 
the  fecond  buyer,  or  retailer,  at  his  receiving  of 
his  goods ;  to  which  may  be  added,  that,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  when  the  impofitions  are  cxceflive, 
as  in  this  calc,  where  the  duties  are  leflened  the 
importations  will  increafe,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
X  the 


43^  U^/flr/  to  the  Cammiffioners 

the  revenues  from  thence  arifing  will  be  aug- 
mented. 

Eaft-India  goods. 

It  is  to  be  wifhed  this  honourable  board  could 
have  an  account  of  the  exportatlons  in  theie  com- 
modities for  four  or  five  years,  antecedent  to  the 
firft  war,  and  to  what  countries  they  were  ex- 
ported. If  this  could  be  obtained,  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  find  a  valuation  near  the  truth  of 
the  faid  goods  at  that  feafon,  and  from  thence  a 
good  computation  might  be  made  how  far,  in  the 
general  balance  of  trade,  England  is  a  gainer  or 
lofer  by  this  branch  of  our  foreign  traffick.  As 
the  cafe  now  ftands,  Amfterdam  and  Rotterdam 
are  in  a  manner  tlie  magazines  for  the  wrought 
filk,  Bengal  ftuffs  mixed  with  filk,  or  herba  of 
the  manufadbure  of  Perfia,  China,  or  Ealt-India, 
and  of  all  callicoes  painted,  dyed,  printed,  or 
ftained  there,  the  ufe  of  which  commodities  being 
prohibited  here,  are  chiefly  fent  to  Holland,  this 
country  taking  off,  by  a  medium  of  four  years, 
from  Chriftmas  1701  toChriftmas  1705,  94,916/. 
4J.  id.  perann. 

Which  goods  being  bought  cheap  in  the  Indies, 
and  fold  dear  in  Europe,  ought  to  turn  richly  to 
the  importers  account ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  our 
neighbours  make  a  greater  profit  from  them  than 
England,  which  fends  out  its  bullion,  runs  all  the 
hazards  of  the  fea  and  by-captures,  and  is  at  the 
expence  of  forts,  caftles  and  factories  to  fupport 
this  traffick.  And  our  Eaft-India  company  muft 
deal  to  this  difadvantage,  fo  long  as  they  have, 
in  a  manner,  but  one  market  for  the  faid  commo- 
dities ;  whereas,  if  they  were  permitted  in  our 
home  confumption,  we  fhould  fet  the  price  upon 

them. 
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them,  and  not  the  Hollanders :  and  fince  other 
countries  will  have  thefe  filks  and  ftufFs,  it  is  cer- 
taii;Iy  more  national  profit  that  England  fhould 
fell  them  dear  than  cheap  abroad ;  and  as  to  the 
price  at  home,  it  imports  not  the  nation  whether 
it  is  high  or  low,  fince  it  is  among  ourfelves. 

Whether  they  interfere  or  no  with  our  woollen 
manufactures  abroad,  fhall  not  be  here  argued  i 
only  fo  far  may  be  fafely  advanced,  that  for  thefe 
lait  thirty  years,  in  which  the  Eaft-India  trade  has 
been  carried  on  to  the  higheft  pitch,  we  are  not 
decreafed  in  the  manufadures  from  long  wool, 
but  rather  the  contrary,  and  to  a  large  degree. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  we  have  not  made  a  propor- 
tionable increafe  in  the  exports  of  the  fine  drape- 
ries ;  however,  upon  the  whole,  for  thefe  laft  23 
years,  we  have  no  reafon  to  complain  as  to  this 
principal  branch  of  our  exportation,  if  the  entries 
thereof,  made  by  the  merchants,  are  in  any  degree 
near  the  truth.  Nor  does  it  appear  to  me,  from 
any  obfervation  I  can  make,  that  Eaft-India  goods 
have  hurt  the  general  traffick  of  our  woollen  ma- 
nufactures in  foreign  markets ;  thefe  filks  and 
ftufFs  feem  rather  a  commodity  calculated  for  the 
middle  rank  of  people  ^  they  are  too  vulgar  to  be 
worn  by  the  beft  fort,  and  too  coftly  for  Ae  loweft 
rank,  fo  that  the  ufe  of  them  remains  in  the  middle 
rank,  who  (the  luxuries  of  the  world  ftill  in- 
creafing)  would  wear  European  filks  if  they  had 
not  Eaft-India  ftuffs  and  painted  callicoes,  whereby 
the  vent  of  our  woollen  goods  abroad  would  cer- 
tainly be  leflened. 

The  publick  fhould  never  enter  into  the  endlefs 
difputes  between  merchants  dealing  to  one  country 
and  merchants  dealing  to  another,  and  between 
the  manufactures  of  one  commodity  and  the  ma- 
nufactures of  another,  but  rather  contemplate 
I  what 
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what  is  moft  advantageous  to  the  whole  body  of 
the  kingdom,  and  how  the  general  trade  diereof 
may  be  enlarged,  and  to  lay  afide  the  narrow  no- 
tion of  fuch  as  think  to  advance  the  vent  of  oiir 
product,  by  prohibitions  of  the  goods  from  other 
countries  ;  for  England  never  throve  by  trade  but 
while  fhe  was  an  univerfal  merchant,  nor  can  fhe 
recover  herfelf  till  fhe  falls  into  her  former  courfe 
of  dbalings  with  the  commercial  world. 

There  are  many  ftill  of  opinion,  that  the  Eaft- 
India  trade  is  prejudici  J  to  this  kingdom,  by  ex- 
porting every  year  fuch  quantities  of  filvcr ;  but 
they  do  not  confider,  that,  if  our  re-exportations 
of  Eaft^India  commodities  had  not  been  fb  large 
to  Holland  and  other  countries,  we  muft  have 
carried  out  the  fpecies  of  money  for  the  payment 
of  our  armies  in  thofe  parts,  for  the  over-balance 
arifing  from  our  native  produft  and  plantation 
goods  would  not  have  fufficed  j  which  over-balance 
in  the  whole,  as  noted  before,  to  Holland  only. 

Amounts  to,  by  a  medium  of  1    ^g^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
fevenvears {1388102  per  ann. 

Whereof  by  a  medium  of  fourT 
years,    the   prohibited  and  / 
unprohibited  goods,  of  the>  250317  per  ann, 
growth  of  Eafl-India,  carried  I 
to  Holland,  are  valued  at    J 

And  the  faid  goods  have  not  only  helped  in  the 
remittances  for  the  troops  in  Holland,  but  they 
have  been  likewife  helpful  in  the  balance  of  trade 
with  feveral  other  countries,  fo  that  all  the  bullion 
exported  to  carry  on  this  traffick  is  not  loft  to 
England,  but,  in  the  circulation  of  trade,  returns 
with  advantage,   otherwife  we   muft  have  been 

quite 
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quite  exhaufted,  fome  time  ago,  with  this  long 
and  expenfivc  wan 

However,  if  our  Eaft-India*  commerce  has  been 
gainful  to  us,  the  Dutch  have  been  fliarers  to  the 
profit,  and  fo  will  ever  be,  fo  long  as  the  prohibition 
is  continued  -,  befides,  their  neighbourhood  gives 
them  perpetual  opportunities  of  running  thefc 
commodities  into  all  her  Majefty's  dominions, 
whereby  they  fell  dear  what  they  buy  cheap  from 
us,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  trade. 

It  is  fubmitted  to  wifer  heads,  whether,  inftead 
of  a  prohibition,  it  would  not  be  better  for  the 
publick  to  lay  a  duty  of  about  30/.  per  cent,  upon 
the  wrought  filk;  Bengals,  fluffs  mixed  with  filk, 
or  herba  of  the  manufafture  of  Perfia,  China,  or 
Eaft-India,  and  upon  all  cailicocs  painted,  dyed, 
printed  or  ftained  there,  which  are  for  ufe  at  home, 
however  with  fuch  a  draw-back  only  upon  the  re- 
export as  may  not  hinder  exportation,  and  yet  be 
fome  bar  to  running  the  faid  goods  into  feveral 
ports  of  her  Majefty's  dominions  •,  which  new  du- 
ties are  propofcd  for  the  following  reafons : 

I  ft.  So  many  branches  of  our  confumption  arc 
already  engaged,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  find 
out  any  fecurity  to  anfwcr  the  prefent  debts  of  the 
kingdom,  many  of  thofe  debts  having  at  prefent 
no  fettled  fund  ^  nor  can  thefe  duties  be  a  burthen 
upon  trade,  becaufc  they  will  be  in  the  nature  of 
an  excile  laid  upon  the  confumptioner. 

2dly,  To  take  off  the  prohibition  will  encourage 
the  Eaft-India  company  (whofc  charter  is  for  a 
long  term  of  time)  to  enlarge  their  trade  in  the 
Indies,  viz.  by  making  new  fcttlcments,  and  by 
engaging  deeper  in  the  coaft-trade  than  as  yet 
they  have  thought  their  intcreft  to  do,  which  will 
terminate  in  a  greater  exportation  to  thofe  parts, 

VoL.V.  F  f  every 
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every  year,  of  the  woollen  and  other  Englifh  ma- 
nufaifhircs,  infomuch  that  they  may  come  in  time 
to  manage  this  traffick  with  carrying  out  of  the 
kingdom  but  very  little  bullion ;  and  if  they  can 
bring  this  about,  the  commodities  brought  from 
thence,  bought  at  a  low  rate,  and  fold  well  in 
mod  of  the  foreign  markets  whercunto  wc  deal, 
will  highly  contnbute  to  incline  the  balance  of 
our  trade  with  other  countries  to  the  fide  of  Eng- 
land. 

gdly.  When  there  fhall  be  two  forts  of  buyers 
at  the  candle,  of  thefe  goods,  viz.  thofe  who  bid 
by  commiffion  from  Holland,  and  our  own  linnen- 
drapers  and  other  dealers  in  thofe  commodities, 
the  Dutch  will  not  have  it  fo  much  in  their  power 
to  fet  their  own  price  upon  them,  and  London, 
inftead  of  Rotterdam  and  Amfterdam,  will  be  the 
great  magazine  for  Eall-India  wares,  as  heretofore 
it  was  ;  it  being  a  certain  rule,  that  a  people  who 
will  be  gainers  in  trade  mud,  as  much  as  poflible, 
have  their  general  warehouse  at  home,  and  be 
their  own  merchants. 

The  fafts  relating  to  feveral  articles  of  our  ex- 
portations  to  Holland  have  been  here  ftated,  to 
fhcw  how  wrong  their  notion  is,  who  pronounce, 
bec.iufe  Me  carry  more  to  a  country  of  our  growth 
and  manufactures  than  we  bring  from  thence  of 
theirs,  that  we  muft  always  be  gainers  in  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  with  fuch  country.  This  would 
indf-ed  hold,  if  tlie  people  with  whom  we  had 
dealings  of  this  nature  confumed  among  themfelves 
all  the  merchandize  exported  to  them  -,  but,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  Holiaiul,  where  our  produft  and  ma* 
nufafturtr.,  our  plantation  and  Eaft-India  goods, 
are  tiu-  ciijc-f  miircrials  wherewith  they  drive  their 
trade  y,itli  oJitr  iiutions  there,  the  more  of  thefe 

com- 
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tommodities  they  take  from  us,  the  more  thejr 
enlarge  their  univcrlal  traffick,  and  confequently 
increafe  their  riches. 

Nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  imagine, 
that  the  1,382,102/.  per  ann.  the  fum,  by  a  me- 
dium of  feven  years,  in  which  we  leem  to  over- 
balance Holland,  is  all  fuperlucration  to  England, 
arifing  from  the  trade  we  drive  with  the  Seven 
United  Provinces.  If  fuch  a  real  over-balance 
had  accrued,  a  confiderable  overplus  muft  have 
been  every  year  returned  to  us  in  bullion,  as 
heretofore  it  was  in  the  gainful  traffick  we  carried 
on  with  Spain;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  we 
have  exported  to  Holland  above  four  times  more 
gold  and  filver,  in  the  laft  14  years  and  8  months, 
than  to  all  other  European  countries  \  an  account 
whereof  follows,  viz. 

I.      s.  i. 

Exported  c  Holland      656791  7  3 

to        I  Other  European  countries  140750  o  o 

The  tiuth  of  the  cafe  therefore  appears  to  be, 
that,  efpecially  during  this  laft  war  (while  our 
trade  with  France  and  Spain  has  been  interrupted) 
large  quantities  of  the  woollen  manufafturcs,  corn, 
tin,  tobacco,  with  divers  other  commodities,  have 
been  fent  to  Holland,  which  goods,  in  the  former 
courfe  of  trade,  we  exported  direftly  ourfelvcs, 
and  moftly  in  our  own  (hipping,  to  the  increafe  of 
our  navigation,  which  the  war  having  rendered 
difficult,  and  their  ports  being  lefs  expofed  than 
ours  to  the  danger  of  privateers,  as  well  in  (hips 
outward  as  homeward-bound,  the  Hollanders 
have,  in  a  great  meafure,  got  to  be  the  carriers 
of  our  goods ;  but  as  our  exports  thither  have 
increafed  all  along,  fo  our  exports  to  other  parts 
muft,  in  proportion,  have  diminiihed»  and  what 
Ff  a  we 
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i^'C  Icem  to  have  gained  by  our  dealings  there,  we 
have  loft  in  the  general  balance  of  our  trade  with 
other  countries :  nor  is  this  large  exportation  in 
particular  to  Holland,  for  thefe  laft  23  years,  to 
be  looked  upon  as  a  certain  mark  that  the  trade 
of  this  kingdom  has  had  a  gradual  and  natural 
increafe  during  the  faid  term,  and  fuch  a  one  as  it 
enjoyed  30  cm-  40  years  antecedent  to  the  firft  war ; 
on  the  contrary,  late  exports  thither  lecm  rather 
forced,  and  the  effej^  of  divers  antecedents, 
many  of  which  have  not  contributed  to  our  ad- 
vantage. While  navigation  to  other  parts  was  in- 
fecure,  while  we  had  no  trade  with  France  and 
Spain,  and  while  the  bufmeis  of  the  war  took  off 
our  thoughts  from  trade,  and  while,  at  the  lame 
time,  fuch  vaft  fums  were  every  year  to  be  drawn 
from  England  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  troops 
abroad,  and  payment  of  the  I'ubfidies,  fuch  as 
were  concerned  in  the  remittances  thought  Hol- 
land the  beft  market  for  our  native  produft  and 
re-exported  goods,  and  found  it  their  intereft  to 
drive  thither  the  whole  dream  of  trade,  inlbmuch 
that,  whereas,  in  the  year  17Q3, 

c 

The  amount  of  the  exports  to  all  fo-  ?  gg 
reign  pares  is  valued  at     J     ^'  ^ 

The  amount  of  the  exports  to  Hoi-  7  q  . 

land  fingly  is  valued  at    J2417890 

Thus  almoft  a  third  part  of  our  univerfal  expor- 
tation terminates  in  the  country,  which  will  there- 
bjr  be  enabled  to  govern  the  trade  of  all  Europe, 
it  tlie  channel  tliereof  does  not  receive  fome  al- 
terations by  a  peace. 

Beildcs  the  neceifity  of  remittances  to  pay  the 
troops,  other  real'ons  have  contributed  to  drive 
fuch  quandties  of  our  product  to  Holldnd,  which 

realbns. 
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realbns,  perhaps,  will  not  ceafe  when  the  war  de" 
termincs.  The  Dutch,  more  cfpecially  for  thefe 
eight  or  nine  years  laft  pad,  have  been  deeply 
concerned  in  all  the  funds  in  their  own,  and  in  the 
hands  of  Englifh  and  French  merchants  refiding 
here,  and  of  the  Jews  -,  they  are  known  to  have 
confiderable  fums  in  the  annuities,  lotteries,  EaR- 
India  bonds,  ftocks  of  the  companies,  and  all  the 
loans  that  are  in  courfe  of  payment,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  fuch  effefts  lodged  here  muft  be  returned 
to  them  either  in  bullion,  bills  of  exchange,  or 
commodities,  which  will  be  a  conftant  drain  to 
England,  and  a  weight  againft  us  in  the  balance 
of  trade  in  that  country,  fo  long  as  the  funds 
continue. 

Whether  there  will  be  the  fame  demand  from 
Holland  for  our  produft  and  manufactures  in 
time  of  peace  as  there  has  been  during  the  war,  is 
a  queftion  few  are  able  to  decide.  As  the  cafe 
has  flood  for  fome  time,  they  have  had  opportu- 
nities fo  to  enlarge  their  traffick,  by  the  means  of 
our  materials,  as  to  render  them,  perhaps,  lels 
weary  of  the  war  than  fome  of  our  neighbours 
feem  to  be,  war  being  feldom  a  burthen  to  nations 
that  can  fo  conduft  their  affairs,  as  in  the  mean 
while  not  to  have  their  foreign  traffick  obftrufted. 
It  is  true,  our  exportation  for  23  years  has  been 
very  large,  but  there  has  been  a  long  gap  with 
our  dealings  with  Spain,  where  our  profit  was 
certain,  and  from  whence  there  was  a  conftant 
over-balance  returned  to  us  in  bullion  ;  whereas, 
what  fuperlucration  we  may  have  made  between 
the  exports  of  our  goods,  and  the  imports  of  their 
commodities  from  Holland,  Portugal,  Italy,  and 
other  countries,  have  been  intercepted  froin  us 
by  the  war,  and  v/hat  overplus  we  may  have  made 
has  gone  to  the  payment  of  the  troops  we  main- 
F  f  3  t^'^'^d 
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tained  upon  the  Tpot,  and  the  profits  arifing  to  us 
from  thi3  mighty  exportation  h;}ve  lo  raiicn  ihort 
towards  fupporting  our  whole  expcnces  of  the 
war,  and  carrying  on  thole  branches  of  traffick, 
which,  unavoidably,  muft  be  managed  with  the 
foecies  of  gold  and  filver,  as  the  Eaft-Land  and 
taft-India  trades,  that,  notwithftanding  the  over* 
balance  which  the  entries  inwards  and  outwards 
fecmin^ly  give  to  England,  we  muft,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  firft  war,  have  exported,  by  de- 
grees, fo  much  bullion  as  has  impaired  us  at  leaft 
nine  millions  in  that  fort  of  wealth. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  peace,  and  a  well-eftablifhed 
commercial  treaty,  will  reftore  trade  to  its  former 
channels,  and  when  this  happens,  thofe  exporta- 
tions  will  find  their  way  to  other  countries,  with 
more  national  profit,  which  lately  have  been  in  a 
manner  confined  to  Holland  -,  and  till  trade  is  in 
this  courfe,  navigation  will  at  beft  be  at  a  ftand, 
and  we  fliall  not  increafe  in  our  breed  of  feamen, 

I  have  thus  opened  the  principal  heads  of  our 
dealings  to  Holland,  and,  from  the  premifes,  the 
wifdom  of  this  honourable  board  will  beft  deter- 
mine how  the  balance  of  trade  has  lately  ftood 
between  the  two  countries,  and  which  nation  has 
probably  been  the  gainer  (though  the  excefs  of 
trade  fcems  to  be  fo  much  on  our  fide,  and  againft 
Holland)  and  I  have  chiefly  inftanced  the  year 
1703,  to  avoid  prolixity ;  but  the  fame  holds  iq 
feveral  years  antecedent  and  fubfequent. 

As  to  the  principal  articles  of  our  imports  from 
Holland,  in  the  year  1703,  whereof  you  have  al- 
ready the  particulars,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
440,209/.  you  may  pleafe  to  (Xfcrve,  that  moft 
of  them  confift  of  commodities  for  our  own  con- 
fumption,  and  which  contribute  very  little  to- 
wards carrying  on  our  traffick  with  other  coun- 
tries ; 
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tries:  it  is  true,  fome  of  their  materials  are  ufcful 
to  us  in  our  manufadlures ;  their  linrxn: ,  which  is 
the  higheft  branch  of  their  importation,  amounting 
to  213,701/.  are  chiefly  for  our  own  ule,  and 
what  linnens  we  export  to  our  plantations  are 
moltly  from  the  German  looms :  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  there  is  little  brought  thence  which  may  not 
as  well  be  had  from  other  countries,  and  for  tliis 
this  reafon  we  may  jullly  infift  upon  advantageous 
terms  in  any  future  treaty  of  commerce  that  fhall 
be  made  between  us  and  them.  If  they  objeft 
the  high  duties  we  have  been  compelled  to  lay 
upon  their  linnens  and  other  commodities,  wc 
may  objeft  the  fame  to  them,  for  they  do,  by 
way  of  excifes  upon  the  confumption^rr,  impofe  as 
much  upon  our  commodities  as  we  do  upon  theirs 
by  our  cuftoms,  with  this  difference,  that  they 
raife  money  for  the  publick  in  a  manner  lefs  hurt- 
ful to  trade,  and  more  eafy  to  the  merchants,  than 
ive  have  yeLbeen  able  to  find  out. 

But,  upon  the  whole,  let  us  do  what  we  can, 
the  high  duti^  upon  our  importations  will  give 
the  Dutch  a  perpetual  advantage  in  trade  over  us, 
till  thofe  duties  are  leflened  by  time,  or  by  the 
wifdom  of  parliament,  or  till  the  draw-backs  upon 
re-exportations  can  be  fet  upon  a  better  foot. 

By  the  ftatute  of  tonnage  and  poundage  upon 
goods  and  merchandizes  imported,  and  by  other 
fubfequent  ftatutes,  the  merchant,  importer,  or 
perfon  buying  from  him,  in  cafe  the  laid  goods 
and  merchandizes  fhall  be  exported  in  the  times 
limited  by  the  faid  feveral  adts,  is  entitled  to  the 
feveral  re-payments,  or  draw-backs,  thcicin  men- 
tioned, and  not  otherwile.  The  inconvcniencies 
from  hence  to  the  merchants  and  the  publick  ap- 
pear to  be, 

Ff4  ift,  In 
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ift,  In  cafe  the  merchant  keeps  his  goods  out 
of  time,  they  can  then  be  ibid  only  for  the  home 
markets,  and  ccnfequcntly  are,^ "  pro  tanto,"  of 
lower  value  than  thofe  commodities  which  are  ca- 
pable of  being  fold  for  any  market,  either  at  home 
or  abroad. 

2dly,  The  merchant,  to  avoid  tliis  lofs,  or  the 
rifque  of  it,  exports  his  commodities  in  time,  to 
entitle  himfelf  to  the  draw-back,  for  the  cuftoms 
are  fo  high  that  he  will  not  venture  his  goods  for 
the  home  confumption  only,  and  therefore  exports 
themj  though  he  nas  no  certain  cufton.er  for  them 
abroad,  and  the  rather,  by  reafon  that,  if  the 
home  confumption  requires  fuch  commodities,  he 
can  import  them  again,  paying  the  duties, 

3dly,  This  manner  of  exporting  lays  a  great 
charge  upon  the  merchandize,  in  freight,  in- 
furance,  commiffion,  and  v/arehoufe  room,  which 
two  laft  articles  being  certainly  the  advantage  of 
that  foreign  country  whereunto  they  are  exported 
(y/hich  is  generally  to  Holland)  and  not  only  fo, 
but  this  neceflity  of  the  merchants  fq  fills  that 
country  with  our  commodities,  that  they  can  fet 
their  own  price  upon  fuch  goods,  as  they  or  others 
v/ant  them. 

^ihly.  The  merchant,  for  want  of  a  fpeedy 
rnarktt,  has  often  occafion  to  borrow  money  upon 
his  goods,  which  can  only  be  done  upon  the  lp:t 
where  his  ciFefts  lie.  This  carries  another  benefit 
to  foreigners,  and  v.hereof  they  take  unreafonable 
advantages  upon  our  merchant's  elapfing  his  time 
of  payment. 

5thly,  The  merchant,  from  this  neceflity,  pays 
his  bonds  in  debentures,  and  draws  that  money 
from  the  crown,  for  which  intereft  is  paid  by  the 
pubJick  in  the  loans,  and  which  would  otherwife 
remain  with  the  jiublick,  until  he  has  fold  his 

goods 
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goods  either  for  a  home  or  a  foreign  market ;  it 
being  likewife  demonftrable,  that  it  is  better  for 
the  merchant  to  pay  intereft-money  to  the  pub- 
lick  for  the  term  of  his  bond,  which  does  not 
amount  to  fo  much  as  the  extraordinary  expences 
and  rifque  in  fending  them  into  a  foreign  ware- 
houfe,  befides  that,  in  general,  it  depreciates  our 
commodities,  when  we  are  thus  compelled  to  clog 
the  markets  abroad  with  them. 

After  the  draw-backs  are  made,  the  cuftoms 
become  in  the  nature  of  an  excife  upon  home 
confumption  ;  it  feems  therefore  to  be  the  intercft 
of  England,  and  what  muft  terminate  in  making 
Great-Britain  a  free  port,  rather  to  charge  a  pro- 
portion of  the  new  duties  efpecially  on  the  fecond 
vender :  but  fince  this  coune  may  not  be  prafti- 
cable  at  prefent,  the  next  beft  expedient  to  reftorc 
and  prel'erve  our  trade  appears  to  be,  that  a  larger 
tiiTiC  for  re-exportation  ftiould  be  allowed  the 
merchant,  (however,  not  to  difpenfe  with  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  and  cuftoms  at  the  certain 
times  on  which  they  are  payable  by  the  refpeftive 
afts  of  parliament;)  nor  could  I  ever  meet  with 
any  fubltantial  reafons  to  be  given  againft  this 
enlargement. 

When  either  of  thefe  courfes  fhall  effeftually  be 
taken,  no  country  will  have  it  in  their  power  to 
fct  their  own  price  upon  our  goods,  and  England 
will  be  the  general  magazine  for  many  commodi- 
ties of  foreign  growth  and  produft,  than  which 
nothing  can  more  tend  always  to  incline  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  of  our  fide,  and  to  make  this  ifland, 
as  heretofore  it  was,  the  moft  confiderable  market 
for  bullion. 


In 
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In  obedience  to  that  part  of  your  precept 
which  dircfts  me  to  lay  before  you  in  what 
(hipping  the  exports  and  imports  have  been  made, 
I  humbly  crave  leave  to  offer,  that  my  ledgers 
make  a  diftinftion  as  to  the  (hipping,  whether  in 
Englilh  or  foreign  bottoms  -,  but  the  articles 
both  of  exports  and  imports  are  fo  numerous, 
that  to  extraft  them  for  any  number  of  years 
will  be  the  work  of  much  time  •,  I  have  therefore 
done  it  only  for  one  year,  between  England  and 
Holland,  with  which  year,  I  believe,  the  other 
years  held  proportion,  the  grand  totals  whereof 
here  follow,  but  a  more  particular  account  for 
the  faid  year  you  will  find  in  the  annexed  paper, 
viz. 

Eng.  bottoms.  Foreign  bottoms. 

Ann.  c  imported^   to  the  c   289844      232568 
1 703 1  exported  b  value  of  1 1 502 1 69      9 1 5720 


Gentlemen^. 


ether  in 
article 
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*^  ?,  Gentlemen, 

in  m  ' 

"1.^-  TT  AVI  NG  thus  kiid  before  you  ieveral  fafts, 

JTJl   '^"^  I  fi"^  ^^^^"^  ftated  in  my  ledgers,  which 
are  extraAed  from  the  entries  made  by  the  mer- 
chants of  ex^)orted  and  imported  goods,  I  now 
iicroiB,  think  it  my  *.iuty  to  offer  a  few  words  in  relation 

^  y?^  to  theie  accounts,  more  efpecially  in  regard  your 

^^^  precept  direfts  me  to  take  notice,  wJiether  I  have 

ndand  fuljpecliled  any  fliort  and  over-entries    have  been 

'  ^^.  made  of  woollen  manufactures,  and  of  what  quan- 

hereof  ^^y  and  v?!ue. 

^^  ^^  Mr.  Cuiliford's  office  began  from  Michaelmas 

japcr,  1696,  who  put  the  books  in  tlie  prcfent  method: 

I  came  in  June  1703,  and  compkated  Mr.  Culli- 
ford's  laft  year's  accounts.  From  the  30th  o£ 
March  1 700,  the  woolkn  manufactures  went  out 
free  of  duties,  and  from  that  time  it  was  vifible 
there  would  be  a  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  en- 
^  tries  outwards  of  all  that  fort  of  goods,  and  I  did 

my  utmoft  to  procure  a  claufe  in  fome  aft  of 
parliaaent  to  oblige  the  merchant  to  a  certain 
and  regular  entry  of  thofe  commodities,  as  well  as 
of  others  paying  cuftoms,  well  forefeeing  of  what 
ill  confequences  it  mull  be  to  remain  in  the  dark, 
in  fo  material  a  branch  of  our  exportation,  and 
upon  which  the  general  trade  of  England  turns 
fo  much.  In  ordi.r  to  prevent  this  mifchief,  a 
claule  was  offered,  and  very  much  infilled  on  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  but 
obflruftcd  by  the  merchants,  for  ends  not  over 
juftifiable,  and  the  claufe  was  not  received. 

From  the  time  tliefe  outward  duties  were  taken 
off,  the  merchants  have  made  their  entries  at 
pkafure,  as  well  in  the  out-ports  as  in  London, 

»ut 


444  Report  to  the  Commiffioners 

but  generally  they  have  entered  greater  quantities 
than  were  really  exported,  to  carry  on  fome  myf- 
tery  of  trade,  which,  though  it  might  prove  of 
advantage  to  a  few  perfons  here  and  there,  could 
never  be  profitable  to  the  publick,  in  regard  it 
muft  beget  uncertainty  in  foreign  markets,  and 
fometimes  occafion  a  want,  and  fometimes  an 
overplus  of  thofe  goods,  and  it  refults  at  laft  in  a 
trick  of  the  exporters  to  deceive  one  another,  at 
which  they  would  not  venture  when  the  commo- 
dities had  fuch  a  duty  upon  them  as  the  merchant 
could  not  afford  to  play  with ;  but  to  what  value 
thofe  over-entries  might  amount  is  not  to  be  com- 
puted, for  the  proper  officers,  receiving  no  duties 
from  thence,  keep  no  perfeft  regifter  as  I  can  find, 
and  large  entries  are  frequently  made,  when  per- 
haps Icfs  quantities  arc  fhippcd  off,  which  indeed 
are  marked  in  the  body  of  the  cocquets  by  the 
Queen's  fearchers,  but  no  diflinft  account  thereof 
is  kept;  fo  that,  in  free  goods,  it  is  impoffible 
for  mc  to  check,  or  correft,  by  the  fearchers 
books,  the  entries  brought  up  to  my  office. 

Observing  what  was  tranfatted,  and  finding  the 
article  of  the  woollen  manufacture  exported  fo 
much  increafe  every  year,  and  fufpefting  this 
might  proceed  from  the  fore-mentioned  caule,  I 
had  an  account  drawn  up,  the  copy  whereof  is 
hereunto  annexed,  (hewing  the  quantity  of  the 
woollen  manufactures  exported  in  three  years, 
with  the  amount  of  the  fubfidy  duties  paid  there- 
upon i  as  alfo  the  quantities  of  the  faid  goods 
entered  for  exportation  in  three  years  after  the 
faid  fubfidy  duties  were  taken  off,  with  a  compu- 
tation what  the  faid  duties  would  have  amounted 
to,  if  the  fame  had  been  continued ;  from  whence 
the  board  may  make  their  own  obfervations  how 

far 
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far  the  entries  may  be  thought  to  exceed  the  truth : 
computing  by  the  duties,  it  is  plain  that  the  three 
laft  years  exceed  the  three  firft  years  as  follows. 


VIZ. 


Three  years  before  the  duties')       ^.         s.     d. 
were  taken  off,  from  Mich,  f    ,^^/r^^     ,     ^^ 

xe^e  to  chrift.  ,700,  thef  "9640   I   z\ 

fubfidy  amounted  to     —     J 
Three  years   after  the   duties! 
were  taken  off  from  Chrift./    ^     g 
1700  to  Chrift.  1703,    thef     ^     ^  ^* 

fubfidy  is  computed  at    —  J 

Difference     21252     7     i| 

And  the  outward  duties  upon  the  woollen  manu- 
fafture  being  5  per  cent,  there  was  entered  for 
exportation  in  the  three  laft  years,  in  woollen 
goods,  to  the  value  of  425,040/.  more  than  in  the 
three  years  before  the  duty  was  taken  off;  but 
whether  or  no  this  proceeds  from  a  real  increafe  of 
our  exportations,  or  from  the  over-entries  of  the 
merchants,  as  has  been  obferved  before)  is  impof- 
fible  to  determine :  however,  finding,  as  far  as 
my  books  can  be  made  up,  that  this  exportation 
is  every  year  larger  and  larger,  and  that  at  the 
fame  time  there  is  a  general  complaint  all  over 
England,  of  wool  being  a  drug,  I  am  rather  in- 
clined to  believe,  that  there  may  be  over-entries 
made  of  the  woollen  manufadture,  not  fo  much  in 
the  fine  draperies,  as  in  the  perpetuanas,  ferges, 
feys  and  ftuffs,  which  the  board  may  obfervc  from 
the  fix  years  comparifon  hereunto  annexed. 

If  it  is  thought  of  any  confequence  to  the  public 

to  have  a  yearly  view  before  them  how  the  wool- 

3  Icn 
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lenmanufri<5lure  ftands,  I  cannot  fee  how  it  is 
be  compaflcd,  unlefs,  by  fome  law,  the  mcrchi 
be  obliged  to  make  a  regular  entry  of  thofe  com- 
modities, and  under  a  penalty,  and  unlefs,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  proper  officers  by  the  faid  act  (hall 
be  direfted  to  keep  an  account  of  the  true  quanti- 
ties exported,  to  which  the  infpeftor-gencral  of 
exports  and  imports  may  have  recourfc,  in  order  to 
check  the  entries  when  they  are  to  be  paffed  in  his 
ledgers. 

At  a  feafon  when  there  was  fuch  a  want  of 
funds,  as  there  has  been  for  feveral  years  laftpaft, 
and  while  there  was  fuch  a  neceffity  of  loading  all 
the  importations  to  England,  it  is  difficult  to  find 
a  crood  reafon  why  this  fmall  duty  of  5/.  per 
cent,  upon  the  exports  was  taken  off.  They  who 
look  upon  this  proceeding  with  impartial  eyes, 
muft  efteem  it  no  better  than  affeftation  of  popu- 
larity i  it  is  true,  for  the  encouraging  the  exports 
of  your  own  produft  and  manufaftures,  they 
oucyht  to  be  under  eafy  duties  outwards,  but  at 
the' lame  time,  for  encouraging  trade  in  general, 
the  duties  inwards  ought  not  to  be  fo  high  as  to 
render  the  merchant  incapable  of  carrying  on 
large  dealings  in  the  world,  and  to  make  the  Ex- 
change become  a  deferved  place ;  and  it  is  well 
worth  the  confideration  of  the  wifeft  heads,  whe- 
ther this  free  export  of  the  woollen  goods,  and 
the  bounty  upon  corn  exported,  be  not  rather  a 
profit  of  our  neighbours  than  to  the  body  of  this 
kingdom. 

The  board  will  fee,  from  the  annexed  jpapcr, 
that  the  duties  upon  the  woollen  goods,  for  the 
three  laft  years,  while  they  paid  fubfidy,  by  a 
medium  of  the  faid  three  years,   amounted  to 
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This  fum  Isud  afrefh  upon  outward  goods,  and 
which  does  not  appear  to  be  fuch  a  burthen  upon 
trade  as  the  debts  of  the  nation  may  not  render 
tolerable,  would  either  be  a  ^ood  prefent  fund  for 
money,  or  may  come  in  aid  and  eafe  of  fome 
branch  of  our  importation  that  is  over-taxed; 
and  though  but  half  of  the  former  fubfidy  ihould 
be  laid,  it  would  be  a  means  to  prevent  the  mer- 
chant  from  over-entries,  and  bring  upwards  of 
20,000/.  per  ann,  to  the  publick. 

In  that  variety  of  eftimates  that  have  been  here 
offered  to  this  honourable  board,  it  may  reafon- 
ably  be  afked,  how  far  the  entries  and  calculations 
thereof  are  to  be  depended  on ;  in  which  point, 
without  any  fort  of  difguife,  I  ihall  deliver  my 
opinion. 

As  to  the  entries  inwards,  I  have  reafon  to 
think  there  is  very  little  difference  between  them 
and  thofe  accounts  in  the  Cuftom-houfe,  whereby 
the  duties  are  charged  and  afccrtained,  except 
where  there  is  allowances  made  for  damaged  and 
dcfeftive  goods,  which  is  no  fuch  article  as  will 
make  any  material  change  in  the  general  compu- 
tations. 

As  to  the  entries  outwards,  I  doubt  the  woollen 
manufaftures  are  not  the  only  inflance  of  the  mer- 
chant's entering  more  than  he  really  fhipped  off; 
for  though  there  are  fome  difficulties  in  the  prac- 
tice, yet,  for  by-ends  to  himfelf,  he  now  and  then 
makes  entries  and  deftroys  the  cocquet.  The 
goods  thus  entered  are  pernaps  never  fhipped  off, 
and  yet  the  quantities  remain  in  the  bills  of  entry  : 
but  an  account  of  all  debentures,  goods  entituled 
to  a  drawback,  mufl  of  courfe  be  kept  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  fearchers,  becaufe  they  teftify  in  the 
faid  debenture  the  true  quantities  Ihipped  off.     If 
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the  merchant  makes  an  entry,  as  I  am  infonne<l 
is  frequent,  when  the  fliip  or  veflcl,  mentioned  in 
his  cocquet,  is  not  capable  of  taking  the  goods 
aboard,  in  fuch  cafe  he  is  obliged  to  make  a  frefh 
entry,  and  take  out  a  frefli  cocquet. 

This  praftice  begets  fome  uncertainty  in  the 
entries,  however,  I  have  reafon  to  think  none 
very  material  -,  but  the  number  of  clerks,  I  am 
allowed,  has  never  been  fufficient  to  compare  and 
chccquc  the  faid  entries  with  the  fearchers  books, 
which  if  I  were  enabled  to  do,  the  ledgers  would 
be  as  authentick,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as 
any  accounts  of  this  nature  can  poffibly  be  ren- 
dered :  and  that  I  might  be  in  a  better  capacity 
to  perform  this  fervice,  and  for  divers  other  rea- 
fons,  in  the  year  1704  I  gave  a  petition  to  my 
lord  Godolphin,  and  a  memorial  to  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  cuftoms,  praying  for  a  greater  num- 
ber of  hands,  as  well  tor  the  current  fervice,  as 
to  rctrofped  into  the  pofture  of  our  general  trade, 
for  fome  years  antecedent  to  the  firft  year  j  but 
the  commiffioners  of  her  Majefty^s  cuftoms  did 
not  think  fit  to  make  this  allowance. 

I  have  annexed  to  this  report  the  faid  memo- 
rial, to  fliew  there  is  no  blame  lies  on  me,  if  this 
honourable  board  does  not  find  thefe  accounts  in 
iliat  exaclnefs  which  my  natural  curiofity  leads 
iiie  to  reduce  them  -,  and  if  I  am  not  in  fuch  readi- 
nels  to  lay  before  them  the  ftate  of  our  trade  with 
all  other  countries,  as  well  as  with  France  and 
Holland  ;  and  fhall  add  no  more  upon  this  head, 
but  that,  if  J  had  been  affifted  with  more  hands, 
you  fhould,  by  this  time,  have  had  an  ampler 
hiftory  of  our  foreign  trade. 

As  to  the  valuations  urpon  the  rcfpeftive  com- 
modities, I  have  therein  followed  my  worthy  pre- 
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deceflbr,  but  have  been  long  inclined  to  think^ 
that  fomc  of  our  own  native  produfts  have  been 
over-valued,  and  that  time  has  made  fome  altera- 
tion in  the  price  of  foreign  commodities;  for 
which  reafon  I  have  not  pofted  my  ledgers  for 
thefe  laft  four  years,  contenting  myfelf  with  rc- 
giftering  all  the  entries  of  imports  and  exports  in 
quarterly  books,  to  which  I  can  have  recourfe, 
and  from  whence  I  can  cxtraft  accounts  upon  all 
occafions,  ftill  expefting  that  peace  would  fix  a 
more  certain  price  upon  all  commodities,  as  well 
foreign  as  of  home  growth,  exported  and  im- 
ported. 

But  fuppofe  there  may  be  fome  over-entries  not 
correfted  and  fet  right  with  the  real  quantity  ex- 
ported^ it  does  not  fliake  the  reafoning  part  of 
what  has  been  here  offered,  only  pro  tanto  as  the 
value  of  fuch  over-entries  may  amount  to,  which, 
upon  the  whole,  I  take  to  be  inconfiderable,  ex- 
cept in  the  goods  not  paying  duties  outwards, 
whereof  the  entries  may  be  made  certain,  if  the 
jparliament  is  defirous  to  have  a  tiiie  account, 
from  time  to  time,  of  the  increafe  or  decreafe  in 
the  woollen  manufadtures. 

From  what  has  been  here  laid  down,  it  is  evi- 
dent enough,  that  though,  by  a  medium  of  feven 
years,  our  grofs  cxportations  to  Holland  have 
been  1,937,9341.  per  ann.  and  though,  by  the 
fame  medium,  our  grofs  importations  from  thence 
have  been  but  549,8321.  per  ann.  yet,  as  to  gain, 
the  balance  mull  have  been  on  their  fide,  becaufe 
they  have  not  carried  from  us  goods  only  for  their 
own  confumption,  but  materials  for  their  com*- 
merce  with  other  countries,  infomuch  as  it  may 
with  fafety  be  affirmed,  that  the  fame  war,  which 
in  fo  many  inftances  has  impaired  England,  muft 
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have  brought  a  vaft  incrcafe  of  wealth  to  the 
body  of  their  people  -,  and  of  the  fevcral  branches 
of  our  foreign  trade,  whilft  fome  of  them  have 
been  Icffened,  and  others  in  a  manner  quite  loft^ 
they  have  enlarged  their  dealings,  and  daily 
become  richer  and  ftronger  from  our  fupine  ;ieg- 
ligence. 

I  fhould  not  revive  antient  fears,  or  endeavour 
to  awaken  the  thoughts  of  men  upon  this  fubjeft, 
were  not  the  fafts  lying  before  me  convincing 
proofs,  that  in  fome  parts  they  fupplant  us,  in 
others  incroach  upon  us,  and  every  where  out- 
wit us.  In  the  mean  time,  we  have  behaved  our- 
felves  like  a  young  man  born  to  a  great  eftate, 
who  thinks  his  condition  fuch,  that  no  cxpence, 
and  no  want  of  care,  can  do  him  hurt,  till  at  laft 
his  creditors  begin  to  call  in  for  the  mortgages 
they  have  upon  his  land,  and  till  he  finds 
his  rents  will  not  anfwer  the  intereft  of  what  he 
owes. 

A  trading  country  muft  full  as  much  look  after 
the  commerce  of  trade  as  the  bufmefs  of  the  war, 
otherwife  the  finews  of  the  war  will  foon  Qacken  •, 
but  how  far  we  have  facrificed  our  intereft  to 
other  confiderations,  will  be  feen  when  we  have 
ieiuire  to  look  about  us,  and  when  peace  fliall 
have  brought  us  into  wifer  and  cooler  thoughts. 
To  fuch  (and  they  are  not  few)  as  are  of  opinion 
that  the  Dutch  have  been  lofcrs,  and  we  gainers 
by  the  war,  becaufe  of  our  great  exportations, 
thefe  queftions  fhould  be  offered :  How  comes  it 
to  pafs  that,  for  feveral  years,  we  have  been  the 
borrowers  and  they  the  lenders  ?  How  have  they 
gained  the  lar^^e  efFefts  they  have  in  our  annuities, 
and  ftocks,  and  all  other  funds  ?  And  whence  is 
jr,  that,  at  tliis  inftant,  the  Bank  of  Amfterdam 
2  contains 
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contains  more  of  the  fpccies  of  gold  and  filver, 
than  perhaps  is  current  over  all  the  reft  of  Eu- 
rope, when,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  plain,  to  thofe 
who  are  not  refolved  to  fhut  their  eyes,  that  we 
have  nine  millions  lels  in  coin  than  we  had  in  the 
year  1688  ? 

After  fo  many  millions  have  been  expended,  to 
enlarge  the  fame  and  glory  of  this  kingdom,  and 
in  carrying  on  a  war  with  land-armies  (fo  much 
out  of  our  proper  fphere,  and  beyond  our  natural 
ftrength)  it  will  be  feafonable  to  confider  of  fuch 
ways  as  may  lead  to  our  future  fafety,  and  repair 
the  loflcs  England  has  fuftained,  by  taking  wrong 
meafures  in  the  fupport  of  this  alliance.  Our 
part  had  been,  to  have  carried  on  an  extended 
war  by  fea,  and  to  have  diftreffed  the  enemy  in 
all  their  ports  at  home,  and  on  their  Weft-Indian 
coaft  -,  and  we  fliould,  in  a  larger  degree,  have 
left  to  the  confederates  the  care  of  their  own 
defence  by  land.  The  chief  expences  of  fleets 
are  at  home  among  ourfelves,  and  keep  our 
treafure  within  the  kingdom ;  land  armies  either 
carry  out  money  in  fpecie,  or,  by  bills  of  ex- 
change,  intercept  the  profits  arifing  from  trade, 
which  is  one  and  the  fanK  thing,  and  almoft 
equally  tends  to  the  impoverilhment  of  a  nation  : 
befides  that,  large  fubfidies  always  beget  long 
wars,  where  they  who  receive  can  never  be  fo  foon 
weary  of  their  bufmefs  a!s  they  that  arc  to  pay. 
By  land-armies  we  enrich  other  countries;  by 
great  fleets  we  cherifti  and  maintain  our  own 
people,  and  proteft  our  trade  from  the  infults  of 
our  enemies,  and  from  the  encroachments  of  our 
allies  and  frieods. 

Without  arrogating  too  much  to  ourlelves,  we 

may  Ikfdy  lay,  and  poilerity  w^li  be  of  the  fame 
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opinion,  that  the  wealth  of  England  has  chiefly 
fupportcd  the  confederate  arms,  which  wealth  was 
the  refult  of  a  long  and  flourifliing  trade ;  and 
what  has  been  exhaufted  from  us,  is  no  other 
way  to  be  reftored,  but  by  taking  the  fame  courfes 
whereby  it  was  firft  gotten.  It  is  not  to  be  de- 
nied, but  our  anccftors  were  carelefs  in  many 
points,  and  have  fufFered  our  neighbours  to  get 
many  advantages  over  us,  which  a  little  vigour  in 
the  adminiftration  might  have  prevented ;  but  in 
thofe  days,  riches  flowed  in  fo  raft  upon  us,  that 
many  omiflions  in  the  ftatc  may  be  well  excufed  j 
befides,  the  power,  firft  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria, 
and  then  of  France,  was  fo  formidable,  and  the 
Protcftant  intereft  fo  low,  as  might  reafonably 
induce  the  minifters  of  thofe  days  to  connive  at 
fome  proceedings  of  other  countries,  however  pre- 
judicial they  might  be  to  the  commercial  intereft 
of  Great-Britain. 

But  now  Spain,  in  whatever  condition  of 
ftrength  a  general  peace  Ihall  kave  it,  will  not, 
for  fome  ages,  be  able  to  do  us  hurt  *,  and  it  is 
manifeft  enough,  the  fuccefs  of  the  Queen's  arms 
have  fo  interrupted  the  progrefs  France  was 
making  towards  univerfal  monarchy,  and  fo 
broken  the  French  forces,  that  they  wiU  be  glad, 
for  many  years,  not  to  deviate  from  the  paths 
of  peace :  lb  that,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  calm, 
which  is  like  to  follow  luch  a  long  ftorm, 
may  give  her  Majefty*s  fubjefts  opportu- 
nities to  regain  the  ground  they  have  loft  in 
trade. 

There  is  nothing  weaker,  than  pretending  to 

ofi^er  particular  rules  how  a  country  may  thrive 

by   foreign  traflick:    trade  muft  be  fuffered  to 

take  its  own  courfe,  and  will  find  its  own  chan- 
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nel.  If  merchants  are  encouraged,  if  their  in- 
tereft  is  aflerted  with  courage  in  courts  abroad, 
and  in  all  negociations  with  other  countries,  and 
if  the  duties  are  not  fo  high  as  to  compel  men 
to  withdraw  their  efFcfts  from  commerce,  a 
nation  that  has  convenient  ports,  whofe  na- 
tural genius  leads  them  to  fea  affairs,  who 
abound  in  fuch  rich  native  produft  of  their 
own,  and  who  have  fo  many  hands  working 
for  them  in  their  American  plantations,  can 
never  fail  of  acquiring  wealth  by  trade,  pro- 
vided that,  by  negligent  or  fearful  councils, 
they  do  not  leave  room  for  their  neighbours  to 
wrcft  it  from  them, 

As  war  has  been  managed,  for  thefe  laft  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years,  merely  by  the  power  of 
money,  no  nation  can  be  accounted  fafe,  or 
miftrefs  of  its  liberties,  that  is  not  in  a  condition 
to  contend  with  its  oppofites  at  the  weapon 
they  make  ufe  of;  on  the  contrary,  when  it  is 
vifible  that  the  ftrength  of  a  people  is  wafted, 
fuch  a  people  lies  expofcd  to  the  firft  invaders 
that  have  gathered  wealth  enough  to  fit  out  new 
fleets,  and  raife  new  armies. 

They  who  have  been  for  flattering  our  di- 
ftempers,  and  who  have  reaped  their  beft  har- 
veft  from  publick  poverty,  will  pretend  there 
is  as  great  a  plenty  of  money  in  the  kingdom 
as  formerly  \  but  fuch  as  will  take  the  pains 
to  enquire  into  the  condition  of  our  affairs, 
will  find,  from  fafts  not  to  be  confeflTed,  that 
our  fpecits  of  gold  and  filver  is  very  much 
diminiftied.  It  is  true,  we  now  have,  and  all 
along  have  had,  an  cxtenfive  credit ;  however, 
England  can  never  be  reckoned  entirely  fatV, 
till   it  poffeflcs  fuch  a  quantity  of  coin  as  may 
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)3e  proof  againft  any  fudden  emergencies  of 
invafions,  new  wars,  or  future  breach  of  trea- 
ties, and  as  may  bear  Ibme  due  proportion  with 
paper-credit.  But  this  is  only  to  be  expeAed 
from  time  and  the  enlargement  of  trade,  to 
which  the  inunenfe  Itock  we  have  in  paper- 
credit  will  contribute;  and  this  ftock  may  be 
well  looked  upon  to  be  fo  confiderable,  as  to 
enable  us  hereafter  to  cope  with  our  wealthy 
neighbours,  it  being  as  transferable  as  money  in 
the  Bank  of  Amfterdam,  and  will  be  thought  to 
have  as  much  intriiific  value,  when  we  have  the 
profpeft  of  a  lafting  peace. 

But  to  give  thcie  things  a  fixed  price,  to 
promote  navigation,  to  encreafe  our  fekmen,  to 
make  this  kingdom  rich  in  realit)%  as  well  as 
in  opinion,  and  to  bring  in  bullion,  all  our 
endeavours  muft  tend  to  the  advancement  of 
our  trade. 

The  world  is  large  enough  to  employ  the  in- 
duftry  and  wealth  of  both  nations;  and  fince 
the  expence  of  this  long  war  is  like  chiefly  to 
terminate  in  rendering  tlie  Dutch  fecure,  by  a 
ftrong  barrier  againll  the  power  of  France, 
they  cannot,  by  the  rules  of  equity,  complain 
of  any  mcafures  we  fhall  hereafter  take  for  our 
own  prefervation,  and  to  recover  thofe  branches 
of  our  trafRck  which  the  war  has  either  loft  or 
interrupted. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  here  to  take  notice, 
in  what  parts  of  foreign  trade  we  have,  from 
rime  to  time,  been  fupplanted  by  our  neigh- 
bours, and  pariicularly  fince  the  very  time 
our  arms  and  councils  have  been  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  maintaining  the  common  caufe  \  but, 
as    occafion    Ihiiil    offer    itfelf,    in    treating    ot 
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the  dealings  between  England  and  other  coun- 
tries, I  Ihall,  in  obedience  to  their  precept,  lay 
what  has  occurred  to  me  before  this  honourable 
board. 

It  is  not  realbnable  to  difFer  with  another 
country  becaufe  their  conduft  has  been  better 
and  wifer  than  yours  ;  but  we  are  to  correft  our 
own  errors  by  their  wiifdom  :  our  future  bufinefs, 
therefore,  will  be  to  oppofe  induftry  with  induftry, 
and  to  fet  up  tenacioulhefs,  in  what  relates  to  in- 
tereft  againft  the  fame  principle,  when  we  fee  it 
is  in  others  the  only  rule  whereby  they  govern 
all  their  Aftions. 

When  we  find  our  neighbours  enterprizing, 
vigilant,  and  jealous  in  whatever  has  relation  to 
their  trade  5  and  when  we  obferve  them  ftill  en- 
deavouring to  get  ground,  and  never  yielding 
any  point  to  us,  but  forming  long  fchemes,  cal- 
culated to  take  effeft  many  years  to  come,  in 
order  to  enlarge  thcmfelves  at  our  expence,  it 
will  become  good  patriots  to  look  about  them, 
and  to  take  care  left  in  time  England  fhould  be 
in  a  manner  excluded  from  the  commercial 
World, 

Whenever  we  lofe  our  trade,  we  muft  bid 
farewel  to  that  wealth  and  ftrength  which  have 
hitherto  enabled  us  to  preferve  our  liberties,  a- 
gainft  the  defigns  of  Spain  and  France,  the  two 
greateft  monarchies  that  have  been  erefted  fince 
the  declenfion  of  the  Roman  empire  \  want  of 
due  circumfpeftion  in  a  point  fo  effential  to  the 
exiftence  ot  this  kingdom,  may,  perhaps,  in 
lefs  than  an  age,  reduce  us  to  be  the  prey  of 
fome  conquerors,  notwithftanding  our  large  ef- 
tates  in  land,  the  fertility  of  our  foil,  the  rich- 
ncfs  of  our  produft,  and  the  convenience  of  our 
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ports,  which  natural  advantages,  if  not  well 
made  ufe  of,  and  directed,  inftead  of  becoming 
a  defence,  are  rather  fo  many  motives  to  invite 
over  invaders  of  a  country  which  fufFers  its 
naval  ftrength,  the  eflfedt  of  trade,  ai)d  of  trade 
only,  fo  to  langui(h  as  to  be  no  longer  in  a  pof* 
tare  to  defend  itfelf. 

From  what  has  been  opened  in  the  whole  Se- 
ries of  this  report,  the  board  will  be  the  beft 
judges,  whether  the  Enelifh  or  Dutch  have  been 
gainers  in  the  balance  of  thofe  vaft  dealings  that 
of  late  years  have  been  between  us :  the  fafts 
have  been  here  fct  down  with  fincerity  and 
truth,  in  which  it  is  humbly  left  for  others  to 
determine. 

But  if  we  have  been  lofers  there,  or  if  there 
is  a  fenfible  decay  in  other  branches  of  our  traf- 
fick,  proper  remedies  fhould  be  applied  to  a  Difeafe 
that  may  grow  fo  fatal  to  a  commonwealth. 

If  Holland  is  become,  in  too  extenfive  a  de- 
gree, the  warehoufe  and  general-magazine  of  our 
corn,  plantation,  and  Ealt-India  goods,  it  is  not 
impoflible  to  obviate  that  mifchicf. 

I  ft.  By  encoumging  the  ereftion  of  public 
grainaries  in  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom. 

2dly,  By  enlarging  the  time  for  drawbacks 
on  tobacco,  fugars,  and  feveral  other  American 
commodities. 

gdly.  By  taking  off  the  prohibition  that  now 
lies  upon  the  Eaft  -  India  and  Perfian  filks 
and  ftuffs,  and  not  to  drive  them  thus  to  Am- 
ftcrdam  and  Rotterdam  :  perhaps  an  experiment 
of  four  or  five  years  would  plainly  demonftrate 
that  the  wear  ct  them  would  not  fo  much  hurt 
us  at  home  in  the  confumption  of  our  woollen 
manufafture?,  as  the  vent  of  them  abroad  inter- 
feres 
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feres  with  the  (ale  of  our  woollen  goods  m  foreign 
markets. 

To  be  in  a  lading  condition  to  cope  with  the 
Dutch  in  trade,  we  muft,  as  well  in  time  of 
peace  as  war,  have  a  fleet  in  readinefs  ftrong 
enough)  upon  all  occafions,  vigoroufly  to  aflerc 
our  dominion  of  the  Sea :  trade  has  been  ever 
obferved  to  follow  power,  and  to  be  influenced 
by  it.  That  nation  which  has  the  befl:  navy 
will  have  the  moft  merchant-fhips  reforting  to 
it  for  profit  or  proteftion ;  and  m  fuch  a  pof- 
ture  you  are  courted  by  your  friends,  and  ter- 
rible to  your  rivals.  No  profeflion  of  men  fooner 
feel  the  efiefts  of  national  increafe,  or  decreafc 
in  reputation,  than  merchants.  If  your  country 
is  thought  weak,  declining,  and  afraid  to  refent 
injuries,  you  are  oppreflTed  and  over-borne  by 
all  that  have  dealings  with  you,  who  are  apt  to 
defpife  the  bafe,  though  they  get  by  them ;  on 
t  he  contrary,  when  a  nation  is  efteemed  power- 
ful, and  tenacious  of  the  point,  as  well  of  ho- 
nour as  of  intereft,  they  are  countenanced  by 
princes,  let  them  be  never  fo  remote,  their  fac- 
tors every  where  commanding  the  market.  And 
it  is  remarkable,  the  French  could  never  obtain 
to  have  the  bufinefs  of  their  commerce  well  fet- 
tled at  the  Ottoman-Porte,  till  the  year  1673, 
when  their  fucceflfes  made  fuch  a  nolle  through- 
out Europe.  The  fame  of  England  has  been 
advanced  to  fuch  a  height,  during  the  laft  War, 
that  the  trading  men  will  hereafter  rafte  their  pro- 
portion of  benefit  by  it,  if  our  maritime  affairs 
are  not  neglefted. 

The  way  to  retrieve  what  we  may  have  loft,  is 
not  to  offer  affronts,  or  to  make  ill-grounded 
cavils,    or   to  renew  abfolute  prctenfions,  much 
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lefs  to  come  to  an  open  breach  with  any  of 
our  neighbours.  We  fhould  rather  endeavour  to 
reftore  our  trade  to  its  forfner  condition,  by 
ftrong  and  fteady  councils,  fuch  as  may  demon- 
ftrate  to  the  world,  that  we  are  rather  defirous  to 
preferve  ourfelves  than  to  difturb  others  ;  and  fo 
to  temper  our  proceedings  with  thofe  between 
whom  and  us  future  dilputes  may  happen  to 
arife,  as  to  give  conftant  proofs,  that  we  can  ad- 
here to  national  intereft,  without  making  any 
ftep  prejudicial  to  the  common  concerns  of  reli- 
gion, which  fhould  always  link  together  Great- 
Britain  and  the  United  Provinces  ;  but  at  every 
turn  to  facrifice  the  national  intereft  to  what  folly, 
or  faftion,  is  pleafed  to  call  the  common-con- 
cern of  religion,  rather  argues  fear  and  weaknefs 
in  the  ftate,  than  the  piety  and  wifdom  in  the  ru- 
lers. 

When  our  neighbours  are  plainly  difcerned  to 
engrofs  any  foreign  bufmefs,  though  to  our  pre- 
judice •,  this  working  by  the  rules  of  juftice,  can 
never  be  deemed  a  luflicient  ground  of  quarrel ! 
For  trade  in  fome  fenfe,  is  Fere  nature  et  primi 
occupaulis  •,  and  whenever  we  negleft  any  branch 
of  it,  it  becomes  a  derelift,  which  the  firft  ap- 
proacher  may  legally  take  into  his  own  pof- 
feffion  :  however,  let  fuch  tranfaftions  be  called 
incroachments,  or  unkind  intrufions,  they  fhould 
always  be  compofed  in  fuch  a  friendly  manner,  as 
to  avoid  an  immediate  breach,  and  to  prevent 
fowing  the  feeds  of  future  wars. 

It  would  be  thought  abfurd  if  one  neighbour 
fhould  differ  with  another,  for  being  more  frugal, 
vigilant,  aftive,  and  confequently  to  thrive  bet- 
ter than  himfclf :  on  the  contrary,  he  is  to  emu- 
late this  man,  and  as  near  as  pofTible,  to  fquare 

his 
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his  own  aftions  by  thofe  rules  which  he  finds  liave 
made  the  other  profperous :  this  likewife  holds 
between  countries  that  are  rivals  in  the  lame  myf- 
teries ;  and  if  you  will  ever  pretend  to  out-do 
the  Dutch  in  trade,  we  muft  practice  feveral  of 
their  virtues,  and  lay  afide  many  of  our  own 
vices. 

It  is  not  yet  come  to  my  knowledge  what  ex- 
tent of  territory,  or  addition  of  people,  the  late 
conquefts  in  Flanders  (fecured  by  the  treaty  of 
barrier)  have  brought  to  Holland,  nor  am  I 
well  enough  apprized,  of  the  nature  of  the  foil, 
to  form  any  conjecture,  how  far  their  new  ac- 
quifitions  may  diljpofe  them  to  interfere  with  us 
in  the  woollen  manufaftures  •,  but  this  muft:  be 
evident,  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  compleat 
the  greatnefs  of  this  nation  but  elbow-room 
for  their  induftry  to  work  in  -,  if  the  foil  cr  turf 
be  proper  for  tlic  breed  of  fhecp,  or  if  their 
new  dominions  lie  contiguous  to  countries  from 
whence  wool  may  now  at  prcfent  or  hereafter, 
be  fetched :  this  dangerous  competition  in  a  com- 
modity upon  which  the  kingdom  fo  much  de- 
pends may  give  England  very  juft  fears. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  in  this  place  to  fliew 
the  board  what  a  proportion  the  woollen  manu- 
fafturcs  bear  to  all  other  exports  whatfoever,  and 
in  this  comparifon  I  fliall  pitch  upon  a  year  be- 
fore the  fubfidy  duties  were  taken  off,  and  which 
therefore  is  Icls  liable  to  the  fufpicion  of  falfe 
or  over-entries. 


Our 
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Our  general  exports  for  thei^  gg 

Year  1699,  are  valued  at jv,/o«,iuu  1/  u* 

Whereof  the  woollen  ma-n 
nufa6tures  for  the  fame  year,  i  2,932,292  ij  61 
are    valued    at  —  3 


From  this  account,   which  in  all  probability 
may  be  relied  on,  it  appears  that  our  woollen 
goods  are  above  a  third  of  our  univerfal  exports  : 
nor  is  it  neceflary  to  urge  any  other  arguments  to 
prove  how  much  it  concerns  England  to  be  jea- 
lous in  this  point,  and  watchful  over  this  ftaple, 
wherein  any  confiderable  decay  would  affeft  the 
whole  body  of  the  people.    It  is  difficult  to  judge 
how   far    a    populous    and   fertile   country,    lo 
abounding   in   fhips,   and  whofe  inhabitants  are 
frugal  and  induftrious,  and  who  have  formed  fuch 
a  powerful  dominion,  as  is  now  compofed  by  the 
addition  of  fo  large  a  part  of  Flanders,  to  the 
ieven  United  Provinces,  may  carry  the  improve- 
ment of  this  commodity,  cfpecially  fince  it  daily 
grows  more  and  more  vifible  than  other  countries, 
bcfides  her  majefty's  kingdoms,  afford  wool  pro- 
per for  common  ufc :  and  where  there  are  fuch 
numbers  intent  upon,   and  fubfifting  by  manu- 
fadlure,  they  will  eafily  find  materials  for  it. 

But  though  our  neighbours  fhould  continue  to 
prefer  the  intereft  of  their  trafficks  to  all  other 
confiderations,  and  though  they  fhould  perfifl 
to  enlarge  their  foreign  bufinefs  to  our  detriment, 
yet  the  mifchief  is  yet  without  a  remedy,  and 
it  will  always  be  within  our  power  to  give  our- 
fclves  fatisfadion  for  any  injuries  of  this  nature 
they  fhall  be  obferved  to  offer,  and  this  may  be 
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4one  without  coming  to  any  of  thofe  extremities, 
to  which  commonly  nations  have  recourfe,  where 
one  is  feen  to  undermine  the  other. 

Firft  of  all  upon  the  fettlements  of  a  peace, 
in  all  future  treaties  of  commerce  we  fliall  make 
with  other  countries,  we  are  to  fence  particularly 
againft  the  arts  and  incroachments  of  the  Dutch, 
who,  beyond  all  difputes,  are  our  mod  dangerous 
rivals  in  trade ;  we  muft  bear  a  watchful  eye  over 
all  their  proceedings,  and  never  yield  to  them  in 
any  point  wherein  national  Intereft  and  profit  is 
concerned;  nor  can  the  princes  confederated  in 
this  long  war  juftly  find  fault  with  fuch  condud» 
fince  the  heavy  load  of  debts  lying  upon  us  con- 
fidered,  it  will  be  as  impoffible  K>r  England  to 
fubfift  under  any  great  decay  of  the  woollen  ma- 
nufafture,  or  under  any  confiderable  interruption 
in  feveral  branches  of  our  foreign  commerce,  as 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  the  Duch  to  maintain 
thcmfelves  without  their  herring  filhery,  or  that 
part  of  their  Eaft-India  trade  they  now  ftand 
pofleflcd  of;  fo  that  if  they  will  not  be  contented 
to  Jive  and  let  live,  and  bear  themfelves  towards 
us  hereafter  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  ceafe  to 
undermine  us  in  every  part  of  the  commercial 
world,  we  muft  refort  in  the  declenfion  of  our 
wealth  to  that  relief,  which  the  Britifh  feas  at 
all  times  will  have  ready  for  us  ;  and  we  muft 
in  good  earneft  undertake  the  herring  fifhery, 
which  will  give  full  employment  as  well  to  the 
rich  as  to  the  poor.  I  Ihall  here  add  fome  words 
of  the  judicious  writer  Mr.  Muns. 

I  will  deliver  my  opinion  concerning  our  cloth- 
ing, which  although  it  be  the  greateft  wealth,  and 
belt  employment  to  tlie  poor  of  this  kingdom, 
yet  neverthelcfi  we  may,  peradventure,    employ 

our- 
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ourfelves  with  better  fafcty,  plenty,  and  profit 
in  ufing  more  tillage  and  filhing,  than  to  truft  lb 
wholly  to  the  making  of  cloth,  for  in  times  of 
war,  or  by  other  occafions,  if  fome  foreign  princes 
Ihould  prohibit  the  ufe  thereof  in  their  domini- 
ons, it  might  fuddenly  caufe  much  poverty,  and 
dangerous  uproars,  efpecially  by  our  poor  people, 
when  they  ftiall  be  deprived  of  their  mainte- 
nance which  cannot  fo  eafily  fail  them,  when  their 
labours  fhall  be  divided  into  the  faid  diverfity 
of  employments,  whereby  alfo  many  thoufands 
would  be  the  better  able  to  do  goo(i  fervice  in 
occafion  of  war,  efpecially  by  fea. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  prove,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  difference  of  intereft  money  be- 
tween 4  and  6  per  cent,  our  fituation  and  other 
natural  advantages  will  at  all  times  render  us  fu- 
pcrior  in  this  trade,  now  more  efpecially,  that 
England  and  Scotland  are  united  •,  for  before  the 
union,  it  could  never  be  properly  faid  we  had  a 
herring  fifhery. 

Mr.  Muns,  who  wrote  not  long  after  the  re- 
ftoration,  and  always  dates  his  fafts  with  great 
fidelity,  values  the  exportation  of  fifh  in  his  time 
at  140,0001.  per  annum,  but  our  prefent  accounts 
fall  fhort  of  this  fum.  It  is  true,  by  a  medium 
of  live  years  from  1696  to  1 701,  inclufive,  the 
exports  of  fifli  amounted  to  132,8491.  perann^^m; 
however,  this  account  was  not  natural,  but  ra- 
riier  feems  to  have  proceeded  from  the  great  draw- 
backs allowed  them  upon  fait,  for  till  that  way 
of  deceiving  the  public  began  to  be  put  into  prac- 
tice, which  was  about  1698,  the  entries  amount- 
ed to  but  about  52,4001.  per  annum,  and  began 
again  to  diminiih,  when  fome  regulations  were 
made  in   the  laid  drawbacks,  fo  that  from  1699 

to 
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to  1709,  the  medium  of  exportation  for  the  faid 
10  years,  has  been  77,115!.  per  annum,  which  is 
little  more  than  half  of  what  was  exported  50. 
years  ago  :  it  muft  indeed  be  granted,  that  feveral 
of  our  neighbours  have  enlarged  their  fifhing  for 
cod ;  but  whether  they  have  not  made  this  im- 
provement by  our  negligence  is  left  for  others  to 
determine. 

I  (hall  not  at  prefent  farther  enlarge  upon 
this  fubjeft,  defigning  in  fome  other  report  to  lay 
the  fifhing-trade  before  this  honourable  board  ; 
but  in  regard  this  may  happen  to  be  the  fubjedt 
of  debate  in  parliament,  I  have  hereunto  annexed 
an  account  of  the  quality,  quantity,  and  value 
of  all  forts  of  filh  exported  from  England,  and  to 
what  parts  beyond  fea,  for  ten  diftinft  years. 

The  variety  and  intricafy  of  this  fubjeft  have 
rendered  this  report  longer  than  I  expeded,  for 
which,  I  ought  to  a(k  the  pardon  of  a  board 
whofe  time  is  taken  up  in  matters  of  fo  much 
more  importance  than  I  am  able  to  lay  before 
tb-cm. 


All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 

Charles  Davenant. 


Inipeftor  General's  Office, 
December    10,    171 1. 
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relating  to  the  public  revenue^  i.  144. 

Some  hints  and  obfervations  necefTary  for  thofe  who  de- 
iire  to  attain  a  knowledge  in  political  calculations,  i. 
145. 

No  lefs  ufeful  in  matters  relating  to  trade  than  the  {)ublic 
revenue,  i.  146. 
Arlington^  earl  of,  articles  of  impeachment  againU  him,  iii* 

The  queftion  b?ing  put  in  the  Houfeof  Commons  whether 

an  addrefs  ihould  beprefented  to  the  King  to  remove 

him  from  all  his  employments,  it  paiTed  in  the  negative, 

iii.  240. 

Jjembliesf  national  ones,  ihould  be  frequently  called,  and  fent 

home  as  foon  as  the  public  bufinefs  is  difpatched,  ii.  60,  61  • 

Coniift  commonly  of  two  parties,  ii.  304. 

In  fuch  as  meet  by  authority  of  a  iingle  perfon,  fbme 
particular  members  are  taught  to  have  the  fecret,'  and  ftile 
themfelves  the  managers,  ii.  306. 

If  fome  muft  lead  and  others  follow,  'tis  reafonable  the 
guides  (hould  be  well  inftrudled,  ii.  307. 

The  duty  of  fuch  as  are  chofen  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, ii.  348  to  351.  365.  379. 

Nothing  more  dangerous  to  the  conftitution  than  the  fale 
of  boroughs,  iii.  326. 

The  landed  men  ihould  not  be  fupplanted  in  their  own 
boroughs,  iii.  328. 
Athens^  the  Athenian  territory  defcribed  by  Xenophon  capable 
of  affording  a  mighty  revenue,  i.  310. 

Its  natural  produce  and  climate,  ibiJ* 

Situation  for  commerce,  i.  3 1 3. 

Silver  mines,  i.  316. 

The  fecure  fituction  of  the  mines  from  any  invading  ene- 
my, i.  327. 

General  amount  of  aliens  at  Athens,  i.  311.  332. 

Nautick  intereit  of  money  the  higheil  amongft  the  Athe- 
nians, i.  314.  335. 
Auguftus  Csfar,  made  a  difference  betwixt  the  revenue  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  his  own  private  patrimony,  iii.  38. 

He  left  the  commonwealth  in  a  flouriihing  condition,  yet 
in  his  will  he  excufed  the  fmallnefs  of  his  legacies  froai 
theilreightnefs  of  his  private  fortune,  /^. 
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BALANCE  of  power.  £ndand  from  the  time  (he  loll  her 
pofTeflions  in  France,  little  concerned  herfelf  with  foreign 
affairs  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  iii.  302. 

His  politicks  however,  were  too  finely  ipun,  iii.  303. 
Heniy  VIII.  fpent  moil  of  his  father's  immenfe  treafure  in 

order  to  keep  up  the  balance  of  power,  ih. 
Queen  Elizabeth  by  holding  the  balance  properly  made 

England  fafe  and  happy,  iii.  304. 
James  I.  addreiTed  by  his  parliament  to  oppofe  the  growth 

of  the  Spanifli  monarchy,  iii,  304,  305. 
From  1640  to  1651  the  face  ofaiFairs  in  Europe  quite 

altered,  ih. 
Oliver  Cromwell,  regardlefs  of  the  rules  of  policy  and  the 
good  of  England,  made  a  treaty  with  France,  iii.  306. 
Tms  treaty  helped  to  ruin  Spain  which  had  been  for  tome 
years  declining,  and  put  the  balance  of  empire  on  the 
fide  of  France,  iii.  309. 
In  1677  the  commons  of  England,  being  under  apprehen- 
iions  of  the  immediate  growth  and  power  of  France, 
addreffcd  the  king  that  he  would  enterinto  fuch  alliances 
as  might  be  for  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom,  iii.  3 1 3. 
When  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  was  concluded,  England  had 
then  the  profped  of  making  a  great  figure  in  Europe, 
and  holdmg  the  balance,  iii.  316. 
Our  minifters  might  then  have  fallen  upon  an  expedient 
to  keep  the  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain  from  being 
united,  iii.  342. 
Beaumont f  Henrv  de,  accufed  of  having,  to  the  damage  and 
difhcnour  of  the  king,  received  the  kinedom  of  Man  with 
other  lands  and  franchifes  for  himfelf  and  others,  iii.  203. 
He  is  outed  the  king's  council  for  ever,  iii.  204. 
Body  politic,  like  the  human  frame,  fubjed  to  difeafes  and 
death  itfelf,  ii.  7c. 

Mufl  be  ftudied  as  the  human  body,  if  we  mean  to  under* 

ftand  its  Hate  of  health,  its  growth  or  decay,  ii.  1 69. 
All  its  members  fhould,  if  poflible,  be  rendered  ufeful  to 

it,  ii.  205. 
By  wifdom  and  good  conduct  it  may  be  made  long  lived, 
ii.  294. 
Buckingbamt  duke  of,  the  favourite  of  king  James  I.  a  character 
of  him,  iii.  237. 

Articles  of  impeachment  againll  him,  iii.  232  to  237. 
Burnet f  bifhop.     Kis  philofophical  obfcnation  on  the  climates 
fitteft  for  working  up  of  wool,  and  fuch  ab  were  beil  for  the 
manufadory  of  filk,  ii.  235. 
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C^SARy  Juliusy  ranfacks  the  Roman  treafui^»  ill.  36. 
Charles  I.  a  prince  of  virtuous  inclinations,  mifled  by  corrupt 
xniniilers,  iii.  414. 

If  parliaments  had  been  confulted  in  the  reign  of  this 
prince,  he  would  have  made  a  coniiderable  figure  in 
Europe,  iii.  416. 
Charles  II.     There  was  reafon  to  fear  we  fhould  have  fallen  into 
abfolute  monarchy  at  the  refloration,  ii.  322. 

The  temper  of  this  young  prince  more  inclined  to  tafte  the 

pleafure  of  power  than  reel  its  weight,  iL 
It  was  lucky  for  the  kingdom  that  he  put  the  adminiHra- 
tion  of  affairs  into  the  hands  of  chancellor  Clarendon 
and  the  treafurer  Southampton,  ii.  323. 
There  were  a  fet  of  men  however,  who  perfuaded  him 

to  extend  the  re^al  power  in  every  thing,  ii.  323. 
They  conMed  chiefly  of  thofe  who  had  Targe  ambition, 

and  (lender  merit,  ib. 
By  their  inftruments  they  made  him  abfolute  in  Scotland, 
ii.  324. 
Clarendony  earl  of.     The  impeachment  of  this  great  flatefman 
was  rather  a  court  defign,  than  carried  on  by  good  patriots, 
ii.  239. 
Commons 9  Houfe  of.     The  reprefentacives  ought  never  to  give 
up  fundamentals,  iv.  283. 
The  power  of  the  people  delegated  to  them,  iv.  287.  292. 
Men  who  want  to  fet  up  an  appeal  from  the  parliament 
to  the  people  are,  like  Sampfon  when  blind,  endea- 
vouring to  pull  down  pillars  to  overwhelm  thcmfelves 
in  the  ruins,  iv.  287. 
The  happincfs  of  England  depends  on  the  refpedl  and 
obedience  to  that  authority,  which  the  laws  have  veded 
in  the  diitcrent  parts  that  compofe  the  government,  iv. 
289  &  feq. 
The  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  are  the 
peopit'j  ri?jhts  and  privileges  transferred  from  the  elec- 
tors to  the  elefted,  iv.  292. 
Wherever  the  laft  refort  of  appeal  lies  there  is  the  fover- 

eignty,  iv.  294. 

Liberty  is  equally  unfafe  where  parliaments  are  to  be 

frighted  and  influenced  by  popular  clamours  as  where 

they  are  to  be  corrupted  by  minifters,  iv.  296,  297. 

Commonwealths  or  mixed  governments  not  fo  eafily  conquered 

by  great  monarchies  as  lefTcr  *-yrannies  or  principalities,  i. 

I0»  II. 

They  emerge  out  of  debts  and  difficulties,  but  monarchies 
plunge  deeper  in,  i.  416. 
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Credit •  Nothing  more  nice  and  fantaftical*  i.  iji,  1^2. 
The  means  to  reftore  it  when  impaired,  i.  154,  155. 
Nothing  contributes  more  to  ilrengthen  it  than  a  free  cir* 

culation  of  money,  i.  161. 
The  ebbing  and  flowing  thereof  hurts  fome,  and  is  bene- 
ficial to  others,  i.  162. 
Paper  credit  an  imaginary  wealth  which  cannot  ftand  the 
fhock  of  any  fudd en  calamity,  iii.  320. 
CromivelU  Oliver.    To  anfwer  his  own  purpofes,  though  againft 
the  intereft  of  England,  he  made  a  treaty  with  France,  iii. 
306. 

He  thereby  laid  the  firft  ftone  of  that  mighty  building 

which  France  has  fmce  created,  iii.  307. 
The  flatterers  of  that  age,  however,  did  mightily  applaud 

this  public  treaty,  iii.  308. 
A  copy  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty  in  French,  as  extradled 
from  the  records  in  the  Tower  of  London,  iv.  122. 
Cnftoms^  or  duties  on  merchandize ;  high  ones  ruinous  to  trade, 
i.  30,  31.  ii.  267,  268. 

They  are  the  pulfe  of  a  nation  from  which  its  health  or 

decays  may  be  obferved,  i.  136. 
At  firil  not  underftood  in  England,  but  by  degrees  came 

to  great  improvement,  i.  208. 
High  duties  fhould  not  be  laid  on  importation,   but  con- 

fumption,  i.  272. 
Objeftions  thereto  considered,  i.  286. 

DANBY,  earl  of,  lord  high  treafurer  of  England.     Articles 

of  impeachment  againft  him,  iii.  241. 
Delphi,     The  Greeks  made  it  a  point  of  religion  to  defend  the 

temple  therefrom  all  invaders,  i.  328.  339. 
Doems-day  book,  William  the  Norman's  general  furvcy  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  iii.  68. 

In  this  univerfal  furvey  there  was  inferted  whatever  the 
kings  of  England  had  claimed  to  the  time  of  Edward, 
iii.  69. 
Drachma^  an  Attic  coin,  equal  to  fix  oboU  or  feven  pence  half- 
penny Englifh  money,  i.  331. 
Dutch.    They  often  underfell  us  in  our  own  native  commo« 
dity,  i.  100. 

Have  in  iheir  pofleflion  all  the  (pice  iflands,  i.  1 20. 

Their  advantages  thereby,  i.  122. 

Greatly  involved  by  their  expences  in  the  confederate 

war,  i.  248. 
Great  part  of  their  taxes  necefifary  to  keep  out  the  fea,  i, 
354. 

They 
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They  are  In  cxpc6iarion  of  heavy  taxes,  and  govern  theif 

domeflic  concerns  accordingly,  i.  254. 
They  make  all  things  fubfervient  to  trade,  i.  255, 
The  flate  of  Holland  from  1688  to  1695  incluiive,  L  409 

10413. 
Their  national  ilock  confiderably  increaftd  fince  the  con- 
federate war,  i.  415* 
Their  power  moil  formidable  in  the  Eaft  Indies^  i.  418. 
Their  Eaft  India  company  almoft  coeval  with  the  ftatc 

itfelf^  ii.  142. 
The  great  advantages  they  make  by  the  fifhery  on  our 

coafts,  i.  427  to  436. 
Principal  articles  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  in  French, 

betwixt  France  and  the  ilates  of  Holland  after  the 

confederate  war,  ii.  98. 

EAST  INDIA  TRADE,  greatly  beneficial  to  England,  i.  90 
&  feq. 

How  far  it  may  be  detrimental  to  Europe  in  general,  ih. 
Whatever  country  is  in  full  pofleflion  of  it,  muft  give  law 

to  all  the  commercial  world,  i.  94. 
Many  enemies  to  this  traffic,  fome  through  deiign,  others 

inadvertency,  i.  96. 
Dpes  not  interfere  with  fuch  manufadlnres  a^  is  the  in- 

tereft  of  England  to  promote,  i.  119. 
A  view  of  the  Eaft  India  trade  from  England,  in  1688, 

ii.  I2T. 
The  general  balance  in  favour  of  England,  ii.  123. 
Which  form  or  conftitution  will  beft  anfwer  the  ends  of 

an  Eaft  India  trade,  ii.  127  &  feq. 
Confiderations  on   the  Engliih  fettlements,  and  thofe  of 

other  nations  in  India,  ii.  131  &  feq. 
A  joint  ftock,  whereby  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  many 

IS  guided  by  the  wifdom  of  a  few,  feems  to  be  the  bell 

form  of  management  for  an  India  trade,  iL  136.  152. 
Many  probable  ways  of  increafing  our  traffic  in  the  eauern 

climates,  ii.  146.  160. 
This  trade  may  be  as  advantageous  to  the  Englifh  as  ever 

it  was  to  the  Hollanders,  ii.  158. 
Elixabethy   Queen  of  England.     Having  a  dominion  over 
the  hearts  of  her  people,  did  what  fhe  pleafed  with  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  iii.  405. 

She  communicated  the  executive  power  with  which  fhe 

was  entrufted  by  the  laws  to  fuch  ikilful  hands,  that 

there  was  no  occaiion  for  the  legiilative  authority  to 

interpgfe  in  any  thing  fhe  did,  iii.  406. 
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She  converted  her  reign,  by  the  perpetual  lore-tricki 
betwixt  her  and  her  people,  into  a  kind  of  romance, 
but  (he  wholly  negleded  the  nobility,  iii.  428. 

She  was  a  pattern  which  princes  who  intend  to  rule  well 
and  wifely  (hould  ever  have  before  their  eyes,  iv.  374. 

She  governed  with  as  much  felicity  as  wifdom ;  as  long 

as  fhe  reignedt  neither  blind  zeal  nor  wild  ambition 

could  interrupt  the  peace  of  England,  iv«  375. 

EnglanJ,    fuffered  much  by  the  con&derate  war,   yet  will 

tooner  be  in  a  condition  to  make  good  her  public  payments 

than  France  or  Holland,  i.  260  to  268.  281.  &  feq. 

Had  ibme  millions  more  money  than  was  believed,  after 
the  confederate  war,  i.  26  c. 

Ufeful  obfenrations  in  regard  to  the  ways  of  putting  Eng- 
land out  of  debt  fooner  than  France,  i.  268  Sc  feq. 

A  mixed  aid  moil  advifeable,  i.  276. 

Companies,  or  bodies  of  men,  incorporated  for  certain 
immunities,  might  be  of  great  fervice  to  England* 
i*  290  &  (tQ. 

The  arrears  and  deficiencies  of  the  kingdom  for  two  years, 
i.  294,  295. 

The  great  improvement  of  affairs,  from  1600  to  16669 
by  Foreign  traffic,  i.  361  &  feq. 

Increafe  of  buildings,  from  1666  to  1688,  i.  370. 

The  increafe  of  flock  in  the  fame  period,  i.  375. 

By  trade  the  kingdom  would  have  doubled  in  its  ftock 
every  thirty  years,  but  for  the  accidents  of  war  and 
other  calamities,  i.  376. 

The  nation  always  extremely  jealous  of  feeing  any  perfon 
in  veiled  with  too  much  authority,  i.  421. 

Increafed  much  in  inhabitants  from  Henry  the  feventh  to 
the  lafb  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  ii.  113. 

Capable  of  receiving  all  the  benefits  of  trade,  ii.  115. 

The  whole  body  ot  the  people  divided  into  two  dafles^ 

ii.  202. 

Mr.  King's  calculation  of  the  increafe  and  decreafe  of  the 

adual  flock  of  England,  from  the  year  1600  to  16989 

and  the  probability  of  what  it  might  be  in    17109 

ii.  276. 
By  what  fort  of  perfons  all  the  attempts  on  the  liberties  of 

England  have  been  made,  ii.  t68. 
The  ancient  government  had  its  K)undation  on  the  tenures 

introduced  by  the  Goths,  iii.  63,  64. 
By  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  the  crown  defends  none  but 

the  facred  heads  that  wear  it,  iii.  333. 
How  far  the  right  of  making  war,  peace,  and  alliances  i^ 

indefinitely  vefted  in  the  kings  of  England,  iii.  364. 
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The  opinions  of  feveral  antient  lawyers  upon  this  point, 

iii.  365,  366. 
The  kings  of  England  from  the  time  of  William  the 

Norman,  fcarcely  ever  made  peace,  war,  or  alliances, 

without  the  content  of  their  people  for  that  purpofe 

aflembled,  iii.  369  to  405. 
Copies  of  the  records  of  parliament,  by  way  of  illaftrating 

tnis  fubjedt,  moft  of  which  are  in  French,  and  (bme  in 

Latin  or  Englifh,  extradied  faithfully  from  the  records 

in  the  Tower,  iv.  47  to  122. 
Warm  difputes  upon  this  matter  betwixt  king  James  the 

firfl  ana  his  parliament,  iii.  407  Sc  feq. 
The  fame  queftion  warmly  agitated  in  the  rdgn  of  Charles 

the  fecond,  iii.  417  to  421. 
How  this  matter  flood  at  firft  in  the  Gothic  conftitution, 

iii.  422. 
Whoever  looks  into  the  affairs  of  England,  will  (bon 

difcem  from  whence  all  our  uneafmefs,  heats,  divi- 

fions,  and  at  laft  civil  wars  did  take  their  rife,  iv.  383. 
Exchequer  bills.     Some  obfervations  in  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment of  them,  ii.  292. 
£xci/e  on  beer,  ale,  brandy,  &c,  from  1674  to  i6Sp,  i,  25. 
We  may  thereby  judge  what  the  people  coniume,  and 

how  their  numbers  increafe  and  diminifh,  i.  1 36. 
Excife  on  beer,  ale,  &c.  in  the  year  1696,  i.  173. 
A  fcheme  of  the  produce  of  ale  and  beer  leven  years  before 

the  confederate  war,  andfeven  years  after,  i.  175. 
It  appears  from  thence  that  the  exciie  when  under  com- 

miffioners,  produced  much  more  than  when  in  farm, 

i.  176  &feq. 
King  William  did  not  receive  fo  great  a  fum  from  this 

revenue  as  king  Charles,  feventeen  years  before,  i.  184. 
Reaibns  commonly  given  for  this  decreafe,  i.  185. 
The  decreafe  in  London  and  the  country,  i.  1 86. 
Coniiderations  on  this  decreafe,  i.  1 87  &  feq. 
A  great  fum  may  be  got  every  year  in  this  branch  by  (kill 

and  conduct,  or  loS  for  want  of  management,  i.  191. 

ii.  290,  291. 
The  fum  loft  to  king  William,  from  1695  to  1696,  by 

changing  the  former  method  of  management,  i.  195. 
This  branch  of  the  revenue  was  at  firft  fo  little  under- 

flood,  that  it  was  let  to  the  country  gentlemen,  i.  209, 

210. 
Whether  it  would  be  for  the  public  good  to  take  the 

excife  on  ale  and  beer  quite  off,  and  to  lay  a  duty  on 

malt,  i.  221  &  feq. 

All 
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All  duties  on  the  confumption  of  a  large  produce  fall 
with  the  greateft  weight  upon  the  common  fort  of 
people,  ii.  197. 

Great  care  (hould  be  taken  not  to  lay  duties  upon  the 
home  confumption,  ii.  198  &  feq. 

FABIUS,  Maximus,  reflored  the  affairs  of  Rome,  i.  131. 

He  prevailed  more  by  not  fighting,  than  many  confuls 

and  didators  had  done  with  their  courage,  i.  132. 
FaB  xr,  compared  to  a  lunatic  whom  the  pnyiician  cannot 
approach  without  danger  to  himfelf,  J.  181. 

Chiefly  fprings  from  the  difappointments  of  ambitious 

men,  1.  299. 
Where  factions  reign,  the  prince  is  in  greateft  danger, 

for  he  fuffers  by  thofe  errors  continually  committed  on 

both  tides,  when  each  fide  is  always  defirous  to  put  the 

other  in  the  wrong,  i.  i8i. 
I'o  cure  this  dangerous  diflemper  of  fadion  and  parties, 

fhould  be  the  joint  care  of  jufl  men,  i.  180. 
Whether  a  good  citizen  is  to  withdraw  himfelf  when  civil 

difcord  rages,  and  his  fellow  citizens  are  divided  into 

ftrong  and  partial  fadions,  iv,  303. 
There  will  now  and  then  be  caufcs  to  produce  faftions, 

nor  perhaps  is  liberty  fafe  in  a  perpetual  calm,  iv.  305. 
But  when  a  people  being  mifled  by  wicked  and  defign- 

ing  men  have  been  for  any  time  inured  to  factions, 

they  begin  to  lofe  the  faculties  of  judging  between  right 

and  wrong,  and  are  hurried  away  by  all  forts  of  wild 

pafHons,  iv.  307,  308. 
Fadlion  itfelf,  abllrafted  from  the  ill  ufe  the  great  ones 

make  of  it,  produces  more  fatal  mifchiefs  than  foreign 

war,  ficknefs,  or  famine,  iv.  309. 
It  has  happened  but  rarely  that  thofe  who  have  headed 

popular  fadions  have  had  them  entirely  under  their 

obedience,  iv.  312. 
It  is  not  difHcult  to  inflame  a  nation,  but  to  calm  a  people 

when  their  minds  are  under  a  violent  agitation  requires 

a  genius  much  above  the  common  level,  iv.  313. 
The  ill  efFefts  which  fadlions  have  upon  that  fecrecy  in 

councils  fo  neceflary  for  the  carr)'ing  on  of  great  affairs, 

iv.  326. 
Where  they  reign,  right  reafon  is  never  heard,  iv.  328. 
The  time  is  fpent  in  vain  and  cndlefs  debates,  which 

(hould  be  employed  in  a£lion,  iv.  329. 
There  is  no  country  without  a  fetof  intriguing  meddlers 

and  dillurbcrs  of  the  public,  very  dextrous  to  miflead 

the  people,  but  unfkilful  how  to  rule  them,  iv.  332. 

Above 
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Above  all  others,  it  moft  imports  princes  to  fubdoe  the 

many  headed  monfter  faction,  iv.  333. 
Nodiing  more  dilpofes  the  minds  of  men  to  flavery  than 

the  eame  factions  play  for  power,  iv.  342. 
A  perfon  turned  out,  and  in  difgrace  with  a  court,  often 

thereby  gains  an  intereft  with  the  people,  iv.  360. 
A  view  of  the  factions  and  parties  m  England  from  the 

Norman  invaiion  downwards,  iv.  370  Sc  feq. 
Weak  princes  and  weak  miniflers   bring  a  nation  to  be 
divided,  and  thus  in  moft  places  fadibions  take  their 
rife,  iv.  383. 
When  a  kingdom  happens  to  be  divided,  its  breaches  are 
not  to  be  healed  by  complying  with  the  avance  or 
ambition  of  here  and  there  a  man  who  is  thought  to 
make  a  figure  in  his  party,  iv.  385. 
Where  fadions  are  fulFered  to  be  of  long  continuance  in  a 
kingdom,  if  abfolute  dominion  is  not  brought  in,  it  is 
for  want  of  an  enterprizing  temper  in  the  prince,  or 
it  is  owing  to  his  virtue  and  moderation,  v.  7. 
A  date  is  never  without  fome  who  may  be  called  wanton 
enemies,  who  hurt  it  without  malice,    becaufe  they 
have  nothing  elfe  to  do,  v.  28. 
In  a  divided  country,  men  will  cenfure  whatever  is  done 

either  in  the  cabinet  or  the  £eld,  v.  61. 
Fadions  in  the  ilate,  feds  in  religion,  and  armies  reduced 

to  flreights  are  ever  defirous  to  be  in  adion,  v.  62. 
When  affairs  in  the  government  are  fo  conduced,  that 
particular  men  cannot  find  their  account  in  keeping  up 
factions,  they  vanifh  of  themfelves,  v.  66. 
Famine,  the  fcourge  of  God,    but  improvident  dates  more 
liable  to  it  than  wifer  nations,  ii.  22c. 

Whether  it  would  not  be  advifeabie  to  build  public  gra- 
naries in  England  in  cafe  of  a  dearth  of  corn,  ii.  226. 
Tijhery.     The  great  advantages  the  Dutch  reap  by  this  trade 
on  our  coafl,  i.  427. 

It  is  furprizing  we  fhould  fo  much  negled  fuch  a  profit  at 

our  very  doors,  i.  43 1 . 

Forfeitures.     A  view  of  what  has  been  done  in  regard  to  thofe 

of  England  and  Ireland,  from   1690  to  1698,  iii.  271  to 

279. 

Fortrey,  Mr.     His  computation  of  the  trade  of  England  with 

France,  ii.  87.  91  &  feq. 
France.     A  view  of  that  kingdom  during  the  confederate  war, 
J.  7  &  feq. 
For  a  long  tra£l  of  time  had  great  princes  on  the  throne 

and  able  miniftersy  i*  i» 
Her  people  pleafed  with  the  noife  of  viftories,  i.  9. 

The 
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The  revennefl  of  that  kingdom  coniidered,  i.  259  Sc  feq. 
Greatly  incumbered  by  the  expences  of  the  war  with  the 

confederates,  i.  242. 
How  (he  raifed  her  fu^plies,  i.  243. 
Her  debts  contracted  in  the  confederate  war,  not  fo  eafy 

to  be  difcharged  as  thofe  of  England^  i.  246,  247. 

z66f  zSy. 
Indebted  fome  millions  more  than  was  imagined  after  the 

war,  i.  265. 
Arbitrary  power  did  not  fo  much  bring  in  high  taxes  in 

France,    as  high  taxes    introduced  arbitrary  power, 

ii.  297. 
The  nation  was  happy  in  the  conduct  of  thoie  to  whom 

the  management  of  affairs  was  intruded  daring  the  con* 

federate  war,  ii.  361. 
Henry  the  third  gave  the  firfl  mortal  woond  to  the  liber- 
ties of  France,  ii.  367. 
Every  French  minifter  is  a  Proteus,  iii.  340. 
The  condition  of  the  kingdom  very  low,  till  Charles  the 

feventh  had  conquered  Normandy,  and  expelled  the 

Engliih,  iv.  23. 
From  the  year  1450,  ihe  has  been  a  rifing  nation,  iv.  24 

&  feq . 
Tundiy  the  lecurities  for  public  debts,  fliould  be  paid  off  as 
foon  as  poflible,    for  they  may  be  dangerous  to  liberty, 
ii.  28c.  289. , 
Bad  minifters  may  make  a  wicked  ufe  of  them,  ii.  286. 

288. 
Whilft  immenfe  debts  of  the  public  remain,  the  necer> 

iities  of  the  government  will  continue,  and  intereft  be 

high,  ii.  294. 
How  this  will  afFefi  the  balance  of  trade,  ii.  29;. 
The  funds  divide  a  country  into  two  ranks  of  men,  debtors 

and  creditors,  ii.  296. 

GAVESTON,  Pieres  de,  accufed  in  parliament  for  having 
given  the  king  ill  council,  and  having  cheated  him  of  his 
treafure ;  for  which  he  was  baniihed,  iii.  200. 
Germany.     The  Emperors  have  fome  fhadow  of  and  pretended 
fucceffion  to  the  Roman  empire,  iii.  60. 

The  Germans,  the  only  people  who  keep  their  old  con- 
flitution  in  their  public  afTemblies,  iii.  426. 
Goihsf  Vandals,  &c.     Their  fettlements  had  no  high  cufloms 
or  excifes,  ii.  66. 

After  what  manner  they  eftablifhed  the  governments  where 
they  fettled,  iii.  2,  3.  59  &  fcq. 

In 
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In  dieir  governments  the  public  revenues  were  efteemeJ  to 
belong  as  well  to  the  kingdom  as  the  king,  iii.  176. 

There  is  no  cffential  diiFerence  in  any  of  the  forms  of 
government  eftablifhed  by  the  Northern  nations,  after 
they  had  fubverted  the  Roman  ftate,  iii.  429. 
C^viTKfnentSj  refemble  their  governors,  ii.  3 1 . 

Such  as  are  mixed,  ieem  to  promife  the  longeft  duration. 

ii-  53-  .  . 

They  have  an  innate  vigour  which  can  throw  off  thofe 

difeafes  which  feem  to  aiFed  them,  ii.  72. 
A  jg;ovemment  that  will  get  out  of  debt,  ought  to  examine 

into  all  grants  made  by  the  crown,  ii.  291. 
Sometimes  a  mixed  government  may  become  the  greateil 

tyranny  in  the  world,  ii.  301. 
When  the  government  of  a  country  is  well  adminiftered, 

that  country  will  inaeafe  in  wealth  and  power,  ii.  379. 
A  democratical  government,  how  affeded  by  peace  or 

war,  iii.  10,  11. 
It  has  been  a  queflion  among  fome  which  is  moil  eligible, 

a  tyranny  adminillered  with  univerfal  care  or  a  {ree 

Hate,  wherein  all  the  parts  of  government  are  neglected, 

v.  3. 
No  great  empire  was  ever  yet  deftroyed,  but  the  caufes 

of  its  ruin  may  be  traced  out  in  its  hiflory  ieveral  years 

before  it  happened,  v.  13  Sc  feq. 
The  chief  end  of  government  is  to  prevent  corruption*, 

and  the  fewer  there  are,  there  will  be  need  of  fewer 

laws,  V.  i6. 
As  much  phyfic  vitiates  the  blood,  ib  a  multiplicity  of 

laws  depraves  the  manners  of  the  people,  v.  lo. 

Grants  J  from  the  crown.     The  kings  of  England,  from  the 

time  of  William  Rufus,  have  thought  they  might  alienate 

and  difpofe  of  the  crown  lands  at  will  and  pleafure,  iii.  i78« 

The  legiflative  power  however,  has  always  had  a  right  to 

look  into  thofe  grants,  and  to  make  them  void  whea 

exorbitant,  iii.  179. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fourth,  the  commons  complain 

of  outrageous  grants,  iii.  1 8o. 
Several  res^ulations  eftabli(hed  relating  to  the  pailing  of 

grants,  iii.  181  &  feq. 
The  conflitution  of  the  exchequer  fo  contrived  that  no 

grant  fhould  pafs  from  the  king  but  upon  ibid  enquiry 

and  after  mature  deliberation,  iii.  188. 
The  fteps  neceffary  to  be  taken  in  paffing  grants^  iii.  189 

to  192. 
Thefe  fteps  enforced  by  a  law  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 

eighth,  iii.  193. 

The 
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The  law  however  was  enervated  and  often  eluded  bf 
claufes  afterwards  inferted  in  the  letters  patent,  iii.  194.. 

What  intereft  the  people  of  England  have  in  lands  granted 
away^  iii.  262  &  leq. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  eftates,  though  newly 
derived  from  the  crown,  came  in  a  (hort  ipace  of  time 
to  bear  almoft  an  equal  value  with  any  other  fort  of 
land«  iii.  284. 

The  people  no  doubt  may  lay  claim  to  what  belongs  to 
the  puolic  revenue,  but  the  claim  ought  to  be  made 
within  ibme  moderate  compafs  of  time,  iii.  286. 

HEARTH  money,  at  firll  yielded  but  little,  i.  208. 

Hinry  the  firft  of  England,  a  wiie  and  provident  prince,  iii. 

70.  iv.  371. 
Hiwry  the  fecond  refumed  the  lands  given  away  by  his  prede* 
ceflbrs,  iii.  71. 

A  warlike  prince,  ereater  in  revenue  and  extent  of  domi* 
nion  than  any  ofhis  predecefibrs,  iii.  72. 
Henry  the  third  lays  open  his  neceflities  to  the  barons  and  his 
council,  who  gave  him  a  very  feniible  and  fpirited  anfwer, 

^"-  75-  . 

The  firft  prince  who  brought  foreigners  into  his  councils, 

which  gave  great  offence,  iii.  *](>, 
He  was  profufe,  light,  perfidious,  and  extorted  from  his 
country  to  enrich  unworthy  perfons,  iv.  371. 
Hinry  the  fourth  of  France,  a  faying  of  his,  iii.  70. 
Henry  the  fourth  of  England,  by  his  courage  and  wifdom  he 
defeated  all  the  feveru  attempts  that  were  made  to  fubvert 
his  new  eredled  throne,  iv.  372. 
Henry  the  fifth  conquered  France,  and  his  reign  at  home  was 

without  any  inteftine  diicords,  ih. 
Henry  the  fixth  not  havin^^  the  courage  and  abilities  necefTary 
to  reduce  the  barons  within  the  bounds  of  duty,  his  whole 
life  was  a  continued  fcene  of  civil  war  and  bloodfhed,  ib. 
Henry  the  feventh  was  mailer  of  more  ready  money  than  any 
king  of  England  before  him,  iii.  164. 

He  made  the  firft  material  change  in  our  original  confti- 

tution,  iii.  423,  424. 
By  putting  bounds  to  die  mighty  power  of  the  barons,  he 
laid  the  ax  to  the  very  root  of  thofe  faflions  which  had 
difturbed  moil  ofhis  predecefiTors,  iv.  373. 
Henry  the  eighth,  greatly  altered  the  general  balance  of  pro- 
per^ in  England,  iii.  424. 

The  be^nning  of  his  reign  full  of  glory,  but  the  latter 
end  of  it  was  ftained  with  blood,  tyranny,  and  oppreP 
iion,  iv.  373. 
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Somir.    The  two  morals  intended  by  his  Iliad  and  Ody^y» 

ii.  49. 
Horfis.    The  tranfporting  them  out  of  England  above  fuch  a 
value  formerly  prohibited,  ii.  229. 

The  fhape,  ftrength,  and  beauty  of  horfcs  proceeds  from 
the  foil,  ii.  230. 
Ho/pitals,  often  the  monuments  of  ill  gotten  wealth,  attended 
with  late  repentance,  ii.  205. 

A  fcheme  for  fetting  the  poor  to  work,  ii.  207. 

JAMES  I.  enters  into  dilutes  with  his  parliament   about 
prerogative,  iii.  407  &  feq. 
He  liked  rather  to  follow  the  diftates  of  his  own  will  or 

the  advice  of  his  favourites  than  the  counfel  of  his  par* 

liament,  iii.  413. 
He  loved  peace  more  than  fuited  with  the  honour  of  fuch 

a  potent  prince,  or  than  confiiled  with  the  nation's  fu- 
ture fafety,  iv.  37c. 
James  IL  upon  his  leaving  England  the  nation  was  then  a 
blank,  ii.  314. 

Never  had  any  men  fuch  an  opportunity  of  doing  good 

as  they,  who  had  the  chiefeft  hand  in  making  the  revo- 

lution,  ii.  315. 
Their  conduct  cenfured,  ii.  316  &  feq. 
Impeachments,     Several  noblemen  impeached  at  dilTerent  times 
for  procuring  grants,  &c.  iii.  199  &  feq. 
The  impeachment  of  Michael  de  la  Poole,  earl  of  Suffolk, 

is  the  firft  formal  and  regular  one  to  be  met  with  in  the 

records,  iii.  218. 
Impeachment  againft  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  iii.  232. 
Other  impeachments,  iii.  238  &  feq. 
In  impeachments  the  fword  of  jullice  feems  to  have  been 

directed  againft  the  heads  of  miniflers,  not  the  com- 
mon herd  of  courtiers,  iii.  245. 
How  perfons  fhould  behave  under  a  public  accufation, 

iv.  346  &  feq. 
Scipio  Africanusy  his  behaviour  oa  fuch  an  accufation, 

iv.  348.  352. 
There  hardly  ever  was  a  man  who  did  long  manage  the 

affairs  of  a  large  empire  whofe  whole  actions  have  been 

intircly  blamelefs,  iv.  349. 
Nothing  can  more  contribute  to  reftore  peace  and  order 

in  a  government  than  to  overlook  the  perfons  of  men, 

and  to  fall  to  work  in  earned   upon  mending  things, 

iv.  356. 
Lenity  in  relation  to  what  is  padj  and  a  ftridl  care  of  what 

it 
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18  to  come,  may  at  laft  bring  the  offenders  and  offetidei 

to  unite  in  promoting  the  common  good,  iv.  358. 
Jobnt  king  of  Endand,  a  trae  and  remarkable  charaAcr  of 

him  by  Robert  me  clerk,  iii.  74* 
Ireland^  excellently  fituated  for  trade,  ii.  236. 

Should  have  all  encouragement  confident  with  the  welfare 

of  England,  ii.  237. 
Ever  iince  Ireland  did  improve,  England  has  had  no  fmall 

portion  of  her  gains,  ib, 
England  however,  has  cauie  to  be  alarmed  when  (he  makes 

a  progrefs  in  the  woollen  manufadure,  ii.  239. 
Mr.  Mdyneux  doubts  the  right  of  England  to  interfere  ia 

their  matters,  ii.  240. 
The  affair  confidered,  and  Ireland  proved  to  be  a  colony 

of  England,  ii.  2^1  &  feq. 
Reafons  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  woollen  manu<» 

fadures  from  Ireland,  ii.  25 1 . 
Such  a  prohibition  is  however  but  of  little  elFe^l,  unlefa 

the  Iriik  can  likewife  be  prevented  from  carrying  their 

wool  abroad,  ii.  256. 
How  far  it  may  be  the  intereft  of  England  to  encourage 

the  linen  manufaAures  of  Ireland,  and  to  takeoff  the 

prohibitionof  their  cattle,  ii.  257. 
The  diihirbance  in  that  country  much  negle^ed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  revolution,  ii.  312. 
A  certain  party  of  men  were  then  too  bufy  for  themfelves 

at  home  to  mind  other  concerns,  ii.  3 1 3. 
What  intereft  the  people  of  England  have  in  the  forfeited 

eftates  granted  away  in  Ireland,  iii.  266.  269.  &  feq. 
An  account  of  the  expences  for  the  redudtion  of  Ireland, 

iii.  ^67. 
txom  the  dme  of  Henry  II.  Ireland  has  been  made  to 

contribute  fomewhat  to  its  conqueft  or  redudion,  iii. 

268,  269. 
Proceedings  ^and   refolutions  in  parliament  with  regard 

to  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Irelana,  iii.  273  Sc  feq. 

LAND,  of  England,  a  fcheme  of  its  produce  by  Mr.  King, 
ii.  216  &  (eq. 

Inferences  drawn  from  thence,  ii.  221  Sc  feq. 
X^nd  intereft  greatly  benefited  by  trade,  ii.  8i. 
Land  tax,  the  inequality  of  the  taxation  betwixt  thofe 
in  the  north  and  weft  counties,  and  the  home  counties, 
not  eafily  traced,  i.  33  &feq. 
The  firft  attempt  of  reducing  afleffments  to  fome  equality, 

i.  35- 
Aids  on  land  granted  to  king  WHIiam,  i.  38,  39. 

A  table 
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A  table  to  ihew  the  proportion  of  each  county  in  a  monthly 

afleflment,  i.  35.  &  feq. 
Obfervations  and  inferences  from  the  table,   i.  42  & 
feq. 
London^  whether  the  growth  thereof  be  pernicious  to  England, 
i.  59. 

The  proportion  it  bears  to  thereil  of  the  kingdom,  i.  69. 

MARRIAGES,  ihould  be  encouraged  in  everv  ftate,  ii.  190. 
In  London  they  produce  fewer  children  than  thofe  in  the 
country,  ii.  181. 
Maxarin^  a  uieful  minifter  in  France,  i.  7. 
Mina^  an  Attic  coin  equal  to   100  drachmae,  3/.  2j.  6d.of 

Englifh  money,  i.  131. 
Minifters^  virtuous  ones  have  greatly  in  their  power  to  reform 
the  morals  of  mankind,  i.  299  &,  feq. 
A  good  minifler  rare  to  be  found,  i.  421. 
A  oad  minifby  a  furer  engine  to  deftroy  a  ftat*^  than  any 

its  enemies  can  bring  againft  it,  ii.  303.  307  U  feq. 
When  the  minifters  do  well,  the  people  though  reduced  to 

hardihips  fufier  quietly,  ii.  320. 
The  legiUative  power  can  corred  the  mod  infolent,  ii. 

343-  . 
That  minifler  has  the  moil  power  who  is  believed  to  have 

the  mod  integrity,  ii.  344. 
Miniflers  often  defire  their  maders  ihould  be  arbitrary  for 

their  own  impunity,  ii.  352. 
The  mifehievous  confequence  of  bad  minifters,  ii.  356^ 

&  feq. 
How  good  minifters  aft,  ii.  376,  377. 
A  rule  of  Machiavel  by  which  princes  may  choofe  mini- 

fters,  ii.  370  &  feq. 
Good  minilters  may  grow  grey  in  their  offices,  ii.  376. 
They  are  like  rocks  againft  which  the  waves  of  vulgar 

breath  beat  in  vain,  ii.  377. 
Impeachments  of  bad  miniilers  are  the  laws  of  the  fupreme 

fword,  which  ihould   be  drawn  only  to  cut  oiF  great 

offences,  ii.  378. 
fiad  miniilers  will  always  find  excufes,  ii.  379. 
Their  arts  and  practices  to  defend  themfelves  when  called 

to  an  account,  iii.  1 7  &  feq. 
When  they  are  known  to  govern  well  in  the  main,  their 

flips  and  flighter  errors  are  forgiven,  iii.  324. 
With  what  fort  of  miniilers  the  people  will  carry  on  a  war 

with  ipirit,  iii.  352  &  feq. 
A  defcnption  of  the  miniilers  in  king  Charles  I.  reign, 

iii.  415. 
VOL.  V.  I  i  Bad 
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Bad  miniders  nave  always  endeavoured  to  make  a  prince 
worfe  than  they  found  him,  iv.  379. 

An  ambitious  and  wicked  miniileris  himfelf  amore  miier- 
able  flave  than  any  of  thofe,  whom  by  the  vicious  arts 
of  policy  he  would  reduce  to  bondage,  v.  8. 

Miniflers  have  a  very  difficult  game  to  play  when  the 
prince's  mind  has  an  ill  turn  m  it,  when  he  is  unable 
to  adi  of  his  own  head,  and  yet  unwilling  to  take  ad- 
vice from  thofe  who  can  fet  him  right,  v.  1 2. 

Let  minifters  behave  with  all  imaginable  integrity,  yet  it 
will  happen  that  they  cannot  a£t  in  fuch  a  manner,  but 
they  mull  have  many  enemies,  v.  27. 

Whoever  pretended  to  take  upon  him  the  poft  of  minhler 
without  afTociatcs  in  authority,  has  always  been  unfor- 
tunate^ V*  33* 

Good  miniHers  add  ftrength  to  the  prince,  and  are  a  luftre 
to  the  court,  v.  41. 

There  never  was  a  man  born  with  fuch  a  (hare  of  natural 
wifdom  within  himfelf,  as  could  conduA  him  without 
the  help  of  others,  tlirough  all  the  labyrinths  of  public 
bufinefs,  v.  43  Sc  fcq. 

Thofe  who  know  they  are  deficient  in  the  abilities  ex- 
pected from  fuch  as  fit  at  helm  fliould  never  venture 
to  approach  the  throne,  v.  47,  48. 

Witty  men  arepleafant  companions,  but  they  feldom  prove 
able  (latefmen  till  time  has  ripened  their  wit  into  judg- 
ment, V.  49. 

No  proper  political  knowledge  can  be  attained  in  thofe 
courts,  where  they  change  their  miniflers  as  often  a» 
their  fafliions,  v.  50. 

In  a  free  country  divided  into  parties,  it  is  often  difficult 
for  princes  to  fupport  good  minifters,  v.  52. 

As  it  is  not  confiilent  with  the  fafety  of  princes,  to  let  their 
perfonal  kindnefs  to  private  men,  go  as  far  as  to  de- 
fend bad  miniflers,  fo  on  the  other  Mc  it  is  a  wife  and 
religious  duty,  for  them  to  proted  fuch  as  are  faithful 
fervants,  v.  53. 

No  good  minifters  will  engage  in  the  fervice  of  an  unfleady^ 
prince,  v.  55. 

In  a  country  where  there  are  parties,  a  right  adminiftra- 
tion  is  not  always  pleafmg,.  it  diftaftcs  the  ambitious  in- 
triguers on  both  fides,  v.  56. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  who  is  the  mofl  pernicious  mi- 
xiifler,  he  who  makes  his  court  by  flattering  the  prince 
in  whatever  he  does,  or  he  who  looks  no  farther  thaa 
being  popular,  v.  57. 

A  miniiler  of  ilate  fully  qualified  for  the  fervice  of  his 
I  prince 


INDEX, 

prince  Ihottld  be  afraid  of  doing  nothing  but  what  is  ill  in 
itielfy  and  againft  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  conn- 
try,  V.  58- 

There  is  what  mzj  be  called  a  courage  in  council,  which 
is  one  of  the  principal  virtues  neceflaty  to  the  compoii* 
tion  of  a  gooa  ftatefman,  v.  59  Be  feq. 
Monmrcbieif  abfoTute  ones  when  weakened  by  inbred  diforders^ 
feldom  retrieve  their  condition,  ii.  72. 

In  danger  of  great  convulfions  when  the  prince  happens  to 
be  weak  or  wicked,  ii.  300. 

A  tyrant  that  governs  by  the  fword  has  few  friends  but 
men  of  thefword,  ii.  301. 
Honarcby^  nniverial.  The  ambition  of  man  almoft  unbounded, 
iv.  y 

This  infadable  appetite  has  fo  prevailed,  that  even  the 
beft  philofophers  and  moft  famous  law^vers  have  formed 
their  models  of  government  rather  for  increaie  than  pre- 
fervation,  iv.  4. 

The  ambitious  part  of  mankind  have  purfued  their  game 
without  regard  to  honefly^  common  juftice,  orvirtue^ 
iv.  5* 

The  origin  of  liniveHal  monarchy  or  empire,  ih. 

Such  is  the  reftleis  ambition  of  mankind  that  from  the 
earlieft  knowledge  we  have  of  human  affairs,  there 
hardly  appears  to  have  been  any  long  courie  of  time,  ia 
which  fome  people  or  other  did  not  either  obtain  or  at- 
tempt to  procure  themfelves  a  fovereign  fway  over  the 
whole,  iv«6. 

The  Spaniards  had  once  the  appearance  of  obtaining  urn- 
verial  monarchy,  iv.  7. 

Ileafons  how  they  came  to  inifs  what  they  vifibly  aijpired 
to»  iv.  9  &  feq. 

The  greatnefs  of  the  honfe  of  Auftria  was  fudden  and  ac- 
cidental, iv.  10. 

The  Spaniards  aimed  at  fovereigh  fway  without  hands  to 
hold  it ;  they  were  indeed  lords  of  many  kingdoms, 
but  this  was  a  huge  bulk  without  any  finews,  iv.  15. 

Machiavel  obferves  diat  the  Romans  never  were  involved 
in  two  omfiderable  wars  at  the  fame  time,  they  pro- 
ceeded by  leifurely  ffceps,  and  left  nothing  to  chance^ 
iv.  17. 

Kingdoms  that  go  about  to  form  any  great  empire  muft 
have  had  a  long  fucceffion  of  men  of  council  and  adion, 
iv.  20. 

The  rife  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  iv.  2 1 . 

The  Ottoman  and  Spanifh  monarchies  ro&  too  fad  to  con- 
tinue long,  iv.  22. 
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Some  writers  have  been  (brenuous  advocates  for  the  utilic/ 

pf  univerfal  monarchy,  iv.  29. 
Coniiderations  tending  to  point  oat  the  deftruAionof  foch 

empires  to  mankind,  iv.  30  to  38. 
The  Roman  catholic  priefts,  efpecially  the  jefuits,  have 

been  always  friends  to  univerfal  monarchy,  iv.  39. 
All  men  who  love  their  country  fliould  endeavour  to  in* 

tercept  the  growth  and  progrefs  of  univcrial  empires, 

iv.  40,  41. 
As  fome  princes  by  grafping  at  too  great  a  power  have  h>ft 

their  crowns,  fo  fubjeds  by  aiming  at  unbounded  li- 
berties, have  been  reduced  to  bondage,  iv.  391. 
Weak  and  wicked  princes  alFedl  an  arbitrary  rule,  that 

they  may  do  mifchief  more  fecurely,  iv.  393. 
Such  princes  as  did  not  feek  after  power  have  had  it 

thrown  upon  them,  iv.  394. 
In  a  government  where  all  ftoop  to  the  will  of  a  fingle  per- 

fon,  the  executive  power  often  proceeds  well  and  the 

government  feems  to  flourifli,  but  this  happens  when 

they  have  fome  prince  of  more  than  common  abilities, 

v.  2. 
Thofe  nations  whom  their  own  confent  has  once  enflaved, 

are  fcarceever  known  to  break  their  fetters,  v.  5. 
Many  kingdoms  in  Europe  have  been  enflaved  not  by  the 

prince's  fword,  but  by  their  own  flattery,  v.  6. 
Mcney.     Gold  and  filver,  their  progrefs  in  the  world,  i.  350 
&Ycq. 
They  are  the  meafure  of  trade,  i.  354. 
The  (pecies  of  money  has  all  along  increaied  in  England, 

in  proportion  as  her  trade  augmented,  i.  363  &  feq. 
State  of  2old  and  fllver  coin  in  the  reigns  of  queen  Eliza* 

beth,  king  James,  and  Charles  I.  i.  363  Sc  feq. 
An  account  of  what  was  coined  from  Odober  1 599,  to  No- 

vember  1675,  i.  ^6j. 
8tate  of  the  gold  and  filver  coin  from  Dec.  1691,  to  Aug. 

1697,  i.  368,  369. 
The  wealth  of  a  whole  people,  tho*  a  great  matter  to  confi- 

der,  yet  this  huge  body  being  compofed  of  fmall  parts, 

is  in  its  nature  finite,  and  may  be  compafl^ed  by  humaa 

induflry  and  underfticnding,  i.  373. 
Moriimery  Roger,  earl  of  March.     Articles  of  impeachment 
exhibited  againll  him  in  parliament,  iii.  205. 

For  which  he  was  condemned  and  executed,  iii.  206. 

NATIONS,  the  welfare  of  all  depends  upon  the  moral  of 
the  people,  ii.  41. 
When  a  nation  loies  that  reverence  due  to  religion  and 

the 
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the  laws,  it  may  be  fafely  pronounced  its  ruin  Is  na. 
fardiftant,  ii.  43. 

If  philofophy  will  not  fafiice  to  bind  the  common  people 
to  their  duty,  what  muil  be  faid  of  fome  politicians 
who  endeavour  to  pull  down  revealed  religion,  ii.  46. 

Generally  {peaking,  all  the  vices  whatever  of  a  people, 
turn  to  the  prejudice  of  a  country,  ii.  48. 

No  people  ever  became  famous  and  powerful  but  by  tem- 
perance, fortitude,  juftice,  reverence  to  the  laws,  and 
piety  to  their  country,  ii.  50. 

When  difafters  happen  to  a  nation,  'tis  feldom  the  work 
of  chance,  but  the  efie£t  of  mifmanagement,  ii.  341  • 
Navy^  Royal,  of  England;  its  amount  in  1618,  i*  363. 

Naval  power  does  not  fo  much  confifl  in  number  of  fri- 
gates as  in  able  feamen,  i.  409. 

OBOLUS,  an  Attic  coin  equal  to  one  penny  and  a  farthing 

Englifh  money,  i.  331. 
Orators f  thofe  antiently  fo  called  often  prove  the  pefls  of  hu- 
man kind,  ii.  63. 

They  firft  fpeak  well  to  gain  a  good  opinion,  and  then 

do  ill  to  get  good  places,  ii.  64. 
Many  have  been  poflelTed  of  the  talent  of  fpeaking  to  a 
high  degree,  and  yet  deflituce  of  all  other  worth  and 
virtues,  ii.  65. 
Both  prince  and  people  are  very  unfortunate  who  much 
depend  upon  thofe  whofe  chief  excellence  is  the  art  of 
(peaking,  ii.  66. 
It  was  a  great  misfortune  in  the  Athenian  flate,  that  in 
the  moil  important  jundlures,  the  people  might  at  all 
times  be  blown  any  way  by  the  breath  oi  orators, 
ii.  Cjj  68. 
Opinion^  is  the  principal  fupport  of  power,  and  dates  are  fel- 
dom any  longer  ftrong  or  wife  than  they  are  thought  fo  by 
their  neighbours,  iii.  318. 

After  Charles  V.  the  Spaniards  for  fome  years  preferved 
their  empire  by  nothing  more  than  the  opinion  mankind 
had  conceived  of  the  depth  and  wifdom  of  their  coun- 
cils, ib, 

PARTITION,  treaty,  very  bad  for  England  j  and  it  is  to  be 
apprehended  our  neighbours  can  have  no  value  for  a  people 
who  were  thus  to  be  over- reached,  iii.  318. 

It  put  the  afpiring   monarchy  of  France  into  a  better 

pofture  to  enflave  Europe  than  before  the  war,  iii.  332. 

It  had  not  a  lingle  advocate  in  England  except  thofe  who 

were  fufpefted  to  be  the  contrivers  of  it,  iii   334,  335. 
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As  the  treaty  is  worded,  the  French  king  is  left  to  U$ 
choice  to  annex  new  kingdoms  to  his  crown,  or  to  fix 
the  fceptre  of  Spain    in  the  houfe  of  Bourbon^  iii. 

339- 
The  Englifh  minillry  highly  blameable  for  not  laying 

the    overture    from  France    before   the  parliament, 

iii.  341. 
They  brought  difficulties  almoft  infupportable  upon  any 

future  mmiftry,  iii.  345. 
The  confequences  of  this  treaty  with  regard  to  the  French, 

iii.  351. 
Thofe  who  framed  this  treaty  made  a  breach  in  the  fun<« 

damental  conftitution,  iii.  356,  357. 
The  advifers  of  this  treaty  did  not  think  it  convenient  to 

meet  the  people  of  England  till  their  deiigns  were  fully 

executed,  iii.  358. 
Patriotifniy  or  love  of  one's  country.     Wherever  this  public 
fpirit  prevails,  the  ftate  will  Jlouriih  and  increafe,  ii.  4$ 
&:feq. 

Often  uied  as  a  mafk  by  ambitious  men,  ii.  56  &  ieq. 
A  conflant  and  perpetual  will  to  do  our  country  good^ 

though  in  the  minds  of  but  a  few,  may  at  lafl  prevail 

againft  the  corrupt  part  of  a  flate,  ii.  338. 
Men  of  public  fpirit  fhould  be  acUve  and  vigilant,  and 

refoiutely  join  together  to  oppofe  thofe  who  find  their 

profit  by  a  corrupt  adminiftration,  ii.  339,  340. 
Good  men  Ihould  endeavour  to  be  in  power,  that  the 

commonwealth  may  not  be  engrofied  by  corrupt  hands« 

ii.  344. 
However,  if  the  adminiftration  be  entirely  bad,  good  men 

ought  to  have  no  hand  in  it,  ii.  345  &  feq. 
The  moft  proper  time  for  men  of  probity  to  engage  in 

public  affairs,  ii.  346. 
The  duties  of  private  perfons  to  the  public,  ii.  348, 
It  imports  all  good  men  to  watch  the  firil  invafions  and 

incroachments  of  minifters  who  attempt  the  fubverfion 

of  our  fundamental  rights,  ii.  354. 
That  country  is  fure  to  flourifli  where  public  good  is  pre- 
ferred to  private  in tereft,  ii.  371. 
The  bufy  men  of  London  have  a  different  intereft  fron^ 

that  of  their  country,  iii.  300. 
If  peace,  they  fay  their  ftocks  will  rife  in  value,  and  if 

war  comes,  they  can  bring  out  their  money  to  advan- 
tage, iii.  301. 
In  free  countries,  particular  men  have  a  right  to  look 

into  whatever  relates  to  the  common  fafety,  iii.  323 
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There  is  fuch  a  lazy  indifference  or  felf-fc>vc  in  fome  men, 
that  they  will  fuifer  the  whole  to  perifli  rather  than 
give  themselves  one  moment  of  difqiiiety  iv.  278. 

How  a  tnie  patriot  is  to  behave  in  the  times  of  parties  and 
factions,  IV.  309. 

When  two  parties  prevail  in  a  ftatc  whether  •tis  honeft  and 
truly  wife  to  incline  fometimes  to  one  £de  and  fome- 
times  to  the  other,  iv.  315  Sc  feq. 

What  a  private  man  is  to  do  when  both  iides  are  in  the 
wrong,  iv.  318. 

To  defpair  of  the  public  is  the  laft  thing  that  (hould  come 
into  the  hearts  of  wife  and  honelt  men,  iv.  319  Sc 
feq. 

We  arc  to  fufFer  for  our  country,  but  our  country  is  not 
to  fufFer  for  us,  iv.  345. 

A  man  who  has  confidered  of  what  little  value  his  fingle 
(elf  is  compared  to  the  whole,  is  likely  to  become  a 
good  patriot,  not  by  the  compunflion  of  laws,  but  from 
the  dilates  of  his  own  reafon,  iv.  364  &  feq. 

A  wife  man  and  true  patriot,  if  he  even  furpafTes  all  his 
fellow-citizens  in  courage  or  the  /kill  of  governing,  tliis 
does  not  render  him  turbulent  in  the  (late,  but  he  en- 
deavours to  render  his  qualities  fubfen'ient  to  tlie  ufcs 
of  his  country,  iv.  366. 
Payments y  to  the  public,  much  affeft  the  balatice  of  trade, 
xi.  265. 

The  proportion  they  held  to  our  yearly  income  in  1688, 
ii.  266. 

There  is  fcarce  any  new  revenue  which  does  not  give  trade 
fome  defperate  wound,  ii.  267. 
People.     The  flrcngth  and  riches  of  a  country,  i.  73  &  feq. 

The  figns  of  a  people  that's  thriving,  i.  356. 

Symptoms  of  one  decaying,  i.  358. 

The  common  rank  of  people  are  generally  the  firfl  who 
follow  feditious  orators,  ii.  57. 

They  are  the  corrupted  matter  for  falfe  and  defigning 
flatefmen  to  work  upon,  ih. 
People  of  England,  Mr.  King's  fcheme  of  rheir  probable  in- 
creafe  from  the  year  i  joo  to  2300,  ii.  177. 

A  calculation  of  their  number  from  the  births  and  burials, 
ii.  180.  191. 

Reafons  why  marriages  in  London  produce  fewer  children 
than  thofe  in  the  country,  ii.  181. 

A  fcheme  by  the  fame  gentleman  of  the  numbers  of  malos 
and  females,  and  odier  dillin^lions  of  the  people,  ii. 
1%Z.  192.  195  &fcq. 
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Of  the  income  and  expence  of  the  feveral  fiunilies  calcu- 
lated for  the  year  i68S,  ii.  184. 
The  people  being  the  firft  matter  of  power  and  wealthy 

their  increafe  and  decreafe  ihoald  be  carefully  obierved 

by  every  government,  ih, 
Almoft  all  countries  in  the  world  have  been  more  or  lefs 

populous,  as  liberty  and  property  have  been  well  or 

illfecured,  ii.  185.  190. 
An  acceffion  of  flrangers  well  regulated  may  add  to  the 

ftrength  and  power  of  the  kingdom*  ii.  187. 
Foreign  foldiers  however  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  ii.  188. 
A  country  may  be  populous  yet  poor,  unlefs  the  poor  are 

well  employed,  li.  203. 
Nature  has  made  every  part  of  a  living  creature  for  ufe  or 

ornament ;  the  fame  fhould  be  in  a  politic  inftitution 

rightly  governed,  ii.  205. 
Many  thoufands  perilh  tvtrf  year  by  difeafes  contra£led 

under  a  floihful  poverty,  ib. 
Petfj9  Sir  William,  firft  applied  political  arithmetic  to  the  par- 
ticular obje£ls  of  trade  and  revenues,  i.  1 28. 
The  grounds  upon  which  he  built  his  calculation,  beine 

probably  wrong*  he  muft  in  many  inftances  be  miC 

taken,  i.  129. 
In  many  of  his  afTertioos  'tis  fufpefled  he  rather  made  his 

court  than  fpoke  his  mind,  i.  130* 
Plantations^  or  colonies ;  thofe  in  America  of  great  fervice  to 
the  mother  country,  ii.  2.  20. 

Virginia  and  Barbadoes,  by  what  fort  of  pcrfons  lir(t 

peopled,  ii.  3. 
The  original  ri^  and  plantine  of  New  England,  ii.  4,  5. 
Such  fettlements  have  almolt  ruined  the  Spaniards,  bat 

have  been  of  fervice  to  the  Hollanders,  ii.  47. 
Of  all  our  American  plantations.  New  England  is  the 

moil  proper  for  building  (hips  and  breeding  feamen. 

Colonies  are  a  flrcngth  to  the  mother  kingdom  if  flriAly 

made  to  obferve  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  original 

country,  ii.  10.  24. 
The  fouthern  colonies,  especially  in  a  time  of  war,  would 

be  dcilitute  of  neceiTaries,  were  it  not  for  the  more  nor* 

them  climates,  ii.  23,  24. 
7'he  great  increafe  of  the  more  northern  parts  of  America 

greatly  owing  to  the  fobriety  and  temperate  way  of 

living  pradifed  by  the  firft  fettlers,  ih. 
Hints  and  obfervations  with  regard  to  the  government  of 

the  colonies,  ii.  25  &  ieq. 
Virginia)  the  firft  Englifh  fettlement  on  the  continent, 
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feafons  afligned  for  its  ill  facceft  at  the  beglHning, 
ii.  27. 
The  Frendi  king  gives  appointments  out  of  his  own 

cofFers  to  his  governors  of  the  colonies,  ii.  32. 
Offices  and  places  of  traft  granted  by  patents  to  perfons  in 
England  with  liberty  to  execute  fuch  employments  by 
deputies,  prejudicial  to  the  colonies,  ii.  33. 
The  welfare  of  our  colonies  depends  greatly  on  tlieir 

having  good  and  fkilful  governors,  ii.  35. 
Remarks  relating  to  the  trade,  government,  &c.  of  the 

colonies,  ii.  36  &  feq. 
General  heads  of  a  fcheme  for  the  government  of  the 

more  northern  plantations,  ii.  40,  41. 
Such  to  whom  the  government  of  thefe  colonies  is  in- 
trufted  fhould  enc^avour  to  hinder  the  growth  of  sdl 
kinds  of  vices,  ii.  44  &  feq. 
Plate,  more  wrought  for  ufe  of  families  in  England,  from  1666 
to  1668,  than  had  been  fabricated  in  200  years  before,  i.  370. 
folUxfen,  Mr.  his  calculations  and  objedions  with  regard  to 
the  Eaft  India  trade,  it.  82  &  fe^. 
He  reckons  few  traffics  beneficial  to  England,  ii.  86. 
What  foreign  traffics  he  allowed  England  to  be  a  gainer 
by,  ii.  88,  89. 
Poll  money,  a  very  improper  tax,  u  26  Sc  feq.  /^.  2^1. 
Polygamy,     The  near  proportion  of  males  and  females,  an  ar- 
gument againfl  it,  ii.  192. 
Poo/,  Michael  de,   earl  of  SufTex,  impeached  in  parliament 
upon  feveral  articles,  iii.  206,  207. 
He  makes  his  defence,   to  which  the  commons  reply, 

iii.  209. 
He  is  further  proceeded  againfl,  iii.  211  to  217. 
PeoJ,  William  de  la,  duke  of  Suffolk,  grandfbn  of  Michael  de 
la  Pool,  accufed  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  iii.  222* 
Articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  againft  him,  iii.  223 

U  feq. 
Is  banilhed  by  the  regal  authority,  iii.  220. 
Is  killed  by  a  fervant  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Exeter^ 
iii.  230. 
Poor,  laws  relating  to  them  in  England  very  numerous,  but 
like  many  others,  often  not  put  in  execution,  ii.  205,  206. 
A  fcheme  for  fetting  the  {M>or  to  work,  delivered  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  ii.  207  Sc  fea. 
Prerogative;  what  it  is,  and  how  dirferent  from  authority, 
iii.  410,  419. 
If  it  were  allowed  to  a£l  without  the  people's  confent 
where  their  confent  may  be  had,  there  would  be  an 
end  of  libert)%  iii.  41 1. 
S  'Tif 
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^TiM  Only  to  tft  npon  ejctraordinaiy  calet,  ih 
According  to  the  conMtatioii  of  Britain  it  bdongt  to  the 

prince»  as  having  die  executive  power,  to  rmlve  on 

peace  and  war;  yet  the  legiilative  authority  hat  therein 

lb  far  a  right,  as  to  inte^>ofe  with  its  advice,  for  the 

king  and  iongdom's  fafety,  iii.  ^13. 
princes f  fuck  as  are  well  inclined  and  diipoied  to  govern  right, 
are  very  unfortunate  when  their  lot  is  to  reign  in  a  corrupt 
country,  ii,  59.  iL  71, 
How  much  nobler  for  princes  to  enjoy  the  prailes  of  a 

whole  people,  than  the  good  words  of  a  few  flatterers, 

ii.  365. 
A  prince  beloved  for  wile,  juft,  and  careful  government, 

has  been  very  (eldom  deferted  by  his  people,  it. 
The  worft  and  moft  unhappy  princes  would  haVe  ruled 

better,  had  it  not  been  for  the  wrong  fttggeftion  and 

wicked  incitements  of  the  flatterers  about  them,  ii.  5 15. 
Some  advices  of  cardinal  Richlieu  to  princes,  ii.  381. 
Princes  being  fathers  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people 

fliould  be  cautious  of  having  £ivourites,  iii.  7,  8.  23. 
Sad  men,  let  them  have  never  fo  much  feeming  greatnefs 

and  power,  are  very  rarely  dangerous  to  good  princes, 

iii.  12. 
Princes  (hould  be  frugal  of  the  public  money,  iii.  13. 

iv.  430,  431, 
Much  expofed  to  the  artifices  and  mifreprelentations  of 

defignine  men,  iii.  17  &  feq. 
A  prince  mould  never  head  any  party,  but  endeavour  to 

raife  an  emuhtion  in  all  for  the  public  good,  iii.  23. 
The  prodigality  of  princes  often  fatal  to  themfelves  and 

their  nations,  iii.  41,  42.  iv.  426. 
Few  princes  have  been  wicked  through  an  iimate  temper 

of  their  minds,  iii.  44. 
Neither  liberality,  war,  nor  any  other  expence  will  hurt 

a  prince  who  minds  his  own  affairs,  iii.  47.  iv.  421. 
The  love  of  fubieds  not  to  be  bought  with  money,  but 

to  be  obtained  by  wife  fi;ovemment,  /^. 
Arbitrary  princes  generally   think  they  are  bound  to  de- 
fend their  miniflers  in  the  woril  of  their  meafures,  iii. 

323- 
princes  would  make  their  own  and  the  condition  of  their 

people  much  more  happy,  if  inftead  of  leading  them 

out  to  foreign  conquefts,  they  would  endeavour  to  rule 

them  at  home  in  peace  with  piety  and  juilice,  iv.  4. 

In  a  divided  country  'tis  a  difficult  matter  for  princes  to 
know  which  way  to  incline  with  fafety,  iv.  334  &  feq. 

Great  princes  give  the  trueft  proof  of  their  wifdom,  when 
*  they 
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Aty  go?en  fteadily  without  thofb  finifler  arts,  com- 
monly  fuggefted  to  them  by  weak  minifters,  iv.  337. 

How  a  good  prince  will  behave  when  he  finds  parties  and 
diffentions  amongft  his  people,  iv.  36S  &  feq.  v.  5^. 

All  things  as  well  l^d  as  good,  thrive  as  they  are  favoured 
by  princes  $  if  they  promote,  or  but  wink  at  vice,  if 
increafes,  if  diey  ihine  on  virtue,  itprofpers,  iv.  401. 

(n  a  government  of  the  laws,  and  not  of  men,  princes  are 
a  part,  but  at  the  head  of  the  legifiature,  v.  2. 

The  fupreme  condition  of  princes  is  not  io  replete  with 
felicity  as  the  world  is  inclined  to  believe,  v.  8  &  feq. 

Jt  is  inci!lmbent  on  them,  not  only  to  excel  by  their  own 
a£iions,  but  likewife  to  choofe  well,  and  to  fee  that 
none  of  the  great  officers  of  Hate  are  defedive  in  their 
duties,  v^  II. 

Machiavel  lays  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  no  prince  who  has 
no  wifdom  of  his  own,  can  ever  be  well  advifed,  v.  32. 

Good  princes  naturally  attract  and  invite  the  beft  miniA 
ters,  v.  37  &  feq. 

The  fugge&ons  of  fuch  a  courage  as  is  governed  by  wis- 
dom, are  the  trueft  lights,  not  only  for  princes,  but 
for  private  men  in  their  fervice  to  follo\y^  ^'57* 

Mighty  monarchs  or  princes  often  difturb  the  peace  of  the 
whole  world,  v.  68* 

BANULPHUS,  bilhop  of  Durham,  the  principal  inilrnment 
of  all  the  profuiion  and  extortions  which  difgraced  the  reign 
of  RufuSf  iii.  199,  200. 

The  charader  of  this  ftatefman  as  given  by  thofe  ^vo 

venerable  writers,  Mathew  Paris  and  Malmfbury,  /^. 

Meligion.    From  the  very  be^ning  of  the  reformation  u^ 

England,  there  have  been  difFerences,  not  truly  in  the  efTen- 

tial  but  ceremonial  parts  of  religion^  ii.  5. 

The  wifer  fort  of  men  have  one  religion  for  themfelves, 

and  another  fox  the  vulgar,  ii.  45. 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  if  the  common  people  are  in- 
duced to  la^  afide  religion,  they  will  quickly  cafl  ofi^all 
fear  for  their  rulers,  ii,  46. 
Kothing  can  more  conduce  to  corredling  the  manners  of 
z  depraved  people,  than  a  due  care  of  religious  mat- 
ters, ii.  47. 
Princes  and  commonwealths  who  would  keep  their  go- 
vernment intire  and  uncorrupt,  are  above  all  things  to 
preferve  religion  in  veneration,  iv.  395. 
Care  of  the  eftablifhed  religion  ought  never  however  to 
raife  up  afpirit  of  perfecution  in  thofe  who  are  fiwoured 
and  countenanced,  iv.  403. 

In 


INDEX. 

In  all  ages  and  in  all  places,  heretics  and  fe6laries  hare 

rather  been  increafed  than  dimiiiiihed  by  perfecution, 

iv.  404. 
Arguments  for  and  againft  laying  farther  reftraints  on  the 

diflenters,  iv.  407  8c  feq. 
Political  reafons  which  the  diflenters  may  have  for  not 

conforming  to  the  eflabliftied  religion,  iv.  413,  414* 
Perhaps  they  may  have  found  themfelves  weakened  by 

toleration  and  may  wifli  forperfecution,  iv.  415. 
Differences  of  a  religious  nature  would  give  little  diihir- 

bance  to  mankind  if  the  contention  were  whofe  light 

ihould  ihine  brighteft,  not  which  ihall  make  the  greateft 

blaze,  iv.  418. 
Refnmptions^  or  the  taking  back  fuch  grants  as  had  been  ex- 
torted, or  foolilhly  granted,  often  praftifed  by  the  princes 
themfelves  who  had  given  the  grants^  or  their  fucceflbrs, 
iii.  71  &  (eq. 

Adls  of  refumption  in  Edward  Ill's  reign,  iii.  80. 

The  commons  petition  king  Henry  IV.  to  refume  and 

unite  again  to  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  certain  lands 

which  had  been  granted  away,  iii.  88,  89. 
Several  other  petitions  of  the  commons  to  Henry  to  re- 
fume  grants,  iiL  90  &  feq. 
Afts  of  refumption  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  V.  and  VI. 

with  feverrJ  proviiions  and  exceptions,  iii.  1 19  &  feq. 
A6ls  of  the  fame  nature  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  iii. 

137  &  feq. 
Some  al  fo  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  VIII.  iii.  1 5  3  &  feq. 
A  recapitulation  of  the  feveral  refumptions  till  the  time  of 

Henry  VIIL  iii.  161. 
Obfcrvations  on  thefe  refumptions,  iii.  162,  163. 
No  refumptions  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  iii.  i66. 
The  opinion  of  a  learned  lawyer  in  regard  to  refumptions 

from  a  manufcript  in  the  Bodleian  library,  iii.  169 

&  feq. 
Our  anceflors  not  only  helped  the  prince's  affairs  by  a£ls 

of  refumption,  but  likewife  relieved  him  when  over- 
reached in  releafes,  iii.  173. 
Reafons  why  fo  many  refumptions  were  made,  iii.  197.^ 
Other  countries  as  well  as  England  have  relieved  their 

princes  by  refumptions,  iii.  248  &  feq. 
How  far  it' is  conliftent  with  the  honour  of  a  prince  to 

promote  a  refumption  by  a£l  of  parliament,  iii.  256 

&  feq. 
How  far  in  an  aft  of  refumption  it  is  juft  and  reafonable 

tn  look  backwards,  iii.  279.  290. 
Richard  I.  king  of  England  fold  feveral  parcels  of  th«  crown 
revenues  to  enable  himfclf  to  make  war  for  the  holy  land, 
iii.  72.  After 
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After  his  fecond  coronation  he  called  a  parliament,  by 

the  authority  whereof  he  refumed  all  patents,  grants, 

&c,  before  his  voyage  by  him  fold  and  granted,  ui.  73. 

Richard  II.  by  his  profufion  and  partiality  to  favourites  drew 

upon  himlelffo  much  the  hatred  of  the  people,  that  they 

withdrew  their  allegiance  from  him,  iii.  8c. 

Revenue,     It  is  of  equal  importance  to  the  fubjedis  of  a  country 

as  the  prince  himfelf,  that  his  revenue  ihould  be  in  a  good 

condition,  i.  171. 

In  any  new  taxation  it  will  be  difficult  at  firft  to  put  the 
collection  into  any  tolerable  order  and  method,  i.  209. 

Which  is  moft  profitable  to  the  public,  the  revenues  to  be 
let  to  the  higheft  bidder,  or  the  king  to  manage  them 
by  commiffioners,  ii.  211  &  fe^. 

What  the  duty  on  malt  ihould  yield  computed  from  the 
arable  land  of  England,  i.  219. 

The  ordinary  revenue  of  the  crown  in  1688,  before  the 
confederate  war,  i.  233.     The  fame  in  1695,/^. 

An  account  of  the  new  taxes  and  debts  incurred  by  the 
war,  i.  234  &  feq. 

Writing  on  the  expence  and  income  of  a  people,  is  like 
travelling  in  an  unknown  country,  i.  287. 

Order  and  frugality  abfolutely  neceilary  in  a  ftate  however 
coniiderable,  ii.  267. 

Money  annually  granted  and  expended  in  En^and  from 
1689  to  1698,  ii.  277  •&  feq. 

The  revenue  of  the  Romans  much  hurt  by  the  civil  wars, 
iii,  37. 

Au^uftus  and  other  good  emperors  always  made  a  dif- 
ference betwixt  the  public  revenue  and  their  own  private 
fortune,  iii.  38  &  feq.  177,  178. 

The  chief  branches  of  the  revenue  of  England  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  revolution,  i.  20,  21. 

Nothing  more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  a  government 
than  the  revenues  bdng  in  fuch  order  as  to  put  the 
public  debts  inamethc^  of  being  cleared,  i.  168  & 
feq. 

The  revenue  of  the  king  of  England  was  always  a  par- 
ticular objeA  of  the  parliamenrs  care,  iii.  182. 

The  methods  they  took  to  keep    his  affairs  within  a  cer- 
tain compafs,  iii.  183  &  feq. 
Riches^  what  may  properly  be  termed  fo,  in  a  nation,  i.  356, 

Richelieu^  cardinal,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  French  mo- 
narchy, i.  6. 
Trade  and  manufactures  his  particular  care  and  fludy, 
i.  86. 

Some 
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Some  excellent  maxiins  of  his  in  polidcs,  ii.  z&o* 
Obfervations  of  his  with  regard  to  the  duty  of  miniilerSy 

ii.  355- 

Though  a  good  miniiler  for  the  French  king»  yet  not  for 
France,  ii.  377. 

He  had  all  along  defigns  to  make  his  mafter  abiblnte,  it. 

Advices  of  his  £re£led  to  Lewis  XIII.  ii.  381. 
Romans.    The  condition  of  that  people  when  Tiberias  aflomed 
the  empire,  ii.  298. 

From  Tiberias  to  the  reign  of  Domitian,  ii.  299. 

Their  management  of  the  public  revenue,  iii.  30  &  feq. 

Their  genends  as  well  as  their  ftatefmen  did  not  think  of 
building  up  fortunes  to  themfelves,  butof  inriching  the 
commonwealth,  iii.  31. 

By  their  (economy  they  were  enabled  to  carry  on  fo  many 
and  expenfive  wars,  iii.  34.  &  feq. 

As  they  enlarged  their  empire  they  encteafed  their  reve- 
nues, iii.  36  &  feq. 

The  diftindion  between  the  prince's  and  the  public  reve- 
nue, continued  under  all  the  good  reigns,  iii.  39  & 
feq. 

When  gold  and  iilver  was  iirft  coined  at  Rome,  iii.  47. 

About  the  time  of  Tiberius,  money  was  as  plentiful  at 
Rome,  as  it  has  been  fince  in  any  pare  of  Europe, 
iii.  49. 

What  miferies  and  changes  the  Romans  underwent  when 
their  ftate  became  corrupted,  iii.  51. 

When  the  prince  or  minifter  was  good,  fbme  care  was 
taken  of  the  ftate,  iii.  52,  53. 

The  reafons  of  this  great  people's  ruin  recapitulated,  iii. 
56. 

The  Roman  empire  at  length  invaded  by  fwarms  of  the 
northern  nations,  who  took  poirefTion  of  all  the  moft  fee- 
tile  kingdoms  of  Europe,  iii.  59,  60. 

SALT.     The  high  duties  on  it,  Tery  prejudicial  to  trade,  ii- 
268. 
It  makes  the  expence  of  vi^ualling  fhips  a  vtry  heavy 

burden  upon  the  freighter,  ii.  273. 
It  has  been  aflerted  that  a  merchant  could  (lore  himfel  fin 
Ireland,  for  a  long  voyage,  with  fait  beef  and  pork, 
ready  packed  up,  almotl  as  cheap  as  he  could  buy  the 
(alt  in  England,  ii.  274. 
Silk  manufacture,  it  is  of  a  foreign  extradl  and  not  the  genuine 
produft  of  this  country,  i.  107. 

It  is  fit  only  for  frugal  naaons,  where  parfimony  renders 
craft  and  workmanfhip  not  dear,  i.  jo8. 

If 


INDEX. 

If  the  luxury  of  wearing  filk  could  be  quite  aboliftied,  fucK 
a  reformation  would  undoubtedly  be  beneficial  to  the 
kingdom,  ibid. 
Spain.     The  princes  of  this  kingdom  claim  a  nght  to  difpofe  of 
the  crown  by  their  lail  will  and  teftamcnt,  iii.  336,  337. 

One  fundamental  error  in  the  adminiflration  of  this  coun- 
try has  been,  having  no  regard  to  the  diipeopHng  the 
kingdom,  iv.  1 2  &  feq. 

The  inquifition  one  great  caufe  of  the  want  of  inhabitants, 
iv.  14.  19. 

Suffering  fo  many  perfons  to  enter  into  holy  orders,  is 
alfo  very  prejudicial  to  the  ftate,  iv.  16. 

The  rife  and  declenfion  of  the  Spanifli  power,  iv.  1 8  &  feq. 

From  the  time  the  Spaniards  began  to  make  a  figure  in 
the  world,  they  have  not  had  above  two  warlike  princes 
on  the  throne,  iv.  20. 

The  Spanifh  monarchy  ro(e  too  fad  to  continue  long,  iv. 

22. 

The  mifcarriage  of  the  Spaniih  Armada  was  the  fatal  blow 

of  all  to  the  Spaniards,  iv.  18,  26. 

Stati/martj  an  able  one  fhould  know  the  conflitution  and  flate 

of  his  own  country,  that  he  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  form 

an  idea  concerning  any  other,   not  very   diilant  people, 

iv.  133  &  feq. 

Good  and  able  Hatefmen  have  always  judged  the  propaga- 
tion of  what  is  good,  and  the  fuppreifion  of  vice,  as  the 
moil  material  part  of  government,  ii.  44. 
Stephen^    king   of  England,    found   in   his    uncle's   treafury 
100,000/.   befides  plate  and  jewels  of  an  immenfe  value, 
iii.  JO, 

Notwithftanding  all  his   profufion  and   liberality  to  his 
nobles,  he  could  not  make  them  faithful  to  him,  iii.  71. 
Strafford^  earl  of,   articles  of  accufation  againil  him  by  the 
commons,  iii.  238. 

TALENT,  the  common   Attic  one,  confilled  of  60  mjna\ 

which  amounts  in  our  money  to  187/.  10/.  i.  331. 
Taxes f  kept  within  a  moderate  compafs,  not  prejudicial  to  the 
public,  i.  271. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  admiration  how  fb  fmall  a  territory 
as  Holland,  fhould  have  raifed  6  million  yearly  during 
the  confederate  war,  ii. 
Land  would  be  relieved  in  its  taxes  to  little  purpofe,  U 
in  their  flead  revenues  fhould  befct  up,  which  may  en- 
danger the  liberty  of  the  couritrv,  i.  276. 
7Vff»r«,  this  way  of  holding  land  by  certain  fervice?,  was  fir-l 
brought  in  by  the  Lombards,  iii.  64. 

I'roiii 
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Pmm  Italy  thejr  pafled  into  Fnmce,  and  from  France  into 

England,  iii.  65. 
What  the  prince  Uius  received  came  chearfolly,  becaufe 

the  people  had  ^ood  bareains  from  the  crown,  iL 
Tirra  regis,  or  the  king's  land  ;  it  was  deoned  impions  by 
cur  forefathers  to  alienate  this  revedue  from  the  crown^  iii. 
6Ss  69. 
Tories,  a  par^  fo  called  in  England,  of  what  fort  of  peribns 
compofed,  ii.  326.  328. 

Upon  different  motives  confiderable  numbers  were  Med 

on  the  Tory  fide,  the  good  and  bad  mingled  together^ 

ii*  329. 
Many  of  the  Tories  were  as  eager  as  any  others  to  pro* 

mote  the  revolution,  i6. 
It  is  to  be  wiihed  the  diilindtion  of  the  Whigs  and  Tories 

werel^dafide,  ii.  330. 
The  Whigs  faw  firft  die  difeafes  which  were  growing  on 

the  body  politic,  but  when  the  diftemper  began  to  rage 

many  of  the  Tories  were  not  backwards  in  feeking  out 

the  proper  remedies,  tSiJ. 
Trade,  or  traffic  well  mana^d  and  extended,  the  iburce  of 
wealth  in  every  country,  1.  86. 
The  foil  of  no  countiy  rich  enough  to  attain  wealth  merely 

by  the  exportation  of  its  own  natural  produ^,  iL 
Tntde  in  us  nature  free,  and  beil  direds  its  own  coorfe^ 

i,  08  Sc  feq.  387.  v.  4C2,  453. 
Few  laws  relating  to  trade  are  the  mark  of  a  nation  that 

thrives  by  traffic,  i.  99. 
Councils  of  a  country  often  mifled  in  their  deliberadons 

on  trade,  i.  146. 
A  true  account  of  the  balance  thereof  would  point  ont 

what  traffics  are  hurtful,  and  what  beneficial  to  a  nation* 

iL  8c  feq. 
Some  traffics  feem  hurtful  which  export  money,  bat  we 

often  find  them  beneficial,  when  they  brin^  in  one  way 

more  bullion  than  they  carry  out  anodier,  1.  147* 
We  may  feem  to  lofe  by  the  balance  in  one  place,  but  per- 
haps that  trade  may  be  the  canfe  of  another  twice  ai 

profitable,  ii.  387. 
The  opinion  held  by  ibme,  of  foreign  traffic  being  hurt- 
ful to  England,  confuted,  i.  3^5  &  fea. 
Little  flates  by  foreign  trade,  often  enabled  to  hold  out 

againfl  very  potent  enemies,  i.  349. 
Gold  and  filver  are  the  meafure  of  trade,  but  the  fprin* 

and  original  of  it  is,  the  natural  or  artificial  prodi 

of  the  country,  i.  354,  355, 

Th« 
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The  value  of  land  and  money  in  England  before  trade 

took  place,  i.  359. 
Induftry  in  trade  more  truly  riches  in  a  country,  than  the 

pofTeflion  of  gold  and  iilver  mines,  i.  382,  383. 
The  trade  of  England  loft  ground  during  the  confederate 

war,  i.  396  8c  feq. 
Trade  and  war  may  go  on  together,  i.  399  &  feq. 
A  trading  country,  contendmg  in  arms,  like  a  rich  man 

at  play  with  common  gamefters,  i.  407. 
Negligence  in  the  proteftion  of  trade  is  the  worft  of  ill 

adminiftrations,     becauie     it    deprives    ourfelves    of 

ftrength,  and  adds  it  to  thofe  who  delire  our  ruin,  i^, 
A  council  appointed  by  parliament  the  moft  proper  guar- 
dians and  protestors  of  trade,  i.  424. 
Some  hints  and  advices  with  regard  to  the  condud  of  fuch 

a  council,  i.  425,  426. 
Foreign  trade  abfolutely  necefTary  iince  the  introduction 

of  luxury,  ii.  12. 
How  to  come  at  the  knowledge  of  what  a  people  get  by 

trade,  ii.  16. 
The  true  ftate  of  the  trade  of  England  in  1688,  ii.  18. 

119. 
Foreign  traffic  the  radical  moifture  of  the  commonwealth, 

ii.  75. 
The  balance  of  trade  betwixt  England  and  France  conii- 

dered,  ii.  96. 
The  mint  can  never  be  the  principal  ftandard  of  a  nation's 

foreign  traffic,  ii.  105. 
Bullion,  nay  even  coined  money,  may  be  exported  with 

fafety  when  a  gainful  return  arifes  from  the  commodity 

purchafed,  ii.  xoS^feq. 
In  proportion  as  countries  grow  very  populous,  they  are 

driven  to  encreafein  trade,  ii.  113. 
A  fcheme  of  naval  trade  of  England  and  the  national  pro- 
fit thereby  calculated  for  the  year  1688  by  Mr.  King, 

ii.  270. 
Inferences  and  conclufions  from  thence,  ii.  271  &feq. 
Trade  may  hurt  the  morals  of  a  people,  but  it  is  become 

a  neceflTary  evil,  ii.  275. 
A  variety  of  new  impoiitions  and  remote  funds,  hurt  us 

greatly  in  the  balance  of  trade,  ii.  284. 
An  account  of  the  exports  and  imports  betwixt  England 

and  France  from  Mich.  1662  to  Mich.  1663,   and  from 

Mich.  1668  to  Mich.  1669,  v.  553  &  feq. 
How  it  ftood  between  the  two  kingdoms  from  Michaelmas 

1693  to  Chriftmas  17x2,  v.  355  5:  feq. 
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Obfervations  ari/ing  from  the  foregoing  accounts,  v*  361 
Sc  fcq. 

With  regard  to  the  lofs  or  gain  to  England  by  this  traffic, 
it  does  not  appear  that  they  who  argued  either  way  went 
on  foundations  to  be  relied  on,  v.  364  &  feq. 

Extrafts  from  the  original  entries,  would  certainly  be  the 
proper  way  to  fettle  the  difpute,  v.  365. 

In  the  year  1699,  there  is  an  over  balance  on  the  French 
fide,  but  whether  this  was  all  lofs  to  England,  and  a 
gain  to  France,    is  a  great   queftion,  v.  370  &  feq. 

378. 
How  far  the  excefs  between  the  exports  and  imports  may 

be  a  certain  rule  whereby  to  judge  whether  a  country 

gets  or  lofes  by  its  trade,  v.  376.  381,  382. 
It  is  impoffible  exaftly  to  ftate  the  balance  between  our 

country  and  another,  all  traffics  having  a  mutual  de- 

pendance  one  upon  the  other,  v.  378. 
A  trading  nation  ought  to  watch  what  im pods  their  neigh- 
bours lay  upon  what  is  imported  to  them,  and  propor- 

tionably  to  lay  frefti  impofitions  on  what  they  receive 

from  that  country,  /^. 
If  you  prohibit  French  wines,  and  yet  will  have  them, 

it  mufl  come  from  a  third  hand,  v.  379. 
Sumptuary  laws  the  beft  courfe  of  putting  a  flop  to  lofing 

trades,  iifU. 
England  being  like  a  general  merchant,  fliould  be  ftored 

with  commodities  to  pleafe  all  forts  of  dealers,  v.  380. 
And  this  could  not  be  if  there  was  a  total  intermiffion  of 

commerce  with  a  country  abounding  in  fo  many  pro* 

du6ls,  natural  and  artificial,  as  France,  i6. 
When  we  export  more  of  our  commodities  to  a  country 

than  we  import  of  theirs,  this  generally   fpeaking  is 

judged  a  gainful  trade,  but  this  rule  does  not  always 

hold,  v.  381,  382. 
A  wife  Hate  fhould  never  enter  into  prohibitions  but  upon 

the  utmofl  neceffity,  v.  383.  388.  432. 
If  both  kingdoms  can  agree  upon  jufl  and  equal  duties  on 

their  refpedive  commodities,  a  free  trade  with  France 

not  prejudicial  to  England,  v.  385  &  feq. 
Expedients  to  preferve  tor  future  ages  the  balance  of  trade 

on  the  fide  of  England,  v.  300  8c  feq.  456  Sc  feq. 
An  account  of  the  exports  and  imports  between  England 

and  Holland,  from  Mich.  1662  to  Mich.  1663,    and 

from  Mich.  1668  to  1669,  v.  402.  405. 
A  comparifon  of  the  eiUmate  of  the  imports  and  exports 

to  and  from  Holland,  from  Chriflmas  1699  to  Cnrift- 

mas  1704,  V.  403. 

From 
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From  thcfe  accounts  two  points  to  be  obferved,  v.  404, 

An  account  of  the  principal  articles  exported  to  Holland 
in  1669  and  1703,  v.  407  &  feq. 

Total  value  of  the  re-exports  to  Holland  in  1703,  v.  410. 

A  particular  account  of  the  articles  imported  from  Hol- 
land, V.  412,  413. 

The  Hate  of  exports  and  imports  betwixt  England  and 
Holland  from  Chriftmas  1698  to  Ghriftmas  1705,  v. 
413  &feq. 

Obfervations  on  the  foregoing  accounts,  v.  417. 

Moft  of  the  commodities  exported  toHollana  not  for  their 
own  confumption,  but  rather  to  be  re-exported,  v. 
418  &  feq. 

The  amount  of  the  com  exported  from  England  to  dif- 
ferent parts,  from  1662  to  1663,  alfo  from  1668  to 
1669,  V.  424. 

Alfo  from  Chriftmas  1699  to  Chriftmas  17 10,  v.  425, 

Our  tobacco  carried  to  Holland  brings  confiderable  profit 
to  that  country,  v.  428. 

The  value  of  the  Eaft-India  goods  prohibited  and  unpro- 
hibited, for  four  years  carried  to  Holland,  v.  432. 

Our  produdl  and  manufa£tures,  with  our  plantation  and 
Eaft-India  goods,  are  the  chief  materials  wherewith  the 
Dutch  drive  their  trade  with  other  nations,  v.  434.  449. 

In  1703  the  third  part  of  the  univerfal  exportation  of 
England  terminated  in  Holland,  v.  436. 

A  method  propofed,  which  if  followed,  no  country  will 
have  it  in  their  power  to  fet  their  own  price  upon  our 
goods,  V.  441. 

The  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  England  for  the 
year  1703,  in  foreign  as  well  as  Englifti  bottoms,  v. 
442. 

A  trading  country  engaged  in  war,  muft  as  much  look 
after  the  commerce  of  trade  as  the  bufmefs  of  the  war, 
otherwife  the  iinews  will  foon  flacken,  v.  450. 

Whenever  we  lofe  our  trade,  we  muft  bid  farewell  to  that 
wealth  and  ftrength,  which  have  hitherto  enabled  us 
to  defend  our  liberties,  v.  455  &  feq. 

The  general  exports  of  England  for  the  year  1699,  and 
that  in  particular  of  the  woollen  manufacture,  v.  460. 
TrioholuSf  an  Attic  coin,  equal  to  three  oboli,  or  three  pence 
three  farthings  Englifh  money,  i.  331. 
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WAR.     A  view  of  the  ftatc  and  condition  of  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  the  confederate  war,  i.  14  &  feq,  400  Sc  feq. 

A  nation  will  more  eafily  fujiport  a  long  war  if  the  taxes 

are  equally  laid ;  they  will  in  confequence  be  eafier  and 

longer,  and  more  pleafantly  fufFered,  i.  17. 
A   calculation    (hewing    how  it    flood    with    Eneland, 

France,  and  Holland,  as  to  income  and  debts,  before 

and  fince  the  war,  i.  150  &  feq. 
After  a  country  has  been  aiflidled  with  the  calamities  of 

war,  the  minds  of  the  people  will  take  different  turns, 

ibme times  to  great  piety,  and  at  other  feafons  to  the 

height  of  vice,  i.  298. 
The  end  of  a  long  war  a  good  time  for  reformation,  /^. 
It  is  necefl'ary  that  countries,  which  have  a  rich  foil,  and  an 

extenfive  trade,  fhould  now  and  then  be  engaged  in 

war,  to  awaken. in  them  their  martial  temper,  i.  353. 
A  long  foreign  war,  is  hardly  to  be  maintained,  but  by 

making  a  flrong  impreilion  into  the  enemies  country,  i. 

403- 

A  naval  war  mod  advifeable  for  England,  i.  406  &  ieq. 

War  engenders  many  monfters  in  the  womb  of  a  date,  iii. 
319  &  feq. 

The  people  of  England  never  fo  apprehenfive  of  war  with 
their  natural  enemies,  as  they  are  of  the  management 
thereof  by  corrupt  minifters,  iii.  347  &  feq. 

As  war  has  been  managed  for  the  laA  hunared  and  fifty 
years,  merely  by  the  power  of  money,  no  nation  can 
be  accounted  fafe,  that  is  not  in  a  condition  to  contend 
with  its  oppofites  at  the  weapon  they  make  ufe  of, 
v.  453. 

It  is  not  reafonable  to  quarrel  with  another  country  bc- 
caufe  their  conduft  has  been  better  and  wifer  than  ours, 
but  to  oppofe  induftry  with  induftry,  v.  455.  4J8,  459. 

To  be  in  a  lalting  condition  to  cope  with  our  neighbours 
in  trade,  we  muil  have  a  fleet  in  readinefs  upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  vigoroufly  to  affert  our  dominion  of  the  fea, 

^•457- 

When  our  neighbours  are  plainly  difcemed  to  engrofs 
any  foreign  buiinefs,  though  to  our  prejudice,  when  this 
is  done  by  the  rules  of  jullice,  it  cannot  be  deemed  a 
fuflicient  ground  of  quarrel,  v.  458. 

It  would  be  thought  abfurd,  if  one  neighbour  ihould  dif- 
fer with  another  for  being  more  frugal,  vigilant,  or 
aftive,  r<5. 

This  likewife  holds  between  countries,  that  are  rivals  in 
the  fame  myfteries,  v.  459. 
^iays  and  means,  the  proper  ones  to  carry  on  a  long  war,  i» 
3.  17  &  feq* 
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Excifes  the  moll  proper ;  the  objeaions  thereto  confidered, 
i.  62  Sc  fcq. 

The  commodities  moft  proper  to  lay  excifes  upon,  i.  6j. 

Unlefs  the  nation  does  freely  give  into  excifes  upon  a  convic- 
tion, that  they  are  the  beft  ways  and  means,  it  will  not 
be  the  intereil  of  a  king  to  defire  fuch  a  revenue,  i.  7 1 . 

All  ways  and  means  whatfoever  that  raife  great   fums, 
are,  and  ever  will  be  thought  burdenfome  to  the  whole, 
i.  78. 
Whigs  J  2L  party  fo  called  in  England,  ii.  326. 

The  old  Whigs,  their  principles  and  fpirited  behaviour, 
ii.  327. 

The  revolution  in  England  was  made  upon  the  old  Whig 
principles,  of  making  parliaments  awful  to  miniflers, 
and  keeping  the  regal  authority  within  the  limits  of  lav/, 
ii.  330. 

As  they  profefs  to  be  the  friends  of  liberty,  and  have  often 
faved  England,  they  are  the  favourites  of  the  people, 

11.331- 

If  they  ihould  at  any  time  take  the  ground  of  the  Tories, 
and  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  imbibed  with  their  notions, 
they  might  without  fu(picion  undermine  our  conftitu- 
tion,  ib,  Sc  feq. 

If  the  nation  fhould  find  themfelves  forfaken  by  the  an- 
tient  friends  to  liberty,  they  would  believe  they  were 
bought  and  fold,  and  imagine  there  was  no  fuch  thing 
as  virtue  and  honeily  in  the  kingdom,  ii.  334. 

If  it  (hould  be  apparent  that  the  Whigs  loved  to  be  chofc 
into  parliament,  not  for  their  country's  fervice  but  to 
fcr\'e  themfelves,  and  that  neither  fide  is  at  bottom  bet- 
ter principled  than  the  other,  the  people  in  defpair  may 
then  fubmit  to  unlimited  monarchy,  ii.  335. 

Double,  his  account  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Whigs  of  his 
party,  iv.  129  &  feq. 

The  temperate  proceedings  of  the  commons  blew  their 
projections  into  fmoke,  iv.  132. 

Their  bufinefs  was  to  defend  the  Partition  treaty,  iv.  135. 

Double  gives  a  narrative  of  his  life,  iv.  137  to  144, 

The  arts  he  ufed  to  get  mone>,  iv.  145. 

Boafls  of  great  merit  with  his  party,  iv.  146, 

Is  appointed  a  receiver  of  the  land  tax,  which  place,  he 
faysj  he  made  better  than  that  of  a  lord  treafurer,  iv. 
147  &  feq. 

Is  brought  into  danger  by  his  villainous  practices,  but 
efcapes  by  fhannglus  gains,  iv.  150. 

He  calls  his  hiilory  a  looking  glafs,  wherein  the  modern 
Whigs  of  his  party  may  fee  their  own  faces,  iv.  1  c  i . 
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The  old  Whigs  in  king  Charles's  time  very  different  from 

Double's  party,  whom  he  calls  Modern  Whigs,  iv,  152. 

Double  defcribes  his  party  and  the  methods  pradlifed  by 

their  leaders  to  gain  their  purpofes,  iv,   153  to  164. 

220  to  225.  250  &  feq. 

They  would  not  allow  a  bill  of  accounts  to  pafs,  iv.  170. 

They  did  not  fucceed  fo  well  as  he  could  wifh  in  the  Weft 
or  North,  iv.  172,  173. 

Double  is  very  angry  with  Dr.  D'Avenant  (the  author  of 
thefe  EfTays)  whom  he  looks  upon  as  a  violent  enemy 
to  all  his  party,  iv.  177. 

He  tells  Whiglove  he  has  recommended  him  to  his  party, 
iv.  186. 

He  defpifes  a  fneaking  genius  that  is  fatisfied  with  mo- 
derate wealth  and  honours,  iv.  188  &  fcq. 

He  declares  himfelf  to  have  been  the  author  of  the  Kentifh 
petition,  iv.  192. 

He  fays  his  party  are  for  lying,  though  the  lye  may  laft 
only  for  three  hours,  iv.  191,  192, 

His  defcription  of  Caleb  Cafehardened,  a  ufeful  tool  of 
his  party  amongft  the  difienters,  iv.  194,  195. 

The  great  Ikill  of  Double's  party  was  in  exclaiming 
again  ft  the  leaft  trip  made  by  the  other  fide,  and  throw- 
ing a  veil  over  their  own  deftruftive  councils,  iv.  200. 

Double  acknowledges  that  the  abandoning  the  Scots  in 
the  Darien  expedition,  and  facrificing  the  emperor  in 
the  Partition  treaty,  will  be  eternal  blots  in  the  fcut- 
cheon  of  a  Whig  miniftry,  iv.  201. 

He  endeavours  to  ridicule  the  old  Whigs,  iv.  210.  212. 

Hisfondnefs  for  remote  funds,  iv.  212,  213. 

He  boafts  of  the  brave  troops  in  his  party,  being  an  army 
of  men  with  their  pockets  full  of  bank  bills,  bank  ftock, 
&c.  iv.  214,  215  &  feq. 

An  old  Whig's  fentiments  with  regard  to  an  enquiry  into 
the  proceedings  of  the  modern  Whigs,  iv.  231,  232. 

Double's  friends  frighted  at  the  moderation  of  the  oppofite 
party,  iv.  234. 

Is  appointed  ambafTador  from  his  party  to  Holland,  where 
he  pafTes  himfelf  for  a  man  of  fortune,  and  a  member  of 
parliament,  iv.  236. 

He  was  near  being  found  out,  iv.  240. 

Meets  with  Mr.  Gofpel  Scorn,  another  emiflary  of  the 

party,  iv.  241. 
Returns  to  England,  and  ftands  for  a  corporation  in  the 

North,  iv.  242. 
Lofcs  his  eledlion,  iv.  247, 

Becomes 
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Becomes  what  he  calls  Lie  Mafter  General  in  the  conrt  of 

requefls,  iv,  249. 
His  maxim  with  regard  to  war,  iv.  254. 
The  behaviour  of  his  party  when  any  of  their  fchemen 

prove  abortive,  iv.  259,  260. 
Double  lays  it  down  as  a  maxim  in  his  party,  diat  they 
never  abandon  any  rogue  of  their  fide,  let  him  be  ever 
fo  notorious,  iv.  261. 
He  fays  it  is  impradticable  to  keep  the  old  Whigs  and 
thofe  of  his  party  any  time  well  united,  when  they 
Hand  upon  fuch  different  bottoms,  iv.  264. 
William^  the  Norman,  made  a  general  furvey  of  the  whole 
kingdom  of  England,  iii.  68. 

He  had  commg  in  per  day  1061/.    ioj.   io\J.  which 
confidering  the  value  of  money  in  thofe  days,  was  a 
prodigious  income,  ii.  69. 
This  founder  of  our  prefent  government  left  to  fucceeding 
kings  a  fair  inheritance,    fufHcient  to  maintain  their 
eilate  and  dignity,    and  to  defend  the  re;.lm  againft 
invafions,  iii.  69. 
William  Rufus,  wafted  all  the  vaft  treafure  left  him  by  his 
father,  iii. 

What  William  of  Malmlbury  fays,  when  fpeaking  of  thiB 
prince,  ib. 
William  III.   it  was  owing  to  his  conduft  and  military  virtues, 
that  all  the  difcordant  interefts  of  Europe  were  reconciled 
in  the  confederate  war,  and  France  brought  to  honourable 
conditions  of  peace,  i.  400. 
If  his  heroic  ardor  had  not  led  him  to  feek  out  danger, 
and  to  give  repeated  proofs  of  his  own  and  the  £ngli(h 
valour,  the  confederacy  would  never  have  held  fo  long 
together,  i.  401. 
He  was  a  prince  willing  to  confent  to  whatever  might  put 
the  people  of  England  upon  a  right  foot,  if  the  leading 
men  had  met  his  defign  of  landing  here  with  equal  vir- 
tues, ii.  314. 
The  declaration  which  he  fent  to  England  before  he  came 

over,  ii.  316. 
This  was  the  pole  flar  by  which  our  ftate  pilots  ought  to 

have  fteered  their  courfe,  ii.  315. 
If  the  ftate  had  entered  early  into  fuch  wholefbme  counfel, 
it  would  have  made  the  King's  reign  more  eafy  to  him- 
felf,  and  lefs  cottly  to  his  people,  ii.  317. 
When  he  came  to  the  throne,  he  had  great  diiEculties  to 

encounter,  iii.  13.  17  &  feq. 
His  admirable  conduA  waded  through  them  all,  iii.  14. 
He  procured  advantageous  terms  for  all  his  allies,  iii.  15, 

His 
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His  fo  chearfully  difbanding  his  army  at  the  requeil  of  his 

parliaxnenty  was  a  proof  that  he  both  loved  and  trufted 

his  fubjeds,  iii.  15. 
His  reign  not  only  freed  our  perfons,  but  likewife  fet  our 

minds  at  liberty,  iii.  16. 
It  fet  liberty  upon  a  better  foot,  and  cured  us  of  thoie 

blind  errors,  which  our  own  luxuries  and  the  craft  of 

courtiers  had  brought  upon  our  underftanding,  ih. 
It  became  the  intereft  of  his  fubjeds  to  joia  in  obedience 

to  him,  that  he  might  perfed  that  deliverance  which  he 

began  fo  nobly,  iii.  359. 
Wiuey  French,  quantity  and  value  of,  imported  into  England 
from  Mich.  1662  to  Mich.  1663,  and  alfo  from  1608  to 
1669,  V.  355. 
An  eftimate  of  the  fame  from  Chriflmas  1698  to  1699, 

V.  357- 
Alfo  from  1692  to  1700,  v.  358. 
The  fame  from  Chriftmas  1700  to  Chriftmas  1701,  v. 

Value  of  the  fame  from  Chriilmas  1701  to  Chriftmas  1702, 

v.  360. 
The  computations  with  regard  to  the  wines  from  France, 

delivered  to  the  king  of  England  in   1697,  miilaken 

either  in  the  quantity  or  value,  v.  366, 367. 
The  ufe  and  expence  of  wines  from  France  gradually  in- 

creafed  almofl  every  year  in  England  from  1660,  v. 

373- 
The  general  confumption  of  wines  (Rhenifh  excepted)  in 

England,  by  a  medium  of  three  years  from  France,  Italy, 

Spain,  and  Portugal,  v.  374, 
The  quantity  of  Rhenifh  wines  imported  under  the  head 

of  Holland,  from   1662  to  1663,  and  1668  to  1669, 

V-  375- 
The  quantity  thereof  imported  from  Holland  and  Ger- 
many from  1699  to  1702,  ib. 
WooL     Some  perfons  have  imagined  that  the  entire  welfare  of 
England  depends  on  the  high  price  of  wool,  thinking  there- 
by to  advance  their  rents,  i.  88. 
Woollen  manufadure  of  England,  its  exportation  abroad,  and 
not  the  confumption  at  home,  muft  bring  profit  to  the  king- 
dom, ih.  101. 
The  concern  of  wool  is  without  doubt,  to  be  taken  care 
of,  but  not  fo  as  upon  that  account,  to  flight  all  our 
foreign  intereft,  i.  96. 
The  natural  way  of  promoting  the  woollen  manufadure, 
is  by  wholefome  laws  to  contrive  that  it  may  be  wrought 
cheaply  in  England,  fo  as  to  enable  us  to  command  the 
markets  abroad,  i.  99  &  feq. 
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It  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  England  in  general,   that  wool 

fhould  bear  a  high  price  in  our  markets  at  home,  i.  loi. 
Fine  broad  cloth  was  the  antient  drapery  of  England,  'tis 

the  natural  prodnd  of  the  kingdom,  and  it  mull  be 

great  want  of  conduct  that  can  make  us  lofe  this  trade 

lo  beneficial  to  the  nation,  ih. 
The  vent  of  our  woollen  manufactures,  will  in  {oxnt  mea« 

fure   preferve  to  us   the  Spanifh,   Portugal,    Italian, 

and  Turkey  trades,  i.  417. 
Our  woollen  manufacture  capable  of  great  improvement, 

ii.  146.  ICO. 
The  value  of  the  wool  yearly  ihorn  in  England,  ii.  146. 
There  is  reafbn  to  think  that  our  woollen  manufaaures 

are  above  two  thirds  of  our  exportation,  ii.   147.  v. 

349- 
Our  induftry  would  be  better  employed  in  finding  out  ways 

to  extend  the  vent  of  this  manufadure  abroad,  than 

by  prohibitions  to  force  a  trade  at  home,  ii.  148. 
An  account  of  the  fine  drapery  of  England  from  Dec. 

1687  to  Dec.  1688,  ii.  149.  ^ 
It  is  fo  rich  and  noble  a  material,  that  it  may  be  turned 

a  hundred  ways  to  encreafe  the  wealth  and  trade  of 

England,  ii.  150. 
High  duties  in  time  of  peace  will  fall  mod  heavily  on  our 

woollen  manufactures,  moft  of  which  have  more  value 

from  the  workmanfhip  than  the  materials,  ii.  200. 
Mr.  King's  computation  of  the  value  of  the  wool  (horn  in 

England  per  ann.  ii.  233. 
The  material  is  improved,  one  with  another,  four  fold  in 

the  workmanfhip,  ii.  234. 
It  were  better  that  the  call  from  abroad  were  only  for  the 

fine  draperies,  becaufe  then  we  fhould  be  in  a  manner 

without  a  rival,  ii.  235. 
In  the  working  up  of  wool,  perhaps  it  may  be  made  out 

that  our  climate  gives  us  an  advantage  over  other  coun- 
tries, ibiJ, 
The  people  of  Ireland,  the  foil,  foard,  and  turf,  of  whofe 

country,  being  the  fame  with  ours,  and  proper  to  rear 

iheep,  are  the  moft  likely  to  rival  us  in  our  darling  moft 

important  manufacture,  ii.  236. 
The  value  of  woollen  manufactures  exported  from  England 

from  Mich.  1662  to  Mich.  1663,  and  from  Mich.  1668 

to  1669^  V.  354. 
The  value  of  the  long,  fhort,  Spnnifh  cloths  in  particular 

for  the  fame  years,  ih. 
Exports  of  the  woollen    manufacture  in  general  from 

Chriftmas  1698  toChriflmas  1699,  v.  357. 
The  fame  from  Chriftmas  1&99  Co  Chriftmas  1700,  v.  5^8. 


